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'HOUSE OF COMMONS, Maxcx 5.

This ‘being the day fixed for the introduction of the
measure favourable to the Catholics, after some preliminary
business had been attended to, Mr. Pext, rose, and address-
ed the Heuse in a Speech that consumed four hours ia the
delivery.  As our limits do not permit us to give it entire,
wa bave extracted that part of it, which embraces the views
of Government and the principles of the Rill,— Fre
Press. | '

Mr. Prer then proceeded to explain the deails of the
measure. He proposed to repeal the penal laws in Ireland
and in England, as far as they related 1o real property enjoy-
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ed by Remaan Catholict, and that they should be entitled to

enjoy landed property on the same terms with other Dissen-
ters, in case of any omission en their part to take the oaths
appoiated by the penal laws. The next question is, as te
the admission of Romau Catholies to political power. “My
opinion is, that unless you admit Roman Catholics into

| _.![.i_fli!ll!'.!a all your ether concessions of political power

to them will avail you nothing, [Cheers.] They will
ecaly serve as instruments by which they will assist them-
selves to maimain the struggle against you. Therefore I
propose by my bill, that the Roman Catholic gentiemen
shall be eligible to take their places as members both in this
and the other House of Parliament.
desirable to place them entirely on the same footing with the
Protestant members of the Legislature. [Hear.] I doubt
the policy of placing any restriction on the number of Ro-
man Catholics to be returned to this House, and for this
reason—=that practically it will be difficult upon any just
principlts to carry such a restriction ®to cffect. Suppos-
ing that the law were, that not more than forty Roman Ca-
tholics should be eligible to Parliament at the same time,
nothing would be so difficult as te apply the restriction af:
ter more than forty members were returned to this house,
anc to say which of them ought to be sitting members. No-
thing would be more difficult than to apply it at the time of
» general clection——to decide, suppesing more than forty
Roman Catholic candidates were propsed, which of them

-should be considered eligible, which not. I object upon

stili higher grounds to any restriction being placed upon the
number. I thiok that if we say that you shall return
thitty or forty Roman Cathelics members, as the especial
number of those who are to be charged with the care of Ro-
man Catholic interests, we shall do that which we ought
above all things to avoid—we shall make them combine—
[ bear, hearJ—we shall hold them up o the country and to
their constituents, as a sacred band, who are charged with the
iaterests of the Roman Catholics —and so far from I=tting
party interests and party motives act upon them, we shall
scparate them from the Protestant members of the House,
and shall constitute them into a distinct bedy, which will
have at beart the promocion ef the Roman Catholic interests,
and perhaps the subversion of the Protestant Church, 1
therefore propose te let theRoman Cathelics enter this House
on the same principle as the Protestants of the Established
Church, and as the Dissenters from it, there being no dis-

tinction whatever pade beiween them, I bave also ¢on-{man Catholic was at present pracucally capable of taking
sidered wiih great attentiof a recent proposal of a right hon- | any employment which might be assigned bim in a military
arable friend of mine, to limit the questions on which Re- | capacity, with the solitary exception of that of Cemman.
man Cathelic members are to vote.  Notwithstanding the | der-in-Chief. He now came to consider the propriety of
ingenious plan of my right henorable friend, I think that it admitting them to the higher civil offices of the state ; and
would be difficult to determine the questions which relate | he thought that noharm could arise from yielding to the

exclusively to the interests of the Established Church, and

it might be that questions which nomfnlly relate to the E- | of qualifying the Roman Catholic to receive a favour from

stablished Church might not be (hose in which its interests
are really involved, If the Roman Catholics were inclined
to speak, and precluded from veting on such questions, in-
jury mighl be inflicted, as cﬂ’ectmlly b’ an able man, with
party ties and connexions, making an inflammatory speech,

