~ing, in 3 more regu :
-0 understand, your Lordships
. the Gemmittee on-the Bill for suppressing the Catholic As.

" :sinto thiscountry, and the necessity of supperting the noble
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EBRUARY 23.

LONDON, F
» ... HOUSE OF LORDS.

___THE CATHOLIC QUESTION.
The DUKE OF GLARENCE 6id—My lords, 1
site io address your Lordships under feclings of noor-
«dinary pature, It was my’ intention B hage delivered my
.opiniops upon this subject to which ‘Marquis [of
Londonderry ] bas just referred, 10 thogﬂfr'; of this even-

lar course, when, as 1 bave been given
will receive the reparts of

soeia B 0—2 measure of which I believe no man-ia’ his sen.
ses bulttnust dectdedly approve, - But more of that hereaf.
er. But, My Lords, I rise thus early in consequence of
what bas just fallen from my Noble Friend—I hope he'
will allovs me to call him so—who has expressed bis plea-
sure that this measure is now to be @ unanimous measure on |
the part of His Majesty’s Government, who.bad heretofore
-been generally opposed ta it.  This is, my Lords, the cause |
of my pow rising to address you, otherwise I should have
waited to have delivesed my sentiments upon the Bill you
are about to be called on to consider in one of its siages.
My Lords, 1 consider.this unanimity wiih reference to the
eondition of Ireland to be of more consequence than all che pe-
titions, pro and con, that bave been laid vpon the Table of
shis House—petitions ofywhich those who kave signed them
koew no more about than the paper en which they were
‘wiitten. God knows I feel this to be the fact, But
rise, my Lords, now, because His Majesty’s Ministers have

. becorse anited. I wish to God that His Majesty’s Min- |

isters, or rather His Majesty’s Administration that migat
have been formed in the year 1804, could have been united

on this subject. From that kour my opinions were in fa-

vour of what is falsely called Catholic Concession, for 1t
# oot concession, My Lords; it is the taking away a de-
gradation ; and I pledge myself, I pledge my life, that itis
not a concession to the Catuolics, but the removal of a de-
gradation—it is the binding in strergth together of eight
millions of His Majesty’s subjects. Now I am up, I will

state how much pleasure I feel this day in supporting the |

Noble Duke and bis colleagues, who have been so unjpst-
lyy for I will not say so infamously, sttacked. My Lords,

— —————— , s , : A , sexss s, " '
of ‘men were I ever to forget the reception 1 theve met wiih. | ly be conceded, but whieh I felt never could bo conced.q

During all my professional experience, I can bear testimony . | with security, or‘with prepriety, unless through (he mediu
10 the character, .to the bravery, tothe energy, and to the [ of the Ministers of the Crown. So convinced - i -:
‘ ghorough_“w humcur of Irishmen, If the venerable Dun- | i

" Ithe energy and discipline with which he kept his fleet ac

who was more dear to me than any other officer in the ser-

of the Empire on the lower decks of the ships which they
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can, who ]liled immortal fame by bis victorious actioo |
withi the Dutch, but who had served his Country more by

sea at the time of the mutiny at the Nore, were in exist-
eace—if Earl Saint Vincent, whose blockade of Cadiz re-
flected the highest hanor on him, were living—or if one

vice, (I mean the great Nelson, the hero of the Nile)—were !
in being, would they net hold up their hands in admiracion,
and say, that the dawn of peace, happiness, and tranquility
in Iréland bad arrived —that jusiice was about to be done
to the country of those men who had been fighting the battles

commanded ?  However I might on ons occasion, have
had the misfortune to differ from the noble individual at

induce me te alier the exalted opinion I entertain of his
great personal worth and high military talent, when 1 re.
collect the victories achieved by the illusirious Duke, from
as it were the first dawa of his great military talent,— when 1
cecollect the brilliant circumstances attendant upon his hrst
sharge, at the time he commanded a column in India, and
contributed so materially to the desiruction cf the power of
the celebrated Tippo Saib,—when I recollect all his splen-
did achievemenis, from bis first victory of Vimeria down
te the glorious day of Waterloo— hat day which for 2
leng hof time had closed the horoscope of Europe, The
Noble Duke is a soldier ; and, when he bears in mind the
regiments that fought under his command, he must counsrder
that he is now only discharging a debt of gratiude, which,
as a soldier, he owes t> those brave and gallant men, who
achieved his victories, and contributed to raise him to his pre-
sent exalted sitwation. The Noble Duke has brought for- |
ward the questicn when he posscsses the ful power to car-
ry it.  Itis recommended in the Speech from thex Throne,
and it 1s announced at length from such high authority, that
the thing can be done with perfect safety to the country —
asit is my firm conviction that 1t can be sodone, not only
consistently. with the safety of the country, but with its
future security ard advanage. [Hear.] At present 1
have no more to say, but I trust I have said =nough to con-
vince your Lordships and the country, that I scrious'y in.

