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EUROPE E RGING FROM THE
i MIDDLE AGES. -
T'he least interesting period in the his-
tory of mankind occurs from the fourth till
the twelith centaries, a - period entitled by
historians ¢ the middle ages,” from the
circumstance of its being preceded by the ner of the
enlightened epoch of Roman history, &nd
succeeded by the revival of arts and learn-

overthrow of the empire-of Rome was

bo baiefmtad hl ihe mhsike iaseads t‘m““:l“mh; ept possees ion of the imperial ine

;.. ; o T‘h'
of barbarous tribes in the course of & Q‘M during haif & ury.

fourth coﬂi{,i and it' was two b
_ ty under an egtirely mnew system of go-
inasters of the soutbern and more fertile y
~ proviaces of Britain—the Franks, of Gaul;
" the Huns, of Paononia 3 the dotho, of | by warlike
Spain ; the Goths and Lombards, of Italy

-and the ad)acent provinces, Very faint

were wrested from the infidels ; the ban-|g
cross was displayed on Mount

: russdes. The | wardeseized by @ bady of thoss advent
ing consequent on the crusedes ‘;l: ers, who m taken arms agaiost the

80 unexpec ade their €O
erame were uests with great ease, they found infinite
v nt. The Sazons by that time | GUR8'S B frpnrvin ‘; e iablinhs
‘ments so distant from Europe, surrounded {all EU

oations animated with fanatical !\;:it‘lt!!gf‘ P:‘"ch‘t:d’cm ey, o1 15 1
immunities from the emperors. sangvinar

zeal scarcely inferior to that -of the crusa- m ‘ ;
' ‘This ir not long known In b B | : g
This innovation was 0ot 1o g rance. | eluso y. '‘Besides, éven granting that its | o ", iepachar

ders themselves, were perpetually in ddn- _ \ vas 0ot long
cr of b.i:.g 'c:;ﬂurnag : PBofor: the ex- | Italy before it made its way into F

" were irresistable, Part of the
ein, all Syria and Palestine,j

the capital of the!
‘.. “. "WQ‘“,. . ,'“ 'ﬁ“"

bis |

and an Earl of Flanders
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he crusaders was
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aetually ‘transgressing the moral ‘ law.
With us, on the contrary,

PURIPRP———— ey

- | tation that he is safe,and copsequent’y ‘X
i- | wary in entering oha’onclogm‘ which he
|may in a_ moment be surpri
fai of ::: properties and value of the

other institutions of

es un.<0 one side, and

, rugard to statut

- usurp
(rom thé'émperors. The great

law on the othet, were in a great

rmentalti

ssioned & new kind
ity in the minds|oot

-

!

uror‘ e recovered tranquili- the first impression ol the Crt CASERAIOE SRS WEHVEE e gedirat | ‘ ”
- tod that they made (7€ P20 Ef.‘,:.':.,’}':f ll.&‘r'::;?::b;::gong:ﬁh:t,’ Scotc i than the Koglish law, and & com-| mitted to the extent’ of

risch of their min:mld incline me

g ion ‘of the last crusade. P‘
el e i £o in that country’ to prefer the former,

| statute law of England is 2

alledged minuteness might be beneficial,

o . b il & tion of | '
an .péaroni danger in tlie dispensa '::uung articles_of & particular value—raiging

fortunate us

 weal -if'wgi:b—ihv crusades  general law . o F the punishmentin proportion as the price y;
,ggﬂ § 0 measure neutralized by minute provisions, in'an';ount. The-law of Scotland mpak ; “r.t.tg
o &

penalty will be as severe as
on the score aol only‘ sg:nnt of forty shill s,:‘ﬂ%;ty pounds, 0,
, i eaan 2 nity. The criminal |this-account, thate ecies of ridiculous gtraj;
orbad extorted large of vigour, but bumanity R T olswu:”l i:'En(' B, to make it p Pﬁ:r?nmtmrifl
. i that the vaige 0 Is siolen was bep
-and, 1 sm afrad, it is very | "rL o siount, is never Withiess eath a

4R o
e o P e
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ey
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socits of only its worst charasters. 1020 cag
. S man may: | it S 1o the extent of depressiag a cri.
ine : minal, who may have in former times
e i‘h‘u {he path of rectitade with the 8XpeC={ L, ey to live a course of iniquity,and after b,
' ently he 18 | ;oking himself to an honest mode of life (o,

been

DU some years, agein relapsed into crime, Ji
sed. To judge oqlﬂ applied to those who are caught in th,
been

1 of their career ol wickedness, and hay
a torment to society. It has the incalcu?

ite codes of law 'phq: :‘*.d Wy , lably beneficent effect of raisin isti

el ’ . . ‘ a dl‘ .

