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AGRICULTURE.

The following article from a popular periodical for February,
will shew the turn of argument and speculation upon topics of deep
concern to the people of England and her transatlantie colonies.
[t is said that observers at a distance may sometimes take calmer
and perhaps clearer viewz of subjects which agitate the public mind,
than those immediately engaged in the contest. It is probable at
this time that the strugegle of rival interests has commenced in
Parliament, and it will soon be decided whether the corn laws are
to be repealed, and with them the discriminating duties upon com-
merce, or whether the crisis will pass over and the struggle be re-
newed in a future season.

The children of the world are wise in their generation, but whether
their wisdom will stand the test of time and expérience, may be as
problematical now as of old—perhaps their wisdom, such as it was,
has even declined, as their affairs have become more complicated.
First as to the Corn Laws : in 1815 they were imposed, and would
have been clamoured down but for the landing of Bon: parte and
the events of the * hundred days,” which drew off attention from |
them ; and hence England in 1839 is under a tenancy at will, with
ruined farmers, men of little Capital, and living from day to day,
engrossing lands and throwing corn fields into pastures to lessen |
the cost of tillage, and pmportmn ibly dlmmmn..;: the aggregate of |
food and employment, while pnpnlutmn had been increasing.

Scotland did not fec '] the conversion of their tillage lands into
sheep walks, because she had the markets of England open to he
and the districts which suffered were thinly pe upl(d—~—~hl] she « //
suffer : but a densely populous country like England would have
felt the effects of such a change, even if the manufacturing districts
had not to maintain a surplus population beyond those engaged in
agriculture.

Thus also is there suffering in the west of Treland, where pastures
and wretchedness coexist, from the numbers being too great to be
sustained from pasturage, a mode of occupaney which divides the
profits between landlords and grazing farmers, and affords but a
pittance to a few herdsmen.

In the tillage distriets of Ireland, the small corn farmer or “ oceu-
pying tenant” of from 5 to 50 acres, pays a fair rent and applies
his capital to improvement: he is a thriving man, and his frugal
habits help to secure his profits, enable him to pay his rent punetu-
ally, and to enjoy a premium from the English Corn Laws, which
exclude the competition of the foreigner who pursues the same
economical system. Secure in his /ease, he pities the distressed
English Farmer holding at the w#// of his landlord, envies not his
teams of horses, his smart gates and fences and his other refinements,

catisfied to drive his own piough, and to partake of the same homely
fare with his labourers, which he is ever ready to share with the

l'mvrn't paupers of the pasture distriets, ?

The al nhlu m of the corn laws w”l not throw English corn lands |
out of cultivation, but will bring in a race of frogal, hardy, and in- |
dustrious tenants, w ‘. 0 W 1'] n '!\' e manner be able to pay rents, and ;
under secure leases, 1y their resources to tillage: the landlords s

bv encouraging a \H-,.H tenantry will increase the ]»r(n’;m'fu of t’;:-:

; ; ‘ 1 |
country : the o t'r‘l‘}v]c‘.’- of small farms will raise corn, and the accu- |
¢ . :

piers ol “] ouments w il raise other produce, fruit, poultry, eges,
pork, &e., all wh ..'iu are now drawn from Ireland, France, and

Belgium.

of people, and it may be expected that human labour, and skii] in

abridging it, will prove in a great degree a substitute, when instead
threshing machines and other

s

of the pr-‘-vn; clamour against
economical m

. ~] ';Y‘_.‘“- > w ‘.,- \!. - *'ex 3 |
as a means of abridging t weir own labour. i d} W¢ .\1)2 also I'M),
for real freedom of trade in other things as well as in Corn, and an
extension of the bonding system thrnn;.mut the country, bringine
200ds to the doorof the consumer anc

ethods, men will be eager to possess these advantage
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thus redeeming the merchant’s
him, and lastly may we not

