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the government, with regard to this measu 
was of sich a character. It had been stated 

truly by his noble friend that this was not a 
new ep . It had been discussed at inter 

vals 
peared to him worthy of remark that, when it] 

The marquis of Londonderry said he was 

anxious to claim their lordship’s attention at 

‘that moment in consequencce of the personal 

"ham, 

attack which had been made uponhim by the no- 

ble marquis—an attack at which he was much 

surprised, as he was not concious of having ever 

given the noble rg 1 any personal offence. 

The marquis of Lansdowne begged to dis- 

claim all intention of offering the Noble Mar- 

quis any personal offence. 
The marquis of Londonderry, after declar- 

ing himself perfectly satisfied with the noble 

gis's - pation, proceeded to say. that 

he did not think the noble marquis had 
answer- 

«d one single argument of the many wh
ich had 

been so ably urged by the noble earl near him 

on the preceding evening. The noble marquis 

had launched forth into that declamation in 

which be so highly excelled ; but he would tell 

the noble marquis what was the difference 
be- 

tween his declamation and the arguments of | ™. ; : ht ii: pagel 
£ minds, which rendered it impossible that it ev- 

thenoble earl. The ‘speech of the noble earl 

bad torn the Bill to pieces ; and the noble mar- 

quis, with all his great power of declamation, 

bad not been able to re-establish it in any one 

part. For himself he considered that the bill 

was umjust, unconstitutional, and unprincipl
ed; 

and he would tell their lordships why. He 

considered it was unjust because it robbed la
rge 

classes of the people of their vested rights; he 

considered it was unconstitutional because it 

subverted all the great nstitations of 
the coun- 

"try : and he considered it unprincipled becduse,
 

if noble lords would look to what took place in 

another house, they would see that 
the Go- 

yernment had departed, in the progress of the 

measure, from every principle on which they 

set forward, and had shifted their ground as 

often and in all ways which they tho
ught like- 

iv to keep them in power, He also accused the 

inigters of partiality in the details of the
 bill ; 

and begged particularly to call their lordships 

attention to the cases of the counti
es of Dur- 

Northumberland, and Cumberland. 

There was another point in reterence to that 

rt of the north in which he bad some in
terest 

to which in consequence of the absence of his 

noble friend [Durham], he felt some diffic
ulty 

in adverting ; but he feitso strongly upon the 

subject that he could not pass it overaltog
ether 

in silence. Healluded to the case of the [ree- 

men of Durham, and wished their lordships to 

observe the extreme hardship which had
 been 

there inflicted on a large body of men. He did 

not believe the Reformers would be satisfied 

with this bill, extensive as was the change it 

would effect. The noble earl must feel that 

universal suffrage and the vote b
y bailot were 

behind it,and that they would inevitably f
ollow. 

Earl Grey—No, no. v 

The Marquis of Lonlonderry maintained, 

notwithstanding the disclaimer of the noble 

earl, that the people would not be satisiied 

with this Bill. The Reformers having estao- 

Jished the first parallel, never would be satis- 

fied until they had carried the place. Asan 

Irishman he felt most strongly respecting the 

dreadful evils which must ensue from this mea- 

sure. Ireland, directed as it unfortunately was, 

by a single organ, would not be content with 

the Reform Bill. It would be merely regarded 

as a step towards a repeal of the Union ; and 

he was perfectly well persuaded that if the Bill 

essed it would have the effect of delivering up 

freland to the Roman Catholics, and so de- 

stroying the Protestant interests in that coun- 

try, and the Protestant Church. [hear, hear.] 

