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pily beable to try whether his counsels be sound | proper
ty 

srnot. The noble earl recommends you lord- 

ships to suspend all operation
s on relo for 

two years, in order that the people m
ay have 

vime to think about it ; but in givi
ng this ad- his {riends are 

to throw out vice to your Jordehips | suspect the
 noble earl 

has taken a lealfout 07 a no eDike's (Welling- 

ton) beek, which the noble duke had scar
cely some large townsar

e : 

~written there before he wished
 it un ion” so of their importance 

and their popu- 

Your lordships. will no doubt mber the de 

claration of the noble Duke, 
in a debate preced- 

ing the introduction of the Ca
tholic Bill, that 

he wished all that had been s
aid were sunkin 

oblivion, and then they mig
h 

what they eguid do, Now, although 1 have 

the misfortune to differ from the opi
nion of the 

£ 

our 

BUROPE. fa it, and endeavour to show to. you . 
Hor acy upon which the fegra | I 

— Ee and uR 
stated that the great charge which he and 

those who thought with him had. to bring a- 

gainst the Bill, was that 
it 

#l are founded. ‘The noble earl 

Jation and 

tv is its basis, [t is, if 1 do pot err, 

this great change in the constitution, 
upon this 

rr Cinnarat ion of its ‘which 1% 90" 

bill No 

that the basis of this bill is popu ian, becs 
selected 

, then I must admit there are Some 

rounds for the sfatemént that the basis of this 

| is one of population. Bnt if the noble earl 

means by his assertion that the very principle 

¢ ‘beable 40 820) on which these boroughs are selected to sepd 

Representatives is that a change is effected in 

the groandsaipon which their Representativ
es 

noble duke still I cannot but remark that hig 0-{are
 to be elected —namely, front propestg 10 

inion is s>und, compared with th
at of the no- 

le eat! ; for it was a practical opwnion ; and as } 
Sulation—and that L contend, my Lords. 

what the rioble earl does mean, when he s
ays 

for that of the noble earl, why suppose © | that population:is the basis of the Bill, Why 

vour Lordships weére to bur
y the question 0 

Teform in oblivion for two years, in
 order to see i 

what might be done with it aft
er that time, why 

what would it ead in but nothing ? But, my 

Lords, althrugh that Noble Ear
l has said that 

he has no objection to bribery
— 

Fart Mansield—The Noble Lo
rd errs ; Idid 

not assert that I had no such
 objection, but i 

simply refused to offer any opinion upon the 

subject. 
‘The Lord Chancellor—Well the

n my Lords, 

the noble Eatl, you see, would not even com- 

mit himself so far as to offer
 an opinign upon 

this topic but probably has re
served it until his 

riod of years and two days
 has ‘elapsed— 

aughter and cheers. TheNob
leBaron(W harn- 

cliff] has been pleased to give your
, Lordships 

an account of the observatio
ns which reached 

his ears during his perambul
ations through the 

strects ; but the nobie Baron no soon
er menti- 

ons one street as containin
g inhabitants inimi- 

cable to the measure, than that st
reet, to a man 

crowds your Lordships’ table w
ith petitions in 

its favor. I will not say that St. J
ames’ street 18 

amongst the number, but, wh
en the noble Ba- 

ron asserted that Regent street w
as against the 

bill, instantly comes a requisition
 to the church- 

wardens of the parish, then foll
ows a meeling, 

and then comes a {petition almost
 unanimously 

signed, entreating your lordship
s to give your 

sanction to the bill—(hear and laughter] 

