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obtain something from the Provincial Funds of New Brunswick, a 
ela m thev are not ut all backward in urging. 

There are three families who reside constantly on the Reserve at 
the mouth of Eel River, about five miles from Dalhousie, the ¥ 
number 12 souls. As they have for some time resided constant! y 
within this Province, they way be considered as belonging to vs 
althongh they visit the Mission regularly, snd are on the Quebec 
list as claimants for land in Canada. The Reserve at Eel River 
comprises 400 acres of land of no value for enltivation. The River 
affords abundance of the finest Eels, and at certain seasons it is the 
resort of great quantities of water fowl, particularly Wild Geese. 
There is a very valuable Salmon Fishery near the mouth of the 
River, and the Tudians who reside there obtain a tolerable sub- 
sistence by fishing and fowling. 

I next visited Bathurst, where T was led to believe the Indian 
were in considerable nombers, hat on enumerating them 1 found 
only 27 souls. There are frequently a greater number Indians 
at Bathurst, but these are generally visitors from Gaspe and the 
Restigouche, with some from Pokemouche, The list comprises a! 
the regular residents on the Nep'signit, and T regret to state that 
they have not yet taken the Piedge, and are a dirty, dranken, idle, 
worthless set, far more degraded in character, and more wretched 
in appearance than any of the Indians of New Brunswick. It was 
almost impossible to hold any communicativn with them, as ther 
were generally in a state of intoxication, and very in<o'ent and un 
reasonable. Ouly one of the Indians at this place, Prisque Wryoush, 
attempts the cuitivation of the sil. He ocenpies a portion of the 
Reserve on the Nepisiqut, and this year cut a little Har, but his 
Potatoes had failed entirely fiom the dronghit or want of care. The 
rest are outcasts and wanderers, who gain a miserable sahsictenee 
by fishing, and by any other emp oyment they can obtain. I have 
communicated with the Rev. Mr. Egan of Mirami: Li, with respect 
to these people, they being withiy lus distriet, althongh at a lone 
distance from Lim. He informs me that it is his intention to send 
a delegation of the most prudent a + sible Indians of the River 
Miramichi, to invite the Tnlians of Bathurst to leave that place, 
and join the main body of the Micmaes at Miramichi. Tf the re. 
movai can be effected, he it inks that the force of example, as well 
as frequent admonitions, would jn'ves them to reling ish their 
as habits, and lead a more moral life. 

Unless the Indians at Batharst ean be * induced to leave that 
place and join those at Miramichi, there will be litile hope of their 
reformation, and it is an object of some fob tance to effect that 
removal as soon as possible. 

From Bathuor-t | proe ede d by land to Richibueto, and visited 
the Indian Reserve on th t River, accompanied hy the Rev. Joseph 
M. Paquet, the excellent Missionary of that district. 1 isd: an 
numerating the Iudiaus frcguentine the Richibueto, that they 

amounted to 158 souls, and it is hig wy eratifving to be able to 
report the steady industry and Zool conduet of these Micmacs, who 
ner fast acquiring the orderly hal its i tability of civilized if 

Fhe Tudian improve ment: on the Richibucto River are scattered 
along the front of the Reserve, from Bie Cove up to the Molus 

River. Their clearings sng ve v estimation to 120 acres, on 
which they raised in the year 1840, 65 bush 1s of Wheat, 15 bushels 
of Barley, 2,370 barrels of Pot. ad and they cut 13 tons of Hay. 
Their crop this year will not fall short of = it, although it snffered 
considerably from the dro ght. There are here five framed houses, 
the owners of which live very comfortably in the English style. 
The interior of the dwell ngs appeared very elean, and exhibited 
the vsual furniture of a frm house, while the cupboards made a 
very creditable display of dell) knives, forks, spoons and other arti. 
cles appertaining to a wel ordered household. The ceilings were 
garnished with ears of Indian Corn hung up to dry, and every 
thing about the honses, as well as in the wigwams, gave indication 
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of a suffici iency of food, while the dresses of the people were of 
good gnality, clean and comf)rtable. 
A number of the Mi. macs on this River have for some years past 

heen employed as labcurers by the merchants and others engagid 
in trade and lambcring, and particolarly by John Jardine, Esquire, 
at whose deal wharvos and sh’ Pp) yard they have hitherto had almost 
constant employwen'. Mr. Jardine iuformed me that he found 
them as useful acd profitab’e men as any he could get; that they 
were very strong, as well as active, iad would do far more work in 
a day an the ordinary ran of aby urers. The Indians so em- 
ployed have acquired steady aud regular habits of labour, from 
rs regularly at fixed h urs, and to the habits thus acquired, 

¢ the force of ex vmple upon the rest of their people may he attri- 
= 'd their advane:s in civilization and the possession of superior 
comfort : 
On the 7th October T met the India {this River in full Ceun- 

{ il at which Noel John, the Chief at Bucstoue 1e, and several Indians 

from that River also attended. [1 expliined to them the wizhes of 
His Excellency with respect to the manage: ent of — lands, the 

tablishiment of Schools amon th nd th Hrovemeat of their 
condition. The announcement was receiv vi with great satisfaction, 

and they pro essed their readiness ty abide by the decision of the 

Government, Lnowin q that their greal | — the Queen would order 
what wes 7 oh’, and thet their Faller the Governor would see it 

faithfully ex cued. They desirad me to accept from them a contir 

mation of my election as Grand Chief at Burnt Church Peint, and 
they present d a Commission and Wampum accordingly. 

