| son was ordered Out to witness the execution of a private
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BURNING OF

Extract of a letter from Couttack, April 1 5.~—"A few

‘ I witnessed a suttee.
::{:“ .::n:d Ram Koomar 3} bedi.ed worth §:000 rupees
ready money, and left a beautiful young widow, a
bout 19 years of age. Twa of the man’s brothers” felt the
possession of this cash an object sufficiently important to
induce them to attempt the removal of the young creature,
their only obstacle ; nor had they much difficulty io suc.
‘ceeding, for under the influence of grief for hc;_:rrcparfble
Joss, and aided by the supersiitious hopes and fears excited
by the Bramans, she soon declared she would become a sut-
tee with her husband’s corpse. Application was made to
the magistrate, who, upon inquiry, discovered that the widow
was deeply intoxicated, refused his prrmission, and directed
the body to be burnt, hoping 1o prevent ths immeo.
lation. The relatives, hawever, were not thus to be foiled
in their attempt, and appealed to the Commissioner, who
banded the appeal to the Sudder Dewannee in Calcuta,
Fificen or sixicen days elapsed before any decisiop was re-
ccived ; during which time, all the interest that had been
excited in the public mind had quite subsided. 'We hoped
tbat the Court, by neglecting the affair, would second the
humane attempt of the Magistrate to save the poor creature
doomed todeath, but we huped in vain ; for, at the expira.
tion of the above mentioned period, an official document was
received, directing that the sacrifice should take place. It
18 not easy te conceive the joy which the blood-thirsty rela.
tives manifested at this triumph, or the praises which they
escribed to the higher authorities, as ¢ the nourishers of (heir
religion,”’— the friends of the gods.” Having received
ihes orders, the time and place were soon fixed upon, A.
boot half-past four o’clock I repaired (o the place, the bed
of the Cutgung, river, where 1 found the poor woman sur-
rounded by her inhuman murdereis, and supported by her
old nurse. At her feet stood three or four pots of water—
also a small copper vessel, containing water and a red flow-
er ; and she was surrounded by an immenss crowd of spec-
tators. I placed myselfas pear her as I could, not to come in
contact with the vessels or her clothes, {native fashion) and
began (o dissuade her from her purpose. Her attendants
were highly indignant at me, 2nd, on a hint being given her,
she turnced away her head.  The arrival of (he Judge was
the signal for preparation. He asked her ifit were her de-
sire to burn : she repied ¢ Yes.”” - Then,” said he, ¢ |
cannot hinder you longer ;** and  hurree-bol” rent the air,
The officiating Srabman now began 10 read his formulas.
This was soon over, and they led the victim to the pile.
Here they collected round her, some whispering, some en.
couraging, and othsrs impregrating the clothes, hair, &e.
with rosin and oil ; end some again were busy impiegnat.
ing a quantity of flax wiih rosin, and such things.  She was
scveral (imes around her pile of death, the Brabman
pronouncing blessings before her, and by her 2ppear-
ance she evidentdy thought herself blessed. Maving
coppleted her perambulations, all her aitendants were
ordered to leave her, when she deliberately turned 1o
wards the pile, and, walking in, laid herse!f down, and wait-
ed the devouring flames. The relatives asked permission
to throw some wood on the woman, but the Judge refased.
The next near relative now stepped tothe pile’s mouth, and
baving read an incantation, to relieve his soul from sin, he
ligh‘a:fl a wisp of straw, and walked once round the pile
with 1t, and then buried it, all flaming, under the flax and
straw at tae head of the pile inside, just before the victim's

face, and in'a moment (he whole was enveloped in flames,
We now looked for ap altempt to escape ; but no— while

the fire devoured !lcr beautiful head of hair, she shook her
head, and again laid it dowy, -

: 3 soon I saw her raise her legs
in the agonies of death, then lower them, and all was over.
Inhaling the smcke

nio her '““g’a she was suffocated very
soon. The scene now impoverishes ) description. The

botrid joy of the relatives, the fire, the (crmented vietim,

the shouts and music of the multirude, all conspired to im-

press my micd with he, idea that certainly this was hell, |

made my way oyt of the crowd, and ran home.”
-

'MILITARY EXECUTION.

wIiIDOWS,

(Extract of a letter from an officer of the 28h Regi-
ment of Foot, at Corfu, dated 18t of January 182 9.)
The day but ‘one afier our arrival here, the whole garri.