if His Majesty’s Ministers ate, fortunately for the Country ,:
united upon & measure of such deep importance, I thank |

them from the very bottom of my heart. I think 1t will

be bardly possible for any man who hears me tbis dey to|

doubt that I am deeply and (horoughly interesied in the
welfare of my Country. [Hear.] It will be forty years
next month since I have had a Scat in this House, and |
trust in God I bhave never given a vote here, that 1
‘have had reasen to regret ; but certain I am that I have
pever given any vote with half so ‘much pleasure and
'-mi‘cdoa,' as I shall give, at every stage-of 1, to the
‘measure now contemplated by the Noble Duke. I consi.

-der it, my Lords, a fortunats circumstance for England and

for Bosope, that His Mujesty’s Cabinet are united ina
measure which every man of common sense must look upon

for the interest of England, and if for the interest of Eng

 slso for the interest of Europe ; for the interest of
jarope is so closely coznected with the interests of Eng-
and, that every thing which conduces (o her welfare, con.
- duses to the raterest of Europe. Itis then, I say, a fortunate
thiog for this conntry, that the Noble Duke has bezn select-
ed by His Majesty, and placed at the head of its affuirs,

X rejoice, my Lords, to sce him there,and so long as be con-
-tinves-the course be is now pursuing, so long shall ke have

;‘-’—ﬂmb My Lords, in theonly conversation that has|

“taken place between the Noble Lord on ibe woolsack,and
-myself, which took plaec when I resigned office, (and which

resignation it pleased His Majesty graciously to accept,) I
told that Noble and Learned Lord that I would never form

{ Cheers. ]

tend to give my cordial support 10 thuse just measures of
relief in favor of His Majesty’s Reman Catholic Subjecrs.
I am convinced, indced, that every thing which can be

done for the good of the country, and the prosperity of the
people, will be done by that Noble Duke, and I shall there-
fore make no further observations at present on this subject,
I trust, however, I have said enough this evening, to con-
vince the House and the country, that I am serious in the
support L intend on all occasions to give His Majesty’s
Government, in their endeavours to seitle this question.
I shall have a great deal more to say, bowever,
when the measure intended by the Ncble Duke.as regular-
ly before your Lordships, The sutject 1s one to which |
have repeatedly turned my mind, and which I have at varl-

ous times considered for the last twenty years, in all s
bearings, and with reference to Erngland as well as Ireland.
I¢ may, [ have no doubt, be said, that 1f your opinions
were always in favor of concession to the Roman Catholics,

why 1s it that you have not before avowed them P My
reason, my Lords, 1s this—the settlement of the Catholic
qucstiqn has not, until now, been made a measure of Govern.
ment—[ Hear]—and although I had been uniformly 1o op-
posiiion for a long periedyand connected in early life with
many of the distinguished leaders of opposition who espous-
ed the cause of the Caiholics, this censideration witkheld
me from declaring my opinions. In the year 1807, how-
ever, when it pleased the Almighty to produce that concur-
rence of circumstances which called his present Majesty to |
the Regency of this country, I felt myself bound, under the

ose.of a ‘factious oppesition to the Governiment—that I

considered such a line of conduct to be my bounden dut'y.? Majesty’s Government—and having continued todo so un- |

‘T-appeal to the noble Loid to confirm my words, [ The
'Lord Chancellorbowsd.] I trust these words have not been
falsified by an action of mine ; and, indéed nothing but
.the absolute conviction of the importance af the preseat cri. |

‘Duke and ‘his Administration in the course in which they
‘Bave had the boldness, the fairness, and the candour to punuc,{
:should haye induced me to come forward, shus publicly, be- |
‘fore God and before man to declare my senuments.  Pro-
ifessiorally educated as I bave been, it has fallen to my lut

pecoliar situation in which 1 was placed, to support His

upon this subject, come férward and express my.sentiments
in favour of the Catholics, as long” as the Members of His
Mzjesty’s Government were not united upon the expedien.
cy of granting the claims of the Catholics. 1 saw, how-
ever, that the policy of granting their claims was every year
gaining fresh- advocaies—I saw ‘that the disunion existing

ngesty"s-‘G’m{cmmcm was, every year, bccoming of great-
er consequencé—<and I felt that I should do harm, instead
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deﬂf gf tbe Proptie'!y of .tbi! cotim, that if the Neble Duke
had come down to your Lordship’s house and declared that
he had a Government unanimous in their opinions that (he

