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impossible to penetrate. We were em- 

seriously. 

‘get at them, we were foiled in every at- 

atious than all, —afler we had got into an 
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A NIGHT SCENE ON THE NIGAR. 
From the Landers’ Travels—unpublished. 

The Literary Gazette of February the 

18th, bas favoured us with the following 

interesting extract from the forthcoming 

work of the two brothers Landers, whose 

discovery of the estuary of the Niger, has 

distinguished them among a crowd of in- 

trepid African travellers: — 

We made no stop whatéver on the ri- 

ver, not ‘even st meal times, our men suf- 

fering the canoe to glide down the stream 

while they were eating their food. At 

five in the afternoon, they all complained 

of Tatigue, and/ we looked around us for a 

landing place, where Wwe might rest awhile, 

but we could find none ; for every village 

we saw after that hour was unfortunately 

situated behind large thick morasses and 

sloughy bogs, through which, after various 

provoking and tedious trials, we found it 

ployed three hours in the afternoen, io 

endeavouring to find a landing at some vil- 

lage ; and though we saw them distinctly 

enough from the water, we could not find 

a passage threugh the morasses, behind 

which they lay. Therefore we were com- 

pelied to relinquish the attempt, and con- 

tinue our course on the Niger. We pas- 

sed several beautiful islands in the course 

of the day, all cultivated and inhabited, 

but low and flat. The width of the river 

seemed to vary considerably, sometimes it 

seemed to be two or three miles ocross, 

and at others double that width. The cur- 

rent drifted us along very rapidly, and we 

guessed it to be running at the rate of 

three or four miles an hour. The direc- 

tion of the stream continued nearly east. 

The day had bea excessively warm, and 

the sun set in beauty and grandeur, shoot- 

ing forth rays tinged with the most heaven- 

ly hues, which extended to the zenith. — 

Nevertheless, the appearance of the fir- 

mament all glorious as it was, betokened 

a soming storm; the wind whistled through 

the tall rushes, and darkness soon cover- 

ed the earth like aveil. This rendered 

us more anxious than ever to land some- 

where, we cared not where, and to en- 

deavour to procure shelter for the night, 

if not in a village, at least under a tree. 

Accordingly, rallying the drooping spirits 

of our men, we encouraged them to renew 

their exertions by setting them the exam- 

ple, and our canoe darted silently and | 

swiltly down the current. We were ena- 

bled to steer her rightly by the vividness 

of the lightening, which flashed across the | 

water continually, and by this means also 

we conld distinguish any danger before us, 

and avoid the numerous small islands with 

which the river is interspersed, and which 
otherwise might have embarrassed us very 

But though we could perceive 

almost close to us several lamps buraing in 

comfortable looking huts, and could plain- 
ly distinguish the voices of their coccupants, 

and though we exerted all our strength to 

tempt, by reason of the sloughs and fens, 

and we were at last obliged to abandon 

them in despair. Some of these lights, 

after leading us a long way, eluded our 

search, and vanished from our sight like 

ignis faluus ; and others danced about we 

knew not how. But what was more vex- 

inlet, and toiled and tugged for a full half 

There were two Bornou men among our
 

crew, who were nol so [rightened as the 

rest, having seen some of these creatures. 

before on Lake Tghad, where they say 

there are plenty of them. However, the 

terrible hippopotam: did us no kind of mis- 

chief whatever ; they were only sporting 

and wallowing in the river, for their own 

amusement, no doubt, at first, when we 

interrupted them ; but had they upset our 

canoe, we should have paid dearly for 
it. 

We observed a bank on the north side of 

the river shortly after this, and I proposed 

halting on it for the night, for 1 wished 

much to put my foot or firm land again. 