Do DORRNALY to.bring o g betvyncn the hardened [utg?:. and the !:ln!:'gtrlt? .
ROE JReLLLEE nate poverty-propelied in er of the laws (.

ig 80, it would be __xhoﬁg:niu’o? althaugh both 2y

o 100 8Crupu-|thecommission of nominally the same crime.

be charged wity

English criminal statutes are often v
:f:?n regard to the penalty to h;lincu:;{d':;

_geen untl the forms are pearly exam- 1 0 g ence in the B aaka litg
ine§y. ® This is more observable in _the' me :“9“; s e ’me?gu?

i{ ..muin.‘o the
It were to the -

'itessed in this coup.
. i8tio of habit and repyte
which here as e"l'Y,:m else regulates (he

i ' R licy, jurispru-|8°® ' : , | i g e | ’
g ot lterature, vomained. N iration of the thirteenth con'iry (1294,) | Charters g, o i its ufintelligibility, from a concourss of{ penalty ; and it may @iten fiave occurred, (hat

--dence, arts, or literature, remained. New P
forms of government, new laws, new man-

‘mew names of men aund countries, were

“jatroduced. The masniﬁee‘nco of Rome
was followed by the rudeness of savage ra-
ces of men,whose temper long kept Christ-
endom in & state of mental J‘lrknm; Ie|gant as th
these middle ages arose the Feudal sys-|©®® follow
tem, a plaa of holding land by military ser-
vice, and of introducing a perfect princi- |
ple of vassalage from the lowest serf up|“'7°%
1o the sovereign Or conqueror. Duriog coltivated
this dark epoch the great dominant power
was the church of Rome, and  in whose

clergy a knowledge of letters alone fourd

wasted.

wards the

monly at
Pisa, and
themselve

¢ ‘:lo';;uegdei;order. in the feudal .ystem to- con!ider&bh adVﬂﬂceﬂ 'O‘Vards 'eahh as

: : well as refinement. The) embarked there,
and, landing in Dalmatia, pursued their
route by land to Constantinople. Though
the military spirit had beeu long extinct in

‘gether with the corruption of taste and
 manners consequent upon these, which
had gone on increasing during a long
coutse of years, seemed to have attaiQ%g
their utmost; point of excess towuards (he
close of the eleventh century. From that
era we may date the return of government
ahd manners in a contrary-direction, and
cantrace a succession of causes and events

the Easte
the worst

having ne

well as th

tfibuted ith
wheeh coutfibuted, sulbs siid. b DOET and the ouly one in which there remained

any image of the ancient elegance in man-

arts. ‘The naval power of the great g , P
produced. These free communitics Were 3 > P8 .
‘  has gome to require the 'gassmg of an ex-

speedily edmitted, by their representa-
tives, into the great eouncil of the nation,
whether distinguished by the nameé of a
Parliament, a Diet, the Oorfes, OF the | ertdin statutes which passed at a time
Sates-Gungral. AMis it justly sstefmed wheft this sort -of wickednes prevéilcd.*

and more conspicuous, others with a more
remote and less perceptible influence, to
abolish confusion and barbarism, and to|0Or8 and
introduce order, regularity, and refine-
ment. The crusades or expeditions in or-
der to rescue the Holy Land lout of the
“hands ofinfdels, seem to be the first event
that roused Europe from the lethargy in
which it had beea long sunk, and that
tended to introduce any considerable
change in gevernment o in manuers. It
is natural to the human mind to view those
places which have been distinguished by
beiog the residence of any illustrious per-
sonage, or the scene of any great transac-
tion, with some degree of delight and ve-
neration. To this principle must be a-
scribed the superstitious devotion with
which Christiaos, from the earliest ages
of the church, were accustomed to visit
that country which the Almighty had se-
lected as the inheritance of his favourite
people and. in which the Son of God had
accomplished the redemption of mackind, |8lly mare
As this distant pilgrimage could not be
- performed without considerable expense,
{atigas, and danger, it appeared more
meriiorious, and came (o be considered
as an expiation for almost every crime.—
An opinion which spread with rapidity over
Eurcpe about the close of the tenth and [princes,
beginning of the eleventh centory, and’
which gained universal credit, wonder ful-
ly augmented the number of credulous pil-
grims, and increased the sardour with
which they undertook this useless voyage.
The thousand years, mentioned by St.
Joha in the second and third verses of the
twentieth chapter of Revelations, wherein
i\ is told thet the devil was to be loosed
after baving Leen bound for that period
of time, were supposed to be accomplish-
ed, and the end of the world to be at hand.
A general consternation seized maakind ;
many relinguished their possessions,andg,
ahandoning their friends end families,
hurried with precipitation to the Holy
[.and, where they imagined that Christ
would quickly appear to judge the world.
When the mipds of men were thus pre-
pared, the zeal oT a, fanatical monk, who
conceived_ ihe idea of leading all the for-
ces of Christendom agsinst the Mahome-
daps who held possession ot the Holy
. Land, and  of driviag them oul bv vio-

