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CONVERSATION ON THE ADDRESS.
At the conglusion of the Spesch his
Majesty retired. ‘The House adjournes
and resumed at five. o’clock. The oidn
of the day having been ‘moved by Earl
Grey, the Lord Chancellor _commenced
the reading of his Majcsty’s Speech, but
he was interrupted by Lord Ellenborough,
who begged leave to remfnd the House
that it was customary, ‘previpus to the
reading of the King’s peech, to.move the
first reading of a Bill.—Earl Grey said he
was willing to comply with the usual forms
of the House ; and, in accordance with
+he Noble Lord’s suggestion, he would
move the first reading of the select Ves-
try Bill. The_select Vestry Bill being
\ben read, the King’s Speech was read,
first by
by the clerk at the table.—~The Duke of
"Norfolk rese topropose the Address ; but
in consequence of the embarassment un-
der which the Noble Duke laboured, and
the low tone in which he spoke, very ‘ew
passages of his discourse were heard. He
commenced by apologizing for the task he
had nndertakgn?unaccuatomed as he was
to address any assembly, much less such
an assembly as he had then to see before
him ; but he was anxious to avail himself
‘of the privilege, as a member of the
House, which_he had attained by the fa-
vour of their Lordships, and by an act of
justice of the legislature, to express his
high opinion of the gracious Speech his
Majesty had that day made from the throne
and which wasin accerdance with all the
sentiments of attachmerit to the cause of
civil and religious liberty, and to the best
interests of the country, which he had en-
tertained from the earliest period of his
political life. He was happy to have that
opportunity of expressing his cordial ap-
probation of the views' of his Majesty’s
present ministers, and of giving to them
his best support, as he was assureC they
were desirous to uphold the true interests
of 1hé crown and of the country. He jus-
tified the dissolution ; and thought the an-
swer of the coantry to his Majesty’s ap-

eal was decisively in favour of reform.

here was no wish for revolution—to say
so was a libel ; but the people sought the
restoration of their rights. [Hear.] The
noble Puke continued his comment on the
various topics of the speech,and conclud-
ed by moving the adoption of the address
which he held in. his hand.—Earl Mul-
grave was about to second the address,

but several noble Lords criedout that'the |

address should be’ read, while others call-
ed on the Lord Chancellor to proceed. —
The Lord Chancellor said he had not the
slightest objection to read the address,
and he disired to follow the usnal course of
their - Lordship’s proceedings; but he]
really’ did not know what to do, as one
noble Lord called out to him to read, while
another exclaimed not to read ; and he
was equally ignorant of their Lordship’s
wishes, as he was of the order of their
proceedings in this respect. Cries of
« Read read ;” * No, nc.”]—Lord Ellen-
borough said the course adopted was irre-
gular. A resolution for an address should
be moved, and a committee appointed to
prepare it.—The Earls of Shaltsbury and
Eldon spoke against adopting an address
prepared in this macner, and not by a
committee.—Earl Grey and the Lord
Chancellor were unwilling to debate an
inconsequential form.—The Lord Chan-
cellor confessed his ignorance on the sub-
ject, but he was not enlightened by the
House. He would suggest that he Slgqxld
be allowed to read the address, which
might be then submitted to a committee
for verbal amendments.—Earl Grey had
no difficulty in saying that the regular
course would have been for the noble
Duke near him to have moved that an ad-
dress be presented to his Majesty, and
then that the address should be prepared
as usual, by the committee. But the no-
ble Lords who had raised the difficulty |
could not define it. The time of their
Lordships was then unprofitably employed. |
The error and the inadvertence were mair-
ly to be attributed to him, as he had fur-
nished Lis noble friend with the form of an
address to be submitted to their Lordships
for adoption or rejection, instead ofhaving
allowed him to propose a resolution, on |
which the address would afterwards ap-
pear. He would withdraw the address, il
it could be proved that their privileges
were aflected by its formality.—Lord El-
lenborough had no doubt but that the no-
ble Earl had erred, as he declared, from
inadvertance ; but the House should. re-
collect, that was the second error of in-
advertence which the neble Earl had
commitied that evening—the first being
when he moved the reading of the speech
without the bill being first, read ; and he
thought those errors should, be watched,
lest the privileges of their lordships should |
suffer by them. Those errors of inad-
vertence were very slight, but they might
be drawn-into precedents on future ocea-
sions, and it.was fit that their lordships
should not allow their rights and privile-