"This, however, not one of the crew wou
ld 

consent to, saying, that if the Ge vo Roua
, 

or water elephant, did not kill them, the 

| crocodiles certainly would do so before the 

morning ; and 1 thought afterwards, that 

we might have been carried off, like the 

Cumbre people on the islands Yaoorie, if 

we had tried the experiment. Our canoe 

was only large enough to hold us all when 

sitting, so that we had no chaoce of lying 

down. Had we been able to muster up 

thirty thousand cowries at Rabba, we 

might have purchased one which would 

have carried us all very comfortably.— 

‘A canoe of this sort would have served us 

for living in entirely ; we should have had 

no occasion to land, excepting to obtain 

our provisions ; and, having performed 

our day’s journey, might have anchored 

fearlessly at night. Finding we could no: 

induce our people to land, we agreed to 

continue on all night. The eastern ho- 

rizon became very durk, and the lightning 

more and more vivid ; indeed, 1 never 

recollect having seen snch strong forked 

lightning before in my life. All this de- 

noted the approach of a storm. Jt ele- 

ven Pp. M. it blew somewhat stronger than 

a gale, and at midcight the storm was at 

its height. The wind was so strong, that 

it washed over the sides of the canoe se- 

veral times, so that she was in danger of 

filling. Driven about by the wind, our 

frail little bark became unmanageable ; 

but, at length, we got near a bank, which, 

in some measure, protected us, and we 

were fortunate enoughto lay hold ofa 

thorny tree, against which we were driv- 

en, and which was grown pearly iu the 

centre of the stream. Presently we fas- 

tened the canoe to its branches, and, 

wrapping our cloaks round our persons, 
for we felt overpowered with fatigue, and 

with our legs projecting halfover the sides 

of the little vessel, which, for want of 

room, we were compelled to do, we lay 

down to sleep. There is something, 1 be- 

lieve, in the nature of the tempest which 

is favourable to slumber, at least so 

thought my brother ; for though the thun- 

der continued to roar, and the wind to 

blow, though the rain beatin our faces, 

and our canoe lay rocking like a cradle,— 

still he slept soundly. The wind kept 

blowing hard from the eastward, till mid- 

night, when it became calm. The rain 

then descended in torrents, accompanied 
'by thunder and lightning of the most aw- 

ful description. We lay in our canog, 
drenched with water, aud our little vesgal 

was filling so fast, that two people were 

obliged to be constantly bailing out the 

water, to keep her afloat. The water ele- 

phants, as the natives term the hippopota- 

mi, frequently came snorting near us, but, 

fortunately, did not touch our canoe.— 

The storm continued untill three in the 
moroing of the 17th, when it became clear, | 

and we saw the stars sparkling like gems 

Hour against the current, which, in tos] over our heads. Therefore, we again pro- 

little channel, was uncommonly rapid, to ceded on our journey down the river, there 

approach a village from which we thought ‘being sufficient hight [or us to see our way; 

it flowed, both village and lights scemed | and, two hours after, we put into a small 

to sink into the earth, and the sounds of | insignificant fishing village, called Dacan- 

the people’s voices ceased of a sudden, | nie where we landed very gladly. Before 

and when we fancied we were actually (we arrived at this island, we had passed a 

close to the spot, we strained our eyes in| great many towns and villages ; but, in and uttered the following vious ejaculation, 

vain'to see a single hut,~—all was gloomy, consequence of the earlv hour at which ** Lord, remember me when thou comest 

It seem- | w , : 
¢ dismal, cheerless, and solitary. 

ed the work of enchantment ; every thing 

was as visionary as ‘ sceptres grasped in as none of the natives where out of ly threw away 

the banks their huts. : 

a distance of net less than thirty miles, | near one of these towns, we might have 

every inch of which we had attentively | alarmed the inhabitants, and been taken 

examined, but not a bit of dry land could for a party of robbers; or as they are call- 

any where be discovered, which was firmed in the country jacallces. 

