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one part of the country to the other, and peti-
‘tions are daily coming up to Parliament, n{é

been excited, and places which have nevef been
roused om any other occasion, are roused upon

What the parﬁcnia} plan of the Government
may be we do not pretend

‘more ‘than'po'uible that it will be progressive, |

and will not, in the beginhing, strike at the
ltt‘ is generally beheved that all towns con-
taining more than ten thousand inhabitaats, and
which do not send members to Parliament, will
‘be empowered to choose representatives in fu-
ture. There are about thirty of these towns
in England and Scotland, Irlng&;}ally in the ma-
nufacturing districts ; and as it is not iatended
to increase the number of members in the
House of Commons, it is understood that part
of the plan will be,—either totally, or partially,
to disfranchise some ol the more corrupt and
.rotten boroughs. : ‘ .
There are about sixty horoughs, returning one
hdndred and twenty members to Parliament,
containing in the aggregate sixty, a population
less than either Birmingham or Manchester
contains at the present day. Sappose haif
these boroughs to be disfranchised, or one mem-
ber taken from each, this would give sixty
members to be appropriated to the thirty great
manufacturing and commercial towns which
have hitherto beeu unrepresented.

‘But we will lay aside this question for a mo-
ment. The principle of Reform seems almost
universally admitted, except by those who
make a direct profit out of the abused state of

our representation. ' .
The first cousideration now is, in opening

means we can shat out ¢orruption and undue
influence. The main remady suggested is the
election by ballot, which we propose now to
bring under discussion. E

Tt appears very forcibly to us, that the intro-
diction of the hallot, will have very little of
'the effect which is ant_icighte.d. |

The main object of adopting the ballot,. as
urged by its advocates, is, to be the prevention
of bribery,—an effect which it is expected lo
produce, by enabling the person who has re-
ceived a bribe~still to vote according to his in-
clination, inasmuch as his vote would be ne-
cessarily concealed under the secrecy of the
ballot.  But it appears to us that pothing is
more easy than for a dexterous candidate to
take an adequate security against being the vic-

tim of such atrick. The example of other,

countries, where the ballot has beer introduc-
ed, sufficiently shows that it is no guard against
personal corruption. ,
Suppose, for example, the candidate should
say to the voter —hére are five guineas for
ou in money down to give me your vote, and
will give you fen guineas more if I am return-
ed. Itis perfectly plain that under this con-
trivance every voter would have an interest to
secure the return of the man who bribed him.
And it is plain that under this interest, whe-
ther voting by ballet or opénly, he would give
his vote for such candidate. This is so self-
evident, that we do not see how it admits of
any answer. The system of ballot would, in
this respect, only alter the shape of the evil.
Instead of a direct and present price, it would
lead only to a promise and contingent remuner-
ation. As regards bribery, therefore, we do
not see that the substitution of the ballot, in-
stead of the presant mode 0f voting, would have
any useful effect. ‘ .
I;l one respect, indeed, the system of voting.
hy ballot will operate very' powerfully. It will
counteract the influence of the nobility and gen-
try, of peers, of landlords, and other persons of
great local and general influence. I% will cer-
tainly have the effect of emancipating the de-
pendents of such persons, and of enabling them
to vote according to their own free juldgment
and inclination. But it still must remain a
question, and a very serious question, whether,
in the generality of cases, such {ree judgment
and popular inclination are best calculated to|
return a saitable body of representatives to le-
gislate for a country like Great Britain. The
f,lain question appears to us {0 be, whether a
arliament should be returned by people of pro-
perty, character, and respectability, and by
people of a station and condition in life, which
ives them an interestin the permanency of
ws and in the maintenance of institutions ; or
whether such a Parliament should be returned
by persons,—the majority of whom posséss no
property, no respectability, and little known
<haracter, and who belong to a station and
condition of life, udder which, having nothing
to lose by a change, but almost every thing to
expect in the lottery of civil confusion,—it be-
comes almost their interest to return unquiet
and turbulent spirits,—adventurers who would
throw the state into danger, in order to derive
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| to know 3 but it is |