{tent to the noble L.
m—:—-lmd Rolle thought the address

the Lord Chancellor, and then|g
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d Chancellor that the address be-alter-
ﬂtq@_.!ho first to the third person.—The

the noble Lo make such alter-
as an amendment might be

hould be
movedi—Lord Holland suggested an al-|

{teration ‘in the motion by the noble Duke

Himself.—Lord Farnham and Earl Eldon
oke against the referring to a commit-
tee sentiments and words adopted by their
lordships,~—The Marquis of Loadonderry,
regretting that the noble Duke ‘was not
better prompted, was called to order, and
Lord Holland observed, that nothing could
be more disorderly than a debate upon or-
der. The noble Marquis had drawn from
him that ‘remark, by carrying disorder to
its very summit. ln fact, disorder could
o no fasther than the noble Marquis had
carried it.—[ Hear, hear.] In one short
sentence he contrived to violate no less
than three distinct and positive orders.
[A langh.] He had contrived to speak on
a debate which had passed——to revive a
question of order which had been decided
~_and to transgress the decorum qf de-
bate.
The Address was at length read by the
Lord Chancellor as altered to the third
person by the Duke of Norfolk. |
" The Farl of Mulgrave, then seconded
the Address, alluding deficately to the em-
harrassment ol his noble {riend, the mover,
who had - been so long withheld from his
place in that house, debarred from the ex-
ercise of public speaking, and to whom
justice had been-done so tardily. He
was, in his opinions on civil and religious
liberty, and on the great question of Par-
ilamentary reform, along with the Noble
Duke. The friends of reform were at-
tacked as levellers, as the violators of
vested rights, and as enemies to the insti-
tutions of the country ; though it wasa
matter of public notoriety; and well known
to those who were loudest in making the
charge, that the NoBfe Duke and others
were prepared to make considerable per-

sonal sacrifices to the success ofthe mea-}

sure he was alluding to. 7Thae Noble
Lord then dissected the Speech, congra-
tulating the country on its different topics,
and on tae wise course pursued by minis-
ters in their policy foreign and domestic.
He would not believe that at this time the
barons of England would deny the vindi-
cation of those liberties soloudly called
for by the people - - His Lordship conclu-
ded by seconding the address.

The Earl of Winchglgea, rose onthe op-
position to explain his reasons for occupy-
ing the place he did, and for withdrawing
the confidence he had placed in the minis-
try. He had been willing, and was wil-
ling tosupport the ministry, not from an
union of sentiment with those who profes-
sed what are called Whig principles, ma-
nv of which he had hitherto opposed, and
should, to the last hour of his life, conti-
nuc zealously and strenuously to oppose,
from a conscientious corviction that they
were ineonsisient with the bests interests,
the security, the welfare, and the happi-
ness of the country ; but from respect to
the honesty, integrity, and consistency
which had marked the public life of the
prime minister. He didnot vaunt his sup-
porting of the least importance. The in-
fluence he possessed arose merely from
the consistency with which he supported
the views, correct or otherwise, which he,
after most careful scanning, had adopted.
He was a reformer, had been, and whsa
consistent reformer., Buat he objected to-
the bill of the ministry, and bad declared
on paper,the day after its iutroduction,his
determination to oppose it. e had
thought the differences between Whig and
Tory were at an end, by the concession
of the Test and Corporation Repeal, and
by the Ca tholic Emancipation Bills. He
had differed from the Whigs in their de-
sire to extend political liberty so far, as,
in his opinion, would canse the overthrow
of the prized equilibrium between the
three parts of the state ; in their counte-
naacing whatever tended to the separati-
on between the church and state, the
groundwork of the moral character of the

