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Great=Britain,

A ..
HOUSE OF LORDS, April, 2,

SPERCE OF THE ARCHBISNOP OF CANTERBWRT.

During the time I have had the homer of holdisg a sear
in this house, I have always opposed the granting of politi
eal power to the Roman Catholics, I must sllow, my
Lords, I have oppesed concessiens on some eceasions with a
fecling of regret ; and never was that regret se strong as a

- present, when the measure is drought forward by His Ma
jesty’s Government, and supported by se miny distinguish-

‘ed characters. °~ But, my Lerds, I have a duty to perform | were the parties through whom he was (o maintain the Pro- | posal,

paramount to the feeling of respect for individuals.” 7T owe
a duty te-the Church to which I beleng, and that Protes-
tant Constitution of which the Church forms a part
(Hear.) I have always thought, and 1 think so0 siill, thal
the interests of that Chureh would be injured by the con.
cessions proposed in this Bill.  If politicai power be con
ceded to the Roman Catholics, the Protes:ant Church mus:
in my opinion be seriously injured. (Hear, hear.] 1
have heard it said, at differeat times in this House, that the
priociples of the Roman Catholic Religion are changed. —
dt 15 said shose principles have undergone a material change.
Serely that assertion will be no loager insisted upon when
we hear these who stand high in Ecclesiastical situations —
the Roman Catholic Clergy—declare that they will never
depart frem the principles on which they hold iheir Churct:
te be founded. I have alse beard it said they will no lon-
gei sbuse their spiritual power; but we have lately seen
that power made a most dangerous engine. It hifs been
said, if the Rowan Catholies receive all tkeir politrcal rights
they will give security for the preservation of peace ang
tranquility, I am sorry to say, my Lords, I bclieve tha
will not be the case. [Hear.]  With respeet to the re-
peal of the laws which this Bill is (o repeal, 1 am also in.
duced 1o believe it would be impolitie to make such repeal
When I see Reman Cathalics act in defancs of govern
ment. snd excite the passions of the people by harangues of
8 seditious character, and levying taxes on the people for
the purpose of promoting faction. I must confess I cannor
Sec any ground te entertain sanguine bopes of a better feeling
®a Iccland.  I! camnot expect a beiter state  of things 1o
Ireland. I certainly cannot take oo myself to answer for
facts, not having information on ke 2ffsics of Ireland, bu:
if T give credit 1o the existenee of a be:ter ‘sparit and bow
to the necessiy, I am bound to consider the very great s c-
rifices we are called wpon to make for temporary tranquili y |
—1I cannot coutemplate without terror (he charge which is!
Now proposed in the Constiiution of this Country. 1 can

never furge that our Coustitatien 1s essentrally Procestant, |
®nd ibis measure will entirely deprive it of that character.

1 hepe your Lordships will indulge me in shewing d.r1’
grounas on which I form wy opinion. It €smno! be un

kocwn 10 your Lordsbips, who are well acquainted with
fhc bistory of the country, that disputes beiween the $overe-
igos of England and the Pepe were of long centinuance.
A beiieve the disputes began before the reign of Henry I1.|
I may caliyeur attention 0 the cliims of the Pope in the
reign of King John, and prier te the reign of Edward the
111, 1 say nothing of the character and metives of Henr,

the VII:, whether it was the violence ef his passions, a
dislike te (ke Roman sway, but Henry the VIII certainly
‘broke the political and_spiritual bond of Rome, 2nd from
hat reign they might date the Reformation. The atrach

ment of the people of Frgland to the Reformation had con

tinued, ind notwithstanding the reign of the House of Stuart,
during which attemnts were made to restore Popery, the re