' ide, as if brought under the in-
3:d i .:n; ‘&i‘v‘i'ce (’»f landlords, of magistrates,
of clergymen, of resident gentlemen, ol respec-

table \radesmen, farmers, educated neighbours
and of persons whose leisure, habits, and inter-

as aclass, are not indeed to be undervalued,
we' i;o not so to confound all distinctions
to raise them into the high places of the earth.
" It is impossible that'any Kuropean govern-
ment, where pr y is established under the
guard of settled laws and institutions, can sup-
port itself under a system of universal suffrage,
or under any thing that approachesto it, and
voting by ballot is the very next stage to uni+
versal suffrage. Its effect will be to array the
innumerable populace against the small compa-
rative few who are possessed of property, and,
in monarchical governm ents, of rank, stations,
and honors. ‘It is tantamount to holding out

to one body its splendid spoil, and bidding the

stand upon its defence. 1f car-
ried iato ation under any 'monar.chlcal go-
vernment, It must lead to a revolution.’ The
collision between numbers and property cannot
but occur, and property, all rights, and all civil
institutions, must be hazarded by the shock,

It is the nature of all power that, wherever
it resides, it constantly aims at, and must at
last succeed in grasping,—not merely those
posts, emoluments, and distinctions, which huld
men out congpicuously as objects of envy, but
also the public property ol the State, ‘and the
rrivate possessions of individuals enjoyed in
arge masses and accumulations. Civi wmstitu-
tions, laws, and justiceitsell, are but fechie bar-
riers against emancipated numbers, invested
with political power—Such numbers must ne-
cessarily press forward with such a momentum
and impetus as to-leave all the institutions of
the country, in a moment of danger, without
any defence. Conler a right of suffrage on an
indiscriminate muititude, and by necessary con-
sejuences you give them political power.  But
unless political power be kept in due balance
and equipcise by thé possession ot property,
and the pledges which such possessions hods
forth to preserve the public peace and te res-
pect the rights of others, in the members com-
"posing the majority which exercises it, the ine-
vitable result must be universal spoliation.
Property is just as necessary to power as bal-
last to a ship at sea ; and if we make it a mat-
ter of inditfzrence in legislation, we at once dis-
turb the two cardinal hinges of society,—the
incentive of acquiring, and the security of pos-
sessing.

Of the fatal consequences ot universa! suff-
rage and the vote by ballet, an eloquent histo-
rion (Gibbon) thus speakes in his Koman His-
tory :—* The tribunes, says he, ¢ established
a more specious snd popular maxim—that eve-
ry citizen has an equal right to enact the laws
which he is bound to obey. Instead of the cen-
turies, they convened the tribes ; and the pa-
tricians, after an impotent struggle, submitted
to the decrees of an assembly in which their
voles were confounded witk'those of the mean-
est plebians. Yet as long as the tribes succes-
sively passed over narrow bridges, and gave.
their voices aloud, the conduct of each citizen
was exposed to the eves and ears of his friends
and countrymen. The insolvent debtor con-
sulted the wisheés of his creditor ; the client
would have blush’d to oppose the views of his pa-
trop : the general was followed by his veterans ;
and the aspect of the grave magistrate was a
living lesson to the multitude. A new method
of secret ballot abolished the influence of fear
and shame, of'honor and interest, and the abuse
of freedom accelerate the progress of anarchy
and cespotism. I'he Romans had aspired to
be equal ; they were levetled by the equality of
servitude.”

Such, we are convinced, would be the fate of
the English constitution, if universal sufirage
and ballot were once'introduced intoit. Much
as we love Reform, and think it almost the one
thing needful in the: present state of our repre-
sentation, our maxim would be, ¢ Let the fran-
chise always flow out of property, and let the
votes be given in that open, manly, and caniid
manner, which is most consistent with the Kng-
lish character.”

other b

TRIAL OF CARLILE.
Old Bailey, Monday, January 10.