The deccased was a Ben-

| to their oath, venture to aldress your Mujesty, on whose
greatness and justice they have built the mus: flattering and

we humbly and respecifully place in the Royal and imperial|
hands of your Majesty, and are as conformable to the glory
and real interest of your Majesty and of your august daugh.
ter (for which these Portuguese have risked every thing,) as
honourable to those who formed them
the Sovereign who lisiens to them, ~

to listen favourably ¢, the supplications of the loyal Portu-
guese, '

how to maintain legitimacy and the charter,

your Majesty will know how to choose the fittest means that
the splendour of your glory may not be in any way obscur-
ed, and such as may be the most suitable to the two nations,
whose destinies Providence has committed to your Majest, s
care, in the state of independence in which they now are
and in which they hope to be always maintained.  For ihe
Portuguese, Sire, esteeming the Brazilian nation, can never

ask of it amy thing contrary to its real interest end its hon-
or. ‘

in Europe, and then the loyal Portuguese, the Allies of the
Crown of Portugal, and the friends of legitimacy, will fly
whither honos and duty call them ; then the august daugh-

ter of so greata Monarch will adorn the Lusitanian Throne,
end your M

of the Royal Military Sappers and Miners, He was se
tenced by

and thereby endangering his lifc, so much that the Serjeant

mooths. Several Soldiers in this garrison had, for offen-
ces of a similar vawre, received the same sentence during
the last year or two, but nohe of these had been carried into
exccution ; they were, I believe, all ‘transported for life.
Sir Frederick Adam, was determined to make an example
of this man, 81 the crime mg/{ecoming common ; and he
had before awtempted 10 droyé an officer, but escaped with-
out punishment. At 7 o’clock on the morning of the ex-
ecution, the whole garrison marched out into the outer ditch,
where they were dr'awﬁ/ up as well as the nature of the
ground would admit ;' it was aliogether a most awful and
impressive spectacle’; the whole of the ramparts were plane®
ed with sentries ; the troops formed three sides snd a consi
derable part of a/fourth side of a square, and in the centre
of the half "vacant side the grave was dug; after waiting
some time, the band of the 5131, with muffled drums, . were
heard at a distance, playing the ¢ Dead Murch;’ from 1his
time it was half an hour before the band appeared ; theén
came six men bearing the coffin, and afier them followed he
prisonér, with ‘the Chaplain by his side, and surround-d by
bis guards, and bandcuffed ; he moved forward wiih firm
neis, though he appeared to be yuite unconscious of every
thing around him ; he walked along the three sides of the
square, and the coffin baving been placed near the grave, he
wal required to kneel upon it, when the Brigade Major ad-
vanced into the centre of the tquare, and read aloud the
proceedings of the Court,  As soon as this was ended (he
prisonier had a handkerchief tied cver his eyes, after which
the guard was withdrawn, and ths Chapiain centinued pray-
ing with him, gradually raising his voice as he retired »
few paces, that the poor fellow might not be aware that the,
last preparations were so nearly concluded, when upun a
given signal, fificen men of his corps advanced a few paces,
and fired, when the body fell back, and gave no further
sywmptoms of vitality, not even the motion of a limb ;B
soon as he had fullen, fifieen more men stepped forward and
fired at him as he lay t0 all appearance dead upon the ground;
after thrs all the Regiment marched past the dead bedy
which appeared dreadfully di-fgured.

———————

BRAZIL.

et

[orFiciac.)
- Rio De Faneiro, fan. 3. On the 2135t of Dacem-
ber, at 11 in the forenoon, His Majesty was pleased 10 re-
ceive at the Palace cf Boa Visra, in preserice of the Courn,
the Portuguese Deputaiion, consisting of the Conde de
Sabugel and Don Josquim Antonio de 1, a'haes, the for-

mes of whom had the honour to address Fis Majesty in the
following speech :—

¢ Sire,—The Portuguese, faithfal to your Majesty and

well founded hopes,

¢ These wishes are expressed in the representation which

, and will tmmortalize
' ¢

¢ May your Majesty “then derga to receive them, and

t

“ The firm hand which founded the empire will know

¢ The wisdom which distirguishes all the resolutions of

C

¢ Let the voice of a legitimate Sovereign, Sire, be hear]

