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_bundred membess were assembled, and, befose be bad takew
_the chair (we minutes, the body of the House, and also the
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. MR! O°CONNELL.
. .

H_OUSE OF COMMON.S’ ,'vailc’d, endeavoured to make himself heard,  He said, no!

Fripay, May 15. : ‘_
e 1 oomquénce of the -general expectation that Mr.
O'Connell  would this day present Bimself at the table of
the_House, to be sworn_ iq 2 Membeg for the County of
Clire, the gallery was opened at three o’clock, and was very
soon afterwards completely filleds’ * The Speaker éntered
the. House at the usual hour, by which .time pearly: toree

side galleries, were as fully crowded as en any night dusing’
the ducussion of the great question of Caholic Emangipa-
tion, - A0y g

Mr, OiCoxngrt,—The Speaker having twiee or
thrice cailed order, before the'extreme anxiety and confusion’.
which prevailed in the House subsided, said—* Members
to be sworn wiil be pleased to come to the table.” .,

Mr. Q’Consell, with Lord Duncannon on his rightyand |
Lord Ebsington on his left hand, 10 introduce bit.in the |
customary form, forthwich passed the bar of the 'ﬂousc,‘;
and proceeded towards the table. . , ‘ |

Mr. Ley, the Chief Clerk- of the House, then -left bis |
seat, and proceeded to the lower end-of the table, and there |
meg Mr. O’Connzll. ' Mr. O'Cdntell banded in the cer-
tficate from the Commissioners of the Lord High Stewar |
kis return, and bis qualificacien, =

~ The Clerk, having examined these doéumqn:s, and found
that they were all perfecily correct, immediately opened the

took out the old oaihs afhxed to

| M,
| but witheut, we believe, attempring 1o make a sipgle obser.

the table must withdraw,

OQ'Connell, then hdrew. amid ,thq('jl')' t'o‘ymion,
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Mr. Brougham again rose, and, in the tumylt which pre.

{one ﬂﬂp_fmore\.‘di‘ip&edjban himself to'bow awith submis.

sion to the opinion of the Chair, but" on this occasiorn he
could not help thinking that the opinion_delivered by the
Speaker was.erroneous, and that the Hor, Gentleman who
had just left the table had a.right (o be heard in defence of
his clai\n,—ifl?éat,‘ A O SN R

The disorder at this woment was so_great, that the Spea-
ker was compelled imperatively 1o dirzct the Members be-
low the bar 1o take their plices.  As soon as order was
cestored, ' - . | R

Mr. Brougham repeated his belief that.the Speaker had

-

'm;SCORSU;JCd.lh_e Act, when he came (o tbe concjusion tha:
the Hon, Member for .Clare had not, according o the,

asages of Parliament, a right 10 address the Fouse. The
first di!ﬁcu‘lty‘wbicl‘) presented wseif in.this case arose from

the Hon,
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Upon (he qpati?t;l 5"¢'f."¢ did not' enleriain a2 doubt chat
the Jearned gentleman could rot,address the Tionge before
the oaihs were taken, because, if he did;ﬂt!y‘mhcr wember
w)_bohﬁgh". feel .50 disposed, ‘WQUM have en eqal ri;;in (o
raise objéc;’pm to the 'Omh', 10 1he. prescnbed gaths of the
‘Houx. ThC ‘hw Wi’ pusil_ivc 10 direum; (Sal every
member should "ta,kt l‘lﬂ Oﬂlhl_, bcfpxc bc taok his scar, and,

' before (aking the ojlbg',,it was qutie clear that befere be bad
30 qualified bims;lf’bé could heve no right 10 be heard io
(the House, Ad'to the precedents which bad beesy ceferred
‘1o, there had becn o time 10 txamine iaw them ;
fahd as it was exwemely impertant that the qucsiion
"should’ be maturely considered, he trusied the Housa
 woull pot comg ; 40 a premature decision, but wou!
‘take  time for consideration. - Wih sespect 1o ‘.I"

. motidn of the honorable member for Winchelsea, he wished

to observe that it weuld be deswable to dvoid agitating this
impottant question till the preliminary point was dispored of
and he would only now state that the mpression on his miad
was decidcdly difl:rent fiom that of the hanorable gentieman
opposite, (Mr, Broogham.}  As to the other quesiion at 1s-
soe, he would, as he bad - befors obwerved, give no opinier,

Member for the County of Clare being ordered|

but it ww’impossible that the House eould, conusientiv: wizh

to withdraw ; and while be was attempting 10 gaia a hzaring| is digony, proceed with the discossinn without taking ma-

the Speaker called him to order, and the Hon, Memoer, ture ume for deliberatior.

1, thegefors, proposed, it

withdrew, and was .thus prAccl'udcd fiom speaking on the | ths farther discussiom be postponcd till-Morday,

qucslion.

