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| ding 1o “the. ‘that they tell me “their honest -senti=§Fit"8 T IiEeL Coht in which, 1 strongly im,_
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HOUSE QF LORDS.
[Continued from our last.] ‘'
The Fail of Eldon want on to say, A;\.Wpﬁutm ‘ *
for any man to have boldness to say tnl ;
was secure when they weresweeping &wi y meat 1
borougha & almest all the cogparations in the conn-
try bocg:;o .t::y had m that those who were f‘f
aneel u_ J m 3 . ,’“ﬂ
. ? Would they thus Mﬁmﬂ&

' »
Pr:i::.{ for such was._the course pointed out. |

tween party andparty ?

individuals ageinst whom the allegal «

as well as those whe made it? . ould they not
in their presence, and al-

ing witnesses, 00 whose evi-

tijon was made,

E

ppr -

tri i re ‘“do
degizipe, he PepS in this country,

r which any man possessed
‘I)t.":‘p.{orimforp {he glory of ‘this country, that
they would not legislate with respect to property
~ without giving those who were concerncd a full op-
portunity of being heard. They .allowod ajudicial

roceeding in aid of their legislative ing.—
gut what were they now dou;‘go 2 Theydw;::t :I:o:':
to condemn without giving the accuse ies
opportunity of being heard. [hear, hear.] ‘With
respect to borough rights, it had been asserted
that there was no property in them. Now, ad-
mitting for a moment that they were a mere trust,
still he was yet to learn that because they only econ-
stitated a frust, they were authorised to take away
the use of that trust without proof of its mal-ad-
ministration. This doctrine might be u'uted as the
opinion of & doting oldflawdyey, but l::"dh: woun::

i ide bhe found it supported by S4°
adhers fo 2 W3 d Hale and Pollexten, and all the
most learned professors of the law. [bear, hpnr,)-—
This. he contended, was not only a franchise, but
a right of property—=8 right of property mnext to
that of land. [ hear, hear.] Now those who had
a right of land ought 1o be cautious before they
coun‘enanced the sweeping away of Gop knew
how many boroughs, without being aware that any
one of them—and certainly with the moral con-
viction that not all of them—had been guilty of a
mal-administration of trust. [hear,hear.] If such
proceedings were admitted, what security would
there be for property in Jand ? (hear, hear.) He
had heard, in the course of the Jast two or three
months, a good deal about close corporations.—
Now he would say, thatr close cerpora’ions were
hereditary rights, held by charter from the Crown ;
and they had as good a right to hoh.! their c}nrten
ander tha great seal, as any of their lordehips !ud
to the title of their peerage. (hear, hear.] Now
bhe would ask one and all of them, to say how
they would maintain their right to keep their peer-
ages, il an existing majority in that house should
say, on the creation of other peere, ‘“ We will not
do so unconstitutional an act as to allow you to be
\ntroduced into this heuse to secure a majority over
us,”’ (Cheerin g.) He impule_d to no indivvdual
any interition of doing such a thiog. [hear, hear.]
Hewould not object te thé courtesy of creating peers
on the occasion of the coronation. .I{e should, on
the centrary, be happy to aeé individuals introduc-
ed to that house, if the members 8o created had
not already voted for the Bill in the other house,
and then came here to vote for it again. (bear,
hear.) He d:d not. however, think thatany man,
or set of men, would dare teo Fonnul such a pro-
ceeding under the present circumstarces of the
country. By such a proceeding the real sense of
ooner orlater be overruled.—

that house might &
(h:ar. hear.) “He respected the whole house of

I anover,—Ile respected the King on the throne,
—he was anxious 1o support his authorify, and to
forward the generalinterest of the state, but he be-
],aved nothing would be 80 subversive of the rights
of that house, nothing more injurious to the wel-
fare of the country, thanto leave it inthe power |
of any set of men deliberately to effect that pro-
: ceedfng to which he whad alluded. (hear, hear.)—