H'lﬂ;t\‘ })mm"' 41Yl?it'~- are t]v"l'&'ld}\';] of

hope that the re-occupation of the four millions of acres of enclosed

commons valued at "" 000,000 sterln I‘E, and the 1"}")iHin‘_5 of
30,000 cottages pulled down by parish authorities, driving the pea-
santry off :'.m f:n.u? < into beer shops and work h<)".-‘u<—;.x;.\' restore
some of th comforts of the ]wn}»'.v, and effect that nf-rrmn[hm
Hi. W ]t 1 which has b 1 (. > ‘1 1:)_’-,' t'::c (?I‘.;:ls)\.-zl.; n,‘ }‘Y'ffilt.\‘, ex-
hibiting the spectacle of a country POsS ssing land, labour, and
(":‘ivfixil, witheout the means of rendering then i'('c'f‘,\?.,u:’f\' available

]

till the capital flows into distant and hazardous speculations, en-
TR e e sle re - ‘ .

riching foreign soils, thi people rem: itn unemployed and starving,
and the land waste or deficiently cultivated

—

If capital were as plentiful as water we demand it not in torrents

and floods which often devastate, but in descending dews and

| fertilizing showers.

I'hat England, with her capital, her skill, enterprise and ind: ustry
will with the blessing of Providence on her labours, become again
an exporting country of corn, may he confidently predicted, but the
manufacturer must not be pent up as in a besieged fortress on short
allowance, and the agriculturist must have the markets of the world
for all he requires, freely open to him—much is said of our national
burthens—it is a relative term--the burthen is heavy or light in
;\'wv)rtnm to our strength to bear it: thus ten pence in the i)omzd
is a heavier charge to a distressed man than ten shillings to a
prosperous one—if we would sustain our burthens we must give
strength to our sinews by free exercise—the freedom of the money
trade is one branch of it that must not be overlooked, and if the
right use be made of the public credit, a safe means will be found
of effecting that distribution which the country requires. The
consideration of this branch of the subject and of the bearing of
these ‘mpnrt,nh questions upon the prosvects of the colonies must
necessarily be delerred.

Frtract.
TRADE AND COMMERCE.
PRODUCTIVENESS OF LOW DUTIES.
The mischief and hardship occasioned to the people of this coun-

try ])_\' hich dnties are inealeculable. These ].lzzh duties are im-
posed either with the view of raising revenune or of })I't'r!‘('fi]llr some

particular trade or class at the expense of the \\“u e community.

In as :;\_‘;' as the “," 4’\ :« concerned t‘_]n (H]L €S }I(l\t’ .\;:llltl“_,

failed, as the history of many ecommodities shews. Our limits only

1].:;-1):'}.‘ us at present 1o ac lvert to one—-coifee. Previoy u:.\- to ]‘L’

the dutv on coffee was ‘_'~‘. per lb. in that year it was reduced to

ls. 6d. and the duty thence arising averaged for several years
a vear. :

: @y * : ;
'he high duty however encouraged smuggling : and the conse-
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| gnence was that the revenue in 1783 had declined to £2869. 1In
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| 784 the duty was 7reduced to bd., and the revenue zmn;w].:ti« ]_Y
(- )i} 1 * . : .
ise to £7.200, shewing an increase in the const mmption of I'-',(xll‘\‘
1 Fee of eicht fold

{ « n 1 ¢ | - g
To the proprietor it eannot surely matter what his land 'Inj"w.’,q.":'\‘ j mported coilee of eigntl . In 1807 the duty was ls. 8d., the
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if his income be secured, nor does the Irich landlord feel himseif|revenue £160,000, 1m 08 the duty was reduced to 7d., and the
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111;;1{@_‘(} by the weil ?\lu Wi remarg 1n !li"u,n‘.(]. ﬂmt ¢ the P pavs

the rent.’ I'he stranger instead of travelling through the green |

pastures of England and wondering w/ere the people live, or passing
. . 4 1 1

through the manufacturing throngs and wondering /o0 they hive

4§ s 1 ) 11 3 SIS <3 S 4 Jo « / . .
will again behold in every distriet homesteads and hedgeroivs starting