As nearly as he could judge from calculation of 

the numbers and dispositions of the ten pound | 

voters in Ireland, there would be severty two 

members of the House of Commons, out of the 

members allowed by the new arrangement, 

hostile to Protestant interests and the Protest- 

ant Church, and eager to promote a repeal of 

the Union. (hear, hear.) He protested against 

the recent elevations to their Lordship’s House, 

as in one sense unconstitutional. He consid- 

ered it unjust and improper and unconstitution- 

al that any man should be allowed an opportu- 

nity of giving two votes upon the same qucs- 

tion in different places. He hoped the noble 

earl at the head of the Government, would yet | 

return to those noble sentiments he had once 

expressed, that he would redeem his pledge of
 

standing by his order—that, though late, he 

would adopt that line of policy which would 

carry the country through its dangers—and 

that he would abandon a measure which he 

ought never to have brought forward. He al- 

e0 hoped that no further attempts would be 

made to use the Sovereign’s name to promote 

a measure destructive of the Constitution. Tt 

was most improper and most inlecorous to lay || 

together the name of the Sovereign and the | 

sovereignty ot the people. (hear.) He piotest- 

ed against it as most unconstitutional. He 

likewise protested against the style and nature 

of the appeal which the noble earl had made to 

the Right Reverend Bench. - Did the noble 

earl dare to suppose that Right Reverend 

Bench was not guided and actuated by 

feelings of honor ? [hear.] It was a most un- 

constitutional proceeding. Why should any 

Peer doubt that the courage and consistency 

and honour of that Right Reverend Bench was 

as high and enduring as his own ? hear.) 

He would not trouble their Lordships with anv 

farther observations ? He was glad that he 

had risen to declare his intention to oppose the 

Bill; and he was happy in being able to record 

his humble prayer to the noble earl at the head 

of the government to reconsider the subject uo- 

der discussion, and pause before he larther at- 

tempted to urge their Lordships to a step 

which could not be recalled. (hear.) 
The Earl of Haddington and Lord Goderich 

rose together, and the calls upon each of the 

noble lords from their respective friends con- 

tinued for some time, and it was moved: that 

cach be heard. | 

The Duke of Richmond rose to order. He 
believed that it was usual for their Lordships 

to hear both sides of any question upon which 

they undertook to decide ; and as they had just 
heard one speech against the measure, he 

thought their Lordships in justice would now 
Jisten to one of its supporters. 
The Ear! of Haddington having given way, 

Lord Goderich rose, and said that through- 

out the many incidental discussions which had 
arisen this important question he had gtu- 

dionsly avoided troubling their Lordships. But 

if he had the feelingsof a man, and was worthy 

of the honor of sitting in their Lordship’s 
H it was impossibie for him to sit silent 

alier Foo charge which had been adduced
 a- 

guipst the Members of His Majesty’s Govern- 

4, as the authors of the measure then under 

andy by a Noble Friend of his, in the end 

of his Speech on the previous night, in which 
they were accused of having committed a

 crime, | 

the penalty of which would have to be incur- 

red their political opponents. If he were 

capable of any aet- which justly exposed 
him to 

such an accusation he should be ashamed to
 

shew his face before their Lordships 
or hefore 

his country ; an 

was first proposed for discussion to the House 

of Commons, with how little of disfavour it 

was received, and that, too, in a House of Com- 

mons not such as might have been supposed 

likely to have received favourably any thing 

in the shape of dangerous innovation, The 

{course of events towards the close of the last 

| century had ‘heen calculated" to fill the minds 
of all men with distrust of change ; andi he 

for one had been living at that time, and ina 

condition to take part in political affairs, he 

could not have brought himself to support any 
‘proposition of that nature. But althoagh time 
{and circumstances might suspend the conside- 
ration of the question, he was convinced it was 
one of such a nature that slthough it mght 
slumber for a time it could never sleep; or that, 

if it stould sometimes b2 even wtapt in sleep, 

yet that there was something in the constitu- 

ton of society, and in the character of men’s 

er should remain at rest and be forgotten. Du- 

ring the course of the last war events thickened 

upon each other calculated to produge a desire 

on the part of the people to have a change in 
‘the representation. The very duration of that 

war, and the almost miraculous'chapges which 

it created in the state of society, produced a 

state of things which in many respects might 

be called unnatural. In the midst of that long 

career of glories added to British fame, fiom— 

[we did not hear the first victory]—to Trafal- 

gar, and he would add from Blenheim to Wa- 

terloo, changes of a most extraordinary nature 

had been going on in society. In the midst of 

much apparent and also of much real prosperis 

ty there had been great reverses ; whole inter- 

osts had been destroyed, or had given place to’ 

others which had grown up ; and from time 
to time property of every description had been 
liable to fluctuations, which never occurred 

without bringing much of loss and ruin in their 

train. Scarcely an interest, commercial or ma- 

nufacturing, in the country, but had partaken 

lof the most alarming, sudden, and frequently 

ruining periods of depression. What was the 

effect of all this 2° He would not say that it 
was a just or a reasonable inference to draw 
{rom such premises, but it was nevertheless 

unquestionably true, that the people had more 

{er less come to the conclusion that ail the dis- 
tress and difficulty which they had suffered was 
to be attributed to the false and vicious consti- 
tution of the House of Commons. He was not 

one.of those who joined in that helief. (cheers.) 

