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commanding such vessel shall have engaged to convey him sh 11 he 
entitled to remain and keep his baggage on board such vessel dor 
ing forty eight hours after her arrival in such harbour; and every 
such Master who shall compel any passenger to leave his vessel 
before the expiration of the =aid tern of forty eight hours shall 
incur a penalty not exceeding five pounds currency for every pas 
senger he shall so compel to leave his vessel ; nor shall any person 
or Master commanding such vessel remove or cause to be removed 
before the expiration of the said forty eight hours, any herthing or 
accommodation used by his passengers ander like penalty. 

V. And be it enacted, That every Pilot who shall have had 
charge of any vessel having passengers on board, and shall know 
that any passenger has been permitted to leave the vessel contrary 
to the provisions of this Act and shall not within twenty four hours 
after the arrival of such vessel in the harbour to which he shall 
have engaged to pilot her, inform the Collector or other chief offi- 
cer of Her Majesty's Customs at such place that a pr or 

passengers has or have been so permitted to leave the vessel, shall 
incur a penalty not exceeding five pounds currency for every pas- 
senger with respect to whom he shall have willfully neglected to 
give such information. 

V1. Ana be it enacted, That the monies levied under the au- 
thority of this. Act shall be paid by the Collector or other Chief 
Officer of the Customs by whom they shall have been received, 
into the hands of the Receiver Gnsbal for the purposes hereinaf- 
ter mentioned. 

VII. And be it enacted, That the monies raised, levied and re- 
ceived under the authority of this Act shall be applied by such 
officers or persons, and under such rules and regulations as the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or pers n administering the Go- 
vernment shall appoint from time to time for that purpose, in de- 
fraying the expense of medical attendance and examination of des- 
titute Emigrants on their arrival, and of enabling them to proceed 
to their places of destination, and in providing for their support 
until they are able to procure employment. 

VIII. And be it enacted, That all penalties imposed hy this 
Act may be sued forand rec overed; with costs, on oath of one eredi- 
ble witness other than the prosecutor, ir a smmnmary manner before 
any {wo Justices of the Peace in the City of Quebee orin the City of 
Montre al, and soch Justices may commit the offender to the Com 

mon Jail of the District until such penalty and costs shall he paid ; 
and one moiety of every such penalty shall belong to Her Veja tv, 
Her Heirs and Successors, and shall be pad into the hands of the 

Receiver General, to be applied to the purposes to which the othe ri 

monies levied under the authority of this Act are hereby appropriat- 
ed and the other moiety shall he long to the prosecutor. 

IX. And be it enacted, That every person to whom shall be in- | 
trusted the expenditure of any portion of the monies hereby appro- 

priated, shall make up detailed accounts of such expenditure, shew- 
ing the sum advanced to the accountant the sum actually expended, 
the balance (if any) remaining in his hands, and the amount of the | 
monies hereby appropriated to the purpose for which such advance 

shall have been made remaining unexpended in the hands of the 
Receiver General ; and that every such account shall be supported | 
by vouchers therein distinctly referred to by the numbers corres- 
pohding to the numbering of the items in such account, and shall 
be made up to and closed on the first day of December in each 
year, during wi ich such expe snditure shall be made, and shall be | 

attested before a Justice of the Court of Queen’s Bench or of 
King’s Bench, or a Justice of the Peace, and shall be transmitted | 
to the officer whose duty it shall be to receive such account within 
fifteen days next alter the expiration of the said periods respec- | 
tively. | 

X. And be it enacted, That the due application of the monies | 

received for she public use of the Province under the authority of | 

this Act, shall be accounted for to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and | 

nen ug through the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's | 
Treasury for the time being, and in such manner and form as Her 

Majesty, Her Heirs and Soccessors shall direet ; and that a detail - 
ed account o! ail such monies shall be laid be fore the several | 

hranches of the Provincial Legislatore within the first fifteen days 

of the next Session thereof. 

No. 13. 

Copy of a Letter from the Colonial Land and Emigration Com- 

missioners to J. Stephen, Esquire. 

COLONIAL LAND AND EMIGRATION OFFICE, 
0, Park Street, Westminster, 2d Feb. 1842 

Sir,— We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of £ 

21st —. 0, transmitting for your consideration and report, an Act | 

v the Legislature of the Province of Canada pis their 

late Session, intitled “ An Act to create a fond for defraying the 

expense ol enabling indigent Emigrants to proce ed tot! pe 

of destination, and of supporting them until they can 

Mg nt. 

We have the honor to state for Lord St: mley 's information, that 

we find the following to be the chief provisions of this Aet:—A tax 

of 5s. curreucy, is to P dé on acconnt every passenger, 

Cehi dren beirg comp uted in the manner at present ynestyibed in 

the lwperial Passeng ers’ Act,) who may arrive in the Colony from 
the United Kingdom, or any part of Europe. The tax is to be 

paid either by the Master of the Vessel as heretolore, or by an 

passed 1 

3 ir 

procure 

he of 

| present 

\ of the destitution before relief is afforded. 

order from any proper authority in this Country, directed to the 
Commissary Geueral in the Proviace, anthorizing the pavment of 

it, in certain instances, out of the public money at his disposal. 