‘nation, and in this coldness towards the

upholding of those Protestant piinciples
and institutions which he considered the
foundation of our civil and religious liber-
ty, and of all the blessings we had receiv-
ed from the Almighty hand. How cculd
he, a lover of the liberty, but a deserter of
the licentiousness of the press, look calm-
ly back on the ‘attacks made within the
last few months on theProtestant religion,
and on that House by that part of the press
which professed to be minipterial 7 He
felt that he owed it to the public and pri-
vate character which he enjbyed, that he
should not be charged with inconsistency
in not adhering to a party who, under a
mask of correcting abuses, which, to.a
certain extent, he was ready to admit ex-
isted—{cheers,) and he should be ready
to give his assistance to correct them—were
trying, in the present excited state of men’s
minds,to overturnthe remaining institutions
of the country, and to introduce anarchy

es to depend on matters of inadvertance.
t was impos ible to refer to a: commitiee
what their lordships here adopted as their

e Duke of Buckingham|

and confusion in the state, and to establish
re.p‘u_b‘llcanism upon the ruins of. the con-
stitution. The government, inallowing
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upon the general principles upon which
the measure was propoesed, theNobleEarl
agreed, and tanghtsthem o hope for his
support ; but his réason for withdrawing
was because certain persons, under the
mask of reform, were aithing at a subver-
sion of. the constitution. (Cheers from
the Duke of Cumberland and other Noble
Lords.) The illustrious Duke . opposite
delivered that sentiment, and be [Earl
Grey] should be glad to knoew how he
would support it. The illustrious Duke
did not agree with the Noble Karl in
thinking auy reform at all necessary, and
by his consistent and unvarying opposition
at any time, or under any circumstances,
to extend the liberties or conurm the
rights of the people— ~
‘he Marquis of Londonderry rose to or-
der- It was not consistent with the usag-
es of that House to animedveri upon
the sentimentgof a member of their Lord-
shipe’ House, who had never expreSsed
his sentiments on the subject ‘
Farl Grey said it was quite consistent
with the doty of any Earl orany Duke, or
any Marquis, or any Viscount, or any Ba-
ron, or any member of that House, to ex-
press his opinion upon the proceediogs of
any other uoble Lord, when he confined
himself to the public conduct of that noble
Lord. lle might certaiply have been led
into rather more heat than was necessary,
when the illustrions Duke by his cheer
seemed to imply that the charge made by
the noble Earl epposite was well founded.
He regretted to hear such a charge made
against him, or those who acted with him ;
and he had treated it as he should always
treat such a charge from whatever quarier.
it might come. [Cheers.] The noble
Farl avowed himself a reformer. He un-
dertook the ministry and promoted reform,
not to subvert but to preserve the consti-
tution ; to enable that and the other House

of Parliament to support the prerogatives
of thie crown, their own privileges, and
the liberties of the country, against any
measures which could be detrimeatal to
them He was a member of the establish-
ed church and a sincere Protestant. He
believed that church the best that had ever
existed in the world. But as toits union
with the state ; the moral effects of its
precepts and example in making better
wards it, was the unpion he sapctioned.
When the church interfered in politics, it
seldom did so with advantage to itself, sel-
dom to the catuse which it-advocated, and
often to the detriment ofthe public. [Hear
hear.] Its ascendency should be owing
o its purity alone. He deprecated all re-
ligious distinctions.  As to the charge
brought against the government With re-

jt-{tits.  fie 'apologized for his w
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, but
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{o go. forth uncontradicted. [Cheers.]
Earl Grey explained, and Wdy
alterwards Lord Falmouth oq:plgmd of |
some reference to an ancester ¢ 'his,which

of Bubb nglon, but kivew not
nd the explanation
were both inaudible. '

