SUBSTANCE OF THE
REPORT ON THE AFFAIRS
OF
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA,

PROM THE EARL OF DURHAM, HER MAJESTY'S
HIGH COMMISSIONER.

(Presented by Her Majes ty’s Command to both Houses

anl somewhat uncomfortable as they were,
they were regarded with favor on account
of their superiority in the essential qualities ol
certainty and celerity. But this was not con-
sidered sufficieut to insure their success; an
appeal was constantly made to the national
feclings of the Freuch for an exclosive prefer-
ence of the * French” liue; and I have known

cumstances which rendered their contact inevi-
tably productive of collision. The difference
of language from the first kept them asunder.
Itis not any where a virtue of the English race
to look with complacency on any manners, cus-
toms, or laws which appear strange to thein:
accustomed to form a high estimate of their
own superiority, they take no pains to conceal

government of their own country. It was pot
till within a very few years, as was testified
by persons who had seen much of the coun-
try, that this society of civil and military
funetionaries ceased to exhibit towards the
higher order of Canadians in exclusiveness of
demeanour, which was more revolting to a sen-
sitive and polite people than the monopoly of
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power and profit; nor was this national fa-
| vouritism discontinued until after repeated
1 an angry contest, which had
that ¢ could not
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was escorted ; and even then the |
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» ; | Government liscovered a mode of distributing
I cannot pass over this st - al-1:ts patronage among the Canadians, which | superiority of English enterprise; they could | French steamboats the epithets of ** Radical,”’
rmg pesticniar ALSERAION $0 & PO % Ne | as quite as offensive to that people as their | not shut their eves to their success in every | ¢ Rebel,” and “ Disloyal.” The introduetion |
social ()c:u‘n' m of tms people, of which the 1n- } - ‘x as exclusion. 8 L ! nndertaking in which they came into contact, | of this kind of national preference into this de- |
JOISRRE Boazing On vhe SO ity Cas 1770 1t was not long after the conquest that |and to the constant superiority which they were | partment of business produced a particularly
- has BT y opinion, Deein Properiy . .. and a larger class of English settlers | acquiring. They looked upon their rivals with | mischievous effect, inasimnuch as it separated
estimat d. The ciren es eW ANA § .o an to enter | ) . Fnglish tal | alarm, with jealousy, and finally with hatred. the two races on some of the few occasions
unsettled 1jl"'-|1'7'\" the operal . ofthe 1 S ached to ( jada by the vast q Hv“';! The English yw‘);li.l them with a scorn, whichi{on which the v liad I’I'L'\;.“li‘i_\‘ been thrown into
laws of inheritance, and ihe ADSENCE OF 4 1 valnable nature of the exportable | e | soon also assumed the same form of hatred. | each other’s society. They rarely met at the
means ol hes umu )] BERCTOR O ' the couutry, and t reat { The French complained of the arrozance and |innsin the cities; the pri wcipal hotels are al-
factures, havi . pe x ; perce 1 by t 1 | is of |iniustice of the English; the English accused | most exclusively filled with English and with
'ff: prop rties and conditions. A lew siguor al intere | ¢t trade of ! the French of the vices of a weak and con-| foreign travellers ; and the French are, for the
].‘3‘“;_‘.1.4 R snotge N en VETY 1 the country was conducted on a mn 1 lareer | quered }"'“l’?:'. and charged them with mean- ! most part, received at each other’s houses, or
valuable PEOPETIICS, She Cam entirely dependent| 4 more profitable scale; ] new hranches | nessand perfidy. The entire mistrust whieh ! in boarding houses, in which they meet with
('.u “A.“g‘\ I8 very s bulk ol th % hi' i r \ 1t P NG 'h" two races ];.x\'(‘ l!lll\' lt‘:n’llml to v'n:‘.!r‘«‘i'\'n ull‘ !‘.'1\' !“.!‘._"!i~!l. :
tion i1s composed ol the hard ““"}“ 0 ’/"‘ | reccuiar habits ¢ ng ‘ ls drove | each other’s intentions, induces them to pui |  Nor dotheir amusements bring them more
of the country distri ts, commonly call d -1 -t of all the me ) t - wdastry » worst construction on the wmost il:llt-".‘hfi in contact. Social intercouvse never existed
fanis, and their connexions ¢ig iged in other eir inert 1 s compet s of , nduet ; to judge every word, every act, and | between the two races iu any but the higher
occupations. It 18 jmpossible 10 EXAZEETAIC) poanch hut in respect of t! reater part | every intention unfairly; to attribute the most | classes, and it is now almost destroyed. 1
the "'4'-“'_".1 education among !”‘"‘”l : le) of the commeree and ma tions designs, and reject every overture of) heard of but one house in Quebec in which
S ol “‘"”f“ - l" BTer . B0 s of the country, the lish cannot ‘ indness or fairness, as covering secret designs | both races met on pretty e jual and :!:ni-':l‘ll-‘;
for them, "”'-‘1 SRy BED S N Y to have encroa 1 on the French; |of treachery and maliguity. ' terms; and thiswas mentioned asa singular in- |
tm.n.“ of the qualifications even 0 SR s e in fact, they created o I its aund Q Religion formed no bond of intercourse | stance of good sense on the part of the gentle- |
writing. It came to my knowledge, X‘""‘\‘ |"" rofits which had t previously existed. A !and union. It is, indeed, an adwmirable fea- ‘ man to whom it belongs. At the commence-
at uumber Of HOY ‘..;”l'], R R— fow of the ancient race ciparted under the loss | ture of Canadian society, that it is entirely de- | ment of Lord Aylmer’s administration, an
at the ""'"_"” house door ol St. l“. D, S occasioned by the success of English competi- | void of any religious dissensions. Seetarian | entertainment was given to his Lordship by
three admitted, on imquiry '."""‘t_ the) :ould not ; : but all felt yet more acutely the oradnal ; intolerance is not merely not avowed, but it Mr. Papineau, the Speaker of the House of
read. Yet the children of this large < of strangers in whose hands | hardly seems to influence men’s feelings, But | Assembly. 1t was generally understood to be
attend school regulariy, ,:"",],'.“'“:',"-\ , country apneared to centre, | ttough the prudence and liberality of both intended as a mark of confidence and good will
of books. They hold the € atechism liture aud influence eclips ~v!{p::rlis,\'h.v-‘ prevented this fruitful “source of | towards the Governor, and of a conciliatory
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were reading, while