The money raised by the tax is to be applied by persons appointed 
by the Governor, and under his directions in affording medical at- 

tendance to destitute Emigrants in enabling them to proceed to 
their places of destination, and in providing tor their support until 
they are able to procure employment. 
The remaining clauses are such 2s are necessary for preventing 

the evasion ol the Act, or for ensuring the fulf ilment of its provi- 
sions. Of these last, we may at once say, that they seem to be 
nearly identical with those of the same nature in the original Emi- 
grant Tax Act, which was passed in 1832, and renewed at two 
subsequent periods i in the years 1834 and 1338, and that they ap- 
pear to us inobjectionable. 
As regards the more sabstantial provisions of the Act, we would 

first remark that the arrangement for paying the tax by drafts on 
the Commissary General appears to be provided, in order to carry 
out the plans announced by the Governor General to the Le; gislature 
as being contemplated by Her Majesty's (Government, n: smely—of 
defraying out of public funds, this pirticnlar portion of the expense 
attendant upon Emigration, in the case of those persons who should 
obtain a certificate of approval from an officer of Emigration in 
this Country. When directed to submit an opinion upon this plan, 
we stated that it did not appear to us that the means existed for 
effectually carrying it into operation, and should Lord Stanley have 
decided not to adopt it in the exact form in which it was originally 
proposed, the foregoing provision of the Act will have been rendered 
unnecessary. It would not however be requisite on that-account 
that a change should be made in the Act, as the effect of not paying 
the tax out of the public money on account of a certain number of 
the Emigrants will only be that the contemplated exe eption to the 
general rule, of its being always paid by the master of the vessel 
will not occur. A somewhat similar provision which existed in the 
former Acts, directed that the tax should be doubled upon all 
Emigrants not bearing a certificate that they were embarked under 
the sanction of the Government in this County, has always we 
believe, in like manner remain-d inop rative. Before leaving this 
clanse, however, we beg farther to refer to our Report of the 2nd 
December. In it we stated that the authorities in Canada had 
apparently f fallen into some misapprehension as to the nature of the | #] 5 
assistance which it had been proposed to render to Emigration, 
and that we were, consequently, not aware what commnnication 
apon the subject might have been made to the Legislatare, on the 
part of the Executive Government. 

It is now apparent from the tenor of the provision we have been 
considering, as well as from the preamble of the Aet, that the 
Legislature of Canada did not consider that the grant of £3000, if 
obtained from the Imperial Parliament, was to be reckoned as an 

‘addition to the fond which will be created by the tax, but were aware 

that it was to be expended in relieving a certain number of British 
Emigrants upon their arrival, from the tax which would otherwise 
have to be paid by the Master of the vessel on their behalf. 
The next point on which it appears necessary to observe, is the 

role prescribed in the second clause for the computation of 
children. For obvious reasons of convenience, it 1s in ¢« nformity 
with that which at present exists in the Fmperi il Passengers’ Act, 
and has no doubt been taken from it. But various considerations 
having suggested the expediency of altering the existing regulation 
on that subject, it will probably be deemed necessary in Canada, 
should the Imperial Act be amended in this particular, to enact 
that the same mode of computation shall prevail in the Province, 
so as to avoid the complication of having two rules in force on the 
same subject. 

It remains to consider in the third piace, the important provision 
of the Act relating to the application of the money which will he 
raised by the tax. 

The object of the former enactments which authoiized thie 
impost, was declared to be to create a fund for defraying the 
expense of procuring medical assistance for sick Einigrants, and of 

| enabling indigent persons of that deseription to pieces to the places 

of their destination. In addition to theze two modes of relieving 

Emigrants, the present Act introduces a third, namely, that of pro- 
viding for their “supportuntil they are ab) » to procure employment.” 
The effect of this enactment re guir es very serious attention, 

That in case of an insufficient demand from other sources for 

the lahour of Emigrants upon their there cshoald be some 

public works on which they conld an option of employment 

at lower than the current wages of the Provined » has been fre ‘quently 

admitted to be one amongst other desirable ails to Kmisration to 

Canada. [tis also understood to has . In practice, te 

relieve any urgent cases of destitatios the fonds derived 
rom the Emigrant ta But the er amen words of the 

Act, above quoted, apparently gi nnemployed 

Emigrants for an indefinite time, it to <opport, which 

has never before been conferred on them, and w.i+h in practice 

might perhaps lead to serious evil [tis tene th ts algo pro- 
videa that all money which m: Ly o raised rity of the 

Act is to he applied to its appointed nses, und. v rales apd 

regulations as the Governor may probable 

therefore that every endeavour will be made to 1 the reality 

arrival, 

have 

‘e been usual 
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