He did not believe that the noble-earl whose poli-
admitted, was the individual who

d a measure which, if the bill
passed, would amount to nei-
this—the tofal annihilation of
that house. [hear, hear.] Hsach a measure
were contemplated, he hoped that that house
would, before their Jerdshipsstripped off theirrobes,
approach their Sovereign, and respectfully express
their sentiments to him. [hear, hear.] Were
their lordships toido away with all corporations
throughout the country, he would ask any man
10 remembered the nmien whom some. of those
corporations. had sent to Parliament, ‘whether he
thought that the abelition of all these corporations
wou'd be an advantage to the country *  What
d:d the bill propose ? - It went, in the first instance,
to abolish the franchige of the boroughs in sche-
dule A-—then it partially disfranchised those in
schedule B ; and if it did not destroy all ether cor-
orations, it introduced other places to share the
right of voting, which had no other claim or right
whatever, but that they were within seven miles
of the borough. The effect of thus throwing open
those corporatinns could be po otherwise than
greatly injurious to them. He was a freeman of
the town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and he looked
upon it as a high bonor. It was one of the proud
distinetions of this country, that, by the aid of
those corpofations, young men of even moderate
talent, with industry and perseverance, might risc
‘o the highest hopours of the state. He was prond
to acknowledge that he had had his education in
the grammu‘-schoul of Newcastle. As the son of
a freeman of that.town, he was entitled to it. d&e
always leoked back to that period of his life with
no little pride and pleasure, and he had hoped that
when lying in his grave, a8 he new must soon ex-
pectdo be, that he should leave behind him some
testimony to the merit of that school—one of
whose scholars had risen to the high office of Lord
High Chancellor of England. The corporation
of that town consisted of ahidut 700 electors, and
he need only refer to the wembers who had been
gont from it to Parbament within the last 30 years
te say that those members would have been an
honour to any place. But those electors, were
now to be mixed up with 2,700 of 3s. 6d. a week
Were their lordships to assent to this

would recommen
were in consequence
ther more or less than

own sense of what was right’ or wrong.
‘When they

e g Il the otber boreughs
ru'oth.»-tu they must expect

| On shat oceasion he voted against every political

friend he then had in favour of thal proposition.
He wasthen a representative for a nomination
rough, but he would not have sat a moment iv the
House of Cémmons if he could not have voted en
that and on every other question aecording to his
{hear.]
talked of dwsfranchising & borough,
he must bave something stronger before him to m-
dece him to aseent to the pn‘romtnn that .the
mere allegation that'it was expedient that it should
be disfranchised ; for he would repeat, that it
would be impossible to disfranchise the boroughs
in shedulesAand B withourt iuﬂict‘iing the moat o;;:
ous injury upon ty of every diseription.
noblo)::{i It:m?:”lzgd next proceeded, as well
as we could collect the import of his observations
to allude to the question of referm brought forward
in the year 1798, which though by no means 80
sweéping and extensive as the pvesent, was rejec-
ted by the House of Commons, and to contend that
considering what was passing at that time in,
France,—considering what was passing in thie
country, where’ gocioties were formed, some of
whi¢h had constant communications by means of
(heir ewn delegates with France,—if the Govern-
ment of that day had listened to the question of re-
form-—if /it Had not ‘taken active measures to se-
cure the peace of the coumtry, their lordships
would not now sit in that place. The noble and
learned lord next adverted to the late war, the ex-
pense of which, though be would admit it was e-
normous, had saved thid country from the danger
of becoming a republic. I they sacrificed one
atom of the constitutien, the rest would soon be
gone. He would ask, would ther lordships—
would his fellow-subjects through the country—
have young Napoleon as the sovareign of the coun-
try, or a member of the House of Hanover? He
knew they would make any sacrifice rather than run
risk of being made an appendage to any state of
Europe ; but if that sacnfice had not been made
in the expense of the late war, the independance of
this country would have long since been -lost.
[Here the noble lords’s tone became &0 low, that

for some moments he wasagain wholly inaudibie.]

