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R. Every register of or declaration made, in r
espect of any 

itish ship, in pursuance of any of the Acts relating to t
he 

ristry of British ships, may be proved in any Court of 

stice, or before any person having by law or by
 consent of 

rties, authority to hear, receive, and examine evidence, 

her by the production of the original, or 
by an examined 

y thereof, or by a copy thereof purporting
 to be certified 

der the hand of the person having charge 
of the original, 

d which person is hereby required to furnish such certified 

py to any person applying ata reasonable time 
for the same, 

jon the payment of the sum of one shilling; and every 

gister or copy of register, and also every certif
icate of registry 

anted under any of the Acts relating to the 
registry of Brit- 

h Vessels, and purporting to be signed as requir
ed by law, 

all be received in evidence in any Court of Jus
tice or before 

y person having by law or by consent of 
parties authority to 

bar, receive, and examine evidence, as 
presumptive proof of 

| the matter contained or recited in such register, when the 

poister or such copy thereof as aforesaid 
is produced, and of 

| the matters contained or recited in or endorsed upon such 

Jrtificate of registry when the said certif
icate is produced. 

9. If any officer authorized or required 
by this Act to fur- 

ish any certified copies or extracts, shall wilfully certify any 

scument as being a true copy or extract, k
nowing that the 

ame is not a true copy or extract, as t
he case may be, he shall 

e guilty of a misdemeanor, and be liabl
e upon conviction to 

prisonment for any term not exceeding 
three years. 

10. Every Court, Judge, Justice, Officer, Commissioner, 

rbitrator, or other person now or hereaf
ter having by law or 

y consent of parties authority to hear, 
receive, and examine 

vidence, is hereby empowered to administer an
 oath to all 

uch witnesses as are legally called befor
e them respectively. 

11. If any person shall forge the seal, stamp, or signature 

pf any document in this Act mentione
d or referred to, or shall 

ender in evidence any such document with
 a false or counter- 

eit seal, stamp, or signature theret
o, knowing the same to be 

alse or counterfeit, he shall be guilty of felony, and shall on 

onviction be liable to imprisonment for a
ny term not exceed- 

ng three years, nor less than one year; and whenever any 

uch document shall have been admitted in evi
dence by virtue 

of this Act, the Court or person who shall 
have admitted the 

same may, at the request of any party ag
ainst whom the same 

s so admitted in evidence, direct th
at the same shall be im- 

sounded and kept in the custody of some o
fficer of the Court, 

or other person, for such period and subjec
t to such conditions 

as to the said Court or person shall scem meet; and every 

»erson who shall be charged with committing 
any offence under 

this Act, may be dealt with, indicted, tried, and if convicted, 

sentenced, and his offence may be laid and charged t
o have 

been committed in the County, district, or place in which he 

shall be apprehended or be in custody ; and every accessory 

before or after the fact to any such 
offence, may be dealt with, 

indicted, tried, and if convicted, s
entenced, and his offence laid 

and charged to have been committed in any County, district, 

or place in which the principal offender 
may be tried. 

12. If any person called as a witness, or
 required, or de- 

siring to make an affidavit or deposition, s
hall refuse or be un- 

willing from alleged eonscientious motives to
 be sworn, it shal] 

be lawful for the Court, or a Judge, or other p
residing officer or 

person qualified to take affidavits or depos
itions, upon being 

satisfied of the sincerity of such objection, t
o permit such person, 

instead of being sworn, to make his or her solemn af
firmation 

or declaration in the words following, videlicet :—
 

«I, A. B. do solemnly, sincerely, and truly aff
irm and de- 

¢ clare, that the taking of any oath is, according to my
 religious 

¢ belief, unlawful; and I do also solemnly, sinc
erely, and truly 

¢ affirm and delare,” &ec. 

Which solemn affirmation and declaration shall be of
 the same 

force and effect as if such person bad taken an o
ath in the 

usual form. 

13. If any person making such solemn affirmation or de
cla- 

ration shall wilfully, falsely, and corruptly affirm or d
eclare any 

matter or thing, which if the same had been sworn i
n the usual 

form, would have amounted to wilful and corrupt perjury, 

every such person so offending shall incur the sam
e penalties 

as by the laws of this Province are or may be enact
ed or pro- 

vided against persons convicted of wilful and corru
pt perjury. 

14. A party producing a witness shall not be allow
ed to im- 

peach his credit by general evidence of bad character, but h
e 

may, in case the witness shall in the opinion of the Judg
e prove 

adverse, contradict him by other evidence, or
 by leave of the 

Judge, prove that he has made at other times a sta
tement in- 

consistent with his present testimony; but before such last 

mentioned proof can be given, the circumstances of 
the sup- 

posed statement, sufficient to designate the particular o
ccasion, 

must be mentioned to the witness, and he must be asked 

whether or no he has made such statement. 

15. If a witness upon cross-examination as to a former 

statement made by him relative to the subject matter of the 

cause, and inconsistent with his present testimony, does not 

distinctly admit that he has made such statement, p
roof may 

be given that he did in fact make it; but before suc
h proof can 

be given. the circumstances of the supposed st
atement, suffi- 

cient to designate the particular occasion, must b
e mentioned 

to the witness, and he must be asked whet
her or no he has 

made such statement. 

16. A witness may be examined as to previous statem
ents 

made by him in writing, or reduced into writing, relative to 

the subject matter of the cause, without such writi
ng being 

shewn to him ; but if it is intended to contradict such witness 

the writing, his attention must, before such contradictory 

proof can be given, be called to those parts of the wr
iting which 

are to be used for the purpose of so contradicting
 him ; pro- 

by 

vided 

time during the trial, to require the production of the 
writing 

always, that it shall be competent for the Judge at 
any 

for his inspection, and he may thereupon make such
 use of it 

for the purposes of the trial as he shall think fit. 
- 

17. A witness in any cause may be questioned as to wheth
er 

he has been convicted of any felony or misdemeanor, and upo
n 

being so questioned, if he either denies the fact or refuses to 

answer, it shall be lawful for the opposite party to prove such 

conviction, and a certificate containing the substance and effect 

only (omitting the formal part) of the indictment and convic- 

tion for such offence, purporting to be signed by the Clerk of 

the Court, or other officer having the custody of the Records
 

of the Court where the offender was convicted, or by the 

deputy of such Cletk or officer, (for which certificate a fee of 

five shillings and no more shall be demanded or taken,) sh
all 

upon proof of the identity of the person be sufficient eviden
ce 

of the said conviction, without proof of the signature or official
 

character of the person appearing to have signed the same. 

18. Tt shall not be necessary to prove by the attesting witness 


