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North America, for the declared purpose of ¢ 

bling me more eflectually to adjust the con- 

stitutional questions then at F 

them, together with the specific instructions 
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gestion of the plan which appears to me best 
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governed, were thus rendered familiar to me, has been argued that origin can have but little 

and I soon became satisfied that J must search | effect in dividing the country, inasmuch as in- 

ie free jm the provincial disputes 
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5 remains unsettled, id may | e of the govern- { moment to have taken their part against the 
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able for the purpose of [he | ment. French as resolutely, if not as fiercely, as the 

atch which I addressed to your |rest of their countrymen, and to have joined in 

] sazl ] 1 - > rendered avail- and peaceful working macl 
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to carry its own views of government into effect. 

The French majority asserted the most de- 
mocratic doctrines of the rights of a numerical 

When I observe these inconsistencies 

"conduct among the opponents and supporters 
{of these reforms—when I consider that their 

of government in the Canadas. It hasprevent- | in the very composition of society, and in the dividuals of each race have constantly been cra; ee ahh chs caliod Sal 

- ed, certainly, my completing some inquiries | fundamental institutions of government, for the | enlisted together on the side of government, | majority. I he English minori y avai o> itse f 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, | which I had instituted, with a view of effecting | causes of the constant and extensive disorder {or been found united in leading the Assembly of the protection of the prerogative, 2 ailed 

FROM THE EARL OF DURHAM, HER MAJESTY'S | | | reforms or essential, but still of sub- | which I witnessed. : : to assail its alleged abuses ; that the names of itself with all those of the colonial re agp 5 

HIGH M MIS {ER suborbinate, importance. But with the chief! The lengthened and various discussions | some of the prominent leaders of the rebellion which enabled the few to resist = w ve he ¢ 1e 

pra. ERY dt k Shon i : H ( ssioner, that of | which had for some years been carried on be- | mark their English, while those of some of the juny. But when we look to the o Je tne 

) ire ¢ tution of those | tween the contending parties in the colony, and | most unpopular supporters of the government each party, the analogy to our own pe ities 

TOGETHER 1 2 NG PARTS OF ) that 4s i r » no way, | the representations which had been circalated | denote their French origin ; and that the re- seems to be lost, if not actually reversed - the 

LORD D v RRESPON Wt in s rast iI stance ich at- { at home, lad pro luced in mine, as in most | pr sentatives, if not of an actual majority (as Fk rench appear to have use d their ig 

wi { ] ELG ! te iL « int i ex nds in £ 1) i, a very erroneous ew ( f| has occasionally heen asserted, ) at any rate, arms i oh onservative purposes, rather than 

Fi 0G : : : ae hl tims ywas left | the parties at issue in Lower Canada. The |of a large proportion of the purely kinglish po- | those of liberal and enlightened movement; and 

" a B 0 yn of wy labours. { gt rel wi hI was sent for the purpose of lation. have heen found ¢ mstantly voting | the s; pathies of the friends of reform are 

To the fost 1 ¢ Moyes; la tre e adminis and legislative | healing had n a quarrel between the lixecu- | with the majority of the Assembly against what | naturally enlisted on the side of sound amelio- 

May 17 Prease Your Majesty = to \ ‘ d (zovernment and the popular branch of|is called t we British party. Temporary and on, whi h the English minority in vain at- 

Your M i tra me w { ul y difficulty be discharged the most { t Legislature. The latter body had, appa- ‘al causes have no doubt, to a certain ex- tempted to introduce into the antiquated laws 

govern pent of e pr ince of Lower Ca ia! unren I Ol TAY 1 t. and ¢ ; of | reutly, been contending for opuiar rig ts a teu y duce I such resuits. I'he national | of oi ro = / 

during the eriti d the suspension o ) |, ! free government, The Executive government | hostility has not assumed is permanent infia- | Y et, even on the q westions which had been 

its const . tt ) { by in Can : 1nd been defending the prerogative of the |e » till of late years, nor has it hibited it- | most recently t prominent matters of dispute 

to i equ : ) | { ( 1 L “and the institutions which, in accor- | self every where at once. Wh displayed | between the two} rties, it is difficult to believe 

off bon - es. his repor } » with the principles of the British Con- | itself | rago in Cities of Quebee and Mon- | that th 10+{1 the races was the effect, 

re . i 1 ZO : rta 1 wn given of dissensions ye ' 1 ved from all personal contact ¥ Ie 1t » ¢ stablish re gistry-offices and to com- 

tl | i 0 ) E per and than any v the French, | those of the dist bel mute the feudal tenures; and yet it was among 

charge this ! r i in i » from = causes, I had st Quebec, y experienced little interference | the ablest and most influential leaders of the 

was invested, not 1 the } Co 101) yuntrymen, ima- the E h, continued to a very late period | English, that I { und some of the opponents of 

prived 1 i t { ) s 1d md sing itself m ly. ( by one | Assembly had ) entertain these 

of all « 1 { t 
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te s of th 1 nner S Ed nt interests which are} almost identical institutions of these Provin- {rection of 1&8 

