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vt ne it was desirable the members of the Tustitntion should eleet |

their officers with as little delay as possibie) it wauld he proper to
: f_;“!irn over for a few days to allow tiae for the<e poiats te bhe ar-
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wonld be held early next week.
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the Attornev (s qneral that a2 vote of thanks should b el to Has
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Vxeelleney the Lientenant (rovernar ay ascl.onatiag for Q1S anie and
realons exertions in promoting the ohject of the mecting; and tie
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¢l was cordialiy responded to Hy ail present,
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In retarning Liis acknowiedgoements, the foeutenant {revernor
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took oceasion to express the assurance o the nterest which he
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removed from itz and that he should amit no epporiantty either n
onlon where e was a2 member of two {nstitutions, with whieh he

1 m‘u-«‘z to brine the Mechanies' and Cottagers” Tustitation into eor-
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respondence, ol ewhere, of promoting the cuccess of this Insti-
fution by bringing it into close connexion with those of a shwpilar
aracter estallishe ! at home.  He trasted to hear of their suceess'nl
orogress and firm establishment, and concluded by expressing his

counviction that they wounld be well and ably supperted by the [riends

ch

in whose hands he left them.

The meeting was then adjourned.

11. The following is a copy of an Address presented to His Ma-
jesty on behalf of a proposed Iustitution, called tae Metropolitan
BBenefit Societies” Asyluini-—

T the King's Most Evcellent Mj-sty, the humble, Lyal and most
dutiful ‘-]':/4{)‘;»,\'.\', of the I'/'l'.\'l.f['\‘)lf, !7ice- Presidenw's, CS"'., /_lf the

Metropolitan Benefit Socicties” Asylum.

« Qypi,—Impressed with the most lively feclings of loyalty and |

attachment te your Royal Person and Iilustrious Family, and em-
holdened by the many acts of princely munificence and paternal
regard with which vour grateful sabjects have heen honoured, since
Divine Providence has called you to the British Throne, we humbly
venture to approach your Reyal Presence, and to solicit the high
honour of your August Patronage on behalf of an Tnstitation,
which, though now in its infarey, promises ere long to be of the
Lighest national importance.

« We trust, Sire, that while advoeating the cause of the Metro-
politan Benefit Societies’ Asylum, we shall not be considered in-
trusive in submitting to your Majesty a few brief facts relative to its
formation.
moving in the hnmbler walks of life, and supported by funds drawn
almost exclusively from their own limited resources, have been the
means of sapporting hundreds of thousands of industrious Mecha-
nies and Labourers, when enfeebled by sickness, or eppressed with
the infirmities of old age; thus effecting a most importaut reduc-
tion in the public burthens of the community.

« ]till, Sire, great as the good has been iu their establishment, it
1.as been too often painfully felt that the relief thus afforded to the
aged and infirm, has been, in very many instances, inadequate to
their support. To obviate this .evil—to afford to their weary and

worn-ont memb

"

of the Metropolitan Benefit Societies’ Asylum.

4 Qjre, like the parent Tustitutions from which this has emanated, |

the Metropolitan Benefit Societies’ Asylum had its origin in the
of philanthropy existing among the industrious,
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spontaneous feeli

prudent, yet hamble class of society. Cheered, however, by the
approbation and support of their superiors, they have ventured yet

higler in their parsuit ; and zealous in the cause of charity and
benevolence, humbly and earnestly beg leave to solicit the exalted
patronage and support of their most gracious and beloved Monarch.

« When, Sire, we remember with gratitnde that it was under the
benignant Reign of our late excellent and revered Sovereign, your
Majesty’s venerable Parent, that Friendly Societies first obtained
Legislative sanctiou and pratection, and which, under that protection,
has increased to npwards of a million of hea’s of families, we cannot
buat be sanguine in our expectations, that our hopes will be realized
in his Tlustrious Son, and that your Majesty’s faithful subjects will
again have to bless the name of their common Friend and Protector.

« W.T. GOPELAND, President.”
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II1. Copy of a letter addressed by Benjamin Hawes, Jun.,
Esquire, President of the Friendly Societies’ Iunstitution, to the
Grant’s Town Friendly Society.

Lambeth, August 13, 1836.

Sirs,—J beg te acknowledge the letter you have addressed to
me, together with a copy of the rules and accounts of the Grant’s
Town Frieadly Society; and I beg to assure you on the part of
the Society and on my own part, that we receive your communica-
tion with unfeigned pleasure, and with an earnest desire for a con-
tinuance of that friendly intercourse which has thus sprung up
between us.
listle motives to disturb their steady course, and he impressed on
them, that in the acquisition of useful knowledge, they should ever

mmber that there was a higher knowledge which they should
xertions in what-

reme
sedulously cultivate, and without which, all their e
ever pursuit would be

The Lieutenant Gov
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unavailing.
ernor then suggested that as there were se-
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Benefit or Friendly Societies, composed of persous |

ers a secure Asylom, wherein they may pass the |
brief remainder of their days in quictnde and comfort—is the object |

It is grati'ving to find that neither distance nor distinction of
any sort really separates those who are engaged in promoting the
common welfire of their species. They may be far distant from
each otier, but one day or another they find themselves united as
we da, and eo-operating in the promotion of nseful objects.