Therefore, | 

sleep.” We had paddled along 

enough to bear, eur weight. 
we. resigned ourselves to circumstances, 

and al] of us having been refreshed with 
a lifffe €ola 
from the stream, we permitted the canoe 

to drift. down with the current, for our men 

were too much fatigued with the labours 
of the day to work any longer. But here 

a fresh evil arose, which we were unpre- 

pared to meet. An.incredible number of 
hippopotam: arose very near us, and came 
splashing, snorting and plunging all round 

the canoe, and placed us in imminent dan- 
ger. Thinking to frighten them ‘off, we 

fired a shot or two at them, but the noise 

only called up from the water, and eut of 

the fens, about as many more of their un- 
wieldly companions, and we were more 
closely beset than before. Our people 

who had never in all their lives, been ex- 
sed in a canoe to such a huge and for- 

midable beasts trembled with fear and 

apprehension, and abselutely wept aloud ; 

and their terror was not a little increased 

by the dréadful peals of thunder which 

rattled over their beads, and by the awful 

darkness which prevailed, broken at in- 

tervals by flashes of lightning, whose pow- 

erful glare was truly awful. Our people 
tell us, that these formidable animals ire- 

queatly upsect-eanoes in the river, when 
every one in them is sure to perish.— 
‘These came so close to us, that we could 
reach them withthe but end of a gun.— 

When 1 fired at. the first, which I must 
have hit, every one of them came to the 

surface of the wuter, 4nd pursued us so 
fast over to the north bank, that it was 

with the greatest difficulty imaginable we 
could keep before. them. Having fired a 

second time, the report of my gun was 

followed by a loud rosring noise, and we 

seemed to iucrease our distance {rom them. 

rice and honey, and walter 

atl 

‘on at Leicester on Thursday sen’night, 

were travelling, we considered it 
would be iinprudent to stop at any of them, | 

Had we landed earlier, even | 

They would 

have taken up arnfs against us, and we 
might have lost our lives ; so that, for our 
safety, we continued down the river, al- 
thbugh we had great desire to go on shore. 
In the course of the day and night, we 
travelled, according to our estimation, a 
distance little short of a hundred miles. — 
Our course was nearly east. The Niger, 
in many places, and for a considerable 
way, presented a very magnificent ap- 
pcarance, and, we believe, to be nearly 
eight miles in width.” 

From the Liverpool Mercury. of August 17. 

Cook, THE MURDERER oF MR. Pass. — 

The trial of this wretched criminal came 

upon which day the Court was crowded to 
exeess. During the reading of the indict- 
ment the prisoner, who from the fitst dis- 

played the greatest self-possession, took 

out a pocket Testament, and appeared to 
be engaged in reading it. 
On being asked the question, ‘‘ Are you 

guilty or not guilty ?” he responded most 
audibly, *‘ Guilty.” 

The learned Judge, after a short 
pause, said, ‘‘ I suppose you are aware of 
the consequences of that plea ?”’ 

He replied, “I am.” 
Judge—** And you make it deliberately 

and advisedly ?”’ 
Prisoner—*'‘ I do.” 
The prisener again looked to the book, 

and the learned Judge, addressing him, 
said, * Attend to me now, not to the book ; 
you may look at your books hercafter. 
Do you mean to adhere to the answer 
you have just given, and are you deter- 
mined to persevere in it ?”’ 

Prisoner—* I am.” 
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speech, sentenced the prisoner to be hang- 
ed on Friday, and that he should be after- 
‘wards gibbeted.” Ff 

“+The Leicester Herald, speaking of this 
wretched man a few daysprevious to his tri- 

al, observes * that within the last ten 

days, the penitence and contrition shown 

by him is surprising. He says he had the 
murder in contemplation a week previous 

to committing it ; that, on Mr..Paas coming 
inté his workshop, he shat the door after 

him, and that he then paid him a small 

account, bat denies that he struck him 

while writing she receipt ; that Mr. Paas 

soon after took up a book that lay on the 
press, and, “while examining the binding 

he walked behind him, and immediately 

struck him on the back of kis head, his 

hat being off at the time, that Mr. Paas 
immediately put both his hands to his head 
and staggered towards the door, and, as 

lond as he was able, called out ¢ Murder!’ 

that he /Cook) again struck him another 

severe blow en the top of his head, and 

finding it not quite sufficient, he dealt out 

a third, which brought him to the ground 

—he fell heavily on his side, and rolled 
over on his back, lis arms gave two or 

three convulsive shakes, and all was still. 

