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For Confederation. Against it. Doubtful.
Y 28 4
2. Inaddition to the defeat of other Members of the Government,
as previonsly reported by me, the Attorney General has, since the
date of my last Despateh, lost his seat for the Connty of Northum-
berland. The Members of my Executive Counneil wiil, in con-e-
quence of these defeats, provably resizn their offices to day, or,
at all events, in the course of the present week.
I have, &e.
(Signed)
P. S.—Since writing the above Despatch, the Members of my
Execuotive Counncil have tendered their resignation.

Artnur Il. Gorpoxn.

~
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A. H.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Lieutenant Governor
Downing Street, 12th April, 1&65.

Sir.—1I have received by this Muil your two Despatches of the
27th March. The first informns me that the elections for the
iegislative Assembly have terminared. and that nine Members
have been elected favourable to the scheme of Confederation,
twenty cight unfavourable. and four doubttul, and that ‘he Mem-
bers of your Executive Councii have resigned their offices.

It thus appears that the seheme adopted by the Conlerence at
Quebee, and approved by Her Majesty’s Government on the
grouud, among others, that it was eminently calculated to render
easier and more effectval the provisions tor the detence of the
several Proviuces, is likely to be rejected in New Brunswick.

Your next Despatch replies to the observations of Colonel
Pipon upen the best mode of training the New Brunswick Militia,—
which I had received from the Secretary of State for War, and
forwarded to you,—by admitting the plan proposed by Colonel
Pipon to be **in itself preferable in many respects to that recom-
* mended by the New Brounswick Miiitia Commission.”

Y ou proceed to remark, that those who are unacquainted with
New Brunswick do not appreciate the siguificance of the fact, that
the population of the Province is. in nowber, that of an Engli-h
manufacturing town, and you give in detail the reasons why the
adoption of the scheme most desirable for the training of its inhabi-
tants is, as yon observe, impractieable.

Y ou will donbtless take care to bring this opinion under the
considerarion of your new advisers, and will point out to them the
intimate connection which vou perceive to subsist between the
numbers of the population and the measures proper to be tak.n
for the defence of the Province.

It wili be the duty of Her Majesty’s Government to review in
all its bearings the question of Cenfederation aiter the several
Provinces rhall have had the opportunity of expressing their
seutiments upon it through their respective Legislatures. In the
meantime it will only be right for New Branswick to bear in mind
that. if the views which yvou haive now expressed are to be regarded
as sound, New Brunswick as a separate Province appears to be
ahle 10 muke no adequate provision for its own defence, and to
rest in a very great degree upon the delence which may b pro-
vided for it by this Country. [t will, consequently, be likely to
appear to your advisers reasonsbie and wise that, in examining
the question of the proposed Union, they should atrach great
weight to the views and wishes of this Country. aud to the reasons
on which these views and wishes have been based.

1 have, &e.
(Signed) Eowarp CarpwerL.

The Lieutenant Governor to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Fredericton, July 3, 1865.

Sir,—I have the honor to enclose ten copies of the Militia Law
passed at the late Session of the Provincial Legislarure.

2. Although confessedly imperfect and susceptible of much
improvement, this Law is a very decided step in advauvce of that
which it replaces.

3. The principal changes which it effects, in addition to many
improvements in detail, are the substitution of a payment to the
different Volunteer Corps proportionate to their strength, instead
of an equal sum to every recognized Company of Voluuteers alike,
whether numeroas or feeble, and the provisions which eisure the
really effective training of a certain portion of the Militia for 28 days
in each year.

4 The alternative practically before the Legislature was whether
they would call out a large body of men for a very short time, or
a smaller body for a more lengthened period. [ thiuk they chose
wisely in determining on the lattér course, as it will certainly
enable more to be effected with the limited grant at my disposal
for Militia purposes than any other plan, though, had that grant
been larger, 1 am not prepared to say that a measure having a
larger field of operation would not have proved more beneficial in
its operation. As it is, however, the machinery necessitated for
carrying out any comprehensive plan would of itself have swallowed
up the whole of the $30,000 voted.

5. Small as this sum is, it must be borne in mind that it is three
times a8 much as was voted last vear, and ten times the amount of
the sum annually voted down to 1862,

I have, &e.