‘and then lcaving his party t9 suppert it by theis yetes —

yes, as much mischief might be inflicted by such a man, if
be spoke, as if he were eatitled to vote, {Hear,] On
the WhOk' I am ofopinioo that such a restriction would be
a departure from the principle of the bill, which I have be.
fore u.d #s the abolition of all distipctions and the equality
of political rights.” He was sure that it would be a grea
relief to the Roman Catholic, and a2 great satisfaction, he be.
licved be might say, to many Protestant members—[ loud
cries of ““Hear’ }—1t0 bear that be proposed to repeal the
declaration against mm‘miﬂl—-reaening that decla-
sation for certain cases of neccuity, which he should hereaf-
ter describe.  He proposed, fie repeated, (o repeal thar de-

irded  che adaission to office,

&mn Catholic members who- followed him to the table impi-
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It was invented in

ign of Charles the Second, and was merely used as am
::t:::cnt of exclusion against the RomanCatholics. When
that exclusion was to be removed from the Roman Catho-
lics, there.could be o reason for allowing the test of exclu-
sion to remain unrepealed ; for it would be extremely patn-
ful to any man of feeling to declare the religion of the Re-

ous and idolatrous, ' [ Hear, hear,] He proposed also to
relieve the Roman Catholies from the oath of supremacy,
leaving the ancient oath of supremacy to be still taken by
Protestants. He hoped that. the time would shortly come,
in which Roman Catholic members would consent to ul.te
the cath of supremaey as it was taken by their ancestors in
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, At present they might per-

haps object toit, and therefore, to ease tender conseiences, he

I also think that 1t is security we can expect,

K
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kept with beretics—:o oblige them to disavow the doctrine

4

intended tosubstitute another in lieu of it He should pro-
pose that Roman Catholics should take an oath which would
relieve them from the necessity of taking the ocath of allegi-
ance, and the bath of abjuration, because they would both be
ineorporated in it. The Roman Catholics would still re-
main subject to those oaths, because they would form part
of the new oath which he proposed to- have admjnistered to
them. The oath was thus vorded :—

[Here follows the oath, which we published in our last.]

So far as eaihs can give security, this eath gives us all the
Te call upon Catholics to state
that they disclaimed the dactrine, that faith was not te be

that persons could be relieved by the Pope from the solemn
obligations of an oath, and to makeother disclaimers of a si-
milar character, was in bis opinion, an unnecestary piece
of legislation. At the same time, if it theuld be the opin-
ios of the majority of the Members of that House taat |
such terms ought to be introduced into the oath, he should
bave no objection to insert them. (Cries of “ No, no.”)
The Roman Catholics could kave no objection to take the
oath with such insertions, for they had made such disclaimers
upon cath at present ; but as he proposed this measure in
the unaffected spirit of peace ; he was therefere desirous
that it should not be clogged with any unnecessary restric-
tiens, [Cheers,] The oath which he had read to them
differed slightly from that which had been proposed in the
various bills breught in by Mr. Grattan, Mr. Plunkett, and
the honourable member from Westminster. He thought
it desirable that this should be the only oath adminisiered
to persens who professed (he Roman Catholic Religion. In
conformity with the principle be had already declared, the
bill proceeded to render Roman Catholics adwmissible te all
corparate offices in Ireland. He had always thought thar
admissibility to every office connected with the administra-
tion of justice, was one of the mest valuable privileges which
could, be conferred upon the general body of the Roman
Caiholics,  Ae present, the Roman Catholic was exclu
ded by law from the office of kigh sh:riff, and indeed of
every office, in the high courts of jastice ; but by the bill
he proposed, they would be equally eligible with the Pro-
testant to every office connected with the criminal justice of
the Country., W ith respact to military offices, the Re.

Roman Catholics this admission. Fe doabied the wisdom
the popular branch of the Constitutien, and of leaving him
disqualified to receive a favour from the Crown—of allow-
ing bim to acquire distinction by flauering the prejudices
and courting the applause of the people, and of depriving

declaration against tmdmuﬁitim never was intofd-|
- |ed by its framers as a religious test.

aat

testant foundations, sich as Eton, Westminster, Wincbe;tc-;"

of any ecclesiastical schools of the same kind, The pri-
wvileges and nominations 1o these esiablishments it was in-
tended te maintain inviolate ; in addition to which he meant
to retain the law against'even presentations by Carhelics 1o
places of this kind ; and he proposed fariher, that in case 4
Catkolic held by virtue of his situation or property any ‘of-
' Gde of -chuidh patronage, that such influence should be ex-
clusively vested in the crown., He further proposed that