Richard Carlile was indicted for having writ-
tenand published two seditious libels—one ten-
ding to bring the Crown into disrepute, and
the other, which was addressed to the insur-
gent agricultural labourers, tending to produce
msurrection among the labouring and agricul-
tural population. Mr. Adolphus and Mr.
Wightman appeared for the Crown. The pri~
songr, who had no counsel, defended himself,
Mr, Adolphus, on the part of the prosecution,
read some extracts from the libels, and put it
to the jury to say, from the extracts, whether
they had during their lives ever listenad to a)

with addressing inflamatory language to the

labouring classes, telling them that the more
tame they weye the more 5beybwonlg(?‘eyog;
pressed, that 1L wasonty by $ &
rt.heir ph‘;:gal‘:t‘ well aﬂ#gr ;mofﬂdmength
that their ¢riél (yrants would offer them terms
of “pacificatior, and ealling upon them to per-
severe in their jost demands, and that any at-
{ tempt to stifle thase demands ought to be resis-
ted e,nt:ju .. 'The Recorder immediate-
ly ordered the prisoner into custody. The de-
f{ndant took leave of his friends, and was con-
ducted into the body of the gaol. The Rev.
Robert Taylor, alias the Devil’'s Chaplain,
Gale Jones, and others of a similar stamp, re-
mained with him duriog the whole of the trial,
and the galleries of the court contained many
of his unwashed disciples. On Tuesday, Mr.
Carlile was brought up to receive the judgment
of the court. 'I'Ke Clerk of the A.rralgns——l.ll-
chard Carlile, you have been convicted of a mis-
demeanor ; what have you to say why the
court should not give you judgment according
to law ? 'The defeadant said, that be was in-
formed the verdict had not been properly pre-
sented to the court, therefore the court could
not proceed. The Recarder said, the oniy ques-
| tions upon which the defendant could address
the court ywere, whether, theindictment was
properly conceived on the face of it, and, il'it
were properly ‘set forth, whether the charge
upon the- face of the indictment was an,offence
known to the law ? The defendant said he
would ‘apply to another court in error, and
would now preceed in mitigation of punish-
ment. He said that the publication did not.go
into the agricalturing districts, but the manu-
facturing. :

Not more than 400 copies were sold altoge-
ther of the publication in question. With res-

given after the Jury had been twice called into
Court. He bhelieved that the Jury had givep
their verdict in despair at being locked up all
night without fire and food ; and he complain-
ed of the barbarism of the law which had star-
ved Juriesinto unity. T'his wasone of the
ancient institutions of the country, he knew.
After the defendant, who Rad been frequently
stopped by the Court when pressing matter
which “was’not proper,” had ¢on¢fuded his ad-
dress, Mr. Wightman, the’ Counsel for the
Crown who was present, declined urging any
thing in aggravation of punishment.
corder thep proeeeded to pass sentence to the
following eftect—Richard Carlile, you have, by
a Jury of your country, beer found guilty of a
most wicked, & most seditious, a most mischie-
vous, and‘a dangerous libel; having a direct ten-
deney 30 crefitt aninsurrection, and ultimately
a rebeflioin’'the cotmtry. ' You have said, in_
mitigation of 'punishment, that never, at any
time, did the number sold amount to 1000.
To the public you have done much mischief
—for can agy man doubt the tendency of
the publication 7 It is the duty of the "Court,
therefore, to visit this highfcrime and misde-
meanor—the most dangerous, one can well con-
ceive—with a proper degree of punishment.
It has been said by vou that there was no ex-
ample of an indictment into a court of Justice—
no not for more than a hundred years. The
answer to that observation is, that so horrid a
publication, calling upon bad minds to engage
in such transactions, has never yet been the
subject-of inquirv before a Court of Justice. It
is for the present age to witness such a want
of religion, a wantof honour, a want of duty, a
disregatd to: the law, which is evinced in the
publication inp question. “1'he sentence of the
Court upon you is, that you pay to the King
a fine of £200 ; that you be imprisoned in the
Compter of this city for the term of two years,
and, at the expiration of that time, you enter
into seehritywfor your good behaviour for ten.
years, yowself in the sum of £500 and two su-
reties in the sum of £250 each ; and that you
be further imprisoned till that sum be paid, and
those securities are found.  The defendant, at
the close of the sentence, folded up his papets,
and after smking hands with Mr, Taylor, and
some of his' friends, was conveyed out of Court
in custody of the goaler.
e 1 S
SCOTLAND.