Now if it were at all doubtful whether the Iisn.*

The Speaker said, that, before he proceed:d 10 put tlie

Member bad a right 10-be heard in his own behalf, be!guestion (o the House, bz trusted he should not be thengh:
theught that question might have been dispmcd of before x_hc; unreasonable if ke put the House 1n peossession of the con
[Hon. Member was compelled to leave the Flouse ; but | sideraticn which -determiceed bim in taking the course ne

row that he bhad withdrawn, he (Mr. Brougﬁam) wouid [ had.  However difficult or imporiant the quest:on might be,
state his oPinion of the matter as it now s'ood, which wasg) he had not tins 10° deliberate=—:he sueaker in the eharr was

‘tha’y acuing on principle, and 2ccording to the usages of | compelled to decide om the instant,  The course be had ta-

\ ! : | Pa.‘“amgng’ ha was Of Opinzon |h3( lhe./q'“cs ion ough[ o bC’ kfn was ’S'UCh as OCCU(er on lhe im!aM o bC correct, anJ
large box, in which are kept various official forms, &c. and| ¢, fir discussed 23 to satisfy (he House that they were now| he decidéd widi the less reluctance, knowing the }ouse

pasteboards, and handed | following a correct course. He thoughe also tkat the Hon.‘ would correct bim if he were wrong.  With eespeet to

-them to Mr. O’Connell, together with the New Testament, | Gentlemen ougkt to be allowed to state his objections to tbeg hearing an honorable member at the table, he knew of no

~ pother than the oath named 1o the new Act,

on which to swear him,

Mr. O'Cennell teok the Testa- aking cf the oaths, W ith profound respect. to the Ch,ir,: precedent of 1is being done under any ev:cumstances short

ment, but on the paihs being presented 10 him, be said, 10 he 1y beg ta deny his authority in determining this qies {of the hemorable genileman beicg a complete member of the

cffecty to Mr. Ley, the Cleik, (the conversationwas not ad-

' tion,

It was a question of the greatest importance, and the

house, It was not (he ‘statnte. of LElizabeth but that of

C : . . . . . A . . s o N . St ) ) g . p o
dressed to the Speaker or the Mouse, and, of course, it Was gpinion of no single individual, etther in or out of the/ Charles ihe Second, which direcied certain oaths ro be taken

not heard in the gallery.) ¢ I apply 10 take my seat under  Chajr, ought to bind the House. The opinion of the[by members previous to.heir admission into this House, be-
the new Act. 1 am ready 10 take the oaihi directed 9 bc;wholc House ought te be taken, * Azcording to the c.on.;fmc the Lord High Sieward, and his Commissioners : and
taken by Roman Catholic Members. [ do not feel that I/ tuciion which was now out on the law, the Hon'Member, Without a certificate from the Lord High Steward ochis
am bound to take those oaths (P}”‘"g bis .}’3“‘ over :hc‘» from Clare was precluded from addressing the Hoose on a| Deputics, it would be impossible for the House to koow
oaths of S?P"m“}'a. &c., to point out which be meant.) sypiect which affected his persinal rights,  Me contended | wheher or not the usual oaibs had been conform d 1o, and
Perhaps, Sir, you “H!l state the fact to the Speaker for me | hat he (Mr. O’Councll) had a 11ght 1o be heard at the table, tn the abscnce of any evidence to the contrary it is presum.
—that I do rot consider I ought' to be called on to tzkc,z without taking the oaths, for the purpose of stating bis eb. ‘ed the proper oaths had besn taken. _
jections to those oaths ; and. for this he could produce two|  Mr. Tizrnzy saidy it appeared 1o him to be very singu-
Mr. Ley, the Clerk, then went to the Speaker, and | or thres precedents. The proposiien he had 1o submit to +dar, that afrer a Commi tee of the House had decided on
made the required communication, taking the old caths with!the House was, that a member w#s eligsble to speak at the the validity of the Tlco. Member’s election, that this House
him, and pointing out the exceptions made by Mr. O’Con ftablc tefore s took the oath and hisseat. “Thae arstcase be should say when.the Hon. Member came to rake his sear,
aell, 'had to refer to was that of [Henry Monson, who was retarned | * We donot know what to say nor what to du.”” 1t seem-
The Speaker said—¢ It is my duty to state, :f I bavctin 1689. The second was that of Mr. Archdale,  Sir! ed truly singular, that afier the Honorable Mempber had been
been correcily informed, that the course which the Hen.| Herry Monson was asked what obj-ctions hé had 10 take | declated duly elecied, that the House of Commons. should
Member has prepesed to take is a course which, un:lover. | the Oath of Supremacy ? and he replied, that bis objec- | ay, “ We don’t know what 1o make of this, but we will
ruled by stronger authority, 1 do net conceive it my duty to/ tions were personal to bimself, and had not the Jeast ten- | ddjourn for a day er twe, and then we shill come prepared
acquiesce in. I understand that he proposes o take the dancy todi.urbibe Governmeot of the couniry.  Now 1| with beuer 1uformation on the subj=ct.” = thought it
oa:h prescribed to be taken by Roman Catholics, “% it is to |appeared by the imperfect records which had coine down o would be much better 1f the Hon, Meniber was called in
be found in an Act of Parliament recently passed.  As 1!us, and by l’uliamcmary hisiory, that he was permited m“and ailowed to address the Houte, and thes the Houss
read that Act of Parliament, it is my impressiomg—ind on |speak a few sentences, in explanation of bis objecitans m} would know on what 1t was 10 decide, |
that impression it is my duty to act—that it involves two subscribe to the oaths, The House, however, was not sans. | Sir Franets Burdett 'savd, he thought it wasa very impor-
poiuts relative to the course 10 be pursued in taking seats in|ked wiih the reasons he assigned, and he w:s directed toftant question to be inquired 10to, and if the House was not
ihis House,. The first point is sthat of repealing the decla- | withdraw, and a new writ was urdered.  But, what he wish- | then prepated fer the discussion, it onght to be postpon-d,

