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his house for plunder, and sacrificed the owper | 
grasped convulsively a bundle. of Exchequer bills, 8 which the robher was drawing (rom beneath h's pillow, where | 

he knew they were every night placed for better security. $i 

a 
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and aninstructiva observation upon the uneertainty of life,  [mede-up~the susie teiider posthumous “offerings to the {mane of poor George Fortescue,’’ ad they proceeded to dis- charge the more important duties for which they had met. 
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rele \ST DINNER. 
— -—— me ee 

THE FIRST AND THE LAST 

[In the well . wrought 

IBy tha time the third glags of cham | 
| addition te sundry potations of fine old hock, and + 
madeira,’’ they had ceased to discover any thing 

| pathetic in ahs inequality of the two sides of the 
80 melancholy in their crippled number of eleven. 

[The rest ofthe evening passed off rely pleasantly in con- 
'versation, géod humored epjsyment an conviviality, and 
it was not idl towards twelve o’cleck tha 
Forteseue’’ was again remembered.) & 
Thay all agreed, at pariing, however, that they had never 

capital 
£0 very and highly interesting composi. 

tion that we here condense, a correspondent of Maga gives 
us a valuable and striking moral lessen. Thousands who 
might pass heedlessly over a sober essay designed to incul- 
eate the same reflections, will have them irresistably impress- 
ed on their minds by such a picture as is here spread before 

them. Its most affacting displays, and darkest shades, May: csed suoh-a bappy day, congratulated each other upon all be found in the realities of life. ]—.4¢las. | ‘having mstituted so delightful a 1ieeting, ‘and promised to be 
Pwelve friends, much about the same age, and fixed, by. purnietual to therm $phojtrpent the ensuing evening, when 

their pursuits, their family connections, and ether local in. "they were to celebrate the hew year,.whose entrance they 
terests, as permanent inhabitants of the metropolis, agreed, | had welcomed in bumpers of claret, as the "watchman baw- 
one day when they were drinking their wine at the 

} 

Star and led ** past twelve I’ beneath the’ window, | 
Garter at Richmond, to institute an annual dinner among They met aceordingly ; Thd their gaiety was ‘without themselves, under the following regulations : That they any allay or drawback, It wus only the first time of their 
should dine alternately at eaeh other’s houses on the first ossembling after the death of “* poor George Fortescue,’ 
and last day ef the year; that the first bottle of wine uncorked that made the roeo!l: tien of it puniul 5 for, though but a at the first dinner, should be re- corked and put away, to be | few hours had istervened, they new took their seats at 
drunk by him who should be the last of their number ; that | the table as if -eleven had been their erimnal number, and 
they should never admit a new member ; that when ong !as fall were there.that had bezu ever expocied te be there. 
died, eleven should mest, ard when another dled, ten should| It i# thus in overy thing. Toe first “ie oman euniers a meet, and se on ; and that when only one remained, he shoyld  priscn—the first book an authe: v1 iaz—: Jirst panting en these two days, dine by himself, and sit the ‘usual hogrs an artist executes—the first batile a genérai wins— nay, tle at his solitary table ; but the first time he so dined alone, first time a rogue ie hanged, (fer a rotten rope may provide 
lest it should be the only ene, he should then uncork the 2 second performance, even of that cere mony, with all its sin- first bottle, and in the first glass, drink to the memory of gleness of character,) ditfer incenss vably from their first te- 
all those who were gone. “1 . | - { 2 petition. . There isa charm, a spell, a novelty, a freshness, There was something original and whimsical in the idea, |a delight, imseparable from the first experience, (hanging, and it was eagerly ‘embraced. They were all in the prime always excepted, be it remembered,) which no art er cir- of life, closely attached by reciprocal friendship; fond of so- cumstamce can impart to the second. 
cial enjoyments, and looked forward to their future meet- |a]! the darker traits of life. There is a degree of poignancy 
ings with umallayed anticipations of pleasure. The only |and anguish in the first assaults of sorrow, which ig never thought, indeed, that could have darkened those anticipa- | found afterwards. 
tions, was one net very likely to intrude itself at this meo- fine edge ef our feelings has been taken off, and that it can roent, that of the hapless wight whe was destined to uncorl | never be restored. 
the first bottle at his lonely repast. Several years had elapsed, and our eleven friends kept up 