their hand, asif they ead i v g
only repeat its contents, which th | ied g i - Mkl
rote. 'The common assertion, h t{t : <h limited to |
all classes of the Canadians are cquaily igno e \. rises. By degrees ]ln-‘ «l-w . :
rant, is 1“"'1;""‘.‘.7 erroneous ; for | ‘.'.~1 w of no ¢ - f ot ‘1 . “.; N
people among whom a larger provision exists| r: A B Moo Mo e
for the higher kinds of elementary edaci '.u."l Vi s g rsenipr s
oramong whom such¢ (1'.2“:12:“'1 I,‘l uiyextien 1 eanitalist ‘ 11 # o S i : A |
ed to a larger proportion of the popuial o g W RO e P ey
The piety and benevolence ol the early pos 1 that at the present moment full haif of the |
semina

gors of the country founded, in the
that exist in different parts of the provinee,
institutions of which the fundsand activity have

more valuable seignories are actaally own 'd by
English proprietors. ‘The s ignorial tenure is
one so little adopted to our notions of proprie-
tarv riehts, that the new scigneur, without
v “injustice, in

¢ 1
10n of equca-

long been directed to the promot
]

tion. Seminaries and colleges have }
these hodies, estal shed in the eities aud other
central points. The edacation given in these
establishments greatly resembles the kind given
in the English publie schools, though it is
rather more varied. 1t is entively in the hands
of the Catholic clergy. The number of pupils
in these establishments is estimated altozether |-
at about a thousand ; and they turn out every |
year, as far as 1 could ascertain, between two |
and three hundred young men thus educated. |
Almost all of these are members of the f.'unil.\"‘
of some habitant, whom the possession of greater

nickness than his brothers has induced the
?ath('r or the curate of the parish to select and
gend to the seminary. These young men,
possessing a degree of in.ﬁn:m.'x‘ti_un immeasura-
bly superior to that of their families, are natural- <hips bordering on the seignories, and brought
iy sverse to whist ﬂn.'_\‘ r-';r:{rtl . descending to a fresh soil and iznpru‘:.nl cultivation to com-
the humble occupations of their parents. A | pete with the worn out and Banil Bl of
few become priests ; but as the military :nul‘““_ habitant. He often took the s