sisted be

imported
they had

tic spirit

ner bene

together

which w

the Christians were driven ou e h
4| Asiatic possessions, in acquiring ot Wames 1 . : : TR
ners, new dresses, new languages, SOCIC . o gile numborl'ﬂf men had perished,|ing them into corporations or bodies pree ing, ar obscured by others more recent,

and immease sums of money had been

But from these ex ditions, extrava- .
' beg:ﬁcial éounqu_on- Germany began to acquir

and laid the fonndation of their present |, |aw, is the permission it gives to com-

seen nor expected. - In their progroas to- mit now offences, as well as an allowance |g

eross marched through countries better

own. Their first rendezvous was com-

every public virtue, yet Constantinople,

the barbarous nations; was the greatest as;

Eastern Empire was coosiderable. Ma-
nufactures of the most curious fabric were
carried on in its dominions. Constantino-
ple was the chiefl mart in Europe for the
commodities of the East Indies. It was
not péuible for the crusaders to travel "
through so many countries, and 1o behold [the greatust even
the varieus customs and institutions, with-
out acquiring information and improve-
ment. Their views enlarged, their pre-
judices wore
their minds ; and they must have been
sensible on many occasions of the rustiei-
ty of their own maaners, when compared
with those of a more polished people.
‘These impressions were not so slight as'to
be effaced upon their return to their na-
tive countries. A close intercourse sub-

two centuries ; new armies were eontinu-

former adventurers returned home, and

dence abroad. Accordingly we discover,
soon after the commencement of the cru-
sades, great spleadour in the courts of

nies, a more refined taste in pleasures and
amusemeats, together with a more roman-

over Europe ; and to these wild expedi-
tious, the effect of superstition or folly, we
owe the first gleams of light which tend-
ed to dispel barbarism and ignorance.
The crusades were in a particulur man-

Venctians made themselves masters of
pert of the ancient Peloponnesus inGreece,

islands in the Archipelago. Many valua-
ble branches of commerce, which formser-
ly centered in Constantinople, were trans-
ferred to Venice, Genoa, or Pisa. Thus
a succession of events, occassioned by the
Holy War, opened various sources, from

into these cities, as enabled them, in con-
currence with another institution, immedi.
ately to be mentioned, to securgtheirown
liberty and icdependence. i
The institution here alluded to was the

 crucifix in his hand, exciting princes and

lence, was sufficient to give a begioning
10 that wild enterprise. Peter the Hermit,
" for that was the name of this martial apos-
tie, ran frdm province to province with &

people to this haly war, and, wherever he
came, kindled the same entausiasiic ar-
dour for it with which he nimself was ac-
tusted. The council of Placentia, where
upwards ofthirty thousand persons were os-
sembled, proncunced the scheme to have
heen suggested by the immediate inspirati-
onof Heaven. Iu the council of Clermont,
still more numérous, as soon as the measure

was proposed, all ei1ied out with one veice,

‘it is the will of God.”  Persons of all
ranks caught the coptagion : not only the
gallant nobles of that age, with their mar.
tial followers, whom we may sugpose apt |
to be allured by the boldness of a roman-
tic enterprise. but men in the more humble
“and _paciiic stalions of life ; ecclesiastics
" of every order, and even women and chil-
‘dren, engaged with emulation in an un-
dertaking which was deemed sacred and