‘claims of the Catholics should be resisted, [ feo) I muy

have adhered to the same line of policy. My opinions yp.
on the propricty of concession to those claims might "Pd
would have remained unaltered, but I should have alway,
felt it to be my duty to resist their being factiously broug{u
forward ; for until the opinions of the Members of the
Government were united upon the subject, I could mot
bring myself to believe that the proper time was arrived fo

an atempt to accomplish the object of our wishes, Nl
however, I thank God, the day is aliered, and I 1iust we
shall join heart and soul in the furtherance of (hose measyres
con[cmplaKd by the Nobly DUke, but which I, net b.m‘;.

the secret, cannot pretend to describe.  1bope, hawever, they

the ‘head. of His Majesty’s Government, nothing can ever ' will prove, when laid before the House, to be infinitely less

objecticnable than some noble Lords seem 1o imaging. , 1
trust, 100, that in the 1nterval between the passing of fhe
Bill which we are io consider tonight, and the anp
ment of those measures by which the Noble Duke p
to cffect this most desirable objsct, that the Right Rever-
end Prelates will apply themselves seriously, deliberately, ™
and without the mixture of any unseemly passion or preju-

dice, 10 the cunsideration of the condition in which we.are

now placed, and what would be the result of iis continu-

aoce, [Hear.] I trust io this deliberation they wiil

cll to their mind that they are the appoinied Ministers

of peace. I trust they will -also call to their secollection

what might be the situation of Great Briain if these evens

which are every day taking place upon the Continent of

Europe, and which begin 10 assume an appearance of great.

er inicrest to this coumiry, should, by any possibility, give

rise 1o such difficulties as would involve usin war. | weuld

ask the Right Reverend Prelates whether they can, consci-

entiously, bring themselves to cppose that measure which
may place us in a situaiion to avoid all hostiliuies 1o the pre-

sent situatton of Evrope 5 and I would ask them sull further,
whether, knowing that by opposing it they may be the
means of intioducing hosulities abroad, and ermity at home
—1 ask them how they can dare 10 call themseives the.
Ministers of Peace P [ Hear, hear, hear.] 1 feel I ough
10 ask pardon of yeur Lordships for detaining youso leng
at the present moment, and the more so, as 1 shall very of-
ten be obliged o trouble the House in the discussions
which must take place upon the measures which the Noble
Duke intends to propose. I could not, however, avoid
congratulating your Lordships wpon the prospect before
you, and expressing my pleasure and satisfaction ibat the
doot of the Constitution is at last to be opened t0 the Peo-
ple of what ought to be the dearest, as I believe it to be the
richest province of our uniied empire. ‘
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NATURAL HISTGRY SOCIETY.

The March Monthly Meeting of this Society was
held at its reoms on Monday evening the goth nstant,
ALEX. SKAKEL, Eiq. V. P.1n the Chair,

The Committee appointed-to select for conversation and
discussion, wade a second reportywherein they suggested the
propriety of limiiing all private business 1o one hour, s3 as
to giva more time for the discussion of the subject selected
tor the evening—inat the Secretary do notify the subject
of discussion in writing tothe Members—that the subjects for
essays or discussions recommended by this Committe be en-
tered in a book for that purpose—and that medals be annually
offered for prize essays, the competition aot being limited
to the Members of the Society, but open to the public
generally, Ths Committee also suggested several subjects
for diseussion,  Specific motions founded on the sugges-
tion of the Commiitee were then iniroduced and are to be

il the present moment, 1 couid not with the opinion I he!d |discussed at the. next meeting.

The Corresponding Secreiary read letters from Paul 5"
H. Lee, Esq., of Charleston, and Capt. Bonnycastle, R

E. Kingston, on their election as Corresponding Members,
and from Jasper Curtis, Esq., St. Albans, and Dr. Wik

liam Belin Hochelaga, both accompanied by donations.

The Report of the Council announced that the Bill

upon the subject of concession among the Memt ers of His granting an aid to the Sécie:y bad received the assent of
His Majesty’s Representative on the 1 4th instaut and be-

came a law, and that the Council would immediately take

vto. hgve visiled Ircland, and I should be tbe most ungratefulf of goody by an iawerference ia 8 poiat which must altimatee |proper sieps to obisin passession of tbe L2060 veied The
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