lie then locked the door and left. On re- 

turning in the evening, he stumbled over 
his victim on the floor, which shook his 

nerves dreadfully, but on commencing to 
cut up the body, he recovered his usual 

firmness, and was so little discomposed 

that he could have gone on with the hor- 
rid work much longer than he did, if there 

had been any necessity for it. Ile then 
declared, as a dying man, that he consum- 

ed every particle of the body, clothes and 

ali, except what was found.” 
On Saturdav, the 4th instant, hearing Pp 

the bells ring on the Judges coming iatv 
town, he seemed very tnuch agitated, and 
said it was a melancholy sound to him, but 
talked of his death. with great firmness 
and composnro. He was also visited by 
his father, who, perhaps, had better have 

remained away, for, on seeing his unfortu- 

nate son, ha began to upbraid, him, and] 

asked him how he could think of doing 
such a dreadful deed ; that he had brought 
disgrace on the family, and that he never 
was before a magistrate in his life, except 

on this account. This conversation was 
soon, however put a stop to by the arri- 
val of the chaplain. The old man then 

leTt, but did not seem much distressed. In 
the evening he was again visited by iss 
Payne, of Sulby, who had several pla 
cards printed to stick up in his cell, with 
Scripture mottos, *“ I know that my Re. 
deemer liveth ;”’ * Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom,” &c. 
The penitent state of feeling on the part 
of the criminal, was brought about chiefly | 

by the impression made upon his mind by 
Miss Owston and Miss Payne, who have 

attended him in his cell, and read reli: 
gious works to him frequently. 

THE EXECUTION. 
Cooke was executed on Friday, at Lei- 

cester. As early as five o'clock a great 
crowd began to assemble round the coun- 
ty gaol, and their number kept increasing 
until ten o’clock, when they amounted to 
near 40,000. Since his condemnation on 
Thursday, he appeared quite prepared for 
his fate. The time appointed for his exe] 
cution was half past nine o’clock, about 
a quarter of an hour previous to which 
time the Under Sherif (Mr. Berridge) 
and retinue arrived at the gaol. At about 
half-past nine the culprit, preceded by the | 
Under Sheriff and clergyman, followed by | 
the town and county, 
a firm step to the drop On coming out 
on the scaffold, the unhappy culprit gazed | 
intently round, and waved his hand on re- 
coguising several former acquaintances. 
He appeared totally engaged in prayer, 

to judge the world.” The rope.was then 
placed round his neck, and he immediate- 

a white cambrick pocket 
handkerchief. ‘The drop fell, and he was 
very soon nomore. He struggled violent- 
ly for the space of about twe minutes. 

A KEY TO BOTH HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT. 

A very thick, a very cheap, and a ve- 
ry useful volume has just been pubblish- 
ed under the above title. It was announ- 
ced twelve months since as the ¢ Par- 
liamentary Pocket Book ;”” but the work 
extending to the size of a Bible, the title 
was changed to one more appropriate. 

The volume embraces information 
which every one sught to know, but which, 
nevertheless, is known to very few. ¥ Ii 
contains the history of ancient parlia- 
ments ; is written with great research and 
clearness ; details the usages, privi- 
leges and customs of both houses with 
great minuteness ; and to the list of peers 
appends their rank, connextons, office, 
honours, and influence. The lale state of 
representation is recorded, and will be use- 
ful as a record ; ana to the list of mem- 
bers is annexed a fair description of the 
constituency that returned them, These 
are the leading features of the book ; but 
there are many minor points which must 
render the work indispensible to every 
one who wishes to know the way in which 
things are managed ia Parliament. It ig 
true, the change of system renders many 
of the statements now only thiags of his- 
tory ; but still thé principal details will be 
found always useful. As the work, 
though comparatively cheap, will, {rom its 
size, be confined to the more opulent class 
of readers, we purpose, for the informa- 
tion of the less affluent, to condense such 
parts as are of more immediate and gene- 
ral interest. : 
Manner of sitling wn the Lord's House. 
When the King is present in Parlia- 

ment, he sits at the upper end of the House 
of Lords, in a throne or chair of state ; 

~
 

The learned judge then placed the black 
cap on his head, and, in a most impressive lof state, over his head ; on bis right (if 

having a crimson velvet canopy, or cloth 

a — - 

he have children or brothe
r so named) 

sits the Prince of Wales, o 

Duke of York ;——both un 

canopy. 

an office be in existence 

bishops of Canterbury and York. 

surer, (when 

Dukes, exeept those of the royal family. 