He was not a sunporter of the measure before 

i
t
,
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af madent there \vas | sl 
at the head of the Government, whose son sal. friend 

said, Yet land, and ‘subsequently the 

thei ‘high and importan 0 2 t duties. Undoubte- 

a grape the sons of peers into the 

other house of parliament was an admirable 

and nd oat’ practice in the constitution. 

ring the last 70 , and it ap-1'1 ere there initiated in the forms of pab- 

oy he $0, or 70 yemty, ane resi ail by mixing freely with their 

'superinrs and inferiors, encountered that sort of 

footing which ‘rubbed off the rust that other- 

wise must adhere to them from
 thre retired ha- 

bits 6f their station.! But should he be t
old that 

the nomination system was necess
ary to pro- 

ples'eould he mention then, 
and in al foriper 

times; where the counties of England
 were re- 

resented by the eldest sons of peers ? A
t nis 

. 4 the case of the ole! fora 

for the county: of Northumberland, 
a county 

for which his noble I(riend himself had also the 

Bonour to sit, until his political principles lost 

him the pe; He of the (ree
holders. Besides 

Northumberland there were the counties of 
| 

Derby, Lincoln ; and indeed.| were founded upon t 
York, Lancaster, : di 

he might go through tke whole list o
f the copn- 

ties of England, and state that they had all 

been represented at some time or other b 
“he 

sons of peers, Long, he trusted, would his 

continue to he the case ; and how honorabl
e 

and useful must such a connection betw
een the 

peerage and the people be, compared 
with snea- 

king into parliament through a pominatio
n bo- 

rough [hear, hear,] or compared with t
he still 

dirtier avenue of 5,0001. By a county election 

the benefits arising from contact and iater- 

course with the people, through a spirited con
- 

test upon that noble arena, answered 
both par- 

tics. and it was there that the finest’ public 

qualities wre often first called into action and 

appreciated, It was hy scenes of that desc
ription 

that each class of society was taug
ht to know 

the value of the other, and to be sensibl
e of the 

utual benefits they interchanged. He never 

Soul) form such an opinion of thejgo
od sense, 

the feeling, 
Wingland as to believe that they would not con-

 

tinue under the bifi before the house to choose 

the sons of peers for their representativ
es. But 

what would be said to Scotland ; In Scotland 

where the system of representation wa
s 80 ex- 

tolled for having produced the happiest results
, 

and made its people the happiest 
and most con- 

tented in the world—in Scotland the eldes
t son 

of a peer could not sit for a county in parfia- 

ment ; the law disqualified him. He thought 

such a state of the law bad, and it was one of 

the objects of this bill, to correct it; so that 

hete they should have a wide door openedg to 

the connections of the peerage into the ‘house 

of Commons by the bill. Butt did more: it also 

opened an addin »nal number of members 
tothe 

counties through which they woul | fetain t8eir 

connection with the electms, witho! 

its good. (cheers.) 

that Constitution, a iibel upon the generations 

whovhad lived and prospered under it, were he 

to do so. [cheers,] But he would sav that it! 

| was not to 

saw themselves living undei a system b 

they were now elevated beyond a reasonable 

prosperity, and now reversed to a state ol suf- 

(ering almost too great to be endured, and who 

sat thai system maintained by the House of 

Commons, should be disposed to attribute 
such . results to the constitution of that House. 

Under these circumstances, he contended that 

true policy demanded of them that they 

should concede something to those who feit 

so strongly that a change was necessar 

to their good, even if the accuracy of suc 

opinion could not be clearly sustained.— 

But during the penod to ‘which he had alluded 
had nothing occurred calculated to give force: 

| to those impressions on the part of the people ? 

| No one could be blind to the fact that dunng 

| that time a practite had grown up, or at least 

very greatly increased, as well in its {requency 

as in the open and undistmguished manner of 

its operation, which was not known in the ear- 

lier times of the constitution-he meant the prac- 

tice of buying and selling seats in Pailiament. 