up, and w'u}.- of corn and fruits and varied produce ; where insteas
of less than a third of the population living by labour on the land,
which is the hoast uf' the economist, the landlord will glory as of
old in the number of his thriving tenantry ; the great farmer ceasing
to be jealous of the small occupier, and both striving to improve
the resources of the cowm iTy, not < eking the prote ection of corm
laws, but applying adequate means to the tillage of the land and
re-cultivating with # the hardy virtues of their yeomen ancestors,
The rural districts thus open to the starving operatives, again ex- |
) lA', tinoe ﬂ ey ‘l on n cott o w "' s # ;A.’: t‘l'l; ring ‘,‘-"';T;‘; '(}‘l:' \e‘in":“{- ‘
tions of the factory, but ready to supply additional hands to it when
red ired., chllad breating t 2 ITeSh alir ¢« lt .,t“ul](]",.‘u‘?"“, winge
".‘).L V1e0TrCcus 3 t] ,“:‘ 1 11«-|n]| inste ‘1’; pDeing en.eed ] <L‘:
morally contaminated

[.arge farms and lactoriezs may have been a means of improving
:\;:11:'1)‘1(-‘.:‘\' at a certain stage where intelligent enterprize required |

combination and great A for e> x-:'rinwn.‘, but as rotation of

. *"OAR QARA » A .
year the revenue rose to £245.820, or o0 I’\‘] cent., I}“d
upwards of 8.000.0001bs. weight of cofiee were consumed in ],‘HH
i

1 QOYVT In 1R10 thae ii'"’f'\' waa f!'.!'!':’fl .!,,,;‘.
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more than in 30, in i1oid th a alsed to I1s.—the

| consumption instantly deelined 2,000,0001bs. below what it had been
.
in 1817, and the revenue was under £400,000, In 1824 the duty
s again reduced to 6d. the consumption increased by .'I,HHH,HHH’:});,
wt., and in 1831 the consumption was three times what it was in
1819, and the revenue £583,000, being 50 per cent hicher with the
dutv at 6d. than with the dutyv at ls. In 1336 the <‘.'.m' on East-
India coffee was also reduced to 6d., and the total consumption
last vear exceeded £26,000,000 pounds weight vielding a revenue
of £650,000, the consumption being now twenty four fold and the
revenue four fold what they were in 1807 under the 1s. 8d. duty,
and the ponulation not having increased 50 per cent. ;

o ! L2 e v ffante aof hionh dotiee an +h P :
E his places the 1njurious eili2cts ol mgn duties on the revenue

in a striking point of view. DBut it may be =aid that the increased
consumntion of coffee must have led to diminished consum ption of
tea : and thuos that the gain of the revenue on the one was balanced
| by the loss on the other. This however is by no means the case:
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for while the qguantitv of tea consumed 1D I ‘.' littie exceeded
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the reveuue Iirom
b % has

0se in th._‘ interval nearly half a
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crops may now be practised upon the nallest as well as the largest I'here can be no deubt however tha t1t"~t 1”‘“" S
1 . T g S R 3411 , hioch. and that it 1s : lterated with waste UL

0O '("]'lb"l 1c1es, there 1s no more reason f“'l' adhering excliusively to | stiil 100 mgn, a }1 tnat 1t 1S 4.;041 ru\ u \.‘uu 't.\f‘.\.(l ’.\\_i’
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large farms than to lare | and other articles to an ilmmense extent. i he proilt on such
aro( : viiall Lo a2t | Cy p
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factories It seems 1 adulteration is very great. It i1s onily coiee 01 a very ordmary
a 1 1 - < - ] . | . 1 .
‘ heir c¢ 1 auality which can be purchased for 1s. 6d. per 1b., while chicory
best suifs their cir B ) s - vty e s ; ) : oot

| . . 1 : 23 £ . anl .

o 0 ¢ meoeang to do viter paving a dutv of bd. per 1b., 1S §0i1a for ‘, and \n::\f“d 'y
sufficient means to do S T R ¢’ hald 1 P
. . v 1 e : RSP . SR m g e o y OO haliavw avrafara
once the interest ol the | cannot cost Zd. rin. i nere nf\t“‘\ reason to believe therefore

One great change seem
were estimated to
consuming the proc

uce of land that would feed five or six millions

‘..imt the reduction of this duty, which at present is equal to from
) to 100 'w‘; cent, according to the l{lli!“[\"‘l‘ tie \"il‘k', would not

.;i.! inish the revenue, as it would unquestionably tend not only to