‘their creation. 

fore the woolsacks, sit the .Viscounts ; and 

upon the next, the Barons :. all in the or- 

der of their creation. 

. The Lord Great Chamberlain of Eng- 

land, the Lord High Constable, the Earl 

Marshall, the Lord High Admiral (when 

such office is not in commission) the Lord 

Steward of the King’s Household, the 

of the same rank of nobility with’ them- 

scives ; and if any of them be Bishops, 

the said offices. | 
The Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper 

of the Great Seal, when the King is not 
resent, sits on the first woolsack, in front 

of the throne ; his Great Seal and Mace 

being placed before him. This is the 

place, as Speaker of the House of Lords 

but whenever the [House is formed into a 

Committee ; or whenever the Chancellor 

1s desirous of speaking on any question, 

he takes his seat among his Peers accord- 

ing to his proper rank of nobility. 
On the other woolsacks sit the Judges, 

‘the King’s Council at Law, and the Mas. 

ters in Chancery.: these not being Ba- 
rons, have no suffrage in Parliament : 
they sit in the House of Peers merely to 

give their advice when the same is required. 
When the King is absent, the Lords at 

their entrance do reverence to the throne 

or chair of state. On such occasions, 

the Judges may sit, but may not be cover- 
ed till the Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, 
signify to them the leave of the Lords. 

The King’s Council and Masters in Chan- 
cery sit also, but they are never covered. 

Manner of silhing in the Commons’ House. 

The Commons sit in their honse promis- 
cuously : the Speaker has a chair or seat 

fixed at the upper end ; and the Clerk, | 
with his assistants, sit near him at the ta- 
ble, just below the chair. The members 
of the House of Commons never had any 
rohes, except the speaker and clerks, who, 
always in the House, wear gowns, as pro- 
fessors of the law do in term time ; also, 
the four members for the city of London, 
who on the first day of every rew Parlia- 
ment wear scarlet gowns, and sit altoge- 
ther on the right hand of the chairs, nex: 
to the speaker. —Each member, as he en- 
ters the House, makes his obeisance to the | 
speaker by raising his hat; which he im- 
mediately replaces, however, as he goes to 
his seat. 

Previously to debates upon great pub- 
lic questions, it 1s customary for the mem- 

pgavler, walked with i bers to take their places at an early hour in By 
the afternoon ; this is done by writing 
their names upon a piece of paper, and 
wafering it upon the back of the seat 
which they were desirous of securing. 

His Majesty’s ministers aud the leaders 
of Opposition ure alone exempt, by cour- 
tesv, from this ceremony : they sit on the 

ters on the speaker’s right hand, andthe 

behind their respective leaders : 

strength of their partizans. 

Manner of voling and speaking on Questions. 
In the Lords’ House, the peers give 

their votes, or suffrages, by ULeginning 
with the lowest baron ; and so on with 
the rest, serialim, until all have express- 
ed their opinions ; each one answering 
apart * Content,” or ‘“Not Content.” 
If the affirmatives and negatives should 
happen to be equal in number, the 
question 1s invariably presumed to be in 
the negative, (semper prazsumitur pre 
negante,) and the Not Contents have the 
effect of an absolute majority. 