‘Through whatever street, whate
ver alley the|P 

noble Baron wends his way, all b
ecome writers 

all become petitioners to you lords
hips in favor 

of the bill. If he flies to the river, up rise the 

watermen, for it was no later than yesterday 

that I presented a petition in favour of the bill 

from one thousand watermea ; and if he takes 

refuge in a coach, I have no doubt the
 hackney 

coachman will send up the petition
 of their nu- 

merous body all alike in favor of the bill 

Wherever there is a householder, the
re the bill 

finds a partizan ; and, although the noble Ba- 

rin may not meet with an oppon
ent of the bill 

on Hayhill, yet he will, at least,
 find no triend 

to it in one street on the side of Lansdown
e | P 

House, because it was a street without an in- 

habitant. If the noble Baron takes to the 

country, there ha is followed by the cry ‘ the 

bill,’ —if he takes to the towns, still th
ecry * the 

$01, the bill,’ '—and even he will not e
scape if 

he flies wearied to his inn, for there he will be 

pursued-by his landlora, and persons in
 the garb 

of attendants, crying out * the bill, the whole 

bill, —the bill, the bill.—loud laughter. Yes, 

thus will the noble Baron be pursued from 

the city to the conntry, from the count
ry to the 

towns ; and when at length wearied with 
the 

shuns, he reaches his own doma
ins, he will be 

greeted by the contiguous town oiSheff
ield with 

the ery of * the bill!’ trom the mouths of ten 

thousand petitioners in its favor—lau
ghter, 

« Whither shall I fly for refug
e 29% 

ere, mv Lords, are circumstances whi
ch will | 

sufRciently evince to your Lordships that my | 

Noble Friend is not a much safer guide as to 

facts than he is as to opinion ; for my Noble | 

Friend has stated that he 1s not a bi
t-by-bit re-| 

former, bit what may be called a whol
esale re- | 

former. He deals in noshadowy unsubstantial
 | 

tucasures, but he has told your Lordshi
ps that! 

nothing but a solid, substantial, and
 constutio- | 

nal correction of the abuses which exists
 will | 

satis/v both the Scotch and the Engli
sh people; | 

and this is a circumstance to which I mus
t par- 

ticularly entreat your lordships’ attention, and / 

those especially who wish to know the gr
ounds 

upon whieh they now choose to follow the o- | 

pinions of those men who say that a 
large and 

cificiont change is necessary, and yet all th
e ar- 

quments which have been used by the noble 

Jord, and by ali the speakers against the
 bill,are 

just as good against 4 moderate reform as a-
 

gainst thebill itself—[hear] 1 shall now my 

lord proceed to notice such parts of the speech 

of a noble earl, [Harrowby] on this side of the 

houss whieh were passed by in the reply of my
 

noble friend on the other side ; and, firgt, with 

respect to the calm judgment which the noble 

arl has said he had exercised on this measure, 

whilst he had accused us of haste in action,and | 

inconsistency amongst ourselves in all our mea- | 

sures, and has said that he looked. alone to his | 

»wn sideof the house; for - caimuess of judg-! 

ment. Now, many noble lords have looked up | 

to the vote of the noble earl as that which! 

should be some guide for them ; and it had been ! 

thought ‘that the noble earl would have assent-
 | 

—
—
 

ed to the bill going into committee but it seems’ 

that he has made up his mind to refuse his | 

sanction to that step, as it is, in his opinion, a
l- ! 

together opposed, to the constitution of Fn- | 

gland. Now, my Lords what is to be thought 

of the calmness of the judgment of the noble 

lord, when it actually seems that his mind is so 

altered frcm its ordinary impartial judgement 

that although he had calmly beard a noble lord 

argme upon the opinions and expressions which 

were delivered in another house, although the 

noble earl [Vane] quoting the speeches of his 

noble friend (Earl Grey) and quoting and re- 

jerring to them also by his noble friend’s chris- 

tian and sirname, and even although the noble 

earl himself repeatedly alluded to opinions 

which were delivered in the house of commons,
 

vet what will your lordships think, I repeat, of 

the effects which prejudice can produce in war-/ 

ping 80 excellenta judgment as that of the poble 

oar!, when he rises, and calls my noble and lear- 
ned friend (Plunket) to order for quoting and 

referring to what is actually become a matter | 

of history ; namely, the opinion delivered dur- 

ing the fast Session of Parliament by a mem
ber 

of Lhe house of commons ? Now all these cir- 

cumstances will, 1 think, my lords, very plainly 

show that all the wrong judgment is not on o
urs 

side of the question ; and I think they also s
how 

that the noble garf, and all those moble lords! 

who parsye the eonrse which has been taken 

bv him, might have brought théir minds m
ore 

acutely to the _gonsideration of this question 

had they suffered themselves to consider it with 

a judgment less biassed. The next grievance of 

which the noble earl has complained is one 

ther 1 must take the liberty of denying the 
lo- 

gic or even the fairness of the concla
sion which 

the noble earl has deduced from his r
easoniig 3 

and I deny also that in that sense 1 e Bill is 

founded on the basis of population. 
Now ‘will 

your lordships or will any man in 
his senses, 

venture to assert that, in the connty 
represen- 

tation, population is the basis of the
 represen- 

tation ? If any man will tell me so, let me ask 

him what he calls a freehold qualificat
ion is} 

that property or is it not ? and iit be 
proper-} 

ty, which I contend it is, where d
oes the argu- 

ment of the noble earl rest 7 Why, even éopy- 

hold property is bona fide and abs lutely pro: 

perty ; and if thete be one exception to this 

rule, the rea! and true basis upon which the 

Bill is founded, it is that which is for
med by the 

admission of the right of tepants at-will to vote 

at elections. But whose fault is this, my l
ords ; 

W as this provision one of the original {features Qt 

the bill as framed by Government ? I, for one, 

must say that | did notapprove of it, but it was
 

introduced at thesuggestion of mv nobl
e {riend 

to my left (the duke of Buckingham), and
 he 

beat the Government in the division whic
h oc- 

curred on it. I must therefore re-ass2ri that 1t 

is property which enfranchises, and that alo
ne. 