. weritorious. Itis related that not less than
six millions of persons assumed the cross:!
which was the badge that distinguished
such as devoted ihemselves to this holy
warfase. . All' Europe, torn up from the |
foundation, seemed ready to precipitate
:tself in one united body upon Asia, Nar
did-the fumes of this enthusiastic zéal eva-
porate at once ; the frenzy was as lasting

rations,

tem of
the nob

'body of

servitud
portivn

{ ville

dispose

wi“', -OF

from it,
off the

as it was extravagant. During two cea-

to estab

forming of cities into communities, corpo-

them the privilege of municipal jurisdic-
tion, which cootiibuted more, perhaps,
than any other cause, to introduce regu-
lar government, police, and arts, and to
diffuse them 'over Europe.’ The feudal
government had degenerated into a sys-

intolerable ; they had reduced the great

t

ey were,
ed, which had neither been fore-

Holy Land, the followers of the
and more civilized than their
Italy, io which Venice, Genoa, |

other cities, had begun to epply
s to commerce, and had made

rn Emnire, and a despotism of

species had annihilated almost “qd lo "i‘hm,l ‘ Th My of
perty and privileges. 0 fROBATrEAS O} . alfo a merciful course to the offender ; |is noticed by institutional writers under the name

Europe, in general, thus found these bur- becs sse the crime being ceusured on 1ts

;g:{gl (r:'::munmu of great serviee in 0ppos- | o' © ppearance, and before it has become

ver felt the destruclive rage of

e most beautiful €ity in Europe,

tween the east and west during
hng trom Europe to Asia, while

many of the costoms to which
been familiarized by a long resi:

greater pomp in public ceremo-

of enterprize spreading gradually

ficial to the Italian states. The

with some of the most fertile

ealth flowed in such abundance

or bodies politic, and granting

oppression. The usurpations of
Jes were become unbounded and

‘he people into a state of actual
e. Nor was such oppression the

ven out of all their | franchisiog the inhabitants of towns, abo- e, mabg huadieds of ‘which have . who ha
‘rescinded, extended 'in their mean- |stealing forty shillings’ worth of goods, has

gistrates of their own nomination. Much
about the same period the great cities in

berty and ipkc'hpondcncé The practice

spread quickly over Europe, ana wasi " o, 3 . 8 99

,ﬂ.f,pud?n ‘éngn, England, Sc;otland,-and to go within » hair-breadth of an actual in

all lother feudal kingdoms. The first com- |’ bn_ of

munity of this de:cgiption foffned in Scot- ,,udveu?of right and wrong. Hlulm%' ﬂ,P‘:’
_ pulagScotch writer on crimina aw, points | 2.° - " vho uses his discretion in restricting

Berwick-upon-Tweed, which received its} " . , 4 _ .
charter fro?u William the Lion. Towos, the ﬂatute.lay, in these words ""A“l "’é
upb'n ‘acquiring the right%éf community, | ¢'P1€ it desire to comqut crime 1o Sc(:iot an
became so many little republics, governed i §°P'°“9d in its beginning, &b more
by known and equal laws. The inhabi- effec,ually tban it can ever be by any sta-
tants being trained to arms, and being
surrounded by walls, they soon began to find
?7 i - - ¢ |offences ; and thus the transgressor Inas
hold the neighbouring barons 1n coutempt, | n;’iean’s of eluding the sanction, ad

and, conse wently. continued to load them X | < el
wr;m additignal imyt;)unities. ‘But another restrained at that season by far milder cor-

kind in modern times. Representatives
from the English boroughs were first ad-
mitted into the great national council by Y beon found necessary to seek
off, new ideas crowded upon the barons who took up arms sge o aut ?Sfity of any higher or more rigorous

moned in order to add to the greater po-| ¢ : : €bill
pularity of their party, and to strengthen |&°" to the corruption or alterations of Dilis,
the barrier against the encroachments “ judi te of the acceptor, which by certaio

rr 3 CRIMINAL LAW.

ishing all works of servitude, and form- »
' been /'r

16, 8 b8 govéraecivy ¢ o R rend@r the whole one of the most contra-

e like immuaities, in thi world.