It was high summer when this frolic compact was entered | their deuble anniversaries, as they might aptly enough be 
inte ; and as their pleasure-yacht skimmed along the dark{ealled, with scarcely any perceptible change. But alas! 
bosom of the Thames, en their return to London, they talk- thcre came one dinner at last, which was darkened by a ca- 
od ef mothing but their first and last feasts of ensuing | lamity they never expected to witness, for on that very day, years. Their imaginations ran riot with a thousand gay | their friend, companion, brother almost, was hanged ! Yes ! predictions of festive merriment. They waRtoned in conjec-| Stephen Rowland, the wit, the oracle, the life of their little tares of what changes time would eperate ; jokgd each other) circle, had, on the merning of that day, forfeited his life up- 
upen their appearance, when they should mpet,—some heb- om a public seaffold, for having made one single stroke of his bling upon crutches after a severe fit of the gout,—others| pen in a wrong place. In other words, a bill of exchange poking abeut with purblind eyes, which even spectacles | which passed into his hands for £700, passed out of it for 
ceuld hardly enable to distinguish the alderman’s walk in a| £1760 ; he having drawn the important Little prefix to the haunch of venison—some with pertly round bellies nd t:dg | hundreds, and the bill being paid at the banker’s without ex- little brown wigs, and others decently dressed out in 2 new amining the words of it. ~ The forgery was discavered— 
suit of mourning for the death of a great-grand daughter or | brought home to Rowland, —and though the greatest interest a great-great-grand-son. was used to obtain a remission of the fatal penalty, poor 

‘““ As for you, Géorge,’’ exclaimed one of the twelve, ad-| Stephen Rowland was hanged. Every hody pitied him ; and dressing his brother-in-law, “I exp 't I shall see you as sobody could tell why he did it. He was rot poor, he was dry, witbered;and unshaken, as an old eel-skin, you mere | not a gambler, he was not a speculator, but phirenology sel- eutside of a man !”’ and he accompanied the words with u|tled it, Fhe organ of grquisitiveness was discovered 1a his hearty slap on the shoulder. head, after his execution, as largo as a pigeen’segg. He George Fortescue was leaning carelessly ever the &; de of! could not help it. | | 
the vacht, laughing the loudest of any at the conversation] It would be injustice to the ten te say, that even wine, 
which had beem carried on. The sudden manual saluta-|{riendship, and a merry seasen, could dispel the gloom which 
t:on ol his brother-in-law threw him off his balance, and in|pervaded this dinner. It was agreed beforehand, that they 
a moment he was overboard. They heard the heavy splash [should net allude to the d 9 ressing and inelaucholy thewe - 
ef his fall, before they could be said to have seen him fall, ‘and having thus interdicted the only thing which reaily oc- 
The yacht was proceeding swiftly along ; but it was instunt- (cupied all their thieughts, the natural consequence was that 
ly stopped. = lsilent contemplation took the place of dismal discourse ; and 
The utmost consternation now prevailed. It was nearly they separated long before midnight. 