Let us now come to the question of the borough 

qualification—and I must first remask that | 

stand here in a peculiar situation. - 1 must beg 

your Lordships to revert to what was the old 

- 

ple of population and not property, as that 

which the present measure was said to rest u
p- 

on ; nay, it is more 80, for the Bill requires no 

less a qualification than to be a 10%. househ
old- 

er. Now in London and other large tow
ns, | 

must admit that a 101. house is certainly a
 low 

qualification, but that is not the point [am 

now arguing, for I am on the prineiple of the 

Bill, and if I can satisfy the noble earl that, all 

over England, except in London and other 
ve- 

ry large and popular places, the tenant of a 
ten 

ound house is a responsible man, I think Iam 

entitled to his vote for the second reading. In 

emall towns, and here I speak within the hea
r- 

ing of noble lords, who know personally that 

the man who inhabits a 10 pound house in th
e 

country, is a person in tolerably ‘easy circam- 

stances—(hear,) and [ will tell yous lordships 

why the ten pound qualification Wag selected. 

It was originally proposed that twedty poutds 

should be the qualification, but it was (oand oe
 

| enquiry, thatin one county town, containing 

1,700 houses, - there were not twenty plraans’ 
the comirton right is for every inhabitant hougey

 sarge should dash ove him,.h HC ma 
dash over him, he would main- 

who were rated at twenty pounds a year, Onl
y 

look at the situation in which any“an app
ears 

who pays 10 pounds a year in any place bat ia ok th : 

large towns. He would be found to be either an ancient fight—we have not even g
one lo the 

a shopkeeper on a small scale in large towns— 

or a large scale in smaller towns 5-0 other p
ip- 

' ces he*will be found to be a person removed 

much above want, at the head of a fami
ly, and 

fully able to provide for its wants. But then, 

save a noble earl, how do you know’ that in 

conferring this franchise on a population of not time 

4,000, how do you know vou are nov enlran- 

chising a population af 4,000 paupers, becagse 

they may, says the noble earl, have no: proper: 

tv 2 Now was there ever ingenuity so thyown 

away. Who, ina town, composed of 4000 

paupers, must pay the poor rates, for there 

must be property to pay them, and i such ex- 

treme cases are allowed to be put, why may not
 

[ assume a similar right, and put a case 
aisd. 

What wonld your lordships think, ifit should 

be found that nomination borougis have 
been 

in the possession of Jews and brokers, who, if} was ill advised in his sarcasm—nhe did little to 

it he possible, and that it is possible I need 
only 

refer to facts on record, is to secure us agaifist 

the introduction into the House of Commons 

of an alien enemy ? Who will say that anoth- 

er Nabob of Arcot shall not again send in his 

18 or 20 members. "Where are all the sacred 

rights of Englishmen? Where od the influen
ce 

of property if a Nabob of Arcot can come wit
h 

his treasures of Star Pagodas, and sen
d his 20 

nembers into the House of Commons ? Iam 

not my lords putting an extreme case, for | din 

stating facts which have actually happened, we
 

have never heard of a town of 4,000 pauper
s, 

but we have heard of jobbing agenis.in Pafla- 

mentary representation, and it ie to dederoy 

forever such a traffic that this bill has be
ew in- 

troduced. It has been aid that jreemen could 

vote who had been paupers. W hoover at<|dentative in other’ respects, for I have repfe- 

tended an election, and did not see questions. sented then inthe’ Commons Hous
e of Parlma- 

yut and mooted before the Assessor, and déei-
 | 

ded by the Assessor, against [freemen voung 

because they had received parish relief # #utfnay more,
 they have nove, and much they have 

to talk of property as the criterion of power, of | felt 
the want of this member—though the noble 

eligibility, betokened one of the greatest inat- | ford stated that it was a hardship that they had 

tentions either to the consistency of argum
ent, 

or to the known facts of the case. The right 

roughs, by the following class of persons :— 

[there are very few such boroughs iu England,) 

