
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
PO Whe onder of he day on the 191h of February, being 

Associations, the Duxs of Witiineron 

/ Ie new becomes my duty to move the second reading of 

in deing to, it is my intention tw refer as linle as possible 
© the question so much discussed for the iast two hours, 
sod I must say so very irregularly —{ Hear, bear.] Io 

adverting to the Catholic Associatiun, it is not my purpose 
to exaggerate iis power » OF to exaggerate its evils ; its de- 
scription is, in my opinion, accurately stated in the speech 
delivered by His Mujesty’s Commissioners od the first day 
of the session. I am warranted in stating, that in ihe original 
constitution and form of this society thers was nothing ille- 
gal; i illegality arises from its acts, and the language of 
its members. Its acts consist principally of ihe levy of a 
revenue upon His Majesty’s subjects, called a rear, procur. 
ed, 1 am afraid, in some instances, by extreme violence, and 
eccasioning many heart-burnings and jealousies among the 

~ people. Other acs of the same character are, appointing 
persons to collect that revenue or reat — pcwinating others 
to be treasurers of the sums thus procured—=organizing the 
people, certainly for no good purpose—selecting individu. 
els to superiniend such organization, and astuming, in many 
cases, the government of the country—and, wha: is more, 
effecting 10 asame that government. They have, besides, 
expended the rent in a manner inconsistent with law and 
order, and with the Constitution of the Empire, — Part of 
the money was appropriated to election purposes : and here 
I beg te draw the attention of some of my noble friends, and 
particularly of my noble friend heretofore on the Woolsack, 
to the fact established by the proceedings of this body, of the 
‘existence in Parliawent, of a Roman Catholic influence. 
and even of the infl-ence of the Association. [ Hear, bear.], would be inconsis ent with the dignity of the Crown, and I do not mean to discuss the subject further at present, but 1 

. beg Noble Lords not 10 forget that fact when they come to 
the comisderation of the measures I shall propose hereafier, 
and when they are required to arrive at a decisiup on those 

uring voters at elections, other sums were expended in cs. | 
de.vours to control the administration of justice in Irelind. 
3 admit the right, and pot only the right, but the duty, of 

~ Every man to watch narrowly and wigilanily the administra 
tion of liw and justice ; but that right and tbat dety can. 
mot be conveniently oradequately performed by a self elec- 
ted, self-created association, having large sums for the pur-| ships, as far as liesin my power, the nature of the measure || pose of exciting litigation—for the purpose of defending 
some, of prosecuting others — foc the purpose of introducing 
8geois among caromors’ juries, and influencing and corrupt- 
dng the first _— criminal proceedings when in 
formation 1s laid before the Ministers. It is quite obvious 
that'proceedings of this description must iend to the tainting 
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: | many good men in this country, who have viewed, not én. 
measures, Besides the money spent forthe purpose of pro-|ly with distrust, but with dismay, the violence of the pro- 

the repeal of the disabilities of which they complain is foun. 
ded upon right, Now, I recollect the many discussions up. 
on the question, both in this and in the other Houseof Par. | ill ino 

of the Bill’ for the Suppression of {liament, and I believe not one instance can be pointed out| fact could not be done under a Cabinet divided om rhe 5b. upp by the Roman Catholics| ject of rhe Catholic Claims, and concluded by 4 description 

of abstract right. It has of the objects of the bill (which is already before (he public, 
lin which what has been required 
bad been rested on the ground 

pediency, and mever as a right : and as a question of poli. 
tical expediency I submit to your Lordships that the Ro 
man Catholics are not justified in having established this’ As. 
sociation—in being parties 10 the proceedings of the Asso- 
ciation, and. in submitting to the payment of rent, in order 
to create a revenue to be employed by the Association. 

3 

ships will be fully justified in carrying into effect shat part 
of His Majesty’s Speech which recommends the suppres. 
sion of the Associatien, before you proceed to the consider- 
azion of the ulterior measures also referred to in the Ad- 
dress from the Throne, 