Friendly Societies such as those you support, can only lead to

eood. The principlez of frogality and forethoaught they practically
teach. are the very basis of personal independence and moral im-
proverwent.  They exhibit the wholesome fruit of industry ; they

:
\

inenleate a respeet for property ; they are closely counected with
freedom whilst they can exist only whilst a love of order and a
respect lor the law is maintained.

To ¢hew you the extent to which they have been carried in this
part of the empire, I have sent veu a history of the Savings’ Banks
England, which gives vou the number of Friendly Societies also
This book will shew you the
and T hope encourage

O
in connexion with those Banks.
importance attached to them amongst us
the formation of more amongst yourselves,

I also beg vou te accept a little book, to shew you how much
human toil may be lightened, and how much ore extensively
homan wants may be supplied by the aid of machinery. Perhaps
when in the eultivation of the soil in youar part of the world, you
see machines introdueed, vou may think them injuricus. This
little book will shew you their value and importauce to all classes.

[ shall be most happy to render you any service in my power;
and | remain vour sincere friend and well-wisher.

(Nigned) B. HAWES, President.

| To the Graut’s Town Friendly

’

w0t
Society.

IV. The following paper was read at a meeting of the 1nstitution,
hield on Monday the 24th October
CALCULATION OF THE PROFITS ARISING FROM A PLANTAIN GROVE,

¢ From Flinter's Account of Puerto Rico.)

A proof more convincing of the extraordinary fertility of this
lsland than the following calculation of the produce of nineteen
acres of land under plantains, eultivated by one man, cannot be
offercd. T shall proceed to demonstrate the truth of what is known
by experience, that the labour of one man yearly will maintain 240
individuals for the same period. A cord of land (which is one-tenth
less than an English acre) will contain 625 plantain trees, planted
in the usual manner. The namber of shoots which are left to each
tree wnder proper culture, s three. Kach shoot yields one banch
of plantains yearly, and every bnnch on an average contains twenty-
{ five plantains, which gives for every tree annually seventy-five
plantains.  The original trees being 625, the number prednced by
one cord of land will be 46,875 plantains. The plaitain groves
require very little cultivation. The grass that grows among the
plants is trifling, in consequence of the shale cast by their large
and spreading leaves. The moderate work ot a free labourer in a
plantain grove daily, is to clear from weeds an extent of land
measuring five yards in breadth, and twenty-five in length ; so that
one mpan is able with ease to weed a cord of land in five days.
Caleulating three weedings annually, which is the most regaired,
one man, working fifteen days in the year, can ke-p it in a perfect
state of cultivatio . Deducting from the year 75 Sundays and
holidays, the working days will be reduced to 290 days, and this
number heing divided by 15, which is the number of days necessar
for ene man to keep a cord of plantain trees in order, we find that
| by the work of one man nineteen cords of land under plantains may
| he kept in perfect order. Each cord will yield, aecording to the
; forezoing ealeulation, 46,275 plantains, which, multiplied by 19, the
| number of cords which one man can eultivate, we shall have
890,625, which is the total nroduce in plantains of nineteen cords.
Supposing that a man will consume ten plantain daily (which is a
liberal allowance,) he will require for a year's subsistence 3650
plantains.  Therefore, dividing the number of plantains produced
by tle labour of one man, 890,625, we find the number 244, which
represents the number of men which may be maintained with this
fruit by the moderate labour of one individual.

To the inhabitant of Kurepe, who does not know, or cannot coun-
ceive the fertility of this soil, or the productive force of tropical
vegetation, this calculation may appear extravagant, but it js
nevertheless very exact and true.

The amount of capital required to undertake this species of
industry is no less surprising. Nineteen cords of the best land

9

may cost at the maximum, .o .a oo .o &1900
The simple implements necessary for this class of cultivation, 100
Clearing and preparing uineteen cords of land, .. .. 200
Making a feuee, e .o o4 .o “e 160
Allowing three bullocks and a horse for workiug, the former

at 40 dollars each, the horse at 30 e 4 i 150
T'wo slaves to take care of the animals, ete.* o i 800
Capital, .o .o .o .o .o .o $3310

We hage already observed that nineteen eords of plautaiu trees
produce 890,625 plantains, which, sold at the lowest customary
price, twenty four for a real, or six pence steriing, or 192 for a
dollar, or four shillings, are worth 4639 dollars, which is more than
140 per cent. on the capital employed. £

This calculation is made, supposing the plantains to be sold on

* Supposing slaves necessary to take care of the animals; but with free
\ labourers it would be still cheayer.




