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IHE gestion of the plan which appears to me best

ON THE AFFAIRS calculated to settle the future form and policy |
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and I soon beeame satisfied that 1 must search | effect in dividing the country, inasmuch as in-
in the very composition of society, and in the | dividuals of each race have constantly been

| fandamental institutions of government, for the | enlisted together on the side of government,
causes of the eonstant and exteunsive disorder | or been found united in leading the Assembly
that the names of

which I witnessed. to assail its alleged abuses;
The lengthened and various discussions |some of the prominent leaders of the rebellion

| which had for some years been carried on be-| mark their English, while those of some of the !111'111}'.
tween the contending parties in the colony, and | most unpopular supporters of the government

to carry its own views of government into effect.
The French majority asserted the most de-
mocratic doetrines of the rights of a numerical
majority. The English minority availed itself
of the i\rntw'tion of the prerogative, availed
itself with all those of the colonial institutions
which enabled the few to resist the will of the
But when we look to the objeets of
each party, the analogy to our own politics
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tlement of such questions had been rendered
matter of urgent necessity, by the events that
bad in one seriously endangered, and in the
other actually suspended, the working of the
existing counstitution. But though the neces- |
gity only reached thvs far, the extension of my
authority over all the British provinces in
North America, for the declared purpose of ena-
bling me more eflectually to adjust the con-
stitutional questions then at in two of]}
them, together with the specific instructions
contained in despatches from the Secretary of
State, brought under my view the character
and influence of the institutions established in
all. 1 found in all these provinces a form of|
government so nearly the same—institutions |
generally so similar, and occasionally so con-
nected—and interests, feelings, and habits so
much in common, that it was obvious, at the
first glance, that my conclusions would be
formed without a proper use of the materials at
my disposal, unless my inquiries were as extend- |
ed as my power of making them. How insepa- |
rably connected I found the interests of your|
Majesty’s provinces in North A y, o |
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been represented as so formidable, I found no

Symp whatever; and it must be said, in
justice to this body of officials, who have been

y mueh assailed as the enemies of the Cana-

dian people, that however little [ can excuse
the injurious influence of that system of admi-

nistration which they were called upon to carry

| into execution, the members of the oldest and

most powerful official families were, of all the
[inglish iun the country, those in whom I ge-
rally found most sympathy with, and kindly

* Among the few petitions, except those of mere
complaint, which 1 received from French Cana-
dians, were three or four for the abolition and com-
mutation of the feudal tenures. The most remark-
able was one which was presented from the inhabi-
uts of the county of Saguenay, and supported by
Charles Drolet, late M. P. P. for that county,
petitioners, who represented themselves as suf-
1z under a degree of distress of which the exis
tence is too deplorably certain, prayed to be alloweq
to settle on the wild lands at the head of the Sague-
nay. They expressed their willingness to take the
lands on any eonditions which the government might
propose, but they prayed that itshould not be grauted
on the feudal tenure.
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