While 1 am upon this subject, [ must make an observa. 
rion upon wiat just now fell from my Noble and Learned 

| 
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be made upon this subject. 
came to the cons'deration of the who'e question, it appeared 

view to the repeal of the disabilities (on which my opinion 
was formed on the state of the case uself,) without, 1a ihe 
first instance, and as the first step, putiing an end to the 
existence of this Association. [have pct only made no 
bargain, but I have not even held a conversation With any 
man in which it was conterrplaied to purchase concession of 
the claims by suppression of the Association. [ Hear, hear. ] 
I propose the bill before you as a measure necessarily preli 
minary even (0 entering upon the discussion of the claims. 
in fact, in my opivion, any ether mode of proceeding 

with the honor and character of Parliament. Moreover | 
conceive this mode of proceeding absolutely necessary in 
order to reconcile the subsequent measure I shall propose to 

ceedings of the’ Catholic A«ociation, 
Lordships to reflect, that we have the eves of all Europe up. 
on us,ard that we must do nothing that ean give any man the 
slightest giound to believe that we are making any sacrifice, 
excepting cn the ground of policy and expediency. [Hear, 
hear, hear.] Before I proposed to detail 10 your Lord. | 

propese for your adop'ion, for the suppression cf the Carte. 
lic Association, I will call yeur attention for a few mo- 
ments to what bas been bitherio dope, in order to effect the | 
same object both with respect to this and other Associations. 
I believe, as far back as the year 1787, it was usual for 
what was cailed a Catholic Commitiee 10 be ia existence in of the very founiain of justice. [ Hear, hear.] The pro. 

ceedings of such a body, so constituted and $0 organized, 
might have ihe effect of giving party spirit in every judicial{ torical document recently discovered, that the names of the 
discussion — of introducing faction among juries, and shaking] members of this Commitice were not known. It seldom the public confidence in that tribunal which is the founda. 
tion of private rights and the safeguard of personal liberty, 

I wil not now detain your Lordships by explaining to 
you the effects which the existence and operations of this | | grown to a size of much more importance since that dae, 
Association had upon Ireland ; in my opinion these facts 
‘belong more properly to a future discussion, when I shall be 
vequired to deteil the measures the Government will have to 
propose, after the Bill now on your table shall have passed. 
This, however, 1 must say, that from all I have seen and 
ted of Ireland, for the last two years, I do not believe 
there is on the face of the globe a country claiming the cha- 
racter of civilization 1n sv perilous a condition—{ Hear, 
hear.] In the discussions that have djready taken place on the 
subject of this Association, several of your Lordships have 
cxpressed (he opinion thay the Bill I am about to propose is 
"Ot necessary, bcause the ulierior measure announced in the 
“Pecch from the Throne is calculated, of itself, to put an end | was also then on the Woolsack. Ii proved totally ineffici. to the Catholic Association. That opinion must be found. 
ed upon this notion — that the Association speaks the lan * §99g¢ and enternaing the sentiments of the greatest body of the Roman Casholicy of Ireland. Now, my Lords, I am 
afraid, from the numbers that have attended the Association 
from the nature of the speeches there delivered, and to which no objection yj, made, from the patient submission 

Ireland, but the practice seems to have fallen so ‘much into 
disuse, that, in 1991, there is reason to believe, from a his. 

consisted of mote than six members, and, as 1 have said, in 
1791 their names were not known either ta. the Govern. 
ment or to otier persens. This Committee has certainly 

and various attempts, at different periods, were made, both 
by prosecutions at ccmmon law, and by incidental Acts of 
Parliament, to prevent the meeting of what ‘is now called | 
the Association. In 1794, as well as in 1824, it was not 
the opinion of the best authorities that the Association was 
illegal, either in its form or its constitution. The Govern. 
ment, however, was fully sensible of the inconvenience of | 
its existence, and in 1825 a law was passed by Parliament 
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which 1 bave alluded is well founded That any Noble 

{ground only, vi., that the claim of he Roman Ca 

been invariably argued as a question solely of political ex-{hop 

Under these circumstances, therefore, I think your Loid-{ 

Friend (Lord Eldon) upon the supposed bargain that 1s te) 

I can assure him, that when | 

to me absolutely impossible either for ihe Government or- 
tor tbe Parliament 10 take it under its observation, with af 

I also entreat your | 

oy of the provisions of the Statute, 
Under these circumstances, 3s it 2ppears 10 me, it would be 

ible to carry ths liv into execution in 25 0b lis. 
19 | stance, notwithstanding the persons intended (o te disperted repeatedly and openly declared their determination (q evade 

ite. His Grace exénerated the Government of Ireland f,, visions af das bill into effect, which iy vot carrying the pr 
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ing that if it were at present defective, it would rece 
the benefit of his Noble Friznd’s assistance, in gede, 
der it as efficacious as possib'e. 

a ati 

LONDON, Mascy o2. 
DUEL ssrwzex tux DUKE oy WELLINES 
TON ano tus EARL or WINCHILSEA. 