was first publicly noticed by Lord Chesterfield, 

and although perhaps it had been in existence 

before, yet then aud even since, nntil very re- 

cently, it had beén carried on under the decent 

veil of mystery. Now, however, it had come 

to be openly declared notorious as the gun at 

| noon-day, and he had heard it in that ‘House, 

‘aud he knew 1t had been 80 in another —he had 

| heard it lauded as necessary to the preserva- 

tion of the interests of the Peerage and the ba- 

lance of the Constitution.—( Hear, lear.)— 

| These facts were known to the people, who at 

the same time knew that the practice so lauded 

| was = violation of the laws of the land. The 

eople of England were not foels, and it was 

| impossible to make them reconcile it to then 

minds that that which the law denounced as a 

crime should be recommended to their practice 

| as a virtue. hear, hear.) With a system of 
| 

| representation in which the law and the prac- 

tice contradicted each other it was not wonder- 

"ful that the people of England found it impos-| 

sible to dissociate in their minds that anomaly 

' and the existence of nomination boroughs. But 

they hal heard 1t said that the existence of 

| sone such access to parliament was necessary, 

‘and that without it it was impossible the ma- 

chine of government should goon. Now fa had 

| never heard it pointed out by those who made 

' such an objection, upon what principle any par- 

ticular borough were to be selected for the 

‘purpose of returning the ministers of the 

"Crown. Itwas evident that any such selec- 

tion must be an act of injustice to those who 

/ 

minishing or palliatifig discontent, he believ- 

ed 1t would be the surest mode of propagating 

it to all eternity. His noble friend opposite had | 

not only objected to the measure that it had no 

| principle, but also'to the principle upon which 

he afterwards said thatit was founded. He 

had said that the principle of population hav- 

ing beef} acknowledged they would be compel- 

led to go to the full extent of that principle ; 

‘aud then that the measure was defective and 

‘would prove unsatis‘actory. He algo under- 

stood his noble friend to have said that they 

ought to have taken alimitéd principle of po- 

their Lordships because he thought the consti-} 

| tution of this Country incapable of working for mob popu
lar 

It would be a libel upon lever see the heirs : 

| gignd wo degenerate as that. [cheers. | But it 

| "ova Gaid (that in the towns they had created a 

ue wondered at that a peop poy t L bglitae ney nane would hina thieil way I! 

should be disfranchised, and, so far from di-|p 

2s it had been said they must do, to seek “for 
itv. God forbid that he should 

.pparent of the pecs of "Ep- 

franchise, and that with such a eon- ten-pound 
nig the 

\ ~ Void oy . 
kd 

Le AF Commons but persons avho had spent 
| “4 . - : : 3 

their ivesin obtaining popularity amongst that 

class. “Ag this was only conjecture he had only 

conjecture to oppose it ; and upon the strength 

of all former experience he denied that any 

sucl results were likely to follow the adoption 

of this bill. Experience proved that large 5o- 

dies of voters were ready to elect a bank director 

an East Ind:a director, or any other gentleman 

who offered himself to them with the recom- 

‘mendation of wealth, talent or character. 

When he saw Hull, Liverpool, Newcastl~, 

Bristol, and other plaees, with large constigtu- 

encies, returning members who were strangers 

to them except by their principles and talent, 

he saw. nothing that should prevent them do- 

ing the same hereafter. Inthe course of the 

debate their Lordships had frequently been je- 

(edfed to the French Revolution—he did fot 

mean the last, but that which had been accom- 

panied by so many horrors. 

‘site had said that he hoped that his noble 

friend at the head of the Government was hot 

‘na to be the Necker of this country. "He 
hear, hear.] He believed that this practice | MDE 

believed that his noble friend had no such:n- 

Lentian. Ne : 
ted the evils of the French Revolution to the 

acte.o! M. Necker that they overlooked the his-| 

tury of France. (hear, hear.) In France tigre 

wag a.corrupt Court, and a degraded Peerage 

—degraled as much by their conduct as “by 

the exclusive privileges they possessed — (hear, 

hear)—and he might add, almost with st jet 

truth, an enslaved people. These were: he 

causes which led to those lamentable and figal 

events which covered the land with mourning, 

which desolated Furope, and which prodaced 

evils from which, he feared, the world would 

never entirely recover. (cheers.) If they wish- 

ed 10 trace those evils to their sources and fyiin- 

dations, they must look for them in that styte 

of society which he had described, or they 

figlt be drawn into acts the consequencg of 

trieve ¢ while, on the contrary, by looking 

steadily at the landmarks of experieiice and fis- 

tory, they would be found beacons to gutde 

them on their, way, and to lead them eventual- 

lv into the port of safety. A) : 

tresitass upon thejr lordahips with one word as 

advocating this measure of reform, some noble 

lords could boast that they made a sacrifice of | 

great personal influence and power. 