yeen fl\‘

anv conseiousness or intention of
" ! %hin picd

many mstances exercis a1

naimnan
{

ly fair in this

ner which would appear j
country, hut » (anadian settler rea-
sonably regarded as oppressive. The English
1.ur('fx:;<ur found an equally unexpected and
just cause of complaint in that uncertainty of
the laws, which rendered his possession of pro-
erty precarious, and in those incidents of the
enure which rendered its alienation or im-
provement difficult. But an irritation greater
than that occasioned by the transfer of the
large prnpvrti',-e was caused by the competition
of the English with the French farmer. The
Enelish farmer carried with himthe experience
| and habits of the most improved agriculture
in the world. e settled himeelf to the town- }

which ti

from others their contempt and intolerance of
dians filled with an equal amount of national
a { poses that people not to reseut insult, but ra-

ther to keep aloof from those who would keep | the other hand, appealed to e
The French could not but fell the | kind of feelings ;

um’ul1‘!‘“’.(.':4““"."rv(-]”‘.“d-ugdi”“ﬂ.“: colonist, | 1 :h the Canadian settler had abandoned,
the g  nidpeg “”.l-‘v find & ]“'\.l-rw“.‘.”m:d and by soperior wanagement made that a )
to their notions of !h”r oo quaifications in | L0, of profit which had only impove rished |
the learned prolessions M.m]“"“tf" notary, | yiq predecessor. The ascendency which an |
and'surgeon. As from this cause ".“‘;'. PTO" | ynjust favouritism had contributed to give to
fessions are grv;\tly'm-vrstn:-kwl, we find every | 2 "0 lich race in the government o
village in Lower ( anada .hllml with notaries | o ) profession, their own superior o |
and syrm‘oni. '\\"xth practice t‘.’ VOCHPY .ﬂ.“'llr ¢kill and capital, cecured to them in every|
attention, and living among thun: own families, branch of industry. They have developed A |
o at :m_v rate :mmn‘g t‘x:l('llf:' U“t -";m-h‘ ‘.]:H".' resources ﬂf thn.mmntr\': ﬂn'\’ 11:1\’(' |‘<);1<IPU(‘» !
Thaus the persons of most education n EVEXY 4.3 op jmproved its means ui'-4-:m;mlmir:ninm{
village 1{«\}\1\)! to %hc same l.nmhe‘-*. ‘u‘x.ul the thev have createa its internal and foreign |
eame original station in life, o m'."-l‘n“r:lt“ commerce. The entire wholesale, and a large
habitans whom I have deseribec I'hey are ]
connecied to them by ail the associations of
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here trustea | C¢ nty, il'.l-] :r«, even now, l'(l]l.'f:l'.'! {o)
placed in the hands of | the cities. The large mass of the lal

e fabouring

unin
political power, 13 thus
a small body of instructed persons,

in whom it population are Fre uch, in the
ne but such '

emplovment of
e which nothi i I'he more skilled class of
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reposes the confidenc

lish capitalists,
i

their usuages. They found the French Cana-

yride: sensitive, but inactive pride, which dis-
I ; y

them under.

mimosity from embittering their gnarrels, the
ditference of religion has, in fact, tended to keep
them asunder. Their priests have been dis-
tinct; they have not met even in the

same

No common edueation has served to remove
and soften the differences of origin and lan-
The associations of youth, the sports
f ehildhood, and the studies by which the
charaeter of manhood is modiged, are distinet
ind totally different.  In Montreal and Quebec
there are English schools and French schools;
the children in these are accustomed to fight
nation against nation, and the guarrels that
rises among bovs in the sireets usvally exhi-
y division into English on one side and French
on the other.

As they are taught apart, soare their stadies
different. The literatore with which each is
the most conversant is that of the peculiar lan-
guage of each; and all the ideas which men
derive from books, come to each of them from
perfectly different sources. The differeace of
language in this respect produces effects quite
apart from those which it has on the mere in-
tercourse of thetwo races. Those who have
reflected on the powerful influence oflanguage
on thought, will perceive, in how different a
manner, people who speak in different languag-
es are apt to think; and those who are fa-
miliar with the literature of France, know that
the same opinion will be expressed by an Eng-
lish and French writer of the present day, not
merely in different words, but in a style o dif-
ferent as to mark utterly different habits of
thought. This difference is very striking in
Lower Canada ; it exists not merely in the
books of most influence and repute, which are
yurse those ot the great writers of France
and England, and by which the minds of the
respective races are formed, but it is observa-
ble in the writings which now issue from the
colonial press. Thearticles in the newspapers
of each race are written in a style as widely |
difforent as those of France and England at
yresent; and the arguments which convince
he one, are calculated to appear utterly unin-
telligible to the other.
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The difference of language produces miscon-
3 . i |

