
AGRICULTURE. 

The following article from a popular periodical for February, 
will shew the turn of argument and speculation upon topics of deep 
concern to the people of England and her transatlantic colonies. 
[t is said that observers at a distance may sometimes take calmer 
and perhaps clearer views of subjects which agitate the public mind, 
than those immediately engaged in the contest. It is probable at 
this time that the struggle of rival interests has commenced in 
Parliament, and it will soon be decided whether the corn laws are 
to be repealed, and with them the discriminating duties upon com- 
merce, or whether the crisis will pass over and the struggle be re- 
newed in a future season. 
The children of the world are wise in their generation, but whether 

their wisdom will stand the test of time and experience, may be as 
problematical now as of old—perhaps their wisdom, such as it was, 

leclined, as their affairs have become more complicated. 
First as to the Corn Laws: in 1815 they were imposed, and would 
have been clamoured down but for the landing of Bon: parte and 
the events of the ‘ hundred days,” 
them ; and hence England in 1839 is under a tenancy at will, with 

ruined farmers, men of little Capital, and living from day to day, 
engrossing lands and throwing corn fields into pap. to lessen 
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which drew off attention from | 

of people, and it may be expected that human labour, and skii] in 
abridging it, will prove in a great degree a substitute, when instead 

threshing machines and other 
Ls 

of the present clamour against 

economic al methods, men will be » eacer to possess the qe adv: mntag e 

as a means of abridging their own labour. May we aii also look 

for real freedom of trade in other things as well as in Corn, and an 

extension of the bonding system throughout the country, bringing 
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thus redeeming the merchant’s 
him, and lastly may we not outlay belore duties are demanded of 

hope that the re-occupation of the four millions of acres of enclosed 

commons valued at £6 0,000,000 stern ng, and the rebuilding of 

30,000 cottages pulled down by parish authorities, driving the pea- 

santry off id land < into beer shops and work house s—may restore 
some of thi comforts of the people, and effect that distribution 
of wealth which has been checked by the engrossing of profits, ex- 
hibiting the spectacle of a country EL sage ssing land, labour, and 
capital, witheut the means of rendering then reciprocally available 

till the capital flows into distant and hazard 
riching foreign soils, the people remain unemployed and s {a : reign i=, ow i d api “ tarving, 

and the land waste or deficiently cultivated 

ous “specuk tions, en- 
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If capital were as plentiful as water we demand it not in torrents 
and floods which often devastate, but in descending dews and 

| fertilizing showers. 

he cost of tillage, and proportionably diminishing the aggregate of | t proj ) 8 
food and employment, while population had been increasing. 

Scotland did not fe S the conversion of their tillage lands into 

sheep walks, because she had the markets of England open to he 
and the districts which suffered were thinly pe opled—still she « lid 
suffer : but a densely populous country like England would have 

felt the effects of such a change, even if the manufacturing districts 
had not to maintain a surplus population beyond those engaged in 
agriculture. 

Thus also is there suffering in the west of Ireland, where pastures 
and wretchedness coexist, from the numbers being too great to be 
sustained from pasturage, a mode of occupancy whic *h divides the 
profits between landlords and grazing farmers, and affords but a 
pittance to a few herdsmen. 

In the tillage districts of Ireland, the small corn farmer or “ oceu- 
pying tenant” of from 5 to 50 acres, pays a fair rent and applies 
his capital to improvement: he is a thriving man, and his i ugal 
habits help to secure his profits, enable him to pay his rent punctu- 
ally, and to enjoy a premium from the English Corn Laws, which 
exclude the competition of the foreigner who pursues the same 
economical system. Secure in his lease, he pities the distressed 
English Farmer holding at the will of his landlord, envies not his 
teams of horses, his smart gates and fences and his other refinements, 
satisfied to drive his own plough, and to partake of the same homely 
fare with his labourers, which he is ever ready to share with the 

—, paupers of the pasture distriets, 

g 3 he al bolitic nm of the corn laws ct not throw Ene 
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ish corn lands 

out of cultivation, but will bring in a race of frogal, hardy, and in- 
dustrious tenants, w . OW will in like e manner be able to pay rents, and 

under secure leases, ly their resources to tillage: the landlords 

bv encouraging a Eg tenantry will increase the products of the 

country: theo iy gre of small farms will raise corn, and the accu- 
f : ] pie rs of alle ( tm ents will raise other produce, fruit, poultry, eggs, | 
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pork, &e., all which are now drawn from Ireland, France, and 

