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devotion to their Sovereign, earnestly desirous to secure
for their posterity throughout all future time the advantages
which they enjoy as subjects of the British Crown, stead-
fastly attached to the institutions under which they live,
they have conducted their deliberations with patient sagacity,
and have arrived at unanimous conclusions on questions
involving many difficulties, and calculated, under less
favourable auspices, to have given rise to many differences
of opinion.

Such an event is in the highest degree honorable to those
who have taken part in these deliberations. It must inspire
confidence in the men by whose judgment and temper this
result has been obtained ; and will ever remain on record
as an evidence of the salutary influence exercised by the
institutions under which these qualities have been so
signally developed.

Her Majesty’s Government have given to your Despatch,
and to the Resolutions of the Conference, their most de-
liberate consideration. They have regarded them as a
whole, and as having been designed by those who have
framed them, to establish as complete and perfect an union
of the whole into one Government, as the circumstances of
the case and a due consideration of existing interests would
admit. They accept them therefore as being, in the de-
liberate judgment of those best qualified to decide upon the
subject, the- best framework of a measure to be passed by
the Imperial Parliament for attaining that most desirable
result.

The point of principal importance to the well working of
the scheme, is the accurate determination of the limits
between the authority of the Central and that of the Local
Legislatures in their relation to each other. It has not
been possible to exclude from the Resolutions some pro-
visions which appear to be less consistent than might per-
haps have been desired with the simplicity and unity of the
system. But upon the whole, it appears to Her Majesty’s
Government that precautions have been taken, which are
obviously intended to secure to the Central Government
the means of effective action throughout the several Pro-
vinces; and to guard against those evils which must in-
evitably arise if any doubt were permitted to exist as to
the respective limits of Central and' Local authority. They
are glad to observe, that although large powers of legislation
are intended to be vested in local bodies, yet the principle
of central control has been steadily kept in view. The
importance of this principle cannot be overrated. Its
maintenance is essential to the practical efficiency of the
system, and to its harmonious operation, both in the general
administration, and in the Government of the several Pro-
vinces.

A very important part of this subject is the expense
which may attend the working of the Central and Local
Government. Her Majesty’s Government cannot but ex-
press the carnest hope that the arrangements which may
be adopted in this respect may not be of such a nature as
to increase, at least in any considerable degree, the whole
expenditure, or to make any material addition to the tax-
ation, and thereby retard the internal industry or tend to
impose new burdens on the commerce of the country.

Her Majesty’s Government are anxious to lose no time
in conveying to you their general approval of the proceed-
ings of the Conference. There are, however, two provi-
sions of great importance which seem to require revision.
The first of these is the provision contained in the 44th
Resolution, with respect to the exercise of the Prerogative
of Pardon. It appears to Her Majesty’s Government that
this duty belongs to the Representative of the Sovereign,
and could not with propriety be devolved upon the Lieu-
tenant Governors, who will, under the present scheme, be
appointed, not directly by the Crown, but by the Central
Government of the United Provinces.

The second point which Her Majesty’s Government
desire should be reconsidered, is the Constitution of the
Legislative Council. They appreciate the considerations
which have influenced the Conference in determining the
mode in which this body, so important to the Constitution
of the Legislature, shonld be composed. But it appears to
them to require further consideration whether, if the mem-
bers be appointed for life and their number be fixed, there
will be any sufficient means of restoring harmony between
the Legislative Council and the popular Assembly, if it

shall ever unfortunately happen that a decided difference
of opinion should arise between them.

These two points relating to the Prerogative of the Crown
and the Constitation of the Upper Chamber, have appeared
to require distinct and separate notice. Questions of minor
consequence, and matters of detailed arrangement, may

properly be reserved for a future time when the provisions -

of the Bill, intended to be submitted to the Imperial Par-
li t, shall come under consideration. Her Majesty’s
Goveérnment anticipate no serious difficulty in this part of
the case, since the resolutions will generally be found suf-
ficiently explicit to guide those who will be entrusted with
the preparation of the Bill. It appears to them therefore,
that you should now take immediate measures, in concert
with the Lieutenant Governors of the several Provinces,
for submitting to the respective Legislatures this project of
the Conference, and if, as I hope, you are able to report
that these Legislatures sanction and adopt the scheme, Her
Majesty’s Government will render you all the assistance in
their power for carrying it into effect. It will probably be
found to be the most convenient course that, in concert
with the Lieutenant Governors, you should select a Depu-
tation of the persons best qualified to proceed to this
country, that they may be present during the preparation
of the Bill, and give to Her Majesty’s Government the
benefit of their counsel upon any questions which may
arise during the passage of the measure through the two
Houses of Parliament.

I have, &e.
(Signed) Epwarp CARDWELL.
Governor Viscount Monck, &c. &c. &ec.
———t—— -

MILITIA GENERAL ORDER.
- HEAD QUARTERS, FREDERICTON, 28th Dec. 1864.
No. 53.
COMMISSIONS Signed by His Excellency the Com-
mander in Chief :=——
First Battalion York County Militia.
To BE LIEUTENANTS.
Alexander Macpherson, Gent. 28th December.
John Nisbet, Gent. 29th December.
Charles Gregory, Gent. 30th December.
Walter Kilner, Gent. 31st December.
Marshall Richey, Gent. 2nd January, 1865.
William Morris, Gent. 3rd January, ¢
William Fowler, Gent. 4th January,
To BE Ensians.
Henry Graham, Gent. 28th December, 1864.
Charles Hartt, Gent. 29th December, .
Andrew Blair, Gent. 30th December, ¢
Charles H. B. Fisher, Gent. 31st December; 1864.
William Wheeler, Gent. 2nd January, 1865.
George Babbitt, Gent. 3rd January, $¢
John Owens, Gent. 4th January, b
Fourth Battalion Charlotte County Militia.
Henry Hutton, Esq. to be Captain, 28th Décember, 1864.
Fourth Battalion King's County Militia.
John Lannen Hatfield, Gent. to be Lieutenant, 28th De-
cember, 1864.

His Excellency the Commander in Chief has been pleased
to accept the resignation of the Commission held by the
undermentioned Officer :—

First Battalion Westmorland County Militia.

Ensign Martin Wortman. el e
By Command.

THOS. ANDERSON, Lieut. Colonel,
Adjutant General.
—e
(198) CrowN Laxp Orfrice, December 6, 1864.
'j\HE following Lots of Crown Land will be offered for sale on
. the first Tuesday of January next, commencing at noon.—
(All subject to the conditions of Aetual Settlement as preseribed
by the Regulations of April 1861.)—Conditions will be announced
before Sale.
GLOUCESTER.
By Deputy Davidson, at Pocmouche.
80 acres, lot X, beach lots, Pokmouche, Louis Robichau.
50 acres, lot 20 north, block 42, Caraquet, Fidel Godden, imp’d.
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