m‘,l..;:;c.ui:_\' can read both languages with ease,
those who receive the misrepresentation are
able to avail themselves of the means of
tion. It is difficult to conceive the

perversity with which misrepresentations are

rarel
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early youth, and the ties of blood. The most { ,\“bfl.h.ﬂ“' ;m”j:‘."!xmr'.'-' ; ‘H{- :“"';l' ”ul\'ﬂf Ll,r‘}v“'\" H'"‘.‘ﬁ”}‘m yet more fatal even tl,myl t]uv~"" which it |
pcrf;-clt equality always marks their inter- "‘ »h.‘;f\:’-‘f‘ .(.‘.l.,\.,; "‘.l'm: of tiis numerical mino- { occasions m;h 1"1‘-~'}w«"t tt?' opinions ; it aggre- }
course; and the superior in education is sepa- }1‘ R :'"f‘.t"“““'_"”t‘."”“_“ ‘“”‘“‘”“ftf""v by r‘":""lf‘_'?”““—'
rated by no barrier of manners, or pride, or | ANIMOSITIES OF THE WORKING CLASSES NOT all the events ot ‘,]“'“ day in ““"ﬂ.‘: "'“"f‘"“ft
distinet interests, from the singularly ignorant ' IHE RESULT OF A COLLISION OF  ights. TI'he I"“}')" al misrepresentation of hut<!
peasantry by which he is surrounded. He| INTERESTS. » of the incidents of a free P S ]
combines, therefore, the influences of sup ri.v;'s «Tn Lower Canada, the mere working class free country; but in nations in which all .~)n"|k§
knowledge and social equality, and wields a|hieh depends on wages, though prope o tiie same l"‘_“?-"“_"—"‘v those _‘"]i') receive & wmis- |
power over the mass, which 1 do not believe || \in comparison with that to be 1 ] in represeutation from one side, ]“'\"" ":"“"r”“."’;
T‘.l(lt l!l(‘ |'<lll\'il!l'(l ..'m.\' u(.’!h_\' 1“.)!("(' Y‘)n.'f:.' n of ‘-'.'.A T D »‘.ii' B A. the .\!I-"'."Lx"i'.l ¢ ‘..'.-.' ¢h BOTRS Jaotm of lt'i|ijlilii:: tl“l s “‘.““l \3;«'%
t!l“ \\'(Il‘l\‘ lm.‘-.-“', 'l'n l‘l-h‘ -i:l;lll:ir state of | ;-_.;u‘ 'ux']}':;: to our ] leas, very smail. { l!.', hl I“,"'V”t( :“l:“h' ll“\‘;“\.".r‘ where the l’
ﬂ]inqi ] ;|fll'”)lllv t‘m' ¢ .i\‘?lnl'c:.ill:lr".' indllv :],_.“[i‘,n i stween l‘ TEODS ,,:"'_;.. rent or 5 ‘ “il llll\l “‘“‘!.h\h'A”P"'r" Tl'!‘l‘\'r“l.lt "“l":‘ r“'%
anadian demagogues. The most | this class has not exhil : | opinions, and where wvo large portion of th-'l

|

|

|
: |
domestic connexion with such community of | 4rtisans are generally English: but in the ge- |
interest could generate. Over the class ol opal run of the m yre lahorious employments, !

persons by whom the peasantry
the Government } not

laboured to acquire, influence ; whic tin a
have been thrown into opposition by the system | elass which entered iuto more divect competi-
of exelusion long prevalent in the colony; aud | tjon with the French in some kinds l):."lili‘i'lu\‘-
jtis by their agency that the leaders of the!ent in the towns; but the individuals atfec-
Assembly have been enabled hitherto to move | tod by this competitipn were not many. 1 do
mass, in whatever direction they thought | ot believe that the animosity which exists He-

are thus led,| the French Canadians folly he
red, or even English rivalry. 3

red,
, took place a few vears azo broug

.':I\{l‘.l

1

s ainst Ihe emigration

its members

as one
proper, the simple :un:} uls . st Sl i it
the country. The entire neglect of education | the necessary resuit of a coll

by the Government has thus, more than any | :
other cause, contributed to reader this people
nable, and to invest the agitator with |
hich he wields against the laws and

.
a

uctile population of | fween the working cla
or of a jealousy of the superior success of Eng-
ish labour. But national prejudices naturally

yerd d

¥
]
e the greatest influence over the most

wngover exXer
the power w

the public tranquillity.

guage 1s {.-.‘_.‘

ce of lan

| uneducated ; the differen 1
4
{

‘manners and
The labourers,

o |
| easily overcome, the differences o

| snctams less easilv appreciated
THE ENGLISH : OFFICIALS AND SETTLERS. | customs less easily appreciated.