formed Reiigion kepr jis ground. At the passing of these
Acus, which they were caljed upon to repeal, there migh:
have been a feeling occacjoned by the disclosures of Thiu:
Qates, but certainly at the Revolution of 688, those Acis
occupied the serious arrertiry  of the then. government.
They found that these Acts were necessary, and that they
werz preper for the proteetion of the Menarch on the Throne.
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{ of illustrating. He would suppose that the King were to
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whi might think proper to advise him to adopt. He/| of theirexertions i?ave been {.eh. and apprccia.xcd o a very
:t:;cl: ;;:yt?lgcit lords!?ipsp: case, as it was for thf purpese | wide extent ; but if such societies do not receive the coun-
tenance, the sciual support of the Colonial Secretary, [ affirm
be surrounded by mone but Roman Caiholies, He bcggcd’xhat their obj:cu, if carried on at sli, can produce by very
their Lerdships to.remember that he was putting an extreme | little heneficial result, . I contend, tbcp, my Lords, that
case. 1f the King weré thus surrounded be would be|the King ot" Great Britain cannot'be fuily represented by
slaced in a situation in ‘which be would be incapable of ful- jary Colonial Secretary of ‘State” who is noy Protestant,
hlling the obligatiom'bfhis oath. ~ Now then, how conld| Now, my Lords, with reference also to the Sgcretary of
any advisers, who could not enter into his views of d'xc State for the home prartncm, I should have much (o say,
(rue profetsiom’/of the Gospel, and who did nat believe inibut that Ido not desire to tresspass at miuch greater lengh
the Protestant religion as by law established, assist the King|on the atention of your Lordships, Bar [ must observe
in that ,c‘ipacity P The King governed the country by /ihat the Home Secretary possestes great power wiih regard

wweans of bis ministers—by meansof his officers of the army

?

|

I must also add, thac bis influence is almoast 4.
cestant. Church invielate, The King also as Sovereign arundcd‘qvct many of the iux:l:tutiom connected with (he
ransacted the concerns of the Country throvgh the State Church,” I s2y 50 mach wih respect (o the Cburch of
Secreiary, and how could he ac: with foreign Protcs!an.t Go E England, I will now as.k y aur Lordsh:pz to consider for a
vernments, if the Secretary through whom hecommumcatedgfc?v moments the situation in wt!lcil a Prot.esgam Lovd
were a Catholic 7 Hebegged (bem for a moment to con- | [:lcmepanwa that country would be placed wx'ch a Rom:n
sider what the. consequence would be 1f a Cacholic were t.:a!,(/athnhc Sccretary of Siate and‘a Roman Catholic Sacre-
be made Secretary for the Colonies. It was dhrough his tary for lrclanfi. I trust I shall notvbe consadcm{ as press-
agency the power of the King would be made known to the [ing my cwn views oo far in con'ending that the (,-’mr‘cb of
Colonies, and 1f he wasa Catholic those Colonies might be. Englard wiil risk the loss of us Prf)tcStant (ba:;c:cr tf this
deprived of his instruetion, as far as regaided the Progcs-:m:asurc be passed at a!.l : b.ut to this observation I mus: 2l.e
In the Home Department also the ngi.zdd, that [ do not c.m:.uler 1t absolut.cly necessary, ihat, evén
The Rev.|if we bave 2 change in ithe Conrstitstion of ihs country,
Prelate here spoke in so lcw 2 tone, that he was for a few | there .shvd! be a charg~ in the na:ure of. tbe wurerials oot
minutes inaudible.  When we again canght his voice he [of whnch.the Government nf the country is ecmpo.ed,  If,
proceeded as follows :—J¢1s, my Lords of vast impnr::vceggbcn, this measure be Famcd, | Wfll say that the lm'.js.qf
hat the Secretary for the Colonies should be well af:c'cd;thc present Administration must feel ths heavy resnonebi)ia
towards the Protestant Church.  I'may speak from experi- ty under which they labour by the consequcrces thac m:y

. !-'

5 . o . . ;
ence of a noble Lord whom I now ses in bhis place, andicnsue ; ana, while I hope that they will innk a every pare

—

tant religion,
was: reprc:cn‘!cd by his Serrc?ary of Srate,

Twho presided for many years over that depariment to the ! of ihe measure npw before the House 25 Protestant Starcs.