| in the investiture or distribution of any ecclesiastical dig
ty in the Established Church of England or Ieland.
“These, Sir,”” continued Mr, Peel, “are the reservations
which I make in behalf of the rights, privileges, and im-
munities of the Established Church. . These are (he excep-
tions which the intended bill will give to satisfy the juse
expectations of the Protestant mind—but be it remembered,
that they rest upon specific grounds, and do noi in the slight-
est degree invade the great principle upon which the bitl
proceeds to an equalization of civil rights, I believe I
bave now stated enough of the outliae of the preposed mea-
sure to enable the House to judge of its import, I ought
to mention that I intended the propased oath to apply equal-
ly to the Irish and Scotch Cathoiic, I would now ask,
can it be denied by any impartial man that we have gone
far towards seatisfying the just wishes of the Caiholics ?
'Can it be denied that this adjustment is propesed ma spirit
which ought to give the most ardent advocate of the Catho.
lics content and satisfaction ?  This being the case, I say
then we have a right te require from him and his adberents,

a corresponding disposition to afford fair satisfaction to (he
Protestant mind. We give him the fair eligibility to
which he asserts a claim  the Cathelic in his turn is bound
1o give us whatever fair concession is net incensistent with
bis religious principles, Upon general grounds of expedi-
ency, Iadmithe may cavil or ccmplain of certain con-
divions; but as a Catholic, I contend he has no right 10
make such a co nplaint ; for we have conceded 10 him the
removal of the barrier which scparates him  from his Protes.
tant fellow subjects,”’ .

The right bonerable seqretary concluded by moving the
following resolution :—¢ That the House 1eselye itseif
inte a committee of the whole House, to consider of the laws
imposing civil disabilities on his Majesty’s Roman Catho-
lic subjects.” [ Loud and protracted cheering followed (ke
conclusion+of the speech of the henorable genileman, whe
towards the clesc of bis address appeared to suffer from ex-
2austion.  His speech occupied mearly four hours and a
quarter in the delivery, Threughout he was listened to
with the most prefound attention, and at times the cheers of
applause frum an 1mmense majority of the House were so

and the passages leading to the lobby.]
et
[PROM THE COVRIER.]

The Catholic question has at lenigth triumphed. It were
idle and unnecessary to deny or disguise the fact. When
you say to a man, who complains of a grievance, that you
will take his case into consideration with the view of affording
him relief, you acknewledge the existence of the grievance,
and pledge yourselt to afford aremedy. Whether the mea-
sure of that relief will equal his expectation (in the present
instance, judging from what passed yesterday in both Houses,
we think 1t will) is another g estion.

By what mighty magic bas this miracle been wreught ?
Whence come these new lights that have-broken in upon

of bigotry and misapprehensien for a century and' a balf ?
How comes it that wehave been so mistaken as 10 the real
features of the Catholic/religion ?  Defeciion, we are told,
s all round us. One Church-man is said to have recanted
the errors of the Protestant Constitution, - Another also

the Crown of the power to reward bim for /any exertions
which be might makéin support of its honour and dignity.
In order to.leave the avenues of ambition in Parliament open
to the Reman Catholic, he was of epinien that we oughe to
render him capable of being employed in the civil service
of his country. - He proceeded in the next place, to con-
sider the exceptions with which he proposed to accompany
the bill.  The leadihg principle en which the exceptions
should be founded, should be their connegion with dutics or
offices connected with the established Church, The only
offices from which he proposed to exclude the Romaa Ca.
tholics, were those of the  Lord-Licutenant of Ireland, and
of the Lord Chancellor of Great Britain. He also meant
to exclude. Catholics from the appainiments (o avy of the

has recanted the errors of the Protestant Constitution—and
be who, we should have thcught, would have remzined true
to_the last—he who, we had hoped, weuld have been «a-
mong the faithless, only faithful found,” Dr. Philpotus, is
said, in the language of Parliament, to bave—raited. Ts
this true P Can this be true ?  If it be, we can only say
in the words used by that ill-advised Monarch, James the
Second, in speaking of his son-in-law’s defection.  * What,
is est il possible gone too P  1f we whem b had impress-
ed with the sincerity of his principles, and the strength of
his arguments, canmot desert with him to the hostile camp,
it is because we bave not yet scen the error of those princi-
ples, ahd the weakness of those arguments. 'We must be
content to remain in the ranks of the Protestant force, though

Universities or Colleges therein, or institutions upen Pre-lit be mouldering away fas, in which we bave 5o long serv-

that our measure shall be met on his part and on theirs with

some minds P How happens it that we bave been the slaves -

-

it should not be lawful for any Catholic to advise the crowev :
ne %"

loud ‘and continued, as to be heard in Wesiminister-ball, .