by freemen resident and non-resident as muot, 

as the resident were entitled to exercise the 

elective franchise in by far the greater number 

of individual burgage tenures, which, it is said, 

areproperty. Let me remind noble lords that 

it is not the property of the nobie lord who is a 

terpoon, he votes for the nominee of a real bar, 

gage borough at three o'clock, and at-fotrr Je 

eh 
tion g vote, to be used. the pext time of an. e 

afion. It and that you call a property qualif 
isan abuse of terms to say so, of | 
property insomebody els2. ; but, my ‘Lords, he 

right, for it is an abuse of the Copstitution, 
Are we not dealing with the question of a re- 

presentative form of Government? Are we 
not arguing of what ought to consist ‘the House 
of Commons ? And the amswer ¢ on all 
occasions is—this a rank repyesentation, this a- 
mounts to downright election—this is neither 

which brings at once to issue the great princi- 

ples of the bill,and | shall now proceed to grap-
 
more nor less than the people choosing their 

own representatives—this is neither more nor 

Se 20= aigod Queen Elizabeth added 48 and 
VIZ. for representation, 

ractice of the Constitution, and ask vour-{p 

selves if the franchise which 1s possessed b
y in- |g 

| habitant householders is not as much a 
princi- 

of voting is at present enjoyed, a8 regards bo- {suited the action to a word]—in all matter of 

inhabitant householders paving scot and lot—| elegance ol personal demeanour—(a langh)—I 

borough proprietor ; but is it the property of | the lawyer, the philosopher in practice—to say 

the voter ; he receives his burgage quak 2a- | that | would put bis opinion in competition with | 

tion by a conveyance at two 0 cloek in the ‘al-| that of those steady, gallant, rat
ional, judieions, 

vers up to the Lord’s solicitor his title to his | whigh hey always give fair play—=I would not! 

‘tight'ef|{ A noble lord near the table had abjec 

assured that it is worse ‘than. an"bbuse» of flarge { i PIR 1 SF 

terms that the other person should hold the | delagates. aie priors Be a a 

rs of Parliament. We are’ 

‘was any time when any ne 

: wn in England—or any such 

votéd—ot when the present system was 

7 1 will not remind your gordsh
ips that | 

is will not do , because it does “not carry us 

vai 40 the restorationi=1 will not remi 
r lordsh got Edward IV. added so many 

rd VI, so many, and.restored 

that dowa tothe restoration 

sdmewhere between 200 were revived a
nd crea- 

ted ; but as to what'my noble and Learned | 

(and I shall prefer givin it in the words of the | 

author) what a certain Mr. Prynne says ; and 

what is said by a sage of the law, who never 

had the {fortune ‘to incur jadicial 
vengeros for 

the honesty of his politica opinions, Writing 

800 r the restoration, Mr. Prynne enume- 

rated B ‘borauighs, 1%) ornwall, as all new, 

« and forthe’ ors part,” he says; “the 
Uni- 

od 

| versities excepted, very mean, poor inconsigder- 
orp et upbya late retary, by thei 

able boropghs. Set'u ya late returp 

practice 0 BITing 

serve them, by courting, bribing, (this, 1s the 

{origin of thé venerable part of the Constitutio
n,” 

which hasexisted tithe out of “mind 5
 mot from 

Richard [but only previous to the restorati- 

on,) feasting, not by prescription or. oharter, 

some {aw excepted, since the reign of Fdward 

IV. before whose reign they never elected
 or re- 

turned members in any English Parliament.” 