3

fraction of old ones; thereby confusing

3 , ‘that of why
and is understood to have been thato out fhe superiority of the common, over

tute,-because all statutes are lisble .to be
parlﬁl and defective in their description of

nd aggresaions oF thpt . the law itself falls into contempt. But it

er-of the-nobility.| ‘ . g
- o flagrant or alarmiog 1o the community, 18

b ® ’

: . OOt ectives than are afterwards necessary to
of fully more importance, was rectives i ssary
ood, o fply P : be applied to it, when the growing evil

presh law iz its behal{, Thus io England,
the sending of incendiary or threatening
letteérs is punished with death, in virtue of

tin the history of man- But our judges punished the first offender

of this sort (whose trial was within these
fifty. 'years) with transportation ; and it

- o) . 1 ‘ < ) .
Henry IIl. in the year 1265 ; being-sum oun shment. ‘The same is true with re-

proi iissory notes, and the like, to the pre-

regal er. I ootice this circuamstance Soulhatr | ‘

mgtcl]’: a matter of history, and leave Balues 15 felony without benefit of clergy
my readers to draw their own conclusions ['-] ngland, and is punishable with us at
(rom an event which ultimately had the ef- °°: s '“-‘; with L"’:sp"."“‘m'l Q:""Y
fect of revolutionizing the whole frame- othi'r examples might be given. 7 8 ks
work of society, and of rearing that great il things are to be juliged of upon the tes-
O s %% b poopls wyled ik |\fnY of experiance, dud et mocorlus
middle classes.” | to the faliacious conjectures of human wis-
. The enfranchising of bargal cotathiakis ,d,!"!'i'* before the event, the inhabitants of
ties led to the manumission of slaves.— b_c:g,}land. have no reason to envy the con-
Hitherto the tillers of the ground, ull the ditign, with respect to the administration of
inferior classes of the country, were the el:“rmimal,,)usuce, of any other part of
bondmen of.the barons.  The monarchs A"I:k(:g:g;) this eulogium on the cuperioﬁty of
6:: grancﬁ, - ordehr . redulce ::fe .podwer Sco?tish criminal aw be correct, in so far that
oft le nobles, set the example, by order-|;, many cases a leniency is esercised in Scot-
ing (1315-18) all serfs to be set at liber-|land, which would not have taken place in Eng-
ty on just and hberal conditions. _The | laud under like circumstances, it 18 but justice

edicts were carried ianto immediate execu- | to #ay, that there could likewise be produced
tion withi the royal domain. The exam- evic ence where undue severty, according to
ple of their Sovereigns, together with the ‘aprice of judges, Las been inflicted. Never-
the expéctation ‘of considerable aurns | 1€ 5% i exa:lmtx)ng the condu.(,ttt))f']udges -
which théy might raise by this’ expedient oni BE Hmak %0t fing 10 remein Branes 897 ¢
fed wasz of'th Aiek i / beir d J parf..ncu.lar subsidiary qhecka which frustiete the

Y e nobles to set taeir depen- | malignity ol prosecution, we have not much to
dents at l.lberty ; -and servitude was gradu- regpet, that the criminal law is so ill defined in
_glly apqlwh‘ed‘ in alquost every provinco ot | its properties. It 1sconiessed, that at one peri-
the kingdom.  This beneficial practice | od,and that too not of a distant date, the will
gsimilarly spread over the rest of Kurope ; of judges, aided by the dependent character of
and.in England, as the spinit of liberty jurfes, and the trammuels under which the press
gained ground, the very name and idea :,ab?ur-::-’ telm-led- iy I(:]wer t,hg '“lpec'ab""y o
§1 personal servitude, without any formal | {ufned e wory difforent line of
interpesition of the legislature to prohibit | pr¢ sedure would in the present time be adopted. |
it, was totally banished.® . 1V hatsoever may be the expression of the
'/® The above paper is little else than bstract s :u'te.; . : e‘t.iret’l i t(l) particl:llal‘ cl‘imef8,' i’tsi; :
i han an abstract | cer ain fact, that in almost all cases O misde-
of Dr. Robertson’s View of the State of Earope, | meinour or infraction of the laws, the charac-
prefatory to his Life of Charles V. ter.of the culprit sways both the public prose-
] : o L L cutor and the minds of the judges. On many
} NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. |occasions, neither have it in thewr power to do
‘otherwise than apply the exact punishment, or

. While the civil law of Scotland po'ssesses to divert the regular course of justice, leaving
H(ew points of similitude to that of England, the mitigation of the penalty to his Majesty ;

-
h

| &8 v

o i ranceofthe ke natore prevails with oot mers Lt el ey L L
regard ‘,°,-‘h°'°“m“‘," jurisprudence ofthe |, ,umstances. Thcychief guidi’ng legal pgrin-
two nations. .lﬂ this braach of the Scot- |ciple in a Seottish criminal prosecution, is the
tish law certain ancient peculiarities and |strict attention which is paid to the former good
usages exist which have no parallel in the ot bad character of theaccused. . The English