benefit of his coon'ry, and wi'h credit and henor o him-{m:n.t)ught to de. I hope their most esrnest atzotion will
sel{—ot whem 1ndeed, I may say, thar while filling this ar-!bf g'ven to those features cf it which cannot but m.er'.
duous ofhce; he maintained a characier which has never been ! ally affect the church of Irelund. My lLords, that tran-h
wxobeded. I bad the hoper of being in the confidence Ofio.f our Esfatlished Church dtm.:n.ds the most deiiberiie cora
hat noble Lord, and of being oficn consilied by bim wilb;‘ stderanion, a:'c.!.l say that you will not act farly towar s
reference to the concerns of his depanmcm, aud I spéak; that country 1t youd do not adopt every m=ans chisistent
from what I krow, when I say that he discharged bis duties; wirh justce 1o deliver the maus of its peeple from ke 'y ren.
with temperares and zeal, with a firm desire for the main | ny cx:r.ciscd cever them by lhci; Prizsis, (o pieven: ihom
ienance of religion, with the most considerate kindnzss o | from being any longer kept by violence fiom scriptural in-

| wards the Clergy, and with the most scrupulous care to pre- | struction— that scriptural instruction whice would iy he

vent disseotions  in  the Colonies of this kingdom | end l-ad ta a reformarion itere as we!l a3 hare.  Thers is
t!is;zno:hcr topic which 1 would nress upea year Lordships,

over whese icterests 10 was Lis des'iny to preside,- i o | | |
conduct was in fact, such as to produce towards him in mv | Le1s thie—rhat no v;:!agc o Tielsnd, that oo S."!Q! m“.'“gh,‘
wind a deep and sincere respect, which I shail preserve o (:“’t,’_l"" ‘0”_:'”-"" hall ..t"c tuff-re¢ 10 wu}f”_‘ W:i“wf‘ bt
my dywng day. Now,I wiil ask this roble Earl, if he be} 0r4in2 (0 Drotestants the m oz of worshiping God ascord-
act fu“‘,‘ and emircly aware (hat no R(man .(‘—ar}.f)fiq Sec j"m: lomne d!c:a'.es‘ of ‘}""?” -“-"“‘CIV."!?.CC.' Wia 'r'_'sp:c.(, n*-?v
retary for the Coloairs couid have done for the Churches. "."”_" 10 gecuniiiet. 1 most, 1w jusiice to I-’”,‘\‘L-_’my :
ot those Celonies that which the noble Farl was upon w{ M””“”fs’ 1ay l“.-"‘! [ shou'd 'Y‘.o:! .h.:vc been s‘unh-:d. wi.h
wmany occasions enabled to do P Nav, I will go furthar, | the securitiss which ihe; h "l"- I think, ‘i")’ “_’"”"""J"C“d
«nd contend that, if a Roman Cathelic Secretary were desi | ':'I fnean the paymeni of the ~oman Catbelic P“"‘ hood,
‘ous to doas much for tre Coloni:l Church as the pobic L waich woul | form something ke a Roman Catholic Church

y=stablithed weder the proceztium of the Srate. I cousider,

tlarl had ever done, be womld nor have the power to carry |~ ‘ ol a D
i1s wishes into effect—that he wau'd not, in short, be g« VO that ‘hc tovercment fad Leen more than jus;;{:e'\:’ "
cfcc!ivc a Minislcr as f‘.l whe 'wu_e Pm“‘s;am .a0d ‘” rrusing to hisien té sucn a propusi:inn. ,J] Lords, 1 af-
he could rot effectually discharge bis duty as a represeniziive, forCe me m_“c'" ;"I"a"”m 0 har the Ngblc'dgkc at-thc he?d
of the King.  'Wth respecr, then, to the power lodged in: ?f"?i" ,M gy Government d‘f}'!zrc his 1atention to do
the bands of the Coloni.) Secretary, 1t is sufficient for m)': il i hfs S t._)r.(!?c Cafiytog inlo ‘H“_“ the laws for
stgument 10 state that he has at his disposal extentive ccc!e-ipr””:‘mg‘ the admission of Jesuiss tnro this country, be-
sasdcal patrorage...that he must haye preat influence over| 30 1 had apprai:cm};d‘ (hat.thosc laws would not cnly be
ae appointments of Bishops, archdeacons, and thaplains....icvm"a’ but would emain as litile less than a dead lc‘(tcr UF"
nd thar, if gll such appotntrents be.nor ar his disposii, a| " the siaruce bask.  Thus, my Lerds, I iave raised my