Tue DysponseLr Cavse.—The important
cause, which has created unusual interest and
excitation in Scotland, was tried last week in
the Jury Court, Edinburgh, and occupied five
days. ~"The question was, whether certain
deeds of seitlement, purported to be executed
by Kenneth Mackenzie, Fsq. late o' Dundon-
nell, by which. he disinherited his brother and
his own family, and left his estate to a stranger,
were legal. ‘The proceedings were instituted
by Mr. Mackenzie next of kin,-and resisted by a
woman who claimed to be his wite, It appear-
ed, from the plaintiff's witnesses, that Kenneth
Mackenzie, from his birth, was of very weak

‘I'he Re-

some contingent profit from fluctuation and
commotion. ;-
Let us be allowed to put this plain question :
Suppose even the Minister of a parish were
to be chosen by the votcs o?a
of a parish, and suppose such parish to contain

many large and reputable householders, having

Il the inhabitants

more wicked, malicious, or dangerous publica-
tion. 'T'his man had told the distressed and
suffering labourers, that if the government did
not immediatély redress their grievances, and
alleviate their condition,” they would be jastifi-
ed in resisting all laws, even unto the death,
and, il it were necessary, to take life for kife ;

ten, twelve, fourteen or twenty servants, chil- never, he would contend, did sueh sentiments

dren, or dependents, all of which members had

issue from the press, and the crime was fear-

each their vote. Now let us ask, W here would fally aggravated by the peculiar circumstances

be the obj
vants

children of each household should be

uon in common sense, that the ser-{ ¢ & country at the moment at which it was
published. The evident meaning and intent of

influencedand directed in their vote by the mas- these libels was to beard and bear down the

ter of the family ?

Would it not be much|g,vernment of the country by the numbers

more probable that they would make a better who were seduced and goaded to acts of vio-

chpice under this direction, than if left to their lence bv this man.

Hisadvice to them to resist

i c Bnat: ? 7 : " .
owa judgments and inclinations ?  T'o this test | 5, authority was in fact synonymous to his re-

let us bring the principle of the ballot so loud- commending open rebellion.

T'he libels were

ly contended for, and let us see what would-be | raadin evidence, and the defendant then pro-

the effect of the ballot in such a case as this.

ceeded to address the court, contending that

Would it not be togive the coachman, the| . character of the writing charged as libell-

nat me ; ) | et
masters, but a power and weight which, from

footmag{j_ postilion, and the stable helpérs,

the preponderance-of numbers, would actually

u ¢ the ghyect of their choice. That is to
~.vy the pansh would have a Minister not cho-
scu by (ﬁt heads of families—not‘chosen by
noss who have the knowledge and education

whieh qualifies them to judge of the talents of

ot e, wbuta Minister returned by all the ser-
/20ts and low people, theignorant and unen-
hzgtenedy she indiseriminate multitude of a
tow -

Tﬁ%&ct of the baliot system is nothing
moke nor 1éss, éven where it comes into full ope-
ratfon than 1o Jeave the great majority of the
peaple to their own unbiassed judgment ; ithat
s 10 say, ip plala words, and their ows undirec-
ed understandings, and capricious will,

The great majority of mankind ia every pati-

¢ ‘he popwiaee ; that large b ody of men,
om: the neeegsity of their nature, never

nd never can be edneated, and who, fmmJ

ous.was not calculated to produce au: pernici-

-~

e same power and weight as thelr} o oqote le denied that he had ever coun-

tenanced the destraction of pro erty by fire, or
the breaking of machinery ; ﬁut althongh he
| would not wish to seeqgmachinery destroyed, he
would not have the warking population starve.
He then went on to defend hisown libels by
pendeavouring| to prove that uiher pubjications

wereequally aslibellous. The defendant con-
cluded his address, which occupied five hours
and a halfin the delivery, and which was de-
livered in a dull, monotonous tone, by calling
upon the jury not to attend to the comments of
the judge who woald sum up the case, nor to
the counsel ' who would be heard in reply, but
judge themselves both of the law and faci, and
return a verdict of acquittal, to whicu he felt
himself entitied. Mr. Adolphus rose to reply
to the observations of the defindant. The de-
 fendent had endeavoured to show that no case
bad been made out agsiist him, because the
nsebordination of th- peasantry had existed
prior 1o the date of the alloged libels, In an- |

