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responsibility of attempting to carry into effect the
policy un account of his adherence to which he
desired to quit the Government which, in con-
junction with Mr. Smith, he had undertaken to
form.

After several communications with the other
Members of the Council, Mr. Smith ultimately
informed His Excellency that whilst unable to ac-
cept in its integrity the Scheme adopted at Quebec,
he and his Colleagues were not indisposed to meet
the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government; and that
it appeared to him that the requisite sanction for
the adoption of such a course might be obtained
if the Message transmitting the papers on this sub-
Jject to the Legislature were referred to a Joint
Comnmittee of both Houses, with an understanding
that that Committee should report in favour of a
measure of Union.

His Excellency replied that he had no objection
to such a course, provided it was clearly understood
beforehand that this reference was to be made only
with a view of rendering it easier for the Govern-
ment to adopt a course which they had themselves
in any case resolved to pursue, and with no inten-
tion to cast upon the Committee the duty of find-
ing a policy for the Government ; for that a refer-
ence of such a description, besides involving an
abdication of their proper functions as a Govern-
ment, would cause much delay, and might after all
terminate in a Report unfavourable to Union, in
which case it was needless to point out to him that
so far from any progress having been made in the
desired direction, the position of the cause would
have been materially injured.

Mr. Smith auswered that he could not of course
formally pledge beforehand a Committee of the
Legislature, but that in making himself respousi-
ble for the recommendation, it would be with the
view of honestly carrying out the policy so indi-
cated.

‘The Committee having reported, the next step
to be tuken appeared to His Excellency to be the
introduction by the Government of an Address to
the Queen, praying Her Majesty to take ste]{:_:s for
the accomplishment of the Union, and His Excel-
lency drew out the rough eutline of such an Ad-
dress, similar in substance to that adopted by the
Canadian Parliament; but adding a representation
that portions of the scheme agreed to at Quebec
were received with apprehension and alarm by a
large part of the people of this and the adjoining
Province, and a prayer that Her Majesty would be
pleased, in the preparation of any Imperial Act to
effect the desired Union, to give just weight to the
objections urged against such provisions on their
behalf, and would afford the Provincial Legislature
an opportunity of considering the scheme agreed
upon, before its final adoption. To this proposal
H‘;s Excellency understood Mr. Smith to assent,
and his impression to that effect is confirmed by
finding it so stated in a note made at the time,
and read by His Excellency a few days subse-
quently to Mr. Smith, and in the Despatch based
on these notes, addressed by His Excellency to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Mr. Smith has lately, however, assured His Ex-
cellency that he only meant that such an Address
might * grow out of the Committee,” and did not
intend to pledge himself in the first instance to
propose it.

A controversy with respect to the words used in
conversation, and the meaning intended to be con-
veyed by them, is seldom capable of satisfactory
settlement, and it is not His Excellency’s intention

to discuss the greater accuracy of Mr. Smith’s
memory, or his own.

It is sufficient to remark that, whatever the pre-
cise nature of the course agreed to on the 17th
February (for the discussion lasted three daysg
was, it was one to which it was felt that it woul
be more difficult to reconcile the friends and sup-
porters of the Government, than its actual mem-
bers, and Mr. Smith at once left Fredericton in
order to prepare his principal adherents for the
altered policy he proposed to pursue, asking His
Excellency to observe the strictest secrecy on the
subject until his return to report either the acqui-
escence of his friends, or the failure of his efforts.

Mr. Smith on his return informed His Excel-
lency, on the 3rd of March, that his party generally
were willing to assent to the course which he had
consented to pursue. It wus accordingly agreed
to insert in the Speech on the opening of the Ses-
sion, the recommendation of Confederation made
by Her Majesty’s Governmeut, and as early as
possible to move the appointment of such a joint
Committee of both Houses of the Legislature as
should ensure the adoption of a Scheme of Union,
whilst the objections to the Quebec Scheme were
to be carefully weighed and examined at the same
time by the Committee.

What the precise alterations in that Scheme
were which would have satisfied Mr. Smith, His
Excellency was never able exactly to learn; but
he found that representation according to popu-
lation, to which he entertained a strong objection,
would not be regarded by him as an insuperable
obstacle to union, should a larger share of repre-
sentation le secured to New Brunswick in the
Upper Branch of the proposed Federal Legis-
lature.

His Excellency, considering that the speedy
accomplishment of a measure of union was now a
matter of almost absolute certainty, addressed to
Mr. Smith, on the Tth March, a letter of which the
following is an extract :—

“ T have been much gratified, though not sur-
“ prised, to find that you are disposed to approach
“ the question of union, as it now presents itself, in
“a large and statesmanlike spirit, and to realize as
“facts the necessities which are imposed by the
“actual condition of affairs. There is nothing
“ which more distinguishes a statesman from a
“man incompetent to deal with great affairs, than
“ this power of appreciating the changes, the mode,
“and the obligation, (often a most irksome one,)
“ of acquiescing in a course which, per se, he con-
“siders open to objection, in order to prevent
‘ evils of yet greater magnitude.

* *® * * ® * * *
“ You have it in your power to render the Pro-
“vince the inestimable service of depriving its
“ accession to the principle of union of that char-
“acter of a party triumph, which it must other-
“wise wear, and of those feelings of bitterness
“ which such a triumph wounld engender.”

Mr. Smith did not contradict the presumption on
which this letter was founded, and verbally ac-
knowledged the terms in which His Excellency
therein spoke of his conduct.

Having thus, therefore, as he presumed, ascer-
tained that his Council were not indisposed in
their own way, and at their own time, to recom-
mend to the Legislature the adoption of an union
policy, Ilis Excellency felt that much forbearance
was required in order that this change of course
might be accomplished in the manner which the
Council might think least injurious to themselves,