ration. agzinst transubstantiation j;—the other, that of ap-
poiniing an oath 0 be taken by such members of this|
House as prefess the Roman Catholic Ceced ; but with this

ed 1o call the attention of the House to was that whick took | Whether the Hon, Member for Clarz was heard at the .

place before the new writ was isiued—namely, that. Sir!
Henry Mooson was heard et the 1able of the Houses In|

ble or at tie bar, he consilered untmporiant, and thought

y e . . N . .
the House was certainly ripe for the decision ; it was not®

~ conditien, that those members should be returned subsequen: i the case of Mr. Archdale also, it appeared he was permitted | 20 for the discussion,

passed ; and, with the single exceprion of repealing the de.

- the Jand, and which has been repeatedly sanctioned and con-

'~ priety of ibe conduct. which it appeared fo me (o
&, “duty iepursue. {Heary hear:) $ : t_herefoxc_- state to (he
% bon. geatlemen that be must withdraw,”
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to the passing of the Act,

reiurned, as the House is well awate, long before the pass lthird case The alluded to that. of Lord Fanshawe, which was) that Nobleman refrsed to take the oaths, and was sent for by

ing of this Act ; I have, therefore, only io refer to the Jaw
affecting all the Members of this House until the Jate Act

. . . . )
claration against transubstantiation, 1 have to stare, that the
construction which has been uniformly put-on the law of |

fitmed by- Act of Parliament, .15 that every member, before
taking his seaty #ball 1ake the oath of abjuration at the table
of this House,  Thisis the course. which by law the dig
fiity and the privileges of this House require. I state this
the 1ather, because it is well known that this Howse 1s open
(0 ah appeal by peifion, or it may be brovght forward by
any member inghis House. ~ In that case, the House wiil

be betier able to judge, nd to stale iis opinion of t:z pro-|
my

' of these précedents, the Heuse should be of opinion that ihe

also the case ofa refusal to take tbe oaths) the proceedings
were not distincily given, but he apprehended, in that in.
stance, his Lordship was likewize heard at the table previ.
ous 10 being ordered to withdraw. ~ 1f,.adopting the course

Hon, Member for Clare oughtto be heard, then the House
would ofder him o be recalled, @nd “having beard -his ob-
jections, he would be ordered . to withdraw, and the House
would then deal with the question as‘it should think proper.
The question was one of the first importancé, and each step |
that was taken in it ought to "be taken only after the fullest
deliberation.. ‘The Hen, Member concluded, by woving
that the Hon. Member for Clare be ealled back;and heard
in his own bebalf at the table of the House. S
Mr, Serretary Peel said he bad need searcely remind the
House that ‘the question now propesed came before them in
(heir strict judicial ‘capacity, and must be decided-accerding

ihe Speaker 1o staze the groands for.that refusal,

ed the subjict to give a comperent reason for supporting the
motion. At the present memeat he did nat perceive how
the cates of Lord Fanshawe; Sir FHenry Menson, or Mr.
Archdale, the Quaker, diffcred “rom the case of the Hon,
Ifember for Clare. Intwo of those cases, he meant those
‘of Lord Fanshaweand Sir Henry Monsen, those individa-
als had been Members of the Conventiopal Parliament ; and
that Parliament, strictly s-pcaﬁil‘.g, was not legally convened,
and the' caths were afterwards introd"uccé) to. which those
Gentlemen sbjected. The other case was that of Mr, Arch-
dale’s,  Therc the Member was sent for by the Speaker,
and that certainly might make some difference, Me agreed
to the adjournment, 1n order that there might be a more re-
gular and formal discussion, and to afford time fer looking
into the cases, As to the possibility of the' House toming

o zbcﬁ_:hws of Parliament, and the strict lettes of the statute, | to the (hjrd conclusion, that Nr, O’Connell was 'not to be

Mr, Brougham said, he had not himselfsufficiently consider. -

Now, the hon. member was | to siate his reasons for refusing 10 take the oaths,  In a2l ™Sir Joseph Y orke said, that in the cas: of Lord, Fanthawe,
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