teifher the one nor the other. 

a sacrifice, however, to the cause of reform of 

many preconceived opinions, of many personal 

redilections, of many highly cherished and 

highly valued attachments—sacrifices which 

he eonld not have made had he not been sup- 

ported by the consciousness of honest inten- 

tions, and guided by a determination that no 

personal considerations should be allowed any 

‘weight in his mind when opposed to the sub- 

stantial interests of the country. (hear, hear.) | 

'T'he Farl of Haddington rejoiced that he had 

heen preceded by his noble friend, to whom he 

gave full credit for the principles by which he 

professed to have been guided in the change of 

opinion hé had undergone ; and their lordships 

wonuil believe him when he said that he was 

a —————— w
e S—— 

and thé gratitude of the peoplé of sition he denied. 

A noble lord .gp-) 

‘But he would tell these who attripu- |p 

whieh they also should never be able toJe- it of 
| the exact proportion’ of their number they 

| would not have as good a right as the voters of 

And now he wonld | would bein the right. ) 

| swei them, but Lod John Russell could not. 

to hiimself, regretting deeply that Le had to | ‘i he bill presented a rule-ot-threc question with 

‘trouble them with a subject 80 unworthy. ol 

He had | astonished at our readiness to abandon a eon- 

He had made | stitution hitherto the object of their admiration 

- RG p— 

ch a measure ; but the reform 

and the only reform in whi
ch they could acqul 

must be a reform founded
 upon the known 

Drinciples of the Constit
ution. This Was no 

new ground, POT Was it ground taken 1n that 

debate for the first time. 
But upon the gene- 

ral theoretical prifigiples of reform he
 and all 

those who would vote wit
h him on the preaent 

occasion, adhered strictly to
 their former opin- 

He was now as much dispo- 
ions. (cheers.) 

: 

sed dhyiiut to contend, and his no
ble friend, 

he had 
unless he relinquished “every opinion 

formerly maintained, must admit, that any 

change of the institutions of thi
s country found- 

ed upon general theoretic pr
inciples, would he 

pregnant with danger. “(cheers.) -His noble 

friend said that the revolatioD of 1688, the 

friendly to su 

Upon with Ireland, were facts whic
h went to 

prove the power of thé constitution of the coun- 

try to adopt itself’ to circumstances. Bat 1t 

might be, he observed, that all 
these changes 

he principles of the Consti- 

tution. A noble friend of his last night
 quoted 

a passage from the writings of L
ord Bacon, to 

show that the object ought always to be to 

secure as much of permanence as p
ossible in 1n- 

stitutions founded upon popuiar 
consent ; and 

he then proceeded to contend that 
permanency 

in our present ifstitutions was impos
sible, be- 

cause the popular consent failed. But the no- 

ble lord did not say that it was necessary to 

make this particular change. 'T'he noble Lord 

asserted that Birmingham had gro
wn greatly 

in wealth and importance, and that it was 

therefore necessary to give representatives to 

Birmingham. This he heheved to be true. 

But wher the noble lord added that this was 

the whole question, he denied that it was so ; 

for the noble lord himself said furthe
r, that the 

whole country having grown in wealth and
 in- 

tolligence, it was therefore necessary 10 new- 

model the whole representation. This propo- 

Could 1t be contended that 

because great masses of wealth and popula
tion 

had been accumulated in particular places
 that 

it was necessary to introduce a Bill, founded 

upon the principle of disfranchisement ? But 

disfranchisement was the principle of this Bill. 

‘The Bill began with dis(ranchisement, and 

then the grant of new rights followed. Was it 

necessary because Birmingham had become a 

great town to new-model the whole represe
nt- 

ation of the county of Warwick ? Was it neces- 

sary on thisaccount to tra mple upon the char
ter- 

ed rights of the freeinen throughout Englan
d ? 