. , ‘ Rt S SR aiar defail . .
;reat portion ef such patron®ge wuer, urqiestionably remain | " 4/CC @geinst the cyiner details and 2g=11t the general prio

. , o | - c1ple of the bill now Iving upon the tail ! 0
in his bands.  But my Lords, this is not all. Tue Colo. | : of the !Li ‘ ;w Q*mg ‘}f”‘ ( «e’l able of ‘.h's hou;c,;(‘d{
' ‘ wnlic! " C \ e ) 3 DY (! e
nal Seeretary possesses dbsolute power over the comforts of ! H_lc;"}". " ' 02‘\ ips have heen rda ed upon by ~'.Hc &3 .
. A . . ‘ 18 [\ ot $4 % virnment P i€
he Fglo["al C"»"ﬂ‘/- It has of en h{:pcncd that in conse- ! a)=s¥y s Lrovernment (o read for a secend lime o

| e s fipent | ihat bii div and decided! e

quence of dissentions sristng 1n our Colonies, althcugh the | . at.bill | o 6‘““"‘ fmd.mr!dcd.y PRpesce.. 1 o ity
| in the oppesition I give 11, 1 am actnated by nospint un-

becoming a Christiar Bishon, and that ihe course 1 have

taken bas been purswed wiho:

“lergy bave been 10 no way to blame for such dissentions,
hat they have been under (he recessily of applying 10 the , :

Mether Country 1o protect their inierests and to preserve g fo s - vy i waximh, wih-
heir rights. 1 assert thea, my Lords, that those interests out any uncharii.ble fecling, but solely and :xcmsnvely’ out
10d rights weuold not be safe in the Pands of 2 Roman Catho. ‘0{ regazd 1o a desp . of duty to tac intere. ! COmEics
nc Colenial Secretary of State, and I contend that, 1f the ‘o my charge. 1 will now trouble your Lordships m.ffm
Celonial Sccrcnr)" of State be not actuared L)’ a érotcmm ther, but move-as ax *mendmem: (e the mwation.of the Noble

By the principles of the Revolution of 1688 no persor ﬂtpiril, he may possess infl uence to,discourage, almost o ex. Duke, that this Biil be read a secend time this day six

who protessed the Roman Catkelic religion could be ng1
of thcse Realms, nor ceuwd (be King marry a Roma,

Catholic Queen. The King was bound by bis Corons

# it Great Britain,

manths.  [The Rish: Rev. Prelate resumed his seat. amid
Continaed cheess. ]
P | ——

nnguish, the Church of England in-many of the Colonies
My .Lords, 1t s ympossible, I cancelve,
‘or any person of a religious mind (o Jook (o England with.

tior eath, qn raking which be swears that he will see (he
laws of th: Couniry executed with justice and merey, ang

ke fuitber swears that be will maintain the laws of God ([0 the uttermost ends of the earth, and spreading us influence

the v:mosiof his power, and the Protestant religion as esta
How, said the Rev. Prelite was he 1o do
@ﬁ_ils-_was it by his actisns ? No P but Sy his Councils,

— —— ] - e
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Peiitions were P“‘S?"'Cd,again:t the Cathoiic claims, a-
Mony which was one {rom Livn;.-.,c.?. by the kurl f Lidon,
$V bU“‘Y thar a porier cculd scarcely €arr; ¥

out considering her 1o be, and to haye long been a chosen
instruraent tn the hands of Previdence for carrying religion

-8

Lord Goderich presesiied 4 counier peiiien from Liver-
povl, signed by 22,000 persans. |

The Duke nf)r\/clhngma moved the third reaing of ibe

over all parts of the habitable globe, Under the $anciion
and by the aid of the Protestant Esiablished Church their

larg= missionary sscieties have been formed, Md their eff ris

— e &"W e N

2 by his Migisters, who wre respoasible for the goane {have been successful in many distant regions, and the efzcts 'Cath olic reficf biil,

te the Established Church, and. lha.t a considerable poriiogy |
| aud navy—and by means of the civil awheritizs, © They!of Church patronage is placed in his hands, and ar his d‘h
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