We next understood him to say, that he would
oot offer a word for or against reform, until e
knew what the entire system proposed was, and
antil it was explained to him how it would work.
When he saw that the question of reform had been
one of doubt and difficuity for the last fifty years.he
must pause befire he consented to the measure
now before him. T go to a committee on e bill
to one clause of which if their lordships had read
it he was sure they could not assent, would be
wholly useless, and worse than useless. The Bill
went to disfranchise a large sumber of the boroughs
of England, without any abuse proved. Was this
law, or justice ? Was it nota principle, which if
applied to any other right, would render the pro-
perty of every individual in the kingdorm insecure ?
The noble and learned lord next adverted to that
part of the bill which disfranchised the non-resident
freeraen and contended that it was absurd to say to
any freeman that he should not yote for the borough
of which he was an elector, because be lived more
than 7 miles from it. It was a most rediculous
sort of legislation to say that one man should be al-
lowed te vote if he lived within 7 m:les, and that
another should be deprived of his vote if he lived
7 miles and a furlong distant. -

The noble and learned lord then apologised to
their lordstiips for the length of time during which
he had occupied their atieation. = He wou'd not
now detain their lordships farther by going into a

to him on this important subject ; but his mind was
not at that tume in a fit state to enter upon a more
lengthened discussion of this the most important
subject that had ever been submitted to the con-
cideration of Parliament. He would only add, that
f their lordships assented to this measure, they must
prepare themeelves for making still greater conces-
sions ; they must make up their minds to yield
universal suffrages, ennual Parliaments, and the
vote by ballot : for this bill would necessarily
lead to the introduction of these innovations ; but
what was infinitely worse, it would leud to the in-
troduction of a system which would be absolately
incompatible with the existence of the House of
Lords as a branch of the Legislature.
now so faradvanced in years that he must soon
be ealled to his accoant ; but with that pros-
pect before him, he solemnly declared his cenvic-
tion that the effect of the bill would, if it received
the sanction of the Legislature, be destructive of
the best and most ancient institutions of the coun-
try. It would Le destructive of the House of Peers
and in his conscience he believed would end in the
destruction of the monarchy iself. On these
rounds he should give it bis strenuous opposition.

'I'he’ Archbishop of Canterbury said it was
his intention. to have addressed their lotdships
at an earlier hour this evening. and, if he had
had an opportunity of doing 8o, he would, a8
he greatly desired to have entered into a {ull

him the painful necessity of opposing.a measure
which came before that house with the strong
recommendation of His Majesty’s Government,
and. which had been carried by a majority
of the House of Commons. (llear, hear.)
But, having been disappointed in that wish, he
hoped, after the splendid display of argument
and of eloquence which they had heard in the
course of the debate, that he would be consider-
ed as acting most p’tOﬁerly both to their lord-
ships and to himsell il"he trespassed on their at-
tention as briefly as possible at that very late
hour. He meant to confine himself toa few
words, and he wou'd not trouble the house e-
ven with these, il he did not deem it necessary,
in justice to himself, to state his opinions and

18 1ty excellencies preserved,

He was {200,000, and the population of
82,000,000 ; while England unregenerated, and

statement of the reasons which imposed upon |.

sation, and, at the same time,
redatin vyl sh. i
itation, who, while '

moved, were unwilling to try an experiment so

' |extensive as that which was now p

Some persons might think that a notion of this
kind was chimerical and futile. - He was not O
that opinion. . He thought that, on each sidé;
feelings and prejudices might be sacrificed ;and,
in propartion_ to those sacrifices—in proportion
as the question was relieved from the asperities
and difficu'ties’ which surrounded. it—In that
proportion would those who adopted that wise
and temperate conrse command and receive the
@atitude of the country. [hear, hear.] He
would onlv add, . in_conclusion, that, if it were
their lordships’ pleasure to pass thi

shouldjsincerely rejoice, and no man more than
himsell if the apprehensions which he enter-
tained of its effectsshould turn out to be ground-
less. 1f, on the other hand, their lordships
threw out this measure, and popular vioience,
which he did not expect [hear, hear’] should
unfortunately follow, he would be content-t0
bear his share in the general calamity ; but, n
eilher case, he should have this consolation,
duripg the few rentaining years he had to live,
that, in the course which he had taken, he was
actuated by no sinister motives (hear, hear,)
butaz'athe had opposed the bill because he
thought that it wad# mischievous in its tenden-
cy, aind. would be extremely dangerous to the
fabric “ef the comstitution.  (hear, hear.)
. Earl of Harrowhy,—~Had the noble earl
brought a ratiopal plan he would have secu red