S

intellect. = He was incapable, from natural
weakness, of learning ‘even the rudiments of
education. 'He was addicted to the strongest
eccentricities of conduct  He would wander
alone ; he would associate with fools and idiots,
and he early- displayed the attachment -which
‘never forspok him, and in which he indulged
to a most incopceivable extent, for cocks, hens,
and all kinds of poultry. In early life, his father,
finding him unabie to devote his mind to com-
mercial pursuits, obtained him a commission
in the Ross-shire militia. Cream was his fa-
vourite beverage ; and his chief amusement,
and, in fact, his companions were his cocks and
hens. He also took great delight in ghost sto-
ries and tales of witcheraft. On parade he had.
his sergeant to prick him left or: right, to ena-
ble him'to gothrough his evolutions. He was
afraid t& g» Wome alone in the dark, and when
he dined out with some fiiends, a chairman was
got to tarry him home. Tn the beginning of
1813, he beeume a Captain in the Inverness mi-
litia. * He had'the honor of being present at a
revies t }. fe_the’allied sovereigns, but from
pure nabilily to make his‘appédarance with the
rest of th¢ ‘fegiment, he was put behind a
hedge until the cgremony was over, ‘In 1815,
he took a residence, called Seabank, and his
cocks and h% to-the number of about 200¢,
were there - .gO. He bada hospitabfor sick
hens. "He deseribed them by their peculiar
names and desigrations, and he allowed them

dy. On one occasion ha ivag $sen on the top
ol a ladder at the hen-house, ‘calling the hens
by their names. On another occasion he ap-
peared greatly concerned for his fow!s, and
said, ¢ what shall I do, for the Lalf of my poul-
try 1s sick in the<hnspitat > One day when a
failor went to measure him for a svit of clothes,
he found him | ing in the mud, with the hens
feeding off “his “person. ‘Thw tailor - wished
Kenneth to change his clothes, as they were

t was for heighten- | authority, . : ‘
ol that they could prevent issue by marrag®, 3?” Union your trade was fettered—our agric,:

w&,j agreed to a verdict, aequil- A thoe.

pect to the verdict, it was a reluctant one, an«H

|
}

liged to measure him .the best way,
::;:?dc.’b ﬁ: said he had it from -.undogbteq
that the witches played sad tricks

hat, to counteract it, he had been told he

ur water on it, and then drink if.

He believed that there was great power !

harms : cheese made of cat’s milk, he co.ncqiv-
zd, WOufd resist the power of bullets ; drinking

water off a shilling in the bottom ol a cog, 0"', The Tmpe

up, he thought would destroy a spell. Oneo
:ﬁsp‘reate-t u;‘ulmnvemwhilé in theArmy, was
one day, whén the drummer was taken to “l:e

uard-house for being upué, he carried- the
grix’iﬁr’néi’s shoes.” At Fort George he became
acquainted with the family of . the Roys, and
martied one of the daughters.. I'he settle-
mens$ which he made at the time was of a most
extraordinary character ; £900 a vear was the
outside of his estate, £500 of which ne settled
upon Miss Roys, and he bound himself not to
dispose of any part of his property without
Miss Roy’s consent. Ultimately the whole of
his estate was to go into the on of his
intended spouse. Idiot as Kenneth was, he was
jealous of a man named Campbell, his servant,
but his wife refused (o dismiss him from the
house. Shortly before his death,he executed the
deeds in question, which, it was stagcd, it was
impossible he could understand, translerring
the property to his wife, except an annuity of
£20, which he settled upon Cam belll whn was
the object of his hatred. The Jury,®aiter two
hours and a half of deliberation retu rned a ver-
dict for the pursuer, thus aeclaring that the
deeds were the deeds of a man not in the capa-
city to transact business,

IRELAND ~

TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

Merrion-square, Jan. 14.