Belgium. 
To ti © P roprietor it cannot s 
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insulted by the weil SHE Wi remark In Ireland, that ¢“ the Pig pavs 

the rent. The stranger instead of 
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pastures of England and wondering where the people live, or passing 
through the manufacturing thrones and wond rime to they ive 

will agai | efnnoida 1a evel district Jie 171 ¢ Steads and fic / eroirs stan 1118 
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ravelling through the ereen | 

p EE. 1 | . Ce ae 1 Q0 ow = . 1 
revenue four fold what they were in 1507 under the Is. 8d. duty 

urely matter what his land produces | 1 

I'hat England, with her capital, her skill, enterprise and ind: ustry 
will with the blessing of Providence on her labours, become again 
an exporting country of corn, may he confidently predicted, but the 
manufacturer must not be pent up as in a besieged fortress on short 
allowance, and the agriculturist must have the markets of the world 
for all he requires, freely open to him—much is said of our national 
burthens—it is a relative term--the burthen is heavy or light in 
proportion to our strength to bear it: thus ten pence in the pound 
is a heavier charge to a distressed man than ten shillings to a 
prosperous one—if we would sustain our burthens we must give 
strength to our sinews by free exercise—the freedom of the money 
trade is one branch of it that must not be overlooked, and if the 
right use be made of the public credit, a safe means will be found 
of effecting that distribution which the country requires. The 
consideration of this branch of the subject and of the bearing of 

these important questions upon the prosvects of the colonies must 
necessarily be delerred. 

Frtract. 

TRADE AND COMMERCE. 
PRODUCTIVENESS OF LOW DUTIES. 

The mischief and hardship occasioned to the people of this coun- 
try by hich duties are incale ulable. These Sees duties are im- ] k re 1m 

posed either with the view of raising revenue or of polecting some 
particular trade or class at the ex (pense of the whole ; community. 

In as {a S 1 fir E14 bjeet 1s concerned hich duti eS Tae signally 

failed, as the history of many eommodities shews. Our limits only 
permit us at present to ac dver rt to one—coifee. Previoy usly to 1732 

the duty on cofiee was Zs. per Ib. in that year it was reduced to 
ls. 6d. and the duty thence arising averaged for several years 

The high duty however encouraged smuggling : and the conse- 
a ” . [= 1 1 . y - quence was that the revenue in 1733 had declined to £2869. In 
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| 784 the duty was reduced to bd., and the revenue immediate ly 
ose to £7,200, shewing an increase in the consumption of legally 

, oe . : 9 £1 i 1QN~ | ffee of eight fold. In 1807 the duty was 1s. 8d., the 
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= 1 an 1208 the duty was reduced to 7d., and the 
vear the revenue rose to £245,856, or 50 per cent., and 

upwards of S.000.0001bs. weight of coffee were consumed in =0Y : | iii - 

col mntion instantls declined 2.000.000 bs. below what it had been : 
in 1817, and the revenue was under £400,000. In 1824 the duty 

» again reduced to 6d. the consumption Increase d by 3,000,0001bs. 

1219. and the revenue £583.000, being 50 per cen nt higher with the 
dutv at 6d. than with the dutv at ls. In 13306 the duty on East- 

of £650,000, the consumption being now twenty four fold and the 
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I'his places the injurious eliects ol ign duties on the revenue 

in a striki en But it may be said that the increased 
consumption of coffee must have led to diminished consum p ition of 

tea: and thus that the gain of the revenue on the one was balanced 

up, and i ir con and iruits and varied produce § where insieas i 
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of less than a third of the population hiving by labour on the land, 

] is the hoast of the economist, the landlord will glory as ol wl 1¢] i ’ 

old ; in the number of his thriving tenantry ;: the great farmer ceasing 
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to be jealous of the small ¢ccupier, and both srving to in nrove 
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the resources ol the cour ITY, not seeking the Pro ation of corn 
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lawn 0 t applying adequate means to the tillage of the land and 
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re-cultivating wan #4 tne hardy virtues of their yveomen ancestors, 
p— | | = 1 . a . . 

he rur districts thus open to the starving operatives, again ex- 

hibit ne tl e 100IM IN the Col oe without interfering with the opera- 

tions of the factory, but ready to supply additional hands to it when 
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red ired, cnlja bpreatniing t » iresh air ol the coun ry ana groovy ny 
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morally contam ted 

agriculture at a certain stage where intelligent enterprize required | 4 ! 

combination and great capital for ex a, but as rotation of 
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oached 022.000.0001 hs. 

the reveuue from 1 TOSe 1 the interval neariy half a 
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0 doubt he re that the duty on cotlee is 
. 
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{ crops may now be practised upon the smallest as well as the largest i Bere Can. De BO. Geol 1" 1 el : 

0 rcupan cles, there 1s no more reason psd adnermmg exclusively {oS : I 100 mg }, and that It 18 adult erate ht wasted ype 

large farms than to large ] {and other articles to an 1mmense shen. i - proiit on such 

factories It seems 1 | a lulteration is very aoreat. It is only coliee ot a very ordinary 

best suits their cir ’ quality wi ich can he purchased for 1s. fd. per 1h., while chicory, 

once the interest of the | cannot cost 2d. per Ib. There is eyery reason to believe therefore 
One great change seem that the reduction of this duty, which at presentis equal to from 

were estimated to 

consuming the pro 
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uce of land that would feed five or six millions 

) to 100 pes cent, according to the quality or tlie value, would not 
would unquestionably tend not only to . diminish the revenue, as it 