?’i“er coun",’ or Pgrhaps in any part of ;stdgute law in '80[“0 instances providea a higher
the world at the present day. = The differ- degree of punishment for the commission of a

ence between ‘ . ¢ | crfne for the second time ; but in bringing an
een the two codes may be brief individual to trial, it does not rest any 9l§a fpon

ly stated *—Io England every possible | 1z having been simply .a bad character, either

1

of those aloneé who dweltin the

country, and were employed in cultivatio
the ostate of their master. Cities an

fouad it necessary to hold of some

at Jord, on whom they might depend
for protection, and became no less sub-
ject to his arbitrary jurisdiction. The in-
habitants were deprived of those rights}
which, in social life, are deemed most na-
tural and inalienable. They could not

of the eflects which their own in-

dustry héd acqaired, either by a latter

by any deed executed during their

Jife. Neither could they marry, or carry
on law-suits, without the conseat of their
lord. But as soon as- the cities of Italy
began to turn their attention towards com-
merce, and to conceive some idea oflits : , - b ' : .

the advantages which they might derive cpoveliigt  Under the Sumteth - Jbv, Spanced Uy, vecieen wiitars b6 SREperses, 08
they became impatient-to shake | when under temptation to commit & wis- gp a charge may perhaps exeite the contempt

goko of their insolent lotds, and
sh among themselves such a (ree

crime which can be imagined, or which |gapposed or established ; and thi

bas happened, is met by a l.nmte‘for its .nm" check to the gener;l mer?:; o}cttl:e T:wa
futere, prevention and punishment ; in fIn being subjected toa criminal prosecution in
Scotland, on, the other hand, while there | Scutland, the law acts very differently. When
are nombers. of crimes similarly met . by an accusation is laid for a specified crime, ac-
partiouldr_jegislative enactments, s far m;::;;edﬁthjthe,m - ol being * habit

B bn aiciifiod ave doak wi ¥y |@nd repute” an evil doer, the indiéument, rises
8 gesion ealt with, as they | . gisiously in value, and the punishment is in~

joncer, @ general principles—thus, the|fic:ed with a rigour, which in a ¢ ithod
one is called the Statute Law, the other {guch an gggragvam;n would be ::&r;;hggf
‘the Cou,mon Ln_w, and both are the boast |known. To be habitand repute athiefor other
of'lhe same bations to which they respec- |felon, was at one time a most dangerous pro-
tively belong. From what I have remark- ;,perty. It could have formed the sole ground of
ed of the observations of KEnglish wriers indictment, and, if' proved, might have been

on the criminal law of Scotland, it app punished by seourging imprisonment, aud even
olisng, it Rppeare trsnsportation from th;-kingdom. It has long
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lose of meaty Jocsl udages sad moral cha- |upecial ChAIGER: | o o

racteristics of the people which influence| The law of habit and repute has been de-

s

every man is well aware of his dangers, the mention of such a singular mode of making
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while one man, who has been charged wij,

been only doomed to three months® impri
ment, another, for larceny of two l:&'mh:;
been transported, or even hanged. The cfnrgg

dict‘o!]_and useless co_de! of j“"i'!’“d"‘“ of stealing a pair of old shoes, of threepence in

value, as a witty writer notices, and with being

¥l o 2 most obviﬁus milcbief in the sta- at the same time habit and repute a thief, if

proved, would bring-the prisoner by law

allows, when withaut this qualiﬁthion atov:}:;
modified degree of punishment, sych as a few
days® imprisonment, would be inflicted. In
practice, such cruelty is avoided by the temper-
ate an d adroit management of the public pro-

the peunalty ; and so happily is this general;
done, that in Scotland, nong but t‘hegmog:‘g;’:.
based criminals, i whom no redeemiig pro-
perty can be dileﬂ,vo;ed, are put todeath on
the scaffold. -

¢ There was once a curiousmerciful peculiarity
in the Seottish law, by which any persou in afam-
ishing condition, or in the state of general destitu-
tion, could steal with impumity as much food ashe
could carry away on his back ; and which usage

of the law of burdinseck or burthynsack. It has
been long complete'y in desuetade, but it is never.
\heless remarkable, that many ofthe lower ordery
of the people have still an idea that persons dyifg
for lack of food may help tbemselves from the
store of others by force, without wcarring & judi-
cial penalty. :
. ROADS IN'SCOTLAND.

