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BY AUTHORITY. 

BY THE QUEEN. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

VICTORIA R. 

WHEREAS We are happily at Peace with all Sovereigns, 

Powers, and States : 
And whereas, notwithstanding Oar utmost Exertions to preserve 

Peace between all the Sovereign Powers and States now at War, 

Hostilities have unhappi'y commenced between His Imperial Ma- 

jesty The Emperor of Austria on the one Part, and His Majesty 

The King of Sardinia and His Imperial Majesty The Emperor of 

the French on the other Part: 
And whereas a State of War now exists between His Imperial 

Majesty The Emperor of Austria on the one Part, and His Majesty 

The King of Sardinia and His Imperial Majesty The Emperor of 

the French on the other Part, and between their respective Subjects 

and others inhabiting within their Countries, Territories, or Do-~ 

minions : 
And whereas We are on Terms of Friendship and amicable 

Intercourse with all and each of these Sovereigns, and with their 

several Subjects and others inhabiting within their Countries, 

Territories, or Dominions : 
And whereas great numbers of Our loyal Subjects reside and 

carry on Commerce, and possess Property and Establishments, and 

enjoy various Rights and Privileges, within the Dominions of each 

of the aforesaid Sovereigns, protected by the Faith of Treaties be- 

tween Us and each of the aforesaid Sovereigns: 

And whereas We, being desirous of preserving to Our Subjects 

the Blessings of Peace, which they now happily enjoy, are firmly 

purposed and determined to abstain altogether from taking any 

Part, directly or indirectly, in the War now unhappily existing 

between the said Sovereigns, their Subjects and Territories,.and 
to 

remain at Peace with and to maintain a peaceful and friendly 

Intercourse with all and with each of them, and their respective 

Subjects, and others inhabiting within any of their Countries, 

Territories, and Dominions, and to maintain a strict and impartial 

Neutrality in the said Hostilities and War unhappily existing 

between them : 
We, therefore, have thought fit, by and with the Advice of Our 

Privy Council, to issue this Our Royal Proclamation : 

And We do hereby strictly charge and command all Our loving 

Subjects to govern themselves accordingly, and to observe a strict 

Neutrality in and during the aforesaid Hostilities and War, and to 

abstain from violating or contravening either the Laws and 

Statutes of the Realm in this Behalf, or the Law of Natious in 

relation thereto, as they will answer to the contrary at their Peril: 