[

wozlc, and of future generations,”

n-
a Court Martial 10 be shot until dead, tg ha-“*'
ving struck a Serjeant of that Corps with a piece of “wood,

did not recover sufficiently to give his evidence for some

rection for 1t always existing in France,
that we are absolutely at war, and that thz
of the powers of Europe,
against us, [

administration not to throw 70,000 men immediately into

e T -

His Linperial Majesty, co
the interests of the (wo nations, and his glory,
to reply as follows :—

and Portugal, in order not (o endanger (heir mut
pendence, which I shall firmly mainicara,

act in such a manner as sha!l sthow 10 (he whole world

‘ of the Portuguere throne.”’—Diars ) Fluminenge,

e ———
Great=Britain,

HQUSE OF LORDS, Apri] 3

. i
~ The adjourned debate on the motion fcr (he second read

1 ihg of the Roman Carholic reli=f bill was resumed,

The Archbishop of York said, that afier (he fullest atten.
“tion and most mature deliberation, he grieved to tay, he
could not support the present bill.  The secerities which it
proposed were not suflicient to allay his fears f
tant Church 1u Treland.

P

—

ir the P(O(C‘; .

The Bishop of [Durham owned, that aficr the Lest eansi.
deration he had been enibled to give the Bill, hs couid not
bring himse!f to think hat such 2 measure as was now before
their Lurdships coud be cariied wihout much danger o the
charch, ’\

“The Duke of Sustex supported the bill in along speech,
11 the course of which a shight wisinderstanding arose be. ween
htm and Lord Kenym, which ended in the Royal Duke ap-
ologizing for the mistake which he had committed,

The Lord Chancellor 2ddressed the housa
lengh,

at extraordina
He defended his character frem the

asyersions
which had been thrown upen ti ; supported the measure ag
imﬁﬂ'av

fvely necessary for the pacificarion of Ireland; showed
that the constitution of 1688 was no bar 1o the present bell;

ar.d declared his brm and decided opinico,
Whifh scme

£y

that the dangers
persons ibought they saw in concession were

mergly Imaginary,
The Earl of Falmourh opposed the bill, and (wied the

poble and learned Lord wiih a sudden change of opir.ion on
this qucuion. :

Toe ‘Duke of Welling:on having given a short explana.
tion, the question was put by the Lord Chancellor, and the
decision was proneunced ta be in the afhirmative, when
Lord Goderich rose and supported the measure &t consi-
derable lengh,

The Earl of Man«fiel] oppesed 1t,

characterizing it a3 a
sonument of our folly, ard a

bitter legacy to our postenity,

The Marquis of Anglesey supported the bill in an able
speech.  He viewed the question in three points of view,
politically, religiously, and miliiary, With respect to the
political view of the q1estion, be said, that, the ;roment the
bill was passed, he should consider the regeneration of Ire-
land complete. Irelend . wanted repose, which she had
forseveral meniks erjoyed,  The consequence was, that her
gials were empty, her police idle, and her military pnoce-
cupied.  This bill wouid make such a state of things per-
manent.  Tranquility would produce prosperity ; British

capital would flow into Ireland : the poor would find em-

ployment ; and the ab:entees would return.  Wiih respect
to 1ke religious view of the qrestion, he maintained, ihat (he
Irish Church was now in danger, but that the Fassing of rhis

bt would sirengihen it in the minds of the people, and
would better maintain its security than all the penzl enact-

ments which the utmost ingenuity of legislation could de.
vise.

Then, with respect to the military view of the ques-
10n, the noble Marquis spoke as follows :—¢ There is no

man acquainted with the state of Ireland who will not agree
with me, when I state, that in a time of profound pesce,
@nder the exclusive laws, 25.000 wen is but
rison for Ireland.

@our of war, that would be an improvident government
which did not immediately add a force of 15,

the previous military, force ; 40,000 men, I should sy,
would be barely sufhicient, under such circumstances,. I sy
that thzre is 8 nucleus of mischief for the disaffected of that

a scanty gar-
In the event of war, or even of the ra-

000 men (o

ountry in America, I say that there is a focus of insuc-

I will suppose
re isa combination
no very unlikely contingency,
then say, that it would be madness io any

reland, Take, now, another view of the subject. Sup-

ajesty’s pame wili excite the admiration of the

pose this bill to be passed into law by this day menth ; de-
| clare war if you like the next day ; and I assert that you

-

e

mbining in bis exalied policy,
was pleased
“ Consulting the 1nterests of the two nations of Brazil

ual inde.
I have resolved o

m
resolution to fight for the rights of my daugh:er, you,;
Queen, and to enter into no compromise wih tbe Usurper

\“
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