“ Fellow countrymen,—one word more on
the fourth proclamation—one word more of
caution. The object of these proclamations 1s
to gag the Irish people. ~'We are not deemed
worthy of liberty of speech, and you will find,
[ am told, sage political hypocrites, and still
more base and time-serving Catholics, to ap-
plaud the Algerine measures which would si-
lence the voice of Ireland. It is said that one
of the principal managers of the Provincial
Bank in this country has, in conjunction with a
slavish Catholic of the Bank of Ireland, stipu-
lated to support the despotic proclamations, and
to applaud to the very echc the despotic acts
of unlimited power. Perhaps I am unnecessa-
rily alarmed, but I can scarce believe that the
underlings of Government would put these mo-
ney-dealers into motion, unless there was a
determination to assail the last refuge of free-
dom in Ireland—the liberty of the Press. It
must be some very important measure of this
description that would bring forth the power-
ful engines of our two paper Banks. The sol-
diery and the police may answer to crush other

olitical nyisances, but when the liberty of the
%ress is assailed it is necessary to bring forth
the great moneyed interests ; the men whose
opinion would be likely to influence Special Ju-
ries. There is an appearance of this descrip-
tion in the Chamber of Commerce ; and any
man who possesses sagacity may safely con-
Jecture the motives of the movement. There
is also a phrase inthe last préclamation—I mean
the fourth, because 1 do not know whe-
ther or not it be the last—which seems to
counfenance the suspicion that when despotic
power may have silenced the human voice it

will proceed to silence the Press ; that is to

attempt to silence the Press. Mark fhe well,
my countrymen ; I some time since advised
eyery body to exchange his notes for gold. 1
am convinced that it is essentially necessary
for the permanent good of Ireland that the pre-

corrected, and that England should not have
the advantage over Ireland of a gold circula-
tion, whilst Ireland kad only paper.  "I‘here is
turbulence and disaftection in England to an
extent that may preduce an-insurrectionary
movement in that country. In that case bank
paper . would become worthless; Eneland

|'would have the udvantage of possessing gold,
 whilst the hands of the Irish wo

be left
(} uite empty. I have, however, heretofore
done my dutv: I have last year suggested to
the people of Ireland to call for gold ; 1t 18 quite
true that I did not follow up that suggestion by
repeating my advice. 'The truth is [ have
been deterred by a fear of lessening the resour-
ces of private individuals in trade, and I cannot,
without an overpowering motive, consént to
risk any private ot individual inconvenience,
even for the greatest public advantage. Let
the people of Ireland, therefore, pause for the
present.  Let them watch the motives of the
vile underiings of despotic authority. Let them
wait patiently, until they see whether the Press
13 to beassailad.  Untilthen Tam neutral. But
if the Press be assailed—if the prosecution ex-
tends to the last hope of freedom, the Press—
that instant I will use all the energies of my
mind, and whatever influence I possess, to les-
sen the power of the paper-makeys, and produce
a general gold currency. Ido hope that, if my
fears are realised and that the Pressshall be as-
sailed, there will not be in one week alter a sin-
gie bank note in circulation. 1 cannot con-
clude even .thil letter without cautioning the
people against secret societies—against illegal
oaths, and against every species of violence,

Lo come upon hiz person and' fred from his bo-|JHouse,

tumult, or outrages.
cannot long be delayed by their enemics—but
it may be fatally retarded by the misconduct of
the people themselves. Iam truly, fellow coun-
trymen, your devoted servant.” |
- ‘DANIEL O’CONNELF}J.’