Sie Soe wdations of ord 11 nd t ) 1 Tr magui- | t e with w history { ( i= \ 

ministration of civil government” + uraliy | fi » desti , not o1 oi tie million ane iN » other, defending the powers |tion of the Canadian populati 3 allowed d 1. son to believe that a 

limited to the two provi ces, in which the set- | half of your Maj sty s je wh { pres conceived necessary for the 1 a 1 n- ) 0, eV mn w ere tw o assert Ji sope that | gre nts who fougnt at 

tlement of such questions had been rendered | inhabit those provinces, but of that vast popu- | ance or order. 1 supposed that my principal | their loyalty ineli ed them thereto. 1he ex-}S wrles imagin d that the 

matter of urgent necessity, by the events that | lation which those : » and fertile territories | business would be that of deter how far { asperation thus g nerated has tended over pI PSS | ould be the over- 

had in one seriously endangered, and in the | are fit and destined hereafter to support. No | ¢ 1 party might be in the right, or whicl s | the whole of h race. I'h INOS t and | throw of s and feudul burdens; aud in the 

other actually SuSE nded, the working of the portion « f the American § rong: of devising some mea 18 1 - | sens | » of the Engl h- —t 10 + wh Pv iti 1d relarati mn of independ nce whi Dr. Robert 

existing constitution. But though the neces- | greater national resources for » defects which had occasioned the col. | had always been most liberal— those who had | Nelson issu d, hwo of the objects of the ins 

gity only reached thus far, the exten 7 | of large and flourishing com | of restoring such a ballance of the {always advocated the most moderate icy | rection were stated to be the abolition of feudal 

authority over all the British provinces in | mast boundless range of the 0i utional as might secure the fi l seems from that | tenures and the establishment of ristry offi- 
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| | contained in despatches from the Secretary of 

State, brought under my view the character 
and influence of the institutions established in 
all. 1 found in all these provinces a form of| 
government so nearly the same—institutions 
generally so similar, and occasionally so con- 
nected—and interests, feelings, and habits so 

much in common, that it was obvious, at the 

first glance, that my conclusions would be 
formed without a proper use of the materials at 
my disposal, unless my inquiries were as extend- | 

ed as my power of making them. How insepa- | 

rably connected I found the interests of your | 

Majesty’s provinces in North . , to] 

what degree I met with common disorders, re- 

‘ 
meric: 

quiring common rems es, is an important topic, | 
which it will be my duty to discuss very fully 

gent is merely to explain the extent of the t 

be posed on me, aad t point out the fact, that 

an inquiry originally directed only to two has 

necessar ] 1 d ) 3 r aj S= 

tv's Prov North A ° { 

and every day = experience and r ( nim- 

pre ssed more dee iy on my m nd the impor- 

tance oI (he decis 

duty to suggest, it 
that decision, to 

prompt and final. 

servation to conv 

I had it in charge to remedy are, eviis which 

no civilized community can long continue { 

bear. 1 here 1s nO class or section of 3 ir 

Majesty's subject in either of the Canadas that 

does not sui er from both the exis $4 disc raer 

and the doubt whi *h hangs over the future 

present state «( { u 11 gs 1s allowed (0 st, ¢ 

wenrity for person r NTONE M = 
security Jor 1 OT Prope = 

exiensive Ne 4 a Oe 
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pulation ed to till an 
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the cond n the « S 

su ss Of any sch e of ad 

y of promptitud 

1st important of the 
1 1 of tO Inc, at 

ET at 
decision on in my 
ns committee a very e 

period after my acceptance of the mission which 
vour Majesty was pie sed to confiae to 1714 

Bef re leaving lung land, 1 assured your Ma 

t the plan which 1 sl 

iness by the commence- 

under any circum- 

stances, the measures which I migh 
ined and supported in p 

ment by some person who would have had : 
share in the preparation of them, I added, that 

it was not improbable that I might deem it my 

paramount duty towards the provinces intrust- 
ed to me to attend in the House of Lords, for 

the purpose of explaining my own views, and 

supporting my own recommend tions. My 

resignatior of the office of Governor General 

has. therefore, in nowise precipitated my sug- 

Session ; and, 

If suggest 

should be ex P 

a ar nr mh " — 

government of the Cana- | 

in America, and of extensive regions o IF Provincial Secretary of State forthe determination never again to submiy (0 a 
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most valuable mineral s yet i tl mies on the 9th of August last, I de- | French majority. A few exceptions mark th 
wistence, rather than militate ag 