His noble friend, whose health he rejoiced to 

find bad permitted Linn to come there to defend 

the institution of the country—aud he sincerel
y 

wished that the state of his health would allo
w 

him to take a more frequent part in their de- 

Liherations, and that share to which his talents 

{ so well entitled him in the managemen
t of public 

ffairg—the noble earl [Hiarrowby] had said in 

hws admirable apeech, and justly said, that po- 

| pulation was the only principle of the bill. His 

nobis friend who spoke last said, on the contra- 

rv, that the bill proceeded upon other princi- 

pies-than that of population. 'T"his he doubted, 

or at least he wounld say, thatil other princi- 

les had been taken as their guide they had 

widely departed from them. He found that 

additional members were given to counties 

which did not pay assessed taxes equal in a- 

mount to other counties to which the same ad- 

vantage was not given. Ie found also that 

some of the boroughs which were inserte
d in 

schedule A paid a greater amount of assessed
 

taxes than others which were in schedule B. 

If this were so, what, he begged leave to ask, 

became of property as a pririciple of the bill ? 

[{a population of 4,000 entitled a place to two 

members, and a population of 2,000 to one 

member, there would not long be wanting per- 

sons to tell them that a place of 150,000 inha- 

hitants ought to have more than two members, 

and a place of 10,000 inhabitants more than 

one. He was told that this principle was mak- 

ing very active progress among the philisophi
e 

inquirers of Birmingham and elsewhere, and it 

was evidently a principle which could only be 

satisfied by the division of the Country into e- 

lectoral districts. His noble (riend bad said 

that this was the pure abstract theory of po- 

alatios. ‘I'henoble ear! had notsaid so. He 

said that they took the number of the people as 

a basis, and warned them that others
 would a- 

{ dapt the pure abstract theory cf population. 

He held in his hand a very able performance, 

in which the author expressed his amazem
ent 

that such a plap as the present shonld have 

been introduced. He said that the question of 

reforny was not now of disfranchising some bo- 

roughs and giving the right of representation to 

others, but that it was a question ol compari- 

sion between British and American system of 

representation. He said that the question was 

not whether forty-seven ptaces should have 

| game one and some two members, but whether 

when numbers were once adopted asa rule, 

the people would be contented to stop there: 

| He could not say that if the people should be 

| disposed to claim the right of representation in 

an enfranchised borough. 'I'hen he said that 

those who had the rule of three on their side 
Mr. Canning could an- 

a blundering method of working. The whole 

cor.tinent of Europe was looking upon our con- 
duct with wonder and amazement. They were 

—10 renounce institutions under which we 
had attained to the highest pinnacle of great- 
ness and glory—to forsake the institutions 

| application to his noble friends on the | 

- 
- - a 

were to be added to all the other bripeyy, jects previously in existence. They th 

lated all the F slr ig of justice hy 4 
the children of freedom of their corporate 
What had the present generation of py 
done that their children should be 4, "eein 

their rights”? What had the ten-pounir 
CU 0 

that they shonld be preferred to the e18 dop,. 

ders ? He objected to the principle of go" 

chisement. If the freemen were corp, 18frap. 

medy for this might have been foung Pa re. 

any violation of right. ‘This was a ver thoy 

ous thing. He had never maintaineg 0d ver. 

litical trusts were to be considered the at px 

| private property. Those who attempte] 
it ag 

irrhis opinion, to maintain an ultra opi, ou 
an untenable position. But the political 1." 

being mixed with political rights, 
whieh truy 

value to social position, an
d in many a Rave 

ded value “to property with “political 8 al. 

which could be maintained in a court
 of Bl 

€ sub. 
y Vin. 

Privin, 

€ right, 

it followed that in withdrawing the trygq 

| com ted an unnecessary violation of a 

|rightg "Uhis doctrine was laid down j, i. i )e 

ther place by a right” honorable baronet (4: 

| R. Peel] and he remembered having beep a 
struck by his argument upon 

this part of och 

subject. ‘This principle of confiscation. he 
bined with that of the bill, was decidedly op 

tional, and had am inseparable conneetio Je
 

the disfranchisement of nomination alas) 

or the gift of representation to large LB, 

He ventured to say thatil the noble ear| hal 

brought forward a measure comprehendiy ™ 
two latter objects only it wonld not have hg 

rienced 80 determined a resistance, Thev ig) 

twitted with not bringing forward AY see 

| measure of Reform. Why it was not gh. 