dark, but Fortescue was known te be an excellent swimmer] * * * * Some fifteen years had new glided away since and startling as the accident was, they felt certain he would [the fate of poor Rowland, and the ten remained ; but the 
rezain the vessel. They could not see him. They listened. stealing hand of timehad written sundry changes in most le- They beard the sound of his hands and feet: They hailed /gible charaeters. Raven locks had beceme grizzled—twe 
hin. An answer was returned, but in a faint gurgling veice, |or three hoads had mel as many locks altegether as may be 
and the exclamation ““Oh@eod!’’ struck apon their ears. In an! reckoned in a walk of halfa mile along the Regent’s Canal 
instant two or three, whe wer xpert swimmers plunged Le was actually covered with a browh wig—the crow’s 
into the river, and swam towards the spot, whence the ex-|feet were visible in the corner of the eye--good old port and 
clamation had proceeded. One of them was within an|warm madeira carried it-a gainst heek, claret, red burgundy, 
arm’s length of Ferteacue ; he saw him; he was struggling and chawpagne—stews, hashes, and ragouts, grew ie 
and buffetting the water ; before he could be reached he | vour-~ekbuts were rarely called for to relish the cheese a a 
went down, and his distracted friend beheld the eddy- dinner——cenversation was less boisterous, and N grid 
ing circles of the wave just over the spet where he had chiefly upon politics and the state of the fends, or t ¢ value 
sung. He dived after him, and touched the bottom ; but of landed property—apologies were made for goming in thick 
the tide must have drifled.the body emnwards, for it could shoes ard warm stockings—the doors and windows were 
not bs found ! | more earefully provided with list and sand-bags——the fire 

They proeceded to eme of the nearest stations where mere ir request-—and a quiet game of whist filled up sir peig 
drazs were kept, and having procured the necessary appa- (that were wont to be devoted to drinking, - ig a Bi 
ratus, they returned to the fatal spot. After the lapse of| ous merriment. Two rubbers, a cup of reg a Povey 
adbova an hour, they succeedad in raising the lifeless body of | by eleven o’clock, was the usual cry, when I 44 ae: 
their lost friend. All the usual remedies wers employed for | glass had gone round after the removal of 1 A er ( 
restoring suapeaded animation, but in vain ; aed they parting, too, there was now a long rime. fod , fi > , ROW pursued the romainder of their course to London, in/buttoning up great-coats, tying on wollen gem or ers, ing 
mournful silonce,with the corpse of him who had commenced silk handkerchiefs over the mouth and up to t rove, an 
the day of pleasure with them in the fulness of health, of! grasping sturdy walking-canes to sipport youre fee a 
apivits and of life ! Amid the'r severe grief, they could not| Their fiftieth.anuiversary came, and pp ni 5 which bat reflect how seon une of the Jjoysus twelve had slipped One had been killed by the overturning of the m: \e 1 frs ich 
st of the little festive circle. | {he had taken hia place in order to be present at the dinner, 
The months rolled on, and <o!d Beeamber came with all its) having purchased an estate in Monmouthshire, and retired 

{thither with his family. Another aad undergone the terrific cheer:ng round of kindly greetings and merry hespitalities :| : 
and with it came a sofinid radeliaction of th fate of poorjoperation for the stone, and expired beneath he pr Fortesaue ; eleven of the twelve assemilod on the last day third had yielded up a broken pes bos Jonge a or iy oss 
of the year, and it was impossible -not to eg] their loss as. ofan only surviving and beloved ; aug ra me pas 

they sat down te dinner. The very irregularly of 1} table, jcarried of in a few days by a cho pas 19 * Ari pol a 
“five on one side, and only four on the other, forced the me. breathed his last tiie very “AE e e py Je pe | 
lancholy evont upon their memery. in his favour by the Lerd Chancellor, whi¢h had cost hin his 

There are {sw sorrows so stubborn as to resist the united (list shilling hearly to 22°, and whigh, after a Litigation of! 
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mpagne had gone round, in 

table, er clared,).to cele 

t ** poor George cheerily over their glass, th 

snd it 1s the same in| 

In every case, it is simply that the first 

1 verce f 

Four little old men, of withered appearance and decrepit (walk, with eracked voices, and Sim, ray jess eyes, sat down, ‘by the mercy of heaven, (as they thenise!ves tremuleusly de- brate for the fiftieth time, the first'day of the year § to observe the frolic compact, which, haif a century. | before, the; had entered inte at the Star and Garter at Rich- ‘mond ! Eight where ir their graves ! Yet they chirped 
: ough they couid scarcely carry it | to their lips, if more than half full ; 5,4 cracked their Jokes though they artieulated their words with difficulty, ahd heard each other with difficulty, They mumbled they ~chattered, they laughed, (if a sort of strangled wheezing ‘might be called a laugh ;) and when the wines sent their icy blood in warmer pulse through their veins, thev talked , of their past as if it were but a yesterday that had slipped by  them—and of their future, as if it were 3 busy cont ga 'iat | lay before them. | 