The Indians of Buctonche River amount in all to 3 souls. They 
have about 100 acres cleared, and last year they raised ten bushels 
of wheat and 6650 barrels of potatoes, » here is only one house at 

iat of Noel John, t e Chief, who 1s a man of 

considerable int tel gence and inform: tio on, and owns some vroperty. 
The Indians of this River attend more to fishing and fowling than 
their brethren of Richibueto, of whom they may be considered i 
part, as thev attend annually with them at Richibucto Island on 
Sint Anne's Duy, to celebrate the Micmac Festival, and regulate 
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their affairs, 
1 presented to Noel Jolin, the Medal delivered to me, for him, 

by His Kxcellene Ve. 

I returned to Saint John by Buetouche, Shediac, the Bend, and 
Snscex Vale. On my way 1 met the Rev. Ferdinand Gauvrean, 

P. at Dor ‘hester, v vho furnished me with a list of In Jans ander 
his pisto-al charge at the Memrameook, amounting to 126 souls. 
The Reverend Gentleman stated to me that they oce apied a p. ece 

o” land containing 63 acres, purchased for them two years since 
with a sam of £30, granted for that purpose by the Provineial 

Legislature, which land had been conveyed to the Magistrates of 
the County of Westmorland, in trust. He also in‘ormed me that 
they had taken the pledge, and were consequently sober and indus- 
trions; that they did uot cultivate the soil so much as they would 
do, if thi 'v had more land. That they owned boats, and fished in 
the Bay of Func v, thereby making out a tolerable living ; and that 
with a very little assistance they might be rendered quite independent 
in their circamstances, 

I have since learned that there are a few Indians at the Ahovsha- 
oan, a sm: Il River emptying into Shediac Harbour ; and on en- 
auiry 1 find that there is an Indian Reserve there, which was not 
m-ntioned in the Surveyor General's Return, and consequently did 
not come under my notice. Dr. Gesner, who recently visited the 
Abon<haoan, states to - » that he saw there three wen, jour women, 

two Shy and three gicle, in all 12 souls, whom I have included in 
the Genera! Return.  ‘1T'he Doctor aiso states that the v do not cul- 

tivate the soil, hat gain a live lihood hy fishiv g and fowling. 

The Retora, No. 13, hereunto annexed, furnishes a full state- 
ment of all the Micmaes of New Brauswick, auiounting to 935 
souls; to which if there be adled the Milicetes, amounting by my 
Retare «ff 12¢th Aazust last to 442 souls, the whole Tudian popula- 
tion of the Province will he fom wil to amount to 1377 souls. The 
Micmacs frequenting Eel River and Dalhousie are wot included in 
this grand total, they being enumerated among the Micmaes of 

hers are given in the annexed Return, No. 14. tx (Canada, wh ot * nun 
The Return, N 15. which follows, 1s a comparative statement of 
the nnmber of he : and children at each Tadian Settlement, from 
whieh it appears t hat the largost pro por tion of children exists at 

Memramecook, (D rchester) where there are 75 children to 51 
adults, from which a very favo rable opinion of that Settlement may 

he drawn. The smallest number of children appears among the 
degraded Indians of Bathurst, where there are only 8 children 
among 19 adults. At Cascapediae, (in Gaspe) as | have before 
stated, there are only 23 children to 61 adults, a frightful decrease 
in nnmbers, 

This is an appalling state of things, clearly demonstrating the 
| rapid decrease of the Indian race among us, calling loadly for the 
interference of the Government.in behalf of this vufortunate people, 
the survivors of the ancient possessors and loras of the country, 
who are fast vielding to the calamitous fate which so often befalls 
aneivilized man, when brought into contact with the natives of 
Europe or their descendants, 

I learned on enquiry from many elderly people, who stated 
themselves to be childless, that they had had from 8 to 12 children 
each, who had ” «1 in 1in‘aney trom measles, whooping coagh, secar- 
let fever, eroop, typhus, smallpox, and a variety of other diseases to 
which ehildren are s nbject. The inf fants are much expose hy the 
wandering habits of their parents, who rely aluiost entirely upon 
their own modes of treatment with roots and herbs, which are quite 
nseless and ineffective in the majority of cases. During my visit 
to the Miramichi, the children were suffering dre: Wfaly 1 irom dys- 

entery, and while at Burnt Church Point, a death occurred almost 
daily. Being provided with medicines, I ventured to administer 
them, and a< id gave relief in the first few cases, the Indians were 
emboldened to use my prescriptions freely, and the further progress 
of the disease was somewhat checked. Had a medical man aceom- 
pani ed me, 1 feel confident that, under Providence, many chillren 
who this vear die d of * dysentery might have been saved, or at all 
events had a chance for their lives. 

Having in this and my preceding Reports, furnished complete 
lists of all the Indians of New Brunswick, designated their several 
Localities, and deseribed their several circumstances, I now beg 

leave to offer some general remarks with respect to the best means 
of amelior. ting their condition and elevating them in the scale of 
sociely and civil ization, a sanbject of grave importance in itself, in- 
volving oblications of a deep and en: luring character. 
The dats of this Province are at present in an anomalous eon- 

dition ; they are among us, yet not of us, and it seems neither wise 
nor just to allow in our midst, another race to remain perinanently 

inferior, a burden and misery to themselves, and a barrier to the 
aeneral progress of the whole community. A late writer in Canada 
has very justly remarked, “that no plan of general improvement 
can be complete, unless it includes the means of elevating the Abo- 
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