more solid weight to his admini on than ! s n
g N 's administration than o .ers of England and the nobility of thy

this wild scheme counld secure hun,  “ It was 3
bold measure,” said the noble eari ; to that he
(Lord Harrowb,) agreed.  So bold a measare
ha! pever been brought forward by any states-
man in any country under Heaven. (hear,
hear.) It was said it would satisty the people.
T he sort of peopie who were sat:’sied, and the
kind of satisfaction experienced, were, he
thought, strong arguments against the mea-
sure. Restoration was boasted of. He would
however desire the noble earl to point out to
him the time when the constitution bore any
resemblance to the constitution which would be
created by the bill (Loud cheers from the oppo-
sition.) Authority, it was said, was all on the
other side. He .could quote if it were necessa-
rv the opinions of Mr. Pitt, delivered ata period
when agé had matured his experience ; he could
quote the opinions of Mr. Burke, of Mr. W ynd-
ham, of Mr. Canning. Could he mention the

names of

lents, greater knowledge of human nature, or a

more intimate acquaintance with the workings
of human society ? Mr. Fox’s historical phil-

s of the | possess
desired to have | P!
its blemishes re~

{ | creasing in

s bill, he |8

of any men_who united with greater ta-

osophy stated, that the practice of the constitu-

tion was admirable, but its theory miserably

defective.
deavouring to bring back the constitution to

that theory which the great political prototype

The noble earl was at present en-

had declared it to be so defective, and was

throwing away all the advantages of that prac-
tice which he so much admired. When Par-
liament would abdicate its functions and become

the government party—(hear, hear.)—when it

should be guided by the Northern

ssociation
the Birmingham Union and the ,

anchester

Political Institute—(Loud choerinﬁifrom the op-

' position, )—then he suppused would this people
so wretched and misgoverned, be restored 8) a
state of sound government and political happi-
ness. (Great cheering fromn the opposition.)

Then, he supposed the people would have few-

er taxes—then, as they had been often told re-

thousand other things which suggested themselves | ceontly they would havecheaper bread. Weak

and miserable delusion to say that any Govern-
ment, even under a reformed Parliament, could
reduce the taxation of the country. (Cheers
{rom the opposition.) Yes, a reformed Parlia-
ment could, and he was afraid would reduce it ;
but it_could’only reduce it by making a sacri-
fice of the faith, the honour, the credit, and the
resources of the countiy.—(Great cheering

from the opposiuon.) .
L * - - -  J

Again, wherefore the deluge of voters ’
Look at regenerated France. Her electors
were 80,000. The Democrats onlis: asked for

rance was

with a population of only 22,000,000, had only
500,000 voters. The uniformity of systemein
the present
ly less likely to succeed than the varied system
of qualification now in use. |

- - * * * *

He respected the noble earl’s talents and
trusted to the purity of his motives. He would
rather trust Earl Grey of 1831, tham, Mr,
Grey ’
concied all '{)arties by a measure on this very
question. The conservative party he would
have found ready to rally round his stancdard

fe might have stood between the living and
the dead—T he noble earl had, however lalcn,
a different course. It was with sorrow that te
stated this. He reminded Earl Grey that Mr.
Pitt had long ago warned him against joining
the radical party, the enemies alike of rank and
talent. Now did not the noble lord st:engthen
that party which be soor would have 16 risist ?
Let the radicals themseclves answer thie ues-
tion. Phey said * Give vs this much and we
will secure more.” Did noble lords believe
these radicals ? if not, what was the ground
of*their disbelief ? |

The Duke ot Sussex— * ¥ * [ think (said
the illustrious Duke) that the Noble ard learn-
ed lord, (Lord Lyndhurst,) in stating the ori-

foelings on the general subject of reform.—/
Most sincerely as he admired our happy consti- |
fution, still he did not carry his veneration so |

gin of theother, House of Parliament, laid down
his proposition fairly ; but I differ with him in
his conclusions.  The House of Cémmons, I

panacea, was, he thought, infinite-,

of 1793. He had the power to have re-.