(Signed) Artner H. Gorpox,

The Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Lieutenant Governor.

Downing Street. 24th June, 1£65.

-—I have the Lonor to transmit to you the copy of a corres-
pondence between Visconnt Monck and myselt on the affuirs of
British North America, which have lately formed the subject of
con'erence between ller Majesty’s Government and a Deputation
trom the Canadian Government.

This correspondence Laving hesn presented 1o hoth Houses of
the huperial Parliament, by command ot Her Majesty, 1 have to
direct you to communicate it also to the Legislature of New
Brunswick at its next meet ng.

You will at the same time express the strong and deliberate
opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, that it is an ohject much
to be desired thar all the British North American Colonies should
agree to unite in oue government. In the territorial extent of
Canada, and in the maritime and commercial enterprise of the
Lower Provinces, Her Majesty’s Government see the elements of
power, which only require to be combined in order 1o secure for
the Province which shallpossess them all, a place among the most
considerable communities of the world. Tn the spirit of loyalty to
the British Crown, of attachment to British counection, and of
love for British institutions. by which all the Province® are animated
alike, Her Majesty’s Government recognize the Bond hy which all
may be combined under one government. Such an Union seems
to Her Majesty’s Government to recommend itself to the Provinces
on many grounds of moral and material advantage, as giviog a weli-
founded prospect of improved administration aud increased pros-
perity.  But there is one cousideration which Her Majesty's
Government feel it more especially their duty to press upon the
Legislature of New Brunswick. Looking to the determination
which this country has ever exhibited to regard the defence of the
Colonies as a matter of Imperial concern. the Colonies must
recognize a right, and even acknowledge an obligation, incumbent
on the Home Government, to urge with earnestness and just
authority the measures which they consider to be most expedient
on the part ot the Colonies, with a view to their own defence.
Nor can it be doubtful that the Provinces of British North America
are incapable, when separate and divided from each other, of making
those just and sufficient preparations for nationai defence which
would be easily uncertaken by a Province unitiog in itself all the
population and all the resources of the whole.

I am aware that this project so novel, as well as so importaat,
has not been at once uccepted in New Brunswick with that cor-
diality which has marked its acceptance by the Legisluture of
Canada ; but Her Majesty’s Government trust that aiter a full
and careful examination of the subject in all its bearings, the
Maritime Provinces will perceive the great advautages which, in
the opinion of Her Majesty’s Governmeut, the proposed Union is
calealated to conter upon them all.

1 have, &ec.
Epwarp Carpwerr.
Lieut. Governor Hon. Arthur H. Gordon.
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[ Enclosures. ]

Copy of a Report of a Committee of the Hon Evecutive Council,
approved by His Excellency the Gevernor General on the 24th
ot March, 1865.

The Committee respectinlly recommend that four members of
Your Excellency’s Council do proceed to England to confer with
Her Majestr’s Government—

l. Upou the proposed confederation of the British North A meri-
can Provinces and the means whereby it can be most speedily
effected.

2. Upon the arrangement necessary for the defence of Canada
in the event of war arising with the United States, and the extent
to which the same should be shared between Great Brittain and
Canada.

3. Upon steps to be taken with reference to the Reciprocity
Treaty aud the rights conferred by it upon the United States.

4. Upon the arrangements necessary for the settlement of the
North West Territory und the Hudson’s Bay Company’s claims.

5. And generally upon the existing critical state of affairs, by*
which Canada is most seriously effected.

The Committee further recommended that the following Mem-
bers of Council be nzmed to form a Delegation, viz :— Messrs.
Macdonald, Cartier, Brown, and Galt.

Certified. W. H. Lek. C. E. C.
Copy of @ Despatch from the Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, M. P.,
to Governor General Viscount Monck.

(No. 95) Downing Street, June 27, 1865.

My Lorp,—1 have the honor to inform Your Lordship that
several conferences have been held between the four Canadian
Ministers who were deputed, under the Minute of your Executive
Council of March 24, to proceed to England to confer with Her
Majesty’s Government on the part of Canada, and the Duke of
Somerset, the Earl de Grey, Mr. Gladstone, and myself, on the
part of Her Majesty’s Government.

On the first subject referred to in the Minute, that of the con-
federation of the British North American Provinces, we repeat on