mingle in such impor-
_ ould nd doubt engage
their Lordships. He did not think ' the]
Noble Earl was justified in his anticipat-
ing an orgamzed opposition from the per-
tinacy displayed ona point-of orderi It
was no proof of hostility to Ministers.—
They were there te do the duty they owed
their country, and not to oppose a particu=
lar set of men. They knew their country=
men—they wanted ounly the truth set be-
fore them—away then with altercation !
“T'he Noble }.arl opposite had said it was
conservative to take away from that House
certain power which they ought not to
have. Now, the quarrel which he had
with the Noble Earl, in common- with all
those who opposed the measure, was, that
having taken away from that House, and
given to the people, the latter would be-
come 100 strong for the balance of the
c¢onstitution. (Cheers.) Ia the elections
the reparts circulated by the government
as to the pgrsonal wishes of the King had
a most decided effect. lIn answer to the
‘Fories canvassing their tenants or neigh-
bours they were told. ‘¢ Weare for the
King and the bill.%, With . regard to the
bill, their Lordships were most awkward-
ly circumstanced, and he trusted coolness
and decision would characterise their con-
duct. It was said of the bill that it would
be dangerous to reject it, and that the pro-
perty of their Lordships would be endang-.
ed. ~ I{so, the properity ofthe whole coun-
try was subject to the same fatality. But
hethe Noble Lora would sooner forfeit
his dignity than vote for a measuse which
his conscience told him would endanger
the rights of the King aud the ccnstitution
of his country.

The Marquis of Lansdown, after all he
had heard of the impolicy: of the late
dissolution of Parliament, did not shrink
from avowing himself one of the ad-
visers of that measure —(hear)—auod there
never was a measure more necessary to
the weal of the country, and the sense of
the people responded to his convigtion.
[Cheers.] And if any justification was
required, he would only solicit their Lord-
ships’ attention to the result of the late e-
lections.  Montesquieu had panegyrised
the institutions of this country ; the con-
templated reform would make the ptmwegy-q
fic true. Out of the difficuities, stated by
the Noble Lord, into which the House was
plunged, they had no way but one, and
that way was, the temperate and conscienti-
ous discharge of their duty in applying
themselves to the impartial consideration
of the bill. If even at the eleventh hour
he should see danger in the proposed
change, he declared solemnly to God that
he would come forward and declare him-
se!f in the wrong, and join with the No-
ble Lords opposite in conspiring to defeat
the bill. ~

The Marquis of Londonderry complain-

sonalities -alread
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spect to a political delinquent in Ireland,
such was the singularity of that individu-
al’s case, that the law authorities of the
crown, both in this eountry and in Ire-
land, were of opinion that the act had ex-
pired with the dissolution of Parliament,
and that consequently the judgment con-
fessed by him could not be. enforced.

There were decisions of the judges here

to that effect : on those decisions the Irish.
government had acted, and he could as-
sure the noble Lord, that any remission
of the law, as respected the individual,
had never been even contemplated by
the present administration. There wus
no dissentient voice as totheir conduct in
foreign affairs; and as.lo reform, such was
the londwewand, and such the general
feeling of the times in which we lived, that
if through ary opposition which it shvuld
meet in, this or the other House, the mea-
sure of reform were deniedto that call and
that feeling, the consequences would most
probably be such as neither he nor the
other noble Lords would have the courage
to contemplate. [mear, hear.]

The Earl of Winchelsea stated that a
member of government had sanctioned the
toast of ¢ T'he sovereignty of the people,
the only legitimate principle of govern-
ment.” Another had drank to the * Ia-
beral clergy of Kngland,” where that
toast was followed by the ** Dissenters of
England.”” Ifthe colleagues of the no-
ble Earl avowed suchidanguage, his fears
were justiiied. |

Earl Grey complained of this attack,
which he felt more sensibly than if levell-
ed at himself. The toast at an election
dinner, to which the noble Earl had re-
ferred, was not correctly stated ; and the
corrected toast, * the people, from whom
all sovereignty was gathered,” was the
principle “of* the Revolution of 1688,
‘There was no ene who more objected even
to this toast than the individual to whom
the noble Earl referred.