| business to bring lorward any measure | oo 

nature. A noble fiend of hms had said 1.7 

never took part in any discussion of the ¢ 

tion of Parliamentary reform, but that oo 

thought it a great advantage that thie ques
ti, 

had been brought forward by gover, % 

They were not-among those who clamogied 

for reform. ‘They were content to POI me 

they were. He wished they could Fema N 
they were, but he knew they could yo a 

(cheers.)—And he felt that he should be actin» 

| the part of a bad and unpatriotic citizen ij 

were to fight upon such a subject an yselag 

and therefore mischievous battle, [fs 

not hut advert to the speech of Mr, Cay- i” 

upon this subject when he thought he wx; y 
bout to depart for India, and when it was sy. 

posed that he was addressing the Hone | 

Commons for the last time—a speech div). 

guished alike for eloquence and modeint; 

At the close of this speech his right honours y 

friend paid a just compliment to tha noble 
lo! 

the author of this Bill. He said thatit way 

he the glory of the noble jord to have bro: 

OF tig 

hattle, and his to have resisted it to tie las 

| Hs was not now bringing forward the name 

his right hon. friend tor the purpose of saving 

what his opinion would now have been upon 

the subject. He had no right to do so, and tis 

to seek shelter under the well-merited reputa- 

tion of his right hen. triend for the blunders in- 

to which he had fallen. (hear, hear.) It was 

also impossible to say how much the very fact 

of his being alive might have changed the sitn- 

ation of the country. “Ah !'my Lorgs,” pof- 

sued the noble earl, ¢¢ this leads to melancholy 

refiections.” (cheers.) But anothgr statesman, 

three years afterwards—a man eminent for vs. 

dom and ability—expressed the same opuious 

which had always been entertained by his right 

hon. friend. A right hon. friend of his had, in 

July, 1830, wished for the extension of the 

franchise to Birminghath or Leeds, and having 

stated other reasons which had induced him to 

adopt that course, finished by saying that he 

did so to resist Pariiamentary reform. Hesad 

(that he was, haa been, and always would be, 

the enemy of Parliamentary reform, urae:- 

| standing that term in the sense of any general 

change of th&representation of the people. Any 

such fears, and the excitement it would not fai 

to produce, must be subversive of the constitu 

tion, and lead them to anarchy and despotism, 

or probably both of these dreadful evils in their 

natural succession. Nothing was 80 casy 3 

to point out the defects ol the represensation— 

nothing more difficult than to shew how they 

» might have been amended. Dut he must say, 

' as he had always said, that he could not look 

at this or that defect of the Constitution. He 

looked at the whole machine together. Iiths 

machine were taken to pieces they migat find 
it impossible to put it together again. Thee 

were the sentiments of thai eminent person, Mr. 

Huskisson. He adveried to these puircipics, 

and all that was passing around him made hin 

regret the fatal delusion which deprived ten 

of their proper authority. They heaid much 

of the necessity of the change, but noth Lgo’ 
the fixed resting place. The noble Lord had 

said that it was necessary to go much further 

in order to find a resting place. But of all te 

delusions ever practised by sincere and abi 

men upon themselves, that was certainiy the 

greatest which induced them to produce the 

present Bill as a final resting place ? Instead 

of aresting place, italmost geained 10 | 

that in thiz Bill the noble ear and lus nor 

hie friend had discovered the principis of per 
petual motion, and he was ready to expect as 

' t 
nart (1 

It a pubic px
 tensiiil 

pes 10 
1 
n= 

the Board of Longitude. 

of the suflrage were claimed Le vas at 2 be 

know what answer would be given. Mr. tal” 

mng could have answered this demand ; Lorn 

John Russeil could not. But if it were post 

ble that the Bill could be considered asa final 

resting place, the nohle lords opposite had ta 

ken care, by means of the ten-pouiders, 0 

which had enabled us to maintain so many ar- 
duous struggles, and gave us the power to 

maintain onrselves as the rallying point to the 
civilization of the world. At what were they 

aiming that they were thus willing to launch the 

nation upon the ocean of experiment, and to 
construct theories, for thepurpose of amending 
what required no amendment 7 But as to the. 
disfranchising part of the measure all he want- 
ed to know was why all the freemen of England 
were to be disfranchised. = His noble friend 
az! that many of the corporations were cor- 
rupt, but it was equaily true that some oi them 

polation combined with the principle of taxati- 

on. Now he denied that they had taken POPU. | 

| lation at all upon the principle atated by. his no-| 

| ble friend ; bul he maintained that they had ta- 

ken, it in conjunction with taxation The proot’| 

"61 this Was to be found in the papers upon their | 

equally free-from any other bias or motive, to | were Rot so. 