| They were just the number of the euiet rubb 
‘and for three ‘successive years they sat do 
‘fourth came, and then their rubber wes played with an’ open duty ; a fifth and whist wasne longer practicable ; lwo could only play at cribbage, and tribbage was the game. / But it was hittle more than the moekery of play. Their pal- isied hands could hardly hold, or their fading sight distin- ‘gush the cards,” while their terpid faculties made them deze between each deal. | 

| Atlength came the LasT dinner 
‘twelve, upon whose head fourscore and ten winters had 'sliowered their snows, ate his sohtary meal. Jt so ehanced that it was in his house, and at his table, they had celebrat- ed the first. In his cellar, toe, had remained for eight and ifty years, the hottle they had then ungorked, recorked, and whieh he was that day to uncerk again. Itstoed beside him. With a feeble and reluctant grasp he took the * frail me- morial’’ of a youthful vow : and fer a moment memory was faithful to her office. She threw open thc Jong vista of buried years ; and his heart travelled through (hém all : Their lusty and blithesome spring, —their bright and fervid Summer,—their ripe and temperate autumn,—their chill, but not toe frezen winter. He saw, aa in a mirror, how, one by one, the laughing companions of that merry hecr at Rieh- mond, had dropped into eternity. He felt all th ness ef his condition, (fer he had esc 

or of v..ist 
wit to one. ¥he 

; and the surviver of the 

! 
! 

rained the glass which emory of those who were gone,’* the tears slowly trickled down the deep furrows of his aged face. 
He had tkue fulfilled one 

red himself (0 discharge the other, by sitting the usua ber of hours at his desolate table. 
resigned himself to the gloom of his 
gic sieep stole over him—his head fell upon his bosom——con- fused images crowded into his mind--he babbled to himself ——was s:lent—and when his servant entered the room, alar- med by a noise which he heard, he found his master stretch. ed on the carpet at the foet of the easy chair, out eof which bh had slipped in an apoplectic fit. He never spoke again, nor ence opened his eyesthough the vital spark was not ex. tinct till the following day. And this was the LAsT DIN- NER ! ! 

M. 

REMOVAL. 
a a rie 

MR. BALDWIN, SURGEON, &c.., 
ft? Has removed his Dispensary to that Store 
EY in Queen-street, lately occupied by Fish- 
NH cr Walker, & Co., opposite the Cflicers’ 
=o ® Barracks. 
In this Situation, by residing in the same house. he 

will have greater facilities atiordedhim of attending 
to Practice and superintending the preparation and 
dispensing of Medicines. 
Mr. B. is ia daily expectation ef receiving, by the 

first arrivals from London, a general assortment of 
genuine Drugs, Patent Medicines, Spices, Per- 
fumery, &c. &c. 

part of his vow, and he prepa- 
| num- 

With a heavy heart he 
own thoughts——a lethar- 

- 

Fresh White Mustard Seed, Spirits of Tur 
tine, and Lorrillard’s Maccoboy Snuff. 

Fredericton, May 12, 1829. 

pea- 

an 4 
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influence of we, a oircle of seiect fricads, and a seasou of | Sight years, pckaiis sb angry aged of ten 
rescriptive gaiety. Sin thousand a-year,—ien mi ‘ Ch: 
A 7 a2 iA or two, a few becoming ejaculations, A sixth Lad perished by the hand of a midaig 

sock end Nerthampioa Tuomas PuiLfiss Esq. Miamighi, 
Lowane Baxiz . 2 . 
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