to sesiss further encgoachments, (Hear, hear.) |

¥ TheDuke of Gloucester stated hi1s willingness to'

s [ibraries’ eqaall to'any nobleman’s, re-

ete with works ca ulated to instructthe

and form the heart.

judgment as 1} My lords; 1 value nodtity i

but education epoblesa man more than any

thing else. Increasing in knowledge, and 10~
affluence, isit not fitting that the

Ws of the people should be exte 2 I‘IE
on-this subject I regret ‘t0 be compelied to

fer from. the noble and learned lord ite,
who has stated that he himself sprung’ from the
common class—a circumstanee which does that
noble and learned lord hondr, high as his cha-
racter deservedly stands in the country. Why,
when the people have 80 greatly ancreased in

reater share of the representation; I am ata
One part of the opposition to

loss to conceive. ;
the bill, if I may use an expression.not very
courteous but rather strong, appears to, me to
be a humbug. (A laugh.) | mean the alleg-
ed apprebension that the people of this country:
are disposed to. take a leafout of the Frenc
constitution. | am sure they are too good to
do so. They wish the new measure to be con-
structed on the basis] of our ewn constitution.
They want renovation, not innovation. - How
the boroughs of this country gotinto the hands
of eertain Peers, I co not pretend to say, but I
say they have no right to them. 1 certainl

have less interest in the subject than some noble
lords,having no pretention to borough property;
suill, howevet, 1 participate in the odiam under
which the ‘aristoccacy labours in that respect.
My lords,] was exceedingly su rprised at the
cowparison which one noble lord made between

ancient ¥ rench regime. It is our duty, as thé
aristocracy of England,.to take care that the
rights of the people are not invaded, and at
the same time to guard the rights ot the crown.
If unlortunately, the present bill should not be
carried, I trust that the people will seo that
there is mueh good-will felt towards them, and
that they will wait with patierce until a similar
measure be carried, which eventually it must
be. ‘T'o your Lordships I will observe, that if
this bill should not pass, some other bill must
soon pass, and it may be one of a less favoura-
bie nature, and brought forward under less ad-
vantageous circamstances. My lords, I feel
thoroughly-convinced that my vote this night,
both as I am a member of the Royal Family,
and as | am a Peer of England, is of vital im-

stance. The noble ana learned lord opposite

as stated his apprehension that the bill would
subvert the constitution and destroy all the
benefits of the tevolution, My lords, that }
deny. One of the principles of the revolution
which placed the present family on the throne,
 was the estabiishment;of a free and full repre-
gentation of .the people. On that principle 1
take my stand. I certainly lament that other
individuals, with whom I am personally con-
nected, do not agree with me ; but I have no
doubt of the purity of their motives, As for
myself, } always was a reformer, lam a reforms
er, and | shall always be a reformer until this
bill, or some measure of equal efficiency, 18 pas-
sed. But at thesame time, | am most anxious
that the object of reform should be obtained by
constitutional means,; and that no acts of vio-
lence should be resorted to with a view to-ite
attainment. If they should, 1 shall’ certainly
feel it my duty warmly to support his Majesty’s
Government in repressing them, 1 trust there-
fore, that if this bill should unfortunately be
thrown out, the people, though firm, will be
tranquil. ‘The intelhigence of the middle clas-
ses is proved by the fact, that 191,170 news-
papers leave London for the country every
week. My Lords, under all these circumstan-
ces, I feel my bounden duty to vote for the se-
cond reading of this bill ; and in taking that
step, I conceive that [ am doing the best for
the benefit of the country. [hear, hear.]

—

give his support to a safe, moderate, and constitu-
tional reform, but would voteagainst this measure
as revolutionary and dangerous. |

The Marquss of Hastings, although he did not
appreve of all the provisions of the bill, stated his
readiness to vote for the second reading.

The Earl of Harewood believed there wasa
strong sentiment in the country in favour of reform
and it would at lenth prevail ; but there was a
great difference between such express.ons in favor
of reform and the present bill. |

Lord Barham, amidst much confusion, and loud

sons to vote in favour of the bill.