And now onward as to another authonty which 

my noble friend. will allow me to 
refer to, as 

tht of the House of Commons itself exh
ibited 

in the report ol a Committee in th
e ycars 1623, 

1624, of which Mr. S. Granville was ¢hairman 

and Reporter and which consis
ted ol seme of 

the greatest.lawyers ever ksown in 
the history | 

of either. House.” Those great sages of the 

law were Coke, Selwyn, and Noy,
 whom Fi 

pidme with Coke and Selwyny
 because they 

were on one sige of the House ; and Noy, who 

was afterwards Attorney-General, was well 

known or his high monarchical principles.—
-The 

first resolution was this—* that there b
eing no an- 

cient custom or prescription who sho
uld be elec- 

ted or who should not, we must have
 recourse to 

what isgommon right;which for this
 purpose was 

1teld to be, that more than fr
eeholders ought to 

| habevoices in elections, via: all iphabitant house-
 

holders resident within the borough.
” What 

then becomes of the doctrine invented: fer the
 

urpose of this debate, that the old.law
 of n- 

land is;that inhabitants shall not have the
 right 

— that householders shall not have 
the right— 

but that the right belongs to the burgage te- 

nant —to freeholders and to corporat
ions ? To 

hurgage tenants it belongs in the w
ay I have 

stated, and it never did belong to them in the 

present form—but they who really were
 voters 

were real bona fide voters of aburgage tene- 

ment ; but to mhabitant householder
s witha 

£10. qualification, but to. all hougeholders— 

householders whose houses were not 
worth £1 

a vear. Every inhabitant having a house over 

his bend—be it worth 1s, be it worth
 £1,000— 

had a right to vote ; and I will take npon me to 

lay down, upon the authority I have stated, as 

the law of the land, that, if the Crown was e- 

ver alowed to.issue a writ to Manchester or 

1 Bivmung ham, to choose. members of Parl
iament, 

| theze being no easton or prescription or carp
o- 

{ ration, that writ would call -upon every
 house- 

tholder, at common Jaw, to vote.” What then 

dbecampe of preseription, custom, or corparate
 

| oight 2 T pay it is psurpation—n
ot a common 

right.’ “Coke, Selteyn, Noy, -Grapville, say that 

alder to vote. Are we speculators, innova- 

tors, fevolutionists, idle dreamers, and fanciers 

of things, when we have, in fact, only limited 

! 

[extent of it ; and that’ is the object and.origin 

ol the £10 qualificationt. I have heard a great 

deal in the course of thi§ debate, of ‘the extra- 

 vagance of this bill. Says one noble Jord, it 

jives us only a set ol voters who must be eccu- 

pied in earning their daily breaa, and who have 

‘me to instruct thems»'ves, and attend to 

Stafe aflairs: His noble Friend who hives in 

Birfnirngham, and 18 therelore expected to know 

mare than bk think heedoes, fanghs and snecrs’| 

at the.statesinen of Birmingham and the phi'o- 

'sophers of Manchester, [sav that the nable 

lord will-yet learn a lesson ‘of political wisdom 

“from ths statesmen of Birmingham, and of 

temperance and moderation from the philoso- 

{phers of Manchester. My noble Friend was 

ijl advised when he displaved his talent and 

sarcasm with refereuce to 180,000 persons—he 

- 

§ 

lav in a stock of credit for the Order to whith 

"he belongs, and of which: he is a distinguished 

ornament ; and instead of meeting their mode- 
ration, their respectful ‘demeanour, their affec- 

tionate attachment signalised in every ‘one of} 
fhe petitions with which they have approached 

this House, with a return of courteous kindness 

and cammon civility, showing that he prided 

himself on knowing hexametar and pentametar, 

and derided the knowledge of the manufactur- 

1ers of.Manchester and iugh br Though 

I woukl not heat them, though for all that my 

‘ears could afford, read one. singte. verse—and 
Fthough I ,wauld not ailow them to.approach, 

even, wit hin the distanee. of sizhty.with ope sin- | 

gle epigfam “inthe mother tongue, either in 

{ prose, or numeric verse —vet I, as their Repre- 

{ ment, while vet 1 had no constituents of my 

own, and they had no member of their own— 

none—l now once more, representing them, 

| bow, in all manner of prosody—{the noble lord 

prose, in all matter of education—nay, ‘even in 

bow for them, and hide their and my diminish- 

ed head, as Gop knows hoth of us well may do, 

in the presence of my noble friend ; but to say 

that I would take his opinion upon any practi- 

cal matter—upon any unknown light—upon a- 

ny subject of action—upon any, one of those 

manly questions which engage the statesmen, 

{ reflecting, and, because an unaflected, entirely 

{ trastworthy men as regards their judgment, to 

be sq gross in friendship—I cannot go so far as |. 

te make him even dream of such a compliment. 
; the ts ) ted tothe 

| Bill becatisé" the individuals 10. be. chosen by 

toege assertiolf 7 Did the noble lord mear to 

from a large eommunitylthan from que delega- 

{tor 7 Wasit worse to besthe delegate of a bo- 

songh than the delegate of a borough proprie-& 

Mriend said, 1 am bound to tell your lordships Es 

% Sherifls, or Gentlemen desiring ta guilt
y, and shen ‘agmit ther 

‘but M+. Johnston would say, You
 cannot have 

diction, that there never was any system de- 

jected to their conduct ; he had no hesitation in 

| say that it was less honourable t8 be a delegate | P 

The person who was sent to Parliament | 

%: of 4 

y 

A O—
 — ER 

— B— 

ra RR 

ate from some noble lord;
 or attorney, or | 

Roker and was as much 
nominated by 

other of them, a
s the Representative 

chosen by 4,000 persons
, which dele 

te had been described as fais
e and hy poetiti=. 