In the House of Commons, the mem- 
bers vote by ¢« Ayes’ and ¢ Noes’ alto- 
gether ; but if it be doubtful which is the 
greater number, the House divides. If 
the question be whether any Bill, Peti- 
tion. &c. is to be brought into the House, 
then the * Ayes,” or approvers of the 
same, go out ; but, if it be upon any 
thing which the House is once possess- 
ed of, the “Noes” go out. Upon all 
quesiions where the House divides, the 
Speaker appoints four tellers,~two of 
each opinion ; whos after they have told or 
numbered those within, places themselves 
in the passage between the bar and the 
door, in order to tell those who went out: 
who, till then, are not’ permitted to re-en- 
ter the House. This being done, the two 
tellers who have the majority take the 
right hand, and all four plaeing themselves 
within the bar, make three reverences as 
they advance towards the table ; where 
they deliver the written numbers saying 
—“The Ayes that went out are so many : 
the Noes who remained are so many REN 
and vice versa, as it may happen. This the 
Speaker repeats, declaring the majority. 

Farther off, on the right hand, and 

somewhat in advance, aro placed, on 8 
og ws neral, (if such : 

form, the King’s Vicar cy od , 4 Arch- | never speaks to any question, except the 
Below | House be in a Committee ; nor doeg }, 

these, on another form, are seated the 

Bishops of London, Darham, and Wi
n- 

chester ; then, the rest of the Bishops, 

according to their priority of consecrat
ion. 

On the King’s left hand, upon forms. are 

seated the Lord Chancellor, or Lord 

Keeper of the Great Seal, the Lord Trea-
 

such office is not in com- 

mission,) the Lord President of the King’s 

Privy Council, and the Lord Privy Seal: — 

although only barons, .these sit above all 

On the same side sit the Dukes, Marquess- 

es, and Earls, according to the dates of 

Lord Chamberlain, and the principal Secre- 

taries of State, if peers, sit above all others 

‘above ajl Bishops not invested with any of 

Such an intimation is generally respected. | 

each party, generally, sit on the benches 
this is 

always the case when questions of mo- |. ind to Solicitors or Attorneys employed by 
ment are to be. discussed : botn sides | Peers ; nor iu their own persons, to breaches of 
being - anxious tv display the collective the peace, (particularly where they refuse to 

Te —— 

In a Committee of the whole Hos, 
9) 

bis left the [the way of dividing is by changing sige. 

ee the same |the Ayes taking the right and "48 
Noo! 

the left hand of the Speaker’s cj, 

On such occasions there are but tw (). 

lers. 
In the House of Commons the Speaker 

even vote, unless the number of voteq 
both sides of the Houae be equal when 

his casting vote decides the majority |, 

the Lords, ifthe Chancellor be desirgyg 
of giving kis opinion, he must leave 

woolsack, and go to his place among (},, 

rank of nobility to which he belongs |p 

he be not a peer he may neither spe,) 
the question, nor vote upon it byt ir, 

peer, he has a vote on every questioy. 
The Speaker of the Commons is py}; 

bited, by the rules of the house, from per- 
suading and dissuading the Member i, 
the passing of any Bill ; his duty is mere. 
ly to make a plain and short narrative of 

On the first form, across the house, be- | bis obje
ct. 

When any member of the House of 

Commons is desirous of speaking op 4 
Bill before the House, he stands up iq hs 

to the Speaker. Inthe House of Peers 
on the contrary, the orator addresses in. 

self to the Lords generally, only, in ei. 
ther case he may remain onhis legs for an 
indefinite length of time ; using whatever 
arguments, and entering into as many de- 

tails, as he pleases; but having once sat 
down, he is not permitted, unless person- 
ally reflected on, to speak again on the 
same day, to the same matter ; or on the 
same reading of the same Bill, even al. 
though his arguments be confuted by ano- 

ther member ; but if the whole House 
should be turned into a Committee on any 
business, than any member may reply as 
often as he pleases, or us the Chairman of 
the said Committee may judge expedient. 

Petitions and molions fo bring in Bills, 

To bring a Bill into the lIouse of Cem- 

mons, if the relief sought by it be of a 

private nature, it 18 necessary to prefer a 
Petition ; which is presented by a mem- 

ber and usually sets forththe grievance de- 
sired to be removed, or the object desired 

'to be obtained. Jad if the Petition be 

| founded on facts that may in their nature 

‘be disputed, it is then referred te a Com. 

