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rovernor has di- | 

following Docu- 

’ 
\ His Excellency the Licutenant 

rected the publication of the 

ments for general information. 

To His Excellency The Honorable Arthur Hamilton 
Gordon, C. AM. G., Li 1cnant Governor and Com- 
mander in Chicf of the +r.ovince of New Brunswick, 
ge. ge. ge. 

The ¥xecutive Council in Committee beg to 
acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s Me- 
morandum of the Tth instant, and the Reply there- 
in referred to, which are as follows :— 

¢¢ ITis Excellency the Lieutenant Governor trans- 
mits to his Council a copy of the Reply which he 
has this afternoon returned to an Address of the 
Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to 
transmit to Ter Mgjesty an Address, praying that 
Her Majesty will be pleased te cause a measure for 
the Undon of the British North American Provin- 
ces to be introduced into the Imperial Parliament. 

(Signed) ARTHUR GORDON. 
Fredericton, April Tth, 1866. 

“ Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the 
Legislative Council, 

“I will immediately transmit your Address to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, in erder 
that it may be laid at the Foot of the Throne. 
Her Majesty the Queen has already been pleased 

to express a deep interest in the Union of Her 
North American Dominions, and will, no doubt, 
graciously appreciate this decided; e¥pres~ion of 
your opinion. ; ; 
“I rejoice to believe that the avowal of your de- 

sire that all British North America should unite 
in one Community under one strong and efficient 
Government, cannot but tend to hasten thé aceom- | 
plishment of this great measure.” 

The Council would subjoin a copy of the Address 
referred to in the above. 

“TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

“ Most Gracious SOVEREIGN, 

“ We, Your Majesty's faithful and loyal Sub- 
jects, the Legislative Council of New Brunswick, 
in Provincial Parliaments assepililed, humbly ap- 
Poach Your Majesty with the conviction that a 
nion of afl Rup aseh's British-North Ameri 

can Colorfies, baséd ‘on the Resolutions fdopted) 
at the Copfarencerof; Delegates from these seyeral 
Colonies held &t Quebec on the ‘tenth day of Octo- 
ber 1864, is an object highly to he desired, essential 
to their future prosperity and influence; and calcu: 
lated alike to strengthen and perpetuate the ties 
which bind them to Your Gracious: Majesty's 
Throne and Government, and humbly pray that 
Your Majesty max be graciously ple 0 cause 
a meast bePsubmittéd ‘to the Imperial Parlia- 
ment for the purpose of thus uniting the Colonies 
of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, New- 
foundland, and Prince Edward Island, in one 
Government.” 

The Council, in reply, would respectfully re- 
mark, that in their opinion it was incumbent upon 
Your Excellency to consult your Constitutional 
Advisers in regard to the answer so given, and in 
assuming to yourself the right to reply to such 
Address without consulting them, Your Excel- 

leney has not acted in accordance with the true 
spirit of the Constitution. 

In this connection the Council would beg to 
refer to the statement appended hereto, giving an 
account of two interviews between Your Excel- 
lency and the Attorney General. 
The Reply go given by Your Excellency to thes 

Legislative Couneil- is a distinct and emphatic 
approval of their proceedings, the responsibility 
of which your advisers are unwilling to assume 
for the following reasons :— 

1st. That in any measure involving an organic 
change in the Constitution and political rights and 
privileges of the people, they should be consulted, 
and unless approved of by them no such measure 
should be adopted or forced upon them. 

2nd. That in March last a dissolution took place 
professedly with a view to ascertain the sense of 
the people upon the Quebec Scheme, and they pro- 
nonnced wmnistakably against its adoption: by 
laree majorities: nt gis 

8rd. That the Representatives 6f the People at 
the last Session of the Legislature passed Resoln- 
tions condemnatory of such Scheme, by a majority 
of 29 to 10. 8 {oo Fay 

4th. That the Legislative Council are not elected 
by the People, and are not constitutionally respon- 
sible to them for their Legislative conduet, and 
have no rightful authority to pray Her Majesty 
to give effect, “by Imperial Legislation, to any 
measure which the People have rejected. 

6th. That such proceeding violates every prin- 
ciple of responsibility and self-government, and is 
subversive of the rights,and liberties of the people, 
ated seeks to take froma them their Constitution, 
not only without their consent but against their 
clearly expressed wishes. 

6th. That such a course js calculated to bring 
the Legislative Council ‘and House of Assembly 
into collision, and disturb that harmony that should 

+f subsist between them, and ‘manifests an entire dis- 
regard of the power and Majesty of the People. 

That tlie Legislative Council have a legitimate 
right to express; their, pion upon any public 
question, the Council do not deny; but to invoke 
ithe aid of the British! GoMarnment to coerce the 
people into Confederation, is a proceeding in the 
opinion of thig Council without pyraljel and wholly 
unwanrantable. [BOu9in 0a 01 

The Council would further remark, that they 
have good cause to. beligve, Your Excellency has, 
ever since the opening of the Legislature, consulted 
and, advised wikh «Gentlemen | ofthe dppedion, 

yt and made known to them matters which th ink 

|ishatild ba regnrded as confidential; Rit Wy feel 
“Your Excellency has continued t6 do, notwith- 
nding the repeated objections of one or more 
B. Srsbors of thaouneil who told Your Excellency 
that it was not right, and that it gave the opposi- 
tion a decided advantage in the Debate ther pend- 
ing; and Your Excellency having taken the advice, 
as they truly believe, of a Gentleman of the oppo- 
sition, as to the answer given to the Legislative 
Council on Saturday last, instead of that of your 
Constitutional Advisers, they would respectfully 
express their conviction that such a course was 
unconstitutional, and without precedent in any 
Country where Responsible Government exists. 
The Council would further state that the Govern- 

ment were supported by a majority of the Members 
of the House of Assembly, of which fact Your 
Excellency was fully aware. 