In consequence of a letter written by Lord Winchit: 
sea to Mr, Coleridge, Secretary to the Commie for ¢g:5h. 
lishing the King’s College, in which his Lordskip reflected 
sircsgly on be conduct of ihe Duke of Wellingion, ihe Jy.. 
ter wroie to Lord Winchilsea, requiring him to make * rq. 
paration’ for * having thus insulted 2 man who had neve, 
injured or (fended him,” This being declined by his 
Loidhsip, the: Duke, after various letiers between (he patties, 
finally called upon Lord Winchilsea “0 give him thay 
satisfactien for his conduct which a Gentleman has 3 right 
to require, and which a Gentlenian ever refuses to give,” 
It was Bally arranged that a meeting sheold ke place, 
The parties accordingly met at Bartersea fields on Satur. 

day morning at 8 o'clock. The Duke was auended by Sir 
Heniy Hardinge as bis secord. They procesdsd on horse 
back 10 the appointed piace. 

The Earl of Winchilsea, attended by the Far of Fl- 
mouth, arrived in a carriage and four in a few mines af- 
werwa:ds. ) | 

Afier the pecessary preliminarics bad been seriled, 
the parties tock their ground, at twelve paces. The uke 
of Wellingtcn fired firyr, but without effect. The Bul 
of Winchilsea then discharged his pisiel in the air. 
We bear that the Duke of Wellington immediately af. 

ter the duel proceeded to Windsor. 
We have given the substance of Lord Winchilsea's Jat- 

ter. 0, Mr, Coleridge in another page. The correspond 
ence between the parties consisted of sixteen uctes, The 
following contains the substance of them : — 

. 

PROM THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON TO THE EARL 

OF WINCHILSEBA. 
“ London, March 19, 1829. 

“My Lors,—I have hai the honer of receiving your 

Lordship’s letter of the 18th instant. | 
** Your Lordship is certainly the best judge of ibe mods 

to be adop:ed of wilidrawing your name from tbe lt of 
subscribeis to the King's College. In doing so, however, 
it does not appear necessary (o impute to me, IN KD UNmE- 
sured terms, disgraceful acd criminal motives for my cos 
duct in ihe part which I took in the establishment of the 

College. No man has a right, whether im public orinprt- 
vate, by speech or in writing, or in print, to insult anoibes 
by attributing to bim motives for his conduct, public or pio 

vate, which disgrace or criminate him. 
“ If 2 Gentleman commits such an act induscreetly, 1 the 

beat of debate, or ima moment of party violence, bes al 

ways ready to make reparation to him whom he may thw 
have injured. | | 
“I am convinced that your Lordship, will, upon reflec: 

tion, be anxious to relieve yourself from the pain of having 

thus insulted a man who never injured or offended yoo. 
| I have, &e¢. 

(Signed) ” WELLINGTON.” 
“ The Earl of Winchilsea and Nottingham," 

MEMORANDUM OF BARL WINCHILIEA 

«“ March 19. 
for its suppression. This Act, I believe, was drawn up by |“ Wher I may determine to give an explasation of 
some of the ablest men and most eminent lawyers that had 
appeared for a great number of years, two of whom have now 
seats in this House: my Noble Friend on the cross-bench 

ent for any purpore for which it was designed ; and, look. 
ing at the law as an unlearned individual, it seoms to me ex. 
traordimary how it ever could have been expected to be ef. 

expressed, | 

my letter published in the Standard of Monday fast, will 

depend upon the correctness of my belicf that I bad grounds 
for the opinions complained of by the noble Duke as therein 

“I am ready to allow that I gras mistaken in my view of 
{the Noble Duke's conduct, as expressed in my public letter 
te Mr, Coleridge, on the 14th instant, and to state my re- fectual, It permitted fourteen meetings of the Association ; 

and besides these fourteen meetings, there were vix subjects 
which they might discuss j—1. religious wenhip } 1. edu. 
cation; g. science; 4. manufactures; 5, commerce; 6, 

A
 

who bave contribuied the rear, that the notion to agriculture, Upon these topics s meeting might ateny time 

gret at baving so expressed it, provided the Noble Duke 
will state on his part, that at the time be came forward o 

preside at the meeting for the establishment of the King's 
College, London, he did not contemplate’ the measores 
which are now in progress for Reman Catholic Edancipe: 