(From the Dublin Morning Post of Saturday.)
Military Guards on the Paper mills,—
The Government has issued orders for a

military guard to be supplied from the Royal

Hospital for the protection efeach of the pa-
per-mills in the vicinity of Dublin in which the
new machinery has been introduced.

gqﬁrds are to be permanently stationed at each
mul, T

lhe

(From the Limerick Evening Post.)-
The following letter has bheen received by

Mr. Terence Kennedy, of John Street, from
our City Reprggentative, acknowledging the
receipt of apetition from the Cord-wainers of
Limerick, in favour ofa repeal of the Union :—

; Léxvon, Jan. 10, 1831.
Sir,—I have this moment ’reqeived ;'our

I'he former I shal! take an early npportunity of
resenting, - explaining your . opinions to  the
It is with regret that I differ at an

It I could

But I conscientiously believe that

=

sent anomalous state of the currency should be

The repeal of the Union | B

: ; et . Nl ,
time from my consmuema, ora portion ofthemy. Remction ol thelr,dwcount.s.

I value those constituents hi hly—and it i
cause I respect theirin.!epeide‘;lce, and “thl:»?;-
exercise of the right of (ree judgement, that |
claim an equal freedom for myself. :
believe that the repeal of the Union would ad-
vance the interests of Ireland, no one should
exceed me in zeal as an advocate for such a
measure.
such a repeal would ruinalf the pro ec

covered with hen durg, but hé would not, and | country. 1 do not belieye it wclxuldspbritnsgafhgg b

genius and virtue of

o —_ et ——— .,

absentees—1 do not believe®it would adq ¢, our
capital. If I am asked to compare the Proceeq.
ings of Parliament beforeand alter the Up,,
I can do so easily and conclusively. Before y,)

ture was depressed—and we were excluded from
the British market, Since the Union, g fre,

h | dom of intercourse has o¥ned to our indygt

the whole of Kngland. The Irish Parjiame,,
by the vote of egistment, threw the burdep, of
tithes almost exclusively, on the poor man
rial Parliament, by the Compositi,,
Act, has removed many of the abuses anq ine.
qualities of the system, The Irish Parliamey,
passed the detestable penal code. The [},
rial Parliament has established perfect.liberry
conscience.,—I am, Sir, your very obedient hum.

ble servant. -
¢ T Serine Ricg)

The putting Mr. O’Connell under pro,.
cution for sedition, has produced considerab|e
impression, and will, probably, either haste,
on a crisis or prevent it. Whether Gover,
ment sufficient means of convicting
him, or his legal cunning may have left py
some tortuous path for eluding the laws, are,
we .apprehend, matters of much less congs.
quence than the determination which Ministery
have shown to proceed with vigour against g))
incipient attempts at rebellion. Nothing j
more cettain than that the matter is brough,
to an issue on_the question, not, whether
Union shall be’ repealed, but whether the pjo
which is maturing under that pretence,—a pre.
tence, however, so thin as to veil nothing of ths
real intention from the  public eye, shall be 3.
complished, At the same time, sinca this de.
sign is carried on under a legal objo.;cﬁ to pro-
mote petitions for a separate Parliamfent, ¢},
case i8 surrounded with greater difficulty, 5
the Government is obliged to frame its mej.
sures very much on the principle of interpreting
overt acts by concealed intexxtjons-—a danger.
ous principle, we allow, in ordinary cases, ang
one which, ought to be well watched. On the
other hand, it would make both Governmept
and the nation to appear equally blameahle ang
ridiculous, were it to suffer rebellion to orgap.
1ze and arm itself, and to grow up into a stats

under the cover of meetings and associations to
promote a legal end, when the very language
and character of these proceedings make it ma-
nifest to all, that they intend something far be-
yond the ostensible object. Mr. O’Conne
says no, in one breath, and yes in another ; he
denies directly, and then affirms by a periphra-
sis which his followers well understancs). 1If he
were a man of honor,the case would be different,
but who depends upon either, and the paltry
quibbling of the lawyer, and the glossy speeches
which he makes to wheedle the Protestants, are
| too well understood to make his professions of
any account. T'he whole character of the pgy-
ceedings is that of rebellion without the usual
honesty of it, and though the circumstances of
the case place Government in a situation of de-
licacy, because they must seem to trench upon
several sacred public rights in order to secure
the public safety, yet those circumstances are
so well appreciated by the public, that its acts
will receive a liberal interpretation.