Mr. Buchanan, civil engineer, has just pub-
lished a very clear and ably written account of
the 1ailways of the West of Seotland, 1. con-
nection with four views, by Mr. D. O, Hil,
of the opening of the Garnkisk Railway, From
this work we derive the following notice of fo:-
mer modes of comenunication in Scotland:—

¢ Scotland, the progress of improvemeat.

though rather late in beginning, has advanced

with extraordinary rapidity, and is now keep-
ing pace with her ncher neighbour. It is

scarcely a century sincethere was nothing de-

serving the name of a road in any of our great

thoroughfares ; the whole inland trade of ths

kingdom was carried on by meansol packhorses:

and persons are still alive who remember per-

fectly the carriers hetween Edinburgh and

Glasgow going regularly with five orsix hor-

ses ina train; and 8o narrow was the trackthat

the leading one had a bell at hia bead, to give
warning of their approach to the party travel-
ling in the opposite direction,that theone might
have time to get outof the way while the other
was passing. [u this manner tiiey jogged slong,
over all the inequalitres of the country thmu&h

which the road passed, and lbrding the .difle-
rent rivers and streams, on which’ bridges were
yet unknown. Cartswere ihen only usedin the
metsopolis or principal towns, and coaches or

carriages rarely in the country, travelling be-
ing almosg universally performed on hoise-.
back. In many parts, particularly in low sud
wet grounds, the roads or trocks were often
impassable. The late Lord Hermand ased t
relate, that, when he was first sent to Edin-
burgh College from Ayrshire, about 1760, the
road was in such astate that, in some placcs,
servanis were dispatched beforehand with poles
to sound the depth of 1he mosses and bogs
which lay in their way. [Mr. Buchanan
might have added that, when John Earlol
Loudoun was sent to Edinbargh, a hoy, about
1780, he travelied with his baggage in & pait ol
panniers across a pony’s back ; bimself 1n the
one pannier, and his baggage in the other '}
W retched as internal commmunications seem (0
have been, they fully kept pace with the pro-
gress of trade and. intercourse throughout the
country. The mail was dispatched regularly
between Edinburgh and London on horseback,
and went in the course of five or six.days ; but
<o little communication was there between (0°
two capitels, that, as I have heard related on
anquestionable authority, during the time of
the rebellion of 1745, when an order came
down from London to open all the letters 10
»the Post - Office, with the view of detecting
treasonable correspondence, there ‘vere nol,
altogether, above twenty in the London
hag—such was the low state of trade and

business, the true cause of the backward state
of the roads, and, of all the other accommada-

tions which distinguish a nch and improvirg
country. [Itis perhaps worth mertioning al-
so, that, at the commencement of the civil war,
an interchange of diplomatic correspondence
between Edinburgh and London never nccupr
ed less than a month, although it must be 3¢
mitted that the news of the death of Queen
Elizabeth, which was brought (fom Loudon o
Edinburgh between a Thursday morning and
Saturday night, by Sir Robert Carey, O
horseback, was a wonderfol instanee ol what
could sometimes. be done'éven in. those UmF®
In the decade of 1750-60, a! elled
(rom Edinburgh to London, occapyings o'
night éxcept one day— thatiis, ,

morning to the Satnrday at the end he suc-
ceeding week—the intervening Sunday bei'é

spent tranquilly at Boroughbridge i

shire, where, we.suppose; the travellers went
decently to church alopg with their ‘“‘“‘""
[n those days the| Post Office was kept 10, a flot
in the Parliament Square, and, according '
the recollection of the late Henry Johnstoze
Wylie, Esq. who'died two years ago
was but one letter-carrier ] About the yea*
1770, roads were so much amended, that carts
had come into general use, ww“hﬂ&.":
farms, and in droihg grain tc market, it

these one horse might draw five or SiX huo-
dred weight to market, while the Pi“‘kb(’rﬁa
could only carry three. Inthe year 1790, ‘b:
}construction anc management of the !‘O‘d’ ot
gan to excite ggpat public attenliod, and 10

|Sraved tines were formed in all parts of (¢
atera’s :

, verge of crime with impunity, evea \yl;ilo gions to be used to great advantago in clearing

country, and constructed of better o
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