The Lord Chancellor—I have hstened with
the most profound attention to the arguments
made use.of in the five fdays of debate which
have taken place, and having heard a vast va-
riety of objections taken to the bill before your
Lordshigs, I must say—careless whetherI give
offence by the delivery of such opinion—that
though [
have heard, that I am ready to re-consider in
some instances what [ had ‘thought was fixed |
in my determination, still I cannot concar in
many of thé objections taken to the Bill; and
the result is they have left my mind altogether
uninfluenced as to thé bulk of the arguments
brought against the measure. * It I were to go
into the detaiis ol those arguments I am ‘consci-
ous J should appear tedious, and the task
wonld be superfluous, a waste of your valuable
tiir#e; and would deprive others of the valuable
opportunity of addressing your Lordships. I
shall,.therefore, begin with-addressing ‘myself
to the arguments.of a Noble Peer who conten-.
ted himself with generalizing on this subject,
and reconnoitering the Bill at.a distance, may
be said scarcely to have approached its out-
works. That. Noble Lord’s speech, il speech it
might be called, was characterised by a classi-
cal purity of dietion, and allusion, which did

mind | it will be ree v ,
rt, Have they not @s | wee proceeding t0 answer the Noble Barlupoy

wealth and knowledge, they should not have a | pose

and reiteratederies of ** Question,’’ stated his rea-

‘the noble and learned lord and the noble Duke

have been so far moved by what I}

p ,
of life—fire and light—:[héar] M
ill be. reeollested, w'u‘in,]tean frieng

bject of the Ik
;?o | ?‘w‘mm Ti¢
in reler iy note speech
I have written down “-chaage, all ch".["ﬁg
fevolution, amongst other law”—rhear ] ~
was the more surprised, because, asfar " !
law reforms went, the House as well agthe n
ble Earl was with them.  The Noble Egrf :“
asserted the changes recommended by hig M'
'fﬂy’l Government are neither neom"
by authority, or by the force of great geni o
or a master mind on the part of those who cou"
the Cabinet. As‘faras the assertion. -
that it is destitute of ancient authority | b:'o“
sav he ig mistaken, For the spirit of the v
sure comports with the opinion of a writer.aii
whom my Noble Friend must be suppoged ¢,
have no ordinary sympathy—I mead g::: sin
gular writer Swift, who satirized man under t}

F

h:|name of a being who never had an existance

In this way the noble Earl has sattized: ¢;
measure of ours unde: the aspect of a thing -
being, suggested merely by gt‘:’own im.';’,, ‘
tion. ‘T'he Dean, it will be recollected, was raz-
radical—the term was not then invented ;)
known ; he was no whig; but a staunch tbid:
land thin tory. He enumerates the whole
the absurdities in our political éystem in b
time, and expressly says, that he thinks itq).
surd that the boroogh which had then decaye
should be altogether extinguishedw—qr, a
we say in our own phrase, put in schedule 4 .
because, as he says, these decayed bomu‘g},;
represent nobod He states, in the sam.
place, that he considers it absurd that the large
towns should not be represented, although the
contained great numbers of wealthy me,{
chants, manufacturers and artizans, who by
their ingenuity, industry, and enterprize,added
materially to the streagth, wealth, and power
of the state—[hear.] If this were the language
which had been adopted in the glorious period
‘of La Hogue and of Blenheim—by Swilt, the
friend of Godolphin, and Acdison, the Fulogist
of Marlborough—what will the neble Eal
think of the light which was then broke jnop
theintelligent men amongst the party whose
tenets form his ewn political creed. But Swift
was prepared to go even further, and said, ‘|
have a great regard for the old duration of Par-
liaments when they were no looger than a
year. [loud cheers.] Allthese men of that day,
these ancient lights and authorities, which
have been in this day set down for radjcal re-
formers, The noble earl next proceeded o ip-
‘quire into who are they wha have pro the
measure ; and then, after asking if this. wasa
-great remedy, and a great cure, lamented
want of master mindg in 1% eancoction, apd of
eloquence in its defence by Ministers, a charge '
which must be peculiarly intelligible to all who
have listened with attengion. so these debates.
(hear, hear.) But to those asking these ques-
tions it was [air enough to reply, who are they
who resist the measure ? 1cannot exactly fol-
low the noble earl in all his similies, or rather
allegories, especially when he got into that of
the ship, which for want of a ateamer, I feared
he never would have got to theend of ; by
one of them vety much reminds me of the. sin-
gular assurance of that landlord, who gave you
tor dinner viands you cannot make use of, and
when Y u exclaim, “* Why do you give us guch
trash 2’ says, ¢ Really you are very hard o
please, why dont you eat what’s placed before
you ?* But this was not my Lords, a case.of
dinner to their palates, but a case of other eogks
who wanted to get into our kitchen—[Loud
laughing on the Ministerial benches.] The
whole was a case of rival cooks on different sides
of the Woolsack ; but here is the difference be-
tween us and all other cooks—that we are pre-
paring a dish which we cannot, must not even
taste, or else we break our contract, our duty
to the society of which we form a part. The
Commons might, if very lucky, taste it ; but |
would explain to my Noble Friend what are
the objects which he and others have in getting.
into our kitehen, and what they are about to do
when they get there. Iask t00,in estimating the
value of those who set themselves up to ques-
tion the merits and the weight of the opinions
of others, what are their own. merits and their
pretensions ? 1 will put 1t to. the House, are
these noble lords persons, whose objections are
such as can be expected to conciliate candid, im-
partial, and reflecting men ? There are but