‘mittee of Members, who examine the mat- 
‘ter alleged, and report their opinion of the 
‘same to the House ; and then (or other 

‘wise, upon the mere petition) leave is 
'given to Bring in the Bill. 
| With respect to the public Bills, they 
‘are introduced by way of motion to the 

' House, without any petition and it is usu- 
‘al, first of all, for a member to give notice 
of his future intention to move for leave to 
‘bring in a Bill | 

Franking Lelters. 

The franking of letters is a privilege common. 
‘to the Members of both Houses. The very 
| great, and necessary privilege being formerly 
| grossly abused, is now so restricted by statute, 
‘that no individuals can frank ¢ more than ten, 
‘nor receive more than fitteen letters in any one 
‘day; and ¢* no letter or package so franked 
“or received may exceed one ounce in weight ; 
‘also, ““ if any person be convicted of forging or 
‘counterleiting the superscription. or oi alter- 
ing the date of any letter or packet, in order to 
‘avoid the payment of the duty of postage, he 
‘shall be transported for sevea years.” 

Privilige of Peers 
| Peers of the Realm are the heriditaryCoun- 
‘sellors of the Crown ; and may, whenever they 
‘consider it necessary, demand admittance to the 
King’s presence to advise with him on affairs 
of moment, 

the law of Seandalum JMagnatum, any 
‘person convicted of’ spreading scandalous re- 
ports respecting a Peer, or Bishop, no mater 
‘whether true or false, is subject to fine and 1n- 
prisonment, 
| "I'he persons of Peers are tor ever sacred and 
inviolable from arrest and imprisonment for 
‘debts, trespasses, &c. and they cannot be out- 
| lawed in any civil action ; nor can any attach- 
‘ment lie against their persons. This freedom 

front benches next the table ; the minis- | from arrest extends to their families, servants, 
‘and followers, as well at to all persons necessa- 

Opposition on the left. , The favourers of | Tily employed about their estates or persons 
‘during the session of Parliament, as well as {or 
twenty days before and after each session. — 
I'his privilege, however, does not if any case 

give security to keep the same,) treason, or le- 
lony, or indeed any indictable offence whatso- 
ever ; neither is their property exempted {fom 
sale or sequestration. : 
To assault a Peer, or Lis menial servant, is a 

high contempt, and may be punished with great 
severity. 
Peers can qualify a certain number of chap- 

lains : viz. a Duke, six : a Marquess or Karl, 
five : a Viscount, four : and a Baron. three. 
They have the privilege of sitting covered in 

Courts of -Justice ; and are further entitled by 
‘their rank tc a seat with the Judge on the 
bench. Vo, 
A Peer cannot lose his nobility but by death, 

or-attainder for high treason. It has been said 
that if a Baron or other Peer waste his estate, 
80 that he be not able to support his rank, the 
King may degrade him, but it has been ex- 
pressly held by authority of the Parliament it- 
self, that a Peer cannot be degraded but by 
Act of Parliament. | 

‘The last, but not the least, privilege of the 
Peerage was granted by Act of Parliament, in 
the first year of Edward VI. chap. 12." . Itis 
equivalent to the privileges, or benefit of cler- 
gy, formerly possessed by the ecclesiastical bo- 
dy im England. In the latter case all persons 
who were clerks or who could read, were exemp- 
ted from the punishment of death, for first of- 
fences in cases of petit treason and capital felo- 
mes ; whilst persons actually in holy orders 
were amenable only to ecclesiastical censure and 
Jurisdiction, and owed no resposibility to secu- 
lar judges, except in case of high-treason, petty 
larceny, and misdemeanor. ‘These privileges 
have, however, been greatly abridged by va« 
rious Acts of Parliament, and a recent one 
(6th Geo. IV. ¢. 25.) "pravides that clerks in 
holy orders, being convicted of clergyable of- 
fences, are liable 10 the same punishment as 
lay persons would be in simiiar situations. 
By the above act of Edward, however, Peers, 
even although they should not be able to read, 

at that 
breaking, highway-robbery, horse-stealing, and 
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place, uncovered, and directs his speec, 

have their privilleges for all offences clergyable 

period, also for the crimes of house- ° 
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