1 rule of national of the general 

French, distinguishes 

8, hi { 

scarcely touche ! long the whole line Ol sea} tailed 

] 

y vith great minuteness, the 1MpPressions |e 

coasts, around each island, and in every river, | which ias been produced on my mind by the 
things which existed in 

ainst the truth 

hostility. A 
he 

are to be found the greatest and richest fishe- | state of Lower | few of the moderat 

ries in the world. The best fuel and the most Canada; I acknowledged that the experi- |: 1 enlarged views, still con lemn the narrow 

abundant water power are available for the | ence derived from my residence in the | [ nati 1 prejudi and rainous violence of 

coarser manufactures, for which an easy and | vince had completely changed my view of the | tl countrymen, while they equally resist 

certain 1m: t will be found. Trade with | relative aence of the causes which had been | what the y consider the violent and unjust 

other continents is favoured by the possession | assigned for the existing disorders. I had | pretensions of a minority, 1 endeavour to 

of a large number of safe and spacious har- | not, indeed, been brought to believe that tl mai le party between the two ex 

bours ; long, deep, and numerous rivers, and | institutions of Lo ( la were less defec- | A large part of the Catholic clergy i of 

vast inland seas, supply the means of easy in- | tive than I had originally presumed them to be. | the prince pal proprietors of the sei l mi- 

tercourse : and the structure of the com From the circumstances in which I |lies, and some of those who are influenced 1 

generall the utmost facil r every | 1 placed, 1 was enabled to make such effi ¢- | ancient connections of pi 1 suppor e go- 

S cies 114 on oy |i md. | ] un- § tual Pp bse rvations as convinced me tl at tl re | vernment ag ] t revolu i mary vi Hence. A 

ded materials of agricultural, commercial, and | had existed in the Constitution of the Province | very few persons of English origin (not more 

manufa indus re there; it « ls lin the balance of the political powers, in the | perhaps, than fifty ou of tl whole number) 

nm sent ko rial | d practice of the administration in | | continue to act with the pa ty which they 

Legislature » deter y fo 2 ment of the government, defects | originally espovs 1. Those who affect to form 

1 [ rod {he { : ite cient to account for a great | a middle party exer ise no influence on the 

hy las n ! egree of ment and dissatisfaction. | contending extremes; and those who side h 

sure may [ 1s ens ) me ( iction. that for the peculiar and dis- { them, are regarded by their countrymen with 

ac nt of 1ts ow \ Pe a { bs { ( V hile they obt in o i » of t 7 \ 

re t rightful pat 1 i - n, confidence, or esteem « f those whom 

L side y the No \ id ior { \ ro as ol q ‘Tel Wild re comn V 

| s assigned them but t lored pear, on in rat ) 

y 1 » great iva I | vet t S asi ned t the public de ifr | I 

ecured the link of kine | orig 3 of : ies have him 

id benefits n ) i to t ssion of t r real motive 1d de 3 

rit en t e rr 1 ; wrised t nearer onservat ov 

Americ roy a Ey | re ) h Ve i i als ) 

rishing population by which they will ur nder w » been in the habit of 

1 ) ent pla ( S10NS 1 factions 1n untry s to s i 

Es r ’ ] rs ears oect t < if of other « nu 3 \ q - 

the eyes of » fmper Leg , the!ls | ont mere ground of t | an 

8 ec ,and t - 1 o | s S nd charity mM 1 the civilised 

rar 1g earliest orld, that the ties feel such a passion 

. 1 ) nt of a di 1 the most sirot sy and 1 dulge it tl most 

\' OV nent in that par ar « iy, in| ( class the Ives 

rily « 11 rst 1 3 t "1 1 nects 11 u 

hands I he suspension of ( 181 y ce | <i emi- 

ve Nn ess | Q 1 ] Ww ) t the s me village, { nol! 1Histita- 

Coss the « t of 1 ] : i t of the s » state. We are ready to warlare ag nst th 

vot mer ( ed f1 t 1 f con- that the real motive of the quarrel is | government and its supporters, whom they 1 > 

the alleged to real grievances ¢ t S¢ ’ which we ite to some more | have invoked the principhes ol popular control 

vince to leave on one side those matt of | usual cause. Experience of a state of society | a d democracy, and apy euled with no little 

temporary consent which a ident, or inter- | =o unl vided as that of Lower Canada | effect to the sympa <4 of pd ul politici ns in 

ests and passions ol partes, had elevated into! leads to an exac . opinion. 1 he | every ¢ iarter of the world. ne iunglhish, 
| * + : andes +4) 

ling their opponents in collision with the national feud forces itself on the 
vy an i p In bly, as the origin of the | government, have raiseqa the cry of loyalty and 

undue importance; aud, without reference to 

the representations ol the dispu | 

yself master of the real « . | fp . Fa 
, and tl of dissatis- | munity; wediscover that dissention, which ap- |ced the republican designs of the French, 