, though he represented the c
ountry, while 

the other represented only the interest of one 

indiedoN. ot, the noble lord had 
said he had 

no great objection’to g
ive the franchise to lar

ge 

wo, whenetct any 
borough became deli

n- 

quent, forfeited its privileges. 
Now, was 

and prudential statesmen would ad 

thare ever'a more monst
rous proposition than : 

this? Does he mean that Qld S
aram 15 10 be { ches.) 

allowed to-send representatives as 1
00g as it is | 

uffcopvieted, while Birm
ingham was to yemain| 

uneepresented 7 Did the noble lord mea
n that 

embersought not to enter. Pa
rliament by the 

high open road, bat sneak in by m
eans of some, 

nasty, dirty, by-way nf a rotten borough 

The foble lord said he would g
ive the franchise 

to Manchester, Glasgow, L
eeds, anc Birming- 

ham, ona certain condition
—on a conviction for 

bribery and corruption in some
 borough. Was 

there ever any thing’ so fantasti
cal as this ? 

Could any thing be 80 ahsurd as 
to say ¢ Hang 

pp these large and important towns,
 which 

have dofi¢ no wrong, till vou find some borough 

Dem 0X e. the place 

of The convicted ? He might as well §ay to Mr. 

Johnston or -Mr. This, or’ Mr That, I want 

from you i07acres of land which b
elong to me ; 

these. acres till my Lord Someth
ing, or Mr. 

Thompson has stolen 150. and is
 hanged, bul 

I.will not give you the land till such an event 

takes place, because till then i
tis my undoabted 

right and property. Would not every one §ay 

that I was a fool, and that you w
ere unjust to 

allow me to wait for my right from M
r. John- | 

stoa till. my Lord Something or Mr. "
I'homp- 

son had committed a felony ?—a (Yau
gh.) This, 

though it might excite a laugh, way the rea
l 

state of the question.—There was a migh
ty | 

danger in treating such a question with ne- 

glect, or in refusirg to look it in the 
face. He 

would say, and say it without fear of contra- 

fended by high 'L'ories, by high Monarchy men
, 

or by subjects of any description—no system, 

in short, ‘described Yn romance for the last 120 

‘years, 80 absurd as the presentsysteim ; for if 

there was one system moie absurd tban ano- 

(Her, it was the system which allowed 
rotten 

boroughs to return representatives, while l
arge 

and wealthy towns were doomed to exclusion. 

[hear.] He would humbly endeavour to show 

that the King, by the oath which he took at 

the coronation,. was authorized to adopt th
e 

principles;on which this question of reform w
as 

founded. -He wonld appeal tothe words ad- 

dressed by the most Rev. Prelate to his most 

gracious Majesty at that great solemnity, when
 

he delivered the sword of justice into his hand. 

‘I'he most Rev. Prelatesaid ¢ You promise that 

you will restore that which is gone into decay, 

maintain’ that which ig restored, reform that 

which is amiss, and confirm 1n good order. He 

would use the same words, and say confirm in 

goad order, confirm the franchise to those who 

enjoy it by right, and confirm it not only to 

copyholders, but also to such ol those paying 

scot and lot who had lost it {from negligence 

or disuse. He might also say reform that 

which is amiss, and which has gone into decay; 

and while he had the honor to serve his Royal 

master, he would lend his heart and best abili- 

ties to enable him to fulfil the injunction—to 

restore what was gone into decay, and reform 

that which was amiss—(hear, hear.] tle was 

ready 10 hake every sacrifice to enable iis Roy- 

al master to fulfil such an éngagement, and if 

it was said, ¢ Hitherto. shalt thou come, and 

here -shall thy waves be stayed,” though the 

tainthat -which was restored. 80 much for 

the argument in favour of the old Constitu- 

and Selden that the present system was not 

that which formerly existed, and putiing aside 

these authorities, he would only ask if’ there 

could possibly be a more monstrous absu idity 

than a borough without electors, and a Parha- 

ment without consiituents ? Was it not absurd 

inthe highest degree, that while changes were 

going on in every quarter, ‘there should be nn 

change ip the mode of obtaining seats in Parlia- 

meat.; that, in short, while history ‘hore test'-: 

weny to constant-changes in almostevery par- 

change in their representalion. He might il- 

tion. He had endeavoured’to-show from Coke | ( 

| (Hear, hear.] He believed he might learies] 

of the Constitution, the people were to have no
 | 
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themselves, to adopt the course which N 

an awful crisis. (hear, hear) Ih 
n ogy 

they would listen to the prayers of 
the TUsteq 

and adopt the principle of the present By 
Ui 

and Xa. - ner, if they choose, without sifting 

mination, and modification, if negessa 

that they would at all events adopt liv. 
- 

that they would not insult the beta li 
y say. 