'This country demands from it the most vi-
gorous application of its powers to suppress the
seditious movements in Ireland, for assuredly
it is not prepared to assent to the disniember-
ment of the empire ; and Ireland demands it
also—for we have yet to learn that the dema-
gogues and the mob at their heels are Ireland.—
‘The Protestants and the loyal and peaceable
part of the Catholics, the proprietors of the soil,

aswell asthey,and they demand protection from
the spoliation of their property, from the despo-
tism of mobs, and from a persecuting popish as-
cendency. A

We are glad to find that there are excepti-
ons among the Catholic priests, and that all do
not, at least openly, encourage the agitation.—
The body of them, however give their influ-
ence toit, and they are now stimulated by
bigh influence. ‘I'heir conduct might, at first
sight, appear rather mexplicable. To the wild
democracy and republicanism taught by the
demagogues, they are in theory, doubtless, op-
posed—the ¢ French revolution, so fatal to po-
pery, they must abhor—and yet they incite the
populace who chaunt its praises in songs, and
march under tri-coloured flags—but the truth

by the separation of the conutries is a tempta-
tion they cannot resist, and they trust to their
influence to quell the stormy elements' which
they now excite against Englaud, and to
mould the Government to their own views,
when once they have got it into their bands.—
In this they might, probably, be disappointed
—but they will not he suflered to try the expe-
riment. T'bat lIreland is distresscd is certain,
so isEngland—both require attention, and even
bold measures for their relief. But radicalism,
and revolution are the only enemies of neccssa-
ry ameliorations, and if the country is pushed
by reckless demagogues into extremes. [t will
rather rally round what might be amended,
than put itself in the hands of popular violence.
‘T'hose whose irksome office it has been to
watch the course of the revolutionary proceed-
ings in Ireland, will not be induced by the glar-
ing absurdity or iniquity of any project ascrib-
ed to Mr. O’Connell to doybt that he designs
to exeeute it.  The last Paper informs us that
the Learned Geutleman has actually commenc-
ed his double warfare against’ the gxistence of
1 ‘:mk notes and against the:Jixcise revenue.—
Ihereare two ways of attacking the revenue
—one by smuggling, the bther by non-con-
sumption of articles subject to taxation,—But
it 1s little recked of by the parties to either sys-
tem thatthe public revenue is not the only or
the principal sutferer from their schemes. The
fair trader, who pays the duty and buys the
goods to suEport his family| by the profit on
the sale of them, is ruined as much by the mal
IC10u8 non-consumption, as by their furband and
contraband irtroduction aghinst the rightsol
the Crown. Noris the impolicy of'such a plot
lese.: childish and countemptible, than its maligni-
ty 18 odious. Does Mr. O’Connell fancy that
he will gain partisans amongst the middle or-
ders of the people of Ireland, by helping to ruin
the shopkeepers, and tradesmen, the great mass
of the most respectable inhabitants througheut
the several towns *> T'hen the banks are to be
thrown into embarrassment by a general da-
mand for gold. Here isanother pretty striking
proofof the fatherly tenderness of this patri-

tition, -and the  letter’ which aecompaniedpit arch’ of commotion towards the half-employed

’

goor of Ireland. The effeét of a run upon the
anks must be. nay, it has been already, a re-
solution to.guard against contingencies, by 3
) There is thus
an instantaneous diminution of the capital ex-
pended on the employment of the labouring
poor, and a consequent inerease of that idleness
and wretchedness, the alledged extent of which

gognue leaders for an overthow of the act of
Union. But their is yet a third record ofthe
these revolutionists not
It was asked by Mr.

unworthy of notice.
’Conneil, at'a meeting of St. Audeon’s parish,

“ Why they (the separatists) should buy or

merchants and tradse people are at least Ireland -

has been the main argument, with. the dema-

of complete-preparation to strike the first blow, .

is, that the hope of ascendancy,to their Church, ”
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