« Among this people the progress of emi-

2, con

| whom the emigration indnee tained a nun
| ber of very ignorant, turbulent and demoralized
| persons, whose conduet and manners alike
which we are familiar, as those | ted at the wi ““nlfl‘»‘i“] ”“)‘; " turall
srorising of every class of our countrymen.t A ” “ T"':"'“T “."'“‘"“:"t""r"
'tll{xle (»in-;mst;m('\-; of the early colonial admi- | T‘m](-:vd--tl‘ltl]‘\‘\:h:l";‘(;i;)::'\";IL';~;:lx:t;.¥1|‘)‘l-:x educated
nistration excluded the native Canadian from WG WPy A5 - Bt e SN
wer. and vested all officers of trust and emo-
ument in the hands of strangers of Englisn
origin. The Lig‘.u-.\.t pr‘t-ts in the law were
confided to the civil Government, together
with the officers of the army, composes a kind
of pri\'i]eged class, occupying the fu:st place in
the community, and excluding the higher class
of the natives from gociety, as well as from the

1~

gration has of late years introduced an English

i W reosls
iting the characteristics with

. 3.1
" ation, exhil s :

pupul.m\ n, € oy sourtecus natives of

of the most en- | , R

| the same class.

and the national hostility now rages more
fiercely between those whose interests in reality
bring them the last in collision.

POINTS OF OPPOSITION BETWEEN THE RACES.

“The two races, thus distinct, have been
brought into the same community under cir-

1d their ground | ;.
{liv

g10n of interests, |

'pational animosities had arrived alwost at the

. | a satisfactory indication of an awakening com-
4 i s When | o reial energy among the French; and it is
once engaged in the couflict, their passions |y ofore wr'y much to be regretted that the
were less restraint by education and prudence ; | . v.ce of the new enterprise was uniformly

|1

tually made, and the gross delusions which
| currency among the people: they thus
e in a world of misconeeptions, in which each
arty is set agamst the other, not only by di-
- of feelings and opinions, but by aun ac-
tual belief in an utterly different seat of facts,
e differences thus early occasioned by
Jeation and language are in nowise softened
{Lie intercourse of after life ; their business
and occupations do not bring the two races in-
to {riendly contact and co-operation, but only
present them to each otherin occasional rivalry.
A laudable emulation has of late induced the
French to enter on the field previously oceu-
pied by the English, and to attempt to compete
with them in commerce ; but it is much to be
lamented that this did not eommence until the

ersity

highest pitch, and that the competition has
been carried on in such a manner as to widen
the pre-existing differences. The establi=h-
ment of the Banque du Peuple by French ca-
pitalists, is an event which may be regarded

G as

rromoted by direct and illiberal appeals to the
national feelings of the race. Some of the
l“]‘t“('ll ha\‘e lutc]y (ngta])liih{‘d F(L‘ZIH)])OH'S to
compete with the moncpoly which a combina-

a French newspaper announce with satisfaction
the fact, that on the previous day t
steamers to Quebee and Laprairie had arrived
at Mountreal with a great many passengers, and
the English with very few.

o

one other

tion of English capitalists had for some time
enjoyed on the St. Lawrence; snd small

1

he Freuch

The English on
vxactly the same

they ever meet, is n the jury box; and they
meet there only to the utter obstruction of
justice,”

That deadly pnliti('.’\l strife should result
from such a state of social feeling, was unavoid-
able. The different objects of the two races
brought them into constant collision.

COMMENCEMENT AND PROGRESS OF THE PO-
LITICAL STRUGGLE.

The hostility which thus pervades society,
was some time growing before it became of
prominent importauce in the polities of the
province. It was inevitable that such social

1 used to apply to the

and

lisposition. It was given on a very larce

scale; a very great nomber of persons were
present ; and of that pumber I was informed,

o

i that he and
were the only Kunelish, excent the
Governor and his suit.  Iundeed

of manners in the two races rene

by a t{leman who was present,

4!
il

]

e ditference
'rs a general
<ocial intercourse almost impos-ible.