And whereas in and by a certain Statute made and passed in 

the Fifty-ninth Year of His Majesty King George the Third, in- 

tituled “ An Act to prevent the enlisting or Engagement of His 

« Majesty's Subjects to serve in a Foreign Service, and the fitting 

« out or equipping, in His Majesty’s Dominions, Vessels for War- 

« like Purposes, without His Majesty’s Licence,” it is amongst 

other Things declared and enacted as follows : — 

« That if any Person within any Part of the United Kingdom, 

or in any Part of His Majesty's Dominions beyond the Seas, shall, 

without the leave and Licence of His Majesty for that purpose first 

had and obtained as aforesaid, equip, furnish, fit out, or arm, or 

attempt or endeavour to equip, furnish, fit out, or arm, or procure to 

be equipped, furnished, fitted out, or armed, or shall knowingly aid, 

assist, or be concerned in the equipping, furnishing, fitting out, 

or arming, of any Ship or Vessel, with Intent or in order 
that such 

Ship or Vessel shall be employed in the service of any Foreign 

Prince, State, or Potentate, or of any Foreign Colony, Province,
 

or Part of any Province or People, or of any Person 
or Persons 

exercising or assuming to exercise any Powers of Governm
ent in 

or over any Foreign State, Colony, Province, or Part of any Pro- 

vinee or People, as a Transport or Store Ship, or with intent to 

cruise or commit Hostilities against any Prince, State, or Potentate, 

or against the Subjects or Citizens of any Prince, State, or 

Potentate, or against the Persons exercising or assuming to exercise 

the Powers of Government in any Colony. Province, or Part of 

any Province or Country, or against the Inhabitants of any Foreign 

Colony, Province, or Part of any Province or Country, with whom 

His Majesty shall not then be at War, or shall within the United 

Kingdom or any of His Majesty's Dominions. or in any Settlement, 

Colony, Territory, Is'and, or place belonging or subject to His 

Majesty, issue or deliver any Commission for any Ship or Vessel, 

to the intent that such Ship or Vessel shall be employed as afore- 

said, every such Person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor, and shall upon Conviction thereof upon any Informa- 

tion or Indictment, be punished by Fine and Imprisonment, or 

either of them, at the discretion of the Court in which such offender 

shall be convicted ; and every such Ship or Vessel, with the Tackle, 

Apparel, and Furniture, together with all the Materials, Arms, 

Ammunition, and Stores which may belong to or be on board of 

any such Ship or Vessel, shall be forfeited ; and it shall be lawfal 

for any Officer of His Majesty's Customs or Excise, or any Officer 

of His Majesty’s Navy, who is by Law empowered to make Seizares 

for any Forfeiture incurred under any of the Laws of Customs or 

Excise, or the Laws of Trade and Navigation, to seize such Ships 

and Vessels aforesaid, and in such places and in such manner in 

which the Officers of His Majesty’s Customs or Excise and the 

Officers of His Majesty’s Navy are empowered respectively to 

make Seizures under the Laws of Customs and Excise, orjunder the 

Laws of Trade and Navigation; and that every such Ship and 

Vessel, with the Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, together with all 

the Materials, Arms, Ammunition, and Stores which may belong to 

or be on board of such Ship or Vessel, may be prosecuted and 

condemned in the like manner and in such Courts as Ships or 

Vessels may be prosecuted and condemned for any Breach of the 

Laws made for the Protection of the Revenues of Customs and 

Excise, or of the Laws of Trade and Navigation.” 

And it is in and by the said Act farther enacted,— 

«That if any Person in any Part of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland, or in any Part of His Majesty’s Dominions 

beyond the Seas, without the Leave and Licence of His Majesty 

for that Purpose first had and obtained as aforesaid, shall, by adding 

to the Number of the Guns of such Vessel, or by changing those 

on board for other Guns, or by the Addition of any Equipment for 

War, increase or augment, or procure to be increased or augmented, 

or shall be knowingly concerned in increasing or augmenting, the 

Warlike Force of any Ship or Vessel of War or Cruizer, or other 

armed Vessel, which at the Time of her Arrival in any Part of the 

United Kingdom or any of His Majesty's Dominions was a Ship of 

War, Cruizer, or armed Vessel in the Service of any Foreign 

Prince, State, or Potentate, or of any Person or Persons exercising 

or assuming to exercise any Powers of Government in or over any 

Colony, Province, or Part of any Province or People belonging to 

the Subjects of any such Prince, State, or Potentate, or to the 

Inhabitants of any Colony, Province, or Part of any Province or 

Country under the Control of any Person or Persons so exercising 

or assuming to exercise the Powers of Government, every such 

Person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor, and 

shall, upon being convicted thereof upon any Information or 

Tudictment, be punished by Fine and Imprisonment, or either of 

them, at the Discretion of the Court before which such Offender 

shall be convicted.” 

Now. in order that none of Our Subjects may unwarily render 

themselves liable to the Penalties imposed by the said Statute, 

We do hereby strictly command, that no Person or Persons what- 

soever do commit any Act, Matter, or Thing whatsoever eontrary 

to the Provisions of the said Statute, upon Pain of the several 

Penalties by the said Statute imposed, and of Our high Displeasure. 

And We do hereby warn and admonish all Our loving Subjects, 

and all Persons whatsoever entitled to Oar Protection, to observe 

towards each and all of the aforesaid Sovereigns, their Subjects and 