that above all things they would not 

ing—"* God forbid that we should e 

Bill'’—=(loud cheers [fom the Ministery) 1," 
this Bill touched them 

rest uf the nation— (erties of < No, 
Oppositionside). ~He certainly so 
their Lordships ; but he was delighted 
had their lordships on that side of the H 
go with bim.one step—(a laugh}, Ty} 
however, go with him another 
not only did not more peculiarly concep th 

than others, but it concerned t} tn 

He would justask their Lordabiya to put oy n- 
0 selves, as his Noble Friend ( 

had asked them last night to do, in the 
of others. Let them place them 

situation of other people, and or
 the - 

| 
bill materially aflecting the Peers were sent 
the House of Commons. Suppose a Bit we, 

to be passed hy thei lordships relat; ay 
Scotch or Irish Peers hold; 7.0 lh 

Fe ING seats in ¢ 
House ; gr a Bill regulating the tengre of " 
Peerage generally ; or in such cages ag " te 

Lord Huntingdon. © Suppose sucha Bill sg 
after passing their lordships, find its w : 
the House of Commons. e would sa " 

that their lordships set great store by th Bi 

and that every Peer in that House though: 

of the highest importance to their order he 
would suppose that all letters from the Seote 
and krish Peers, who were not Mentbers of (1, 
House—that all advices were calling yp, fh ‘ 

to help their countrymen by getting the . 

Sure passed. He would sappos ivi 
that the Bill had passed their lordship hop 

by a majority in the proportion of 100 1, 

which was about the majonty oy whict 1 
present Bill passed the Commons, taking cr 
account only the real representativeg of " 

people, though to avoid all cavil he would 
it at 50 to one. He would then'suppose ti; 

the moment the Bill came on for Jeu, 
in the Commons, an Hon. Member of tha 

House would get up and declare tha er 
would not be dictated to by the Peers—(be; 

hear]—that they would deal with the matte 
as they thought proper, and they would n; 

even allow it to go into the Committee (loud 

cheers from the Ministerial side.) He 
should further suppose that a motion shoud 
be made, waiving the usual courtesey 

getting r1il of it by moving that it be rejecter, 
(hear, hear.}] He would vet also suppose 

that in the course of the debate it should te 

discovered that this motion was calc 

ed to offend their Lordships—and¢ ta 
another Commoner, after staung that the 

original mover had given vent to ls [ie 
latter’s] feelings better than he could ban 

done ‘ himself, should move, between one a 

two o’clock in the morning, in the room of in 

honest motion, that this aristocratic Bill be go 
rid of, an alteration, which, though differ 

in words, was, in eflect, the same, name, 

that the Bill should be read a second tme ia 

day three months. He would then supp 

that the House of Commons should refuse! 

negotiate with the Bill, which did not atala 

fect themselves, should refuse to parley wid 

such a revolutionary and aristocratic measur, 

should refuse to take it all into its copsierr 

tion, and reject it without allowing it tog 

the Committee ; and then he would put iv 

their Lordships, whether they would (eel tha 

such conduct un the part of the House of Corr 

mons was at all courteous towards themseives: 

much cheering.) He would also imagine ha 

all tli while there was not one_ single Lox 

missioner who did not think that some chai 

was necessary, though they characterized tw 

one before them as being intolerable to thew 

selves (the Commons), pernicious to the pr 

ple, neither of whomit at all atfected, and hurt 

ful and dangerous to the Peers thems 

and then they all say, out with this meat 

away with this unclean thing out of our cab} 

assert, that there was not ore among 
Lordships who would not say that this was 

the right way in which to treat a bill whl 

had been sent to that house by the Howe! 
{ustrate the necessity and propriety of change 

by reference to the oid law, as compared with | 

the present. ‘I'he old law says ifa man cannot | 

pay “in money he must pay in property and 

goods. Now this part of the law was framed 

when there were no bank notes ; no bankers, 

as now, issuing paper of eveiy deseription ; and | 

even the most fastidious lawyer, however much 

he might be against reform, coild not deny 

that this reforin had been made tacitly in law 

and in practice. Looking, tov, at the Courts| 

of Taw 3; looking at the fiist Court, next to that 

of their lordships, the Court of King’s Bench, 

was theré any man who could standup and 

say that it had, or ought always to remain in 

the same state ? Such an assertion hard- 

ly deserved a reply ; and the assertion that 

the constituency ought not to be changed 

Peers, which bill related exclusively 
to malin 

connected with the Peerage. [hear, hear.) V4 

it, then, he would ask, the right way w trea 

as their Lordships had partly done
, 8 Bull co 

ming from the Commons relating to Pari 

mentary reform ? Was it right (hat ier 

Lordships should refuse t
o consider of tind 

tail > When the Peerage Bul, in the ume? 