A singular instance of national ineompatibi-
lity was brought before my notice, in an at-
tempt which I made to promote an undertakin
in which the French were said to take a g
deal of interest. 1 accepted the office of Pre-
cident of the Agricultural Association of the
District of Quebee, and attended the show
previous to the distribution of the prizes. 1
then found that the Freneh farmers would not
compete even on this neutral ground with the
[inglish; distinet prizes were given in almost
every department, to the two races; and the
national ploughing matches were carried on in
separate and even distant fields.

While «uch is their social intercourse, it is
not to be expected that the aniwosities of the
two races can frequently be softened by the for-
mation of domestic connections. During the
first period of the possession of the colony by
the Inglish, intermarriages of the two races
were by 40 means uncommon. But they are
now very rare ; and where such unious oceur
they are generally formed with members of the
French families which I
politically, and almost nationally, separated
from the bulk of their own race.

I could wmention various slight features in
the state of society, which show the all-pervad-
ng and marked division ot the races; but
nothing (though it would sound paradoxical)
really proves their entire separation so much as
therarity, nay almost total absence, of personal
encounters between the two races. Disputes
of this kind are almost confined to the ruder
order of people, and seldom proceed to acts of
violence. As respects the other classes, social
intercourse between the two races is solimited,
that the more prominent or excitable anta-
oonists never meet in the same room. 1t came
to my knowledge that a gentleman who was

| for some vears a most active and determined

leader amongst the English population, had
never once been under a private roof with
French Canadians of his own rauk in life, until
he met some at table on the invitation of per-

sons attached to my mission, who were in the |

habit of associating indiffereutly with Fro neh
and English.

cal personal controversies.

I'Lere are, therefore, no politi-
The ordinary
casions of collision never occur ; and men must

pru
i

oc-

quarrel o publiely, or so deliberately, that
dence restrains them from commencing, indi-
vidually, what would probably end in a gene
and bloody conflict of numbers. Their mutual

]
vy
ra

. : . iggph |
fears restrain personal disputes and riots, even |

among the lower orders; the Freuch know
and dread the superior physical streneth of the

English in the cities and the Eunglish in those |

places refrain from exhibiting th power,
from fear of the revenge that might be taken

ewrr

. |
on their countrymen, who are scattered over |

the rural parishes.

This feeling of mutual forbearance, extends
¢o far as to produce an apparent calin with re-
spect to lm'.nit' matters, which ig calculated to
perplex a stranger who has heard much of the
animosities of the Province.
appears in public meetings; and take
place in every direction. in the most exeited
periods, and go off without distarbance, and
almost without dissent. The fact is, that both
parties have come to a tacit understanding not

these

in any way to interfere with each other on these |

occasions ; each party kuowing that it woald
always be in the power of the other to prevent
its meetings, The British party consequently
have their meetings ; the French theirs; and
neither disturb the other, The complimentary
addresses which I received on various orcasions,
marked the same eutire separation, even in a
matter in which it might be supposed that party
feeling would not be felt, or would from mere
pradence and propriety be concealed. 1had
.rom the same places French and English ad-
dresses : and I never found the two races unit-
ing, exeept in a few cases, where I met with
the names of two or three isolated members of
one origin, who happened to dwell in a com-
munity almost entirely composed of the other.
The two parties combiue for no public object;

they canuvot harmouize even in associations of

charity. The only public occasion on which

Iprinciples and practice of self government.

have described as |

; g I'he

No trace of them ‘

feeling must eud in a deadly political strife.
The French regarded with jealousy the influ-
ence in politics of a daily increasing body of
strangers whom they so much disliked and
dreaded ; the wealthy English were offended
at finding that their property gave them no
influence over their French dependents, who
were acting under the auidance of leaders of
their own race ; and the farmers and traders
the same race were not long before they be-
oan to bear with impatience their utter political
nuility in the midst of the majority of a popu-
lation whose ignorance they contemned, and
whose ‘i'-'lit;":l\ views and conduet seemed ut-
terly at variance with their own notions of the