the course heshould pursue, opposed as it was | whic! 

to that of his noble inend, than an anxious de-|eould 
be 

| welfare and pros-|if some of the boroughs were corrupt, why not sire in maintain the ypabated 

‘perityont-the cogntry. 
entersyd into a history of the excitement which 

| lordships’ table shewing. the proportion of as- tra¥ srevailed in the country upon the subject | J ct 

sessed taxes paid, first in the towns to be dis- 

to which they proposed to- give the franchise. 

[*“ hear,” from the opposition.] If that did 
not prove that the two principles had been ta- 
ken, why were the papers there. [hear, hear, 

and a laugh.] He eared not at whose call they 
had been produced ; they had them there, and 
were enabled to take them in conjunction with 
pulation in disposing of the question. [hear. 
is noble friend had also drawn a glowing ar 

beautiful picture of the effect of the. present 

: of Aéform, nd had - endeavoured to explain its 

franchised by the bill, and, second, in the towns progressive growth, The fact, however, was, 
that this eeling had not been progressive, that 
it had only exhibited itself on particular emer- 
gencies and by sudden starts, and that it was 
now mainly to be ascribed to the events which 
had taken place upon the continent, and to ‘the 
imp1 ndent encouragement it had received from 
His Majesty’s Government. The Noble Vis- 
count said that all men now bore testimony to 
the importance and necessity of reform, and 
that all now expressed themselves reformers. 

system in preparing those who were to succeed 

J he denied that the conduct of their ordships in that house for the discharg 

-» 

And toa certain extent this was true. Many 

His noble friend had [apply a remedy by letting in other: voters ? It, 

He once represented a borough 
; was as honest as any place in the ‘world 

+ he meant the city of Rochester. But 

was very easy ; they might have ten-pounded 
them as much as they liked, but displaced them 

for other men in no respect better than them- 

selves.- They displaced the freemen, but whom 

did they put in their place ? [hear, hear.] The 

men who paid 2s. 6d. or 8s. 10d. per week for 

their lodging. He asked if these persons were 

not as much liable to bribery as the existing 

class of freemen ? There were some places 
where the occupation of a residence of less than 
10. a year entitled persons to become paupers; 

provide a person to propel 1t furthar ; 20 
the end it would be found that the Bill consid ™ 

ed all the glories of this country, Its 
wealth, 19 

greatness, and its prosperity, to annual Parha- 

ments, universal suffrage,and vote by bail. 

(cheers.) His undersianding was so [ran 
that he could not see principles estabuisned 

without believing that sconer or later they 

would work out their proper end. And it ¥4* 
for this reason that he opposed the Bill. Ih 

noble earl had been accused, and he thoug ! 

unjustly, with not bringing forward sorae 803 

plan of 1eform. ‘The noble earl could pever 

bring forward a small plan of relorm. "The 00- 

ble duke—and in saying this he did not meas 

to find fault with him for not doing so=4"~ 

have afforded to bring forward d small pens 

but the noble earl, with all his incidents abo’ 

him, with the memory of his f
ormer fife, 8 

conduct, and opinions, without 
disgrace 8 i 

opprobrium could never bring forward 
a oe 

lan of reform. He should never got 

impression produced in this House ofl the hr 

resentation of the Bill. = All parties— with Pel 

ha ‘the exception of the radicals—all parEb 

higs, tories and liberals, were equally ire y 

ened. He had met many friends. who b ton 

ways, for a long period, supported the que
s - 

of re‘orm, and they all said that they mosh" 

and during the present session there was a bill 

ment of poor rates all persons so situated. 

L'I'here were now, it was said, a great number 

who hitherto opposed all reform were now of bribeable subjects, and this class of vcters 

in parliament which exeipted from the pay-| 
port the noble earl ; they could not heipit. > 

they were a‘raid ofthe 
Bill. - He ware ©" 

Lordships to refl=et “that the me§ure  - 

1 
* » 1S] 

e yeasure, and that ons of the mos 
sudden measure, 

aidort 

portant of their duties was tv gi
ve the C 

forward this subject and to have tought hs ~ 

might 
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