The Duke of Cumberland had not the
slightest objection to - the address, but he
had been charged by the noble Earl with
being always adverse to the liberties of the
people. _In the face of their Lordships he,
repelled the charge. - No one would more
strenuously fight for the hiberties of the
eople than he would. He challenged the
noble Earl to point out one act of hostility
to these liberties in his public conduct for

bellion, had forfeited his confidence. He
was once a Protestant Tory of this coun-’1

the last thirty years. mHe sought ouly the
preservation of tﬁhe..juat equilibrium be-

e Hear,” from the opposition | Though

ed of the dissolution, of the iuterference
in the elections in Ireland, of the state of|
our foreign relations, and expressed his
disapproval of the whole conduct of minis-
ters.

The Lord Chancellor said, although he
had been alluded to from the earliest peri-
od of the discussion tiil the conclusion of
the Speech of the Noble Earl (Mansfield)
he had hitherto abstained from offering
himself to their lordships’ notice, because
he preferred rather to grapple with the
important parts of the subject than to en-
gage in controversy on matters of aper-

~———

to the speech of the Noble Earl, he found
it impossible any longer to refrain from
stating something for the candid consider-
ation of the House and of the Noble Earl
himself, with respect tc some points as to
which the Noble- Earl—he must forgive
him for saying so—had shown himself to
be partly ignorant and partly forgetful —-
The speech of the Noble Earl had evi-
dently undergone some preparation, FHe
'was pleased to meet an udversary who
had buckled on his ‘armour for the fight,
and come ioto the field with his lions gird-
edup. When he heardthe incorrect state-
ments of the three Noble Lords, he e¢ould
not help asking—how could confidence
be placed in any history when three con-
temporary historians were so lamémahly‘
defective in every maternal circumstance
of ascene which passed no longer ago
than Friday, the 22d of April iast?  The
Noble Lords had charged him with having
stated as a ground for the disgolution of
Parliament a vote of the House of Com-
mons of Thursday, the 21Ist of April. If
he did make that siatement, he must have
been the veriest idiot that ever yet rose to
address a public assembly : for. a debate
had raged in the House of Commons on
‘the subject of the expected dissolution of
T.Par-hamgnt for five hours hefore the vote
in question occurred. Did he not know
that he had previously adyised the King to
dissolve the Parliament ? Was not the fact
known to half a dozen people in that room
had he not ' issued orders for preparing a
.commission the night before, it being ve-
ry much on the cards that Parliament
would 'be dissolved that evening ? He
‘would tell the house what He had said. —

he was not bound to do so, yet he would
‘adopt the report of his observations wh?ch
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ymiissiion,” said the noble and learn,,
M‘;iu.,‘hlﬂ the honour to held the f;,
seat in this assembly. I will be '?ut:;
as every man ia the House has a righ ,
be treated, and not be assailed, “g for
is attempted, for.the purpose of interryy
E | cries of “ read,” whi

doors.” [mear, hear.] The no
learned Jord .'»h‘ﬂ lﬂOk thﬁ{print.d report
and read as follows :—¢ I never until -’
not lho ti‘h i

dissolve Parliament when he saw fit
more pmic-htly when the House of Com.