\ | 
i r designate, or rather nse 0 de- 

or suffering. designate, or rather 1 to de 1 
> 
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vour to make 1 e of every dispute which divides the com- | attachment to British connection, and denoun- 

causes tion of the p 
faction we another origin, are bat formed of | whom tl 0 

stant and all pervading quarrel, and | ) us 

at every contest is one of French and Eng- | the French have been vie ved as a democratic 

¢ party, contending for reform, and the English 
as a Conservative minority, protecting the 

menaced connection with the British Crown, 

and the supreme authority of the empire. 
There is truth in this notion, in so far as res- 

It was also a great 

vantage to me in one respect, that the ordinar 

business of the government of the Province 
combined with the functions of my in 

quiry. The routine of every day’s administra- 

tive business brought strongly and familiarly 
before me the working of the institutions on 
which I was called to judge. The condition 

he appellation of Radicals. rt signate, by 

lish in the outset, or becomes so ere it has run 
its course. 
The political discontents for which the vicious 

system of Government has given too much 
cause have for a long time concealed or modifi 

was 

of the people, the system by which they were | ed the influence of the national quarrel. 1t pects the means by which each partty sought 

censitaires, the very person most interested in 

their success, and that they were not more 

eagerly demanded by the wealthier of the Eng- 

lish, than by the artisans and labourers of that 
race whose individual interests would hardly 

i have derived much their 
{ success, 1 cannot but think that many, both of 

orters and of th 

{ 

| attainment was prevented by means of the 

i 

! 
I 

| 

direct benefit from 

e opponents, cared less 

{ for the measures themselves than for the han- 

dle which the agitation of them gave to their 

national hostility ; that the Assembly resisted 
ese changes chiefly because the Eaglish de- 

d that the cagerness with which 

English urged them was stimulated 

them ized by the French. 

Nor did 1 find the spirit whi animated 

| each party at all mote coincident with the re- 

presentations current in this country, than their 
objects appeared, when tried by English, ( 

rather European, ideas of reforming lea 

An utterly uneducated : ! 
1 opulation, implicitly oh ying leaders 

ruled them by the influence of confi- 

dence and narrow national prejudices, accorded 

very little with the resemblance which had been 
that high-spirited 

islation. 

inert 
who 

rular 

a blind 

democracy 

Still 
sould I discover in the English population 

American revolution. which ellected the 

wse slavish tools of a narrow official clique, 

proud merchants, which their 
deseribed them as nts had ing, 1 

A ish popu- 

lation, consisting of hardy farmers and humble 
mechanics, composing a very independent, not 

manageable, and sometimes a rather tur- 
y pro- 

extravagant loyalty and 

igh prerogative doetrines, | found them very 

i Pp P- 

4 | - | | : 
1 great respect ior popu Ir rigils, and sin- 

und the main body of the Kn 

valent, democracy. Though constant] 

1 a somewnat 

letermined on maintaining in their owt 

enforce their wishes by the 

constituti m ¥ nressure on 

» - 1 4) v 

Betw i the Ca- them an 

hostility : and 

pected, most 

the humblest and 
them and the 

smallest knot of officials, whose influence has 

iat nostHity w 
1 1 rly developed 

3% i 
ame 

1» 

vetween 
- y 

ndest of the body 

been repres ted as so formidable, I found no 
Symp whatever; and it must be said, in 
justice to this body of officials, who have been 

y much assailed as the enemies of the Cana- 
dian people, that however little I can excuse 

| the injurious influence of that system of admi- 
nistration which they were called upon to carry 

| into execution, the members of the oldest and 

most powerful official families were, of all the 
{ English in the country, those in whom TI ge- 

rally found most sympathy with, and kindly 

| 

| * Among the few petitions, except those of mere 
{ complaint, which 1 received from French Cana- 
dians, were three or four for the abolition and com- 

| mutation of the feudal tenures. The most remark- 
able was one which was presented from the inhabi- 
tants of the county of Saguenay, and supported by 

Mr. Charles Drolet, late M. P. P. for that county, 
I petitioners, who represented themselves as suf- 

t ry under a degree of distress of which the exis 
tence is too deplorably certain, prayed to be alloweq 
to settle on the wild lands at the head of the Sague- 
nay. They expressed their willingness to take the 

lands on any conditions which the government might 
propose, but they prayed that it should not be granted 
on the feudal tenure. 

( Continued on second Page.) 
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