who profess themselves against reform, or who,
to speak more accurately, will plead guilly to
what it appears now amounts to acharge. 1<
do credit to the noble and learned Jord’s me-
five. I believe him to be most sterling and
mcorruptible in principle and in séntiment.
'T'k.e question is one of safety in shus acling 1
a legisiative proceeding. It has been treated
as a pregbant mischiel by another noble earl,
and yet four or five mouths ago the. noble ear!
confessed himsel: {riendly to the measure.
this be the case, does it mgt authorise, il not
call on, you to pause before your lnrdsﬁipﬁ lig-
ten to this cry of alarm thus inconsistently raised
g{ a noble earl, who, on the twenty-fourth of
Aarch, 1881, is reported by a particular friend
of mine to have said, ** They have not got the
reform -question carried yet, His ' Majesty’s
Ministers appear to me entitled.to the thanks

lof the country, and Earl Grey leaves. behind

him at an immeasurable distance those wio 3
bandon their principles in this instance. They
were entitled to high praise for their conduet.”
Does the noble earl deny the fact ? Certainly,
the moble earl did mot, in this eulogy, mean !0,
characterise the Timber Bill—(a loud laugh.)
When it comesinto the lords—(loud gheers;)
preparatory to its becoming. the law of the land

- co-volers.
i xture ? Were they to take away the rights which | f3r gg not' to allow that it had its defects and | think, was raised up by the Crown,as a ba- ‘high hionour to his taste and erudition. It was . : ‘
these voters had exercised so long and 80 ‘i |, o mblies s neither had he such a strong predi- lance against the power of the aristocracy ; but | rather, however, a discourse or elegant essay ;(ﬁ%ﬁ;chg,tt:{\.e“:ie::y,’:::f:altti?a:v;: It,?)?d(j?)g;

dependently, without any - thing being proved
against them ? He would assert, that if their
lordships, in their legislative. or judicial fume-
tions, did so without hearing the parties in
their own defence, they would inflict ‘a greas
ter injury on a nation’s privileges than ever
had been -inflicted by any gneasure which ' had
passed their lordship’s house. ([bear, hear,] {The
noble and learned lord then procéeded ot sowie
time in =0 very low a tone, and with hijs face far
the most part turned towards that side of the house
. ot whnch he spoke, and not even the import of his
_ remarks could be collected below the bar, We
may hera observe, that during the remaindet of
the noble and learned Jord’s spedch, he was from

the same ;:aus%; very fmqmtly‘qhogg]ther ;;mma
rda.