‘mons ‘have considered edpmp" {0 take

d ‘s 1 3] .Plld~ .‘et’ of
refusing the supplies.”™ HE was sure th,
any twelve men who read those words, an,
who were acquainted with the circum;g.n,
ces under which they were spoken, woy)4
put the same construction upon it that h,
did. It mattered little whether in techy;
cal terms the House of Commons tefu“é
the supplies, or whether they adjourpeg
without discussing them. The effect yp,
the same. 1f a man want to borrow .
ney {rom another, it was: the same to iy,
. whether the latter shut the door in hig fye,
and told him he would lend none, or wj,.
ther, without saying a word, he walkeg
away, adjourned himself, and left };
friend tc look at the walls instead of g,
cash. ,[A laugh.] It had been his ¢op.
stant endeavour.on all occasions to trey
all men, be they his  superiors, as the;
lordships were, or his inferiors, if he by
any, or his equals; with thie courtesy wh;)
one gentleman, or he would rather -
man of right feeling, owed to another
'The story which the noble historiang had
related was untrue from beginning to eng
After the character which he had jugi
 given of himself, their lordships might be
snrprised at his using those words, [A
laugh.] ne, however, did not mean then
in an offensive sense. It had been g
that he threw his hat on the woolsack
and flounced out of the House in an un-
becoming manner, al a time when le
well knew that the King was no nearer
to the nouse until he received a posi
tive order from the King, communicafed
to him by the Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod in these words—‘ The King
doth command the Lord Chancellor i
stantly to give his,attendance upon his
Majesty, who waits at the bottom of the
staircase.”” It appeared to him that the
only person who'had any right to be o.
fended on that occasion was the Geptle-
man Usher of the Black Rod, who,'ﬁading
him slow to obey the summous, pulled him
with his usual courtesy, by the aleeve._’
[laughter]——and added, ‘ Did you hear
what I said ?
is at the bottom ofthe staircase.” Where.
upon he ran, or rather walked as swiﬂiy
' M 5, Majesty. Ho
now came to the subject of the illumins-
tion, and the noble Marquis’s domestic
calamity, the recollection of “which the
noble Marquis seemed delighted to cher-
ish. With respect to the handbill, which
it. was said, had been issued by the Lord
Mayor, no man now charged the Lord
Mayor with being the author of that bil,
for the paper which bad published the
bill had been prosecuted in a court of lav,
and it was found that no such bill had
been issued. Still it was lodged in the
minds of men that f1ere was something in
it. It had been said, that tne illumination
might have been prevented by sending fo
the Lord Mayor and counselling bim
Asthe Lord Mayor had taken upon him
self to counsel the late admimstration,
the present administration were to counsel
the Lord Mayer to put his head into a
nest of hornets.  [itlear.] Prevent the
illumination !—Repress the demonstratioa
of popular feeling !—Bridle the joy with
which all London was exulting !—Chaw
down the minds| of 600,000 or 700,000 of
his fellow-citizens, by throwing a little of
the Home Office dust in their eyes!

hazc certamina tanta
Pulveris exigul jactu compressa quessa guiescent

ne (the Lord Chancellor) knew, indeed,
the effect of popular feeling on this head,
and he suffered from it ; for missiles vere
Do respectors of persons—they swole
Whig as well as Tory. mne remerhbered
when a certain bill; after sixty-four days
debate, was laid aside, there wasa [er-
ment in the public mind, which led toar

(illumination, and he (the Lord Chancel

lor,) from no disinclination to show a re
spect .for that deeply injured and perse-
cuted individual, and from no-desire (
conceal his unbouaded joy at the great i
umph of justice, but by accident, forgot 10
illuminate, and be was pclted, and his house
was pelted. Who were his Majesty’s mi-
nisters in those days ? Men with whom
he had no connexion, nor bis noble friends.
Did they send to counsel the magistrate?
to tell the people not to put up lights’

their duty better than to think of such no?
sense. They had a right to prevent ?
breach ofthe peace, but they had no right!
tell the people that they were not to lestf
their joy. He would, merely call the at-
tention of the House to the awful situation
m which the legislature was now standing.
Every man’s mind told'him that he allud-
ed to the authority of that mouse, 10 the
fundameantal constitution of either #oU¥
of Parliament, and now when a great ¢¥
citement existed out of doors, and a ¥
hement. desire of an. unanimous Peop'e
expressed with one shout . of acclaim ™
fuvour ofthe measure, unhappily, the ”
ther “House ' was much divided up®°
the subject, and though their Lordsbip®
were only the virtnal representative
of the people, like the House of Commons
they  were divided. amongst themselves:

‘he had never seen before. '[A cry of
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