¢
ol

| The superior political and practical intelligence
of the English eaunot be for a moment disputed.
The great mass of the Canadian ]mpnlznliun,
who cannot read or write, and have found in
view of the instructions of their country even
the elements of political ed .
ously inferior to the English settlers, of whom
a large proportion had received a eonsiderable
amount of education, and had been trained in
their own country to take a part in publie busi-
ness of one kind or*anotl With respect to
the more educated classes, the superiority 1s not
so general orso apparent : indeed from all the
information that 1 could colleet, 1 ineline to
think that the greater amount of refinement,
of speculative thought, and of knowledge that
books ean give i.*, with some brilliant excep-
tions, to be fourd among the French. Bat I
have no hesitation in stating, even more de-
cidely, that the circumstances in which the
English have been placed in Lower Canada,
acting on their original political education,
have endowed the leaders of that popalation
with mueh of that practical sagacity, tact, and
energy in polities, in wi ich I must say that the
lony have, in my opin-

ueation, were obvi-

|
| bad instractions of the vol
{ion, rendered the leaders of the French de-
| plorably deficient. That a race which felt
litself thus superior in political activity and
intelligence should submit with patience to the
{ rule of a majority which it could not respect,
| was impossible. At what time and from what
| partienlar cause the hostility between such a
| majority and such a minority, which was sure
sooner or later to break out, actvally became
of paramount importance, it is difficult to say.
The hostility between the Assembly and the
British Government had long given a ten-
daney to attacks on the part of the popular
leaders on the nation to which that govermuent
belonged. Itis said that the appeals to the
national pride and animosities of the French
became more direct and general on the occa-
sion of the abortive attempt to reunite Upper
22, which the leaders

and Lower Canada in 182
of the Assembly viewed or represented as a
blow aimed at the institutions of their province.
The anger of the English was exeited by the
dcunn(‘i:ltinns()f(]h'xnsvh'ﬂ,\vhic‘u.sllh.\‘cq":vnt-
ly to this period, they were in the habit of hear-
ing. They had possiblv some little sywpathy
with the members of the Provinecial Govern-
ment of their own race ; and their feelings were
probably, yet more strongly excited in favor of
the sonnexion of the colony with Great Britain,
which the proceedings of the Assembly appear
to endanger. But the abuses existivg under
the Provineinl Government gave such induce-
ments to remain in opposition to it, that the
representatives of each race continued for a
long time to act together against it. Aund as
the bulk of the English population in the town-
ships aud on the Ottawa were brought into
very little personal contact with the French, I
am iuelined to think that it wight have been
sometime longer ere the disputes of origin
would have assumed an importance paramount
to all others, had not the Assembly came into

ish population by

| collision with the whole Engli
[ its poliey with respect to internal improvements,
and to the old and defective laws which np'-r.ltt'd
as a bar to the alienation of land and to the
| formation of associations for commerciai pur-
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Engli
[and enterprising

population—an immigrant
1u)]|n':;ninn——lkawi on the
American provinces as a vast field of settle-
tlements and peculation ; and, in the common
spirit of the Anglo-Saxon inhabitants of that
continent, regarded it as the chief business of
| the GGovernment to promote, by all possible
lnse of its legislative and ;u]:niniﬂrutivc])l)‘\'cr#,
the inerease of population and the aecumula.
'ltinn of property. They found the laws of real
| property exceedingly adverse to the easy alie-
nation of land, itssettlement and improvement;
they found the greatest deficiency in the inter-
nal communications of the country; and the
| vtter want of loeal self government rendered it

cu

| necessary for them to apply to the Assembly

| for every road or bridge or other public work

{ that was needed. They wished to form them-

| selves iuto companies for the establishment of
| banks and the constraction of railroads and

| canals, and to obtain the powers necessary for

| the completion of such works with fands of
| their own ; andy as the first requisite for the

| improvement of the country, they desired that

’Ilv!ill‘f.l't' proportion of the revenue shoald be ap-

| plied to the completion of that great series of
| public works by which it was proposed to ren.

{ der the Saint Lawrence and the Ottawa navi-

| gable throughout their whole extent.

f “ Without going so far as to accuse the As-}
sembly of a deliberate design to check thcl
settlement and improvement of Lower Canada,
it cannot be denied that they looked with con-!
siderable jealousy and dislike on the increase
and prosperity of what they regarded as a fo-

reign and hostile race; they looked on the
Provinee as the patrimony of their own race ;
they viewed it not as a covntry to he settled,
but as oue aiready settled; and, instead of

(Continued on second Page.)
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