lection for-things as they wereas not tg think
that improvement was desirable and might be
efiscted. W hatever abuse or ecotruption ‘had
cious practice, he was anxious to-earrect by’
safe and constitutional remedies. - ( hear, heat.)
To a reform synonymous with - the extermina-°
tion of abuses, and the restoration of the excel-
lencies of the tonstitution, he professed himself
a sincere friend (hear, hear,)and, amongst the
riglit reverend, prélates who sat on the- bench
near him, be did not believe there was a single
vrdividual . who did oot concur .with him
thatsentiment. [ Hear, hear.] He had heard
with g reat satisfaction, injthe course ot this de-
opinions. delivered by, noble lordsin

creptinto the constitution, by neglect gx by vi-1

the power of the Crown has, lor many reasons,
became much less since that period. T impute
m‘odth:e ;m;tivfs to Lr}:le x}o le lords who op-

hig bill. I certainly have party feeling,
mtmh}i‘eling: do not preven‘t)aug frbm!:%-l
specting. thase who difler from me, But, my
Jords, what is the nature of this bill ?  Your
lordships have received from the House of Com-
‘mous & bill,, which 'hg, submit to your consis
deration. In favour ¢ that bill numberless pe-
titiops bave been ;px;mntpd ; and {say, there-
fore, that the bill is in conformity with the opi-
nions of :the people. , It bas been the fashion
with:some noble lords to treat the peeple with
disréspect. - 1 cannat agree with thenoble lords
in thatwentiments . Lknow the pecple better

-

1

' tainly not an-exereitation 'which admitted of the |

on a thesis suggested by his own imagina-
tion, than' a speech on this Bill. I confess, 1
was only astonished how some of - the allusions
made in it.conld have been: introduced in. @,

h- profesded!y prepared for the debate-on

ral question de r ios~~de rerum nQuarum,
' itate of revolution—ofanarchy. - In these
respects a more lucid, torse, cluica{, or, indeed,
a more eloguent address—thoegh this was cer-

highest order of eloquence—had never proceed-
ed from the peti or the diction’ol man’s brain.
In- the whele of that essay leassumed that|
change and 1evolution’ were the subject ol in-
vestigation,and then proceeded to préleet upon

speech continues) I shall be there, {0

this Bill. ‘It 'was a'species of essay on:a gene- |

‘Billis the object of the peaple’s

Russel’s Bill the noble lord alluded to)—whes
it does come into the lords (the note ol the
b rive it oy
tiost ready and eordial opposition 1—no—8vf-
port—(shouts of laughter, and heai, hear.) If
we are asked * Who are you ? instead of
“«« What is your measure ?”’ we, e. conira, 31
well -entivled to say * Who are you who o
pose this measure,” not * What is the med
sure you oppose.” . I say, therefore, my Jords,
that looking, amengst other things, to the ge-
nerally improved state of informatiop, although
the -noble baroun (Wh_ampliﬁ'e? denies that the
ove; yeteyen bt

admits that there isagenetal and uuwer%a’.“"
for reform. T’ henoble earl (Mansfield,) whos ke
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est impeifectly hea e un- | bate, the . | |
the subject suggested by his imagination. Now on the firstnightefthedebate has givenyour rd-

dible, and- ‘at ~ oap » man ips
oe next to observe, that when called up# ['opposition {0 this bill. because they had declar:{than many of your jordships do, My situation, ;
; the Bill has no resemblance 10, 0T novhing tode ships his advice, the wisdom of which ends in 8
‘9 A ! :

derstood him
on to give his assent to a measure of reform, ot to | ed that their opposition was directed, not a-|my habiis ol life, my €0 inection with many cha-
a change, or alteration,—for reform was not ne- | gainst the principle of the bill or the general ritable institutions, an other circumstances op | With' evolution except i 8o far as it isexpressly . ‘ . '
principle of reform, ( hear, hear,) and they had | which [ do net now wish toenter minutely, give intended and ffamed to prevent it—[a laugh]. suggestjon, by which your lordships may bap-
i See second page. \

cessarily oneor the other—but in giving his as-
sent 1o eitber of these, call it by what name they | expressed their wilhngness to accede to a mea- | me the means of knowing them. I am in the| TheNobleEarl had taken objection to the whole
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