Sir Robert Walpole, was sent down 1 ue 

House of Commous, there wasa m
ajor! ol 

120 against it; but the Houseol Comme 

though they ultimately rejected the Bill, 

not even divide upon the second re
ading. [b%" 

Their Lordshizssurely ought 
w adopt towar 

them the same courtesy. [hear hear] 110% 

been asked what great benefits
 would reset 

(rom this weasure. 1{ he should single out 0b 

was equally futile. It .was the height of] 

measuge a8 innovators. and changers, while 
those who opposed thé measure were the 

only persons who deserved the name. | 
He was bound to say, with all proper respect 

for the public, and with all due deference to the 

public opiniom, yet as.an honest man, as a Mi-| 

nister of the Crown, and as a Magistrate—the 

first Magistrate in the Kingdom, he was bound 

to say that a combination to refuse to pay tax- 

es was an unlawful act. He said this with a 
full persuasion that it was impossible for many 

thousands who were at tha: meeting to hear | 

what passed there ; but he also [elt persuaded 
hat the spirit of those who did hear pervaded | 
early all the rest. He trusted those persons | 
would consider their opidions, for the spirit | 
which pervaded that meeting was a most un- 

happy one, if’ it should extend itsell. Indeed, 
the principle it involved, and its consequences, 

would be so {rightfully extensive, that Govern- 
ment would be resolved nto its elements il it 

were not put down. (Loud cheers). He could 
have no better opportunity, if he desired popu- 

larity, of oftering up incence to the popular idol 
than that which then presented itsell. No Jug- 
gernaut could receive greater praise than might 
be drawn trom those 150,000 gods ; but he ob- 

! 
\ 

saying that it was intolerable, and that he 

wished to put an end toit. (Hea, hear,) If 

the peopie were represented, such combinations 

would be utterly useless, they would be a mere 

brutem fulmen, for they could not exist an hour 

unless they were universal ; put if they knew 

that they had npMember of Parliament to re- 
resent them, then he would say that such 

combinations were all but legal. Why then 

not do that which ought to be done, even if no 

such symptoms existed of popular discontent 7 | 

He - wodld implore, their Lordships, by eve- 

ry argument of kindness and justice to the 
by any number, from two, to fourteen, was as 
mach a delegate as he who was sent by 4,000 A 

but the difference wap this, that the one was av 

le on the one hand, and by every argu-| 

ment of prudence and considerat
ion towards | ceding the time, he would assert t 

futibty to charge those who introduced thei Sought to be worshipped out 

| passing this Bill. Their Lordships were p
ov 

he would show that he w
as not @ perso we 

of doors, and g 

would state that there was strong rea
s = 

on the brink of a great event=they weit % 

the eve of the awlal decision ypon this 4°” 

tion, and it behoved them to ¢onsider - 

when men told them they shovld not yi 
clamour. There could be no worse foli="; 
baser, nor more despicable 

fear than that ; 

being accused of tear— (bear, hear). He es 
then in the same hall wn which ther lordeh 

sat in 1828, when he heard, though less reg” 

larly than at present, that meatr argue’ 

ged against the emancipation of the Ho (he 

Catholics. Your Lordships sajd then that ** 
times were troubled, that too much car ; 

existed, and for fear of being thought 0 rhs 

to fear, your Lordships rejected the bill othe 

was in July. The summer § rg 

autumn came, but it brought Bot with a 

booa of domestic peace ; the rage went po 

til a Catholic was returned to 3 bre it a 
Parliament. The winter came, 3b a3? 

80 came an increase of agitation. Spe I ’ 

on, and the agitation became fiercely sp’ 

more restless spirit pervaded [reland ; " 

far more extensive than that which ee Lott: 

the July proceeding. . What did they bas 
ships do then > The only chaog® ® ud 
taken place was the lapse of seve i or 

an augmentation of the dangeh =. pe 

hancement of the agitation. Wbh# od pr 
Lordships do? They acted Wiself 3, ¢ 
otically, dnd firmly, and honestlys #% 
ved their country by not attending oe pot ¥ 
note of those who said that they oul 3h 
yield to intimidation— (conti e hat 3/8 

was needless for hun to say that : "uly 

ment which had bee listened 10 4 Cg i 
any weight, it must have had ten re then 

more weight the April followings *[fibat® 
Catholie body was more powerful. 

wo I 

gument had been listened to for J ibate* 

$e 

ch 

Diertain (py, 

Their lordships appeared to thig 
more neariy than 1 

0,’ from th, 
Uideryty, 

that j, 
use 1, 

ey m 

sure


