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By Authority.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER,

FREDERICTON, 11Ta MAY, 1867.
Tars being the day appointed by Proclamation for the meeting of the Legislature, at Four

o’clock His Excellency the Administrator of the Government came to the Council Chamber,
and being seated on the Throne, commanded the attendance of the House of Assembly, who
being come, His Excellency was pleased to open the Session with the following

SPEECH:

« Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
« Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Asscmbly,

« Tt affords me sincere pleasure to meet you for the first time in Parliament.

« In conformity with the Address of the House of Assembly, Delegates were appointed
to proceed to England to unite with Delegates from Canada and Nova Scotia in arrang-

ing with the Imperial Government for the Union of British North America.

« I congratulate you upon the successful manner, in which those Gentlemen discharged
the important and delicate mission confided to them. I will direct the Papers connected
with the subject to be laid before you.

« Her Majesty the Queen, with that earnest solicitude for the welfare of all Her Subjects
which she has always evinced, having been graciously pleased to assent to the Act for the
Union of Canada, Nova Scotia, and %‘Iew Brunswick, in which the immediate construction
of the Inter-Colonial Railway was secured ; I feel confident that the people of this Province,
ever distinguished for their loyalty, will cheerfully unite in giving effect to the provisions
of that Act, and that, under Providence, it will be productive of lasting benefit to New
Brunswick. : ;

« Your attention will be called to the changes necessarily consequent upon the Union.

«Tt is, I know, a source of rejoicing to you all that the Imperial Parliament has authorized
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to guarantee the Interest on Three
Millions of Pounds Sterling, for the construction of the Inter-Colonial Railway ; an object so
‘long desired by the inhabitants of this Province, so necessary for defence, for the developement
of its resources, the advancement of its material interests, the more perfect union of the
different Provinces, and the consolidation and perpetuation of British Power on this Conti-
nent.

¢« The success which, during the past year, has attended Agricultural and Lumbering
operations, affords cause for gratification and thankfulness ; and I trust that the depression
which unfortunately at present exists in the important business of Ship building (a business
in which this Province has been so pre-eminently distinguished) may soon cease, and that
the commercial prosperity of your Sea Ports may be thus restored.

«T consider it my imperative duty to express my opinion, as to the necessity of the Militia
being placed upon a more efficient footing ; for the determination, evinced by the Imperial

Government to maintain the integrity of this portion of the Empire, demands corresponding
exertions on the part of this Province.




