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ENGLAND. 

BATH ELECTION. 
PUBLIC MEETING OF THE FRIENDS 

—~_ OF MR. ROEBUCK. 

A a Electors of the 

City of Bath was held on Thursday last at 

the upper Rooms, for the purpose of meet- 

ing Mr. Roebuck, the new Candidate for 

the Representation of the City, and of as- 

Ld 

Ap ET RRIF SAI 

| ber of Parliament. 

first course of political studies. On th 

contrary, for years past he has been oc 

cupied in acquiring that knowledge ang 

ability so indispensable to a useful mem 
There is nothing ne 

vel to him in the enormities of slavery 

in the impolicy of the Corn Laws, in the 

importance of the currency, in the advan 

tage of general education, the necessit 

of Church Reform, or in the problem of 

Taxation. These subjects have again and 

certaining his principles, and the grounds 

on which he had offered himsel( to the no- 

tice of the. Electors. The meeting was 

held in the great room; which was crowd- 

ed to excess. Shortly after one o’clock, 

the time appointed for commencing the 

proceedings, Mr. Roebuck, accompanied 

by Mr. Hume and several other gentlemen,
 

entered the room amid the cheers of the 

assembly, and the business of the meeting 

was immediately opened by Alexander 

Falconer, Esq. moving that Mr. William 

Hunt do take the Chair which was carri- 

ed by acclamatior. 

Mr. HUNT on assuming that situation, 

said, — Ata meeting of this character a
nd 

importance, | should not have presumed 

to take this Chair, had it not been with 

your sanction and at your desire. [trust 

that this will secure me from any imputa- 

tion of vanity or officious forwardness. — 

While 1 acknowledge the honour you have 

done me, I feel all the importance of ghis 

meeting. This is not the whisper of a 

faction, nor will this room be the arena 
for 

the conflict of political prejudices ; but, I 

trust. a theatre for the declaration of our 

honest convictions, and a temple for the 

sacrifice of every consideration that comes
 

between a regard to the welfare of this 

city and the interests of the country. 

The great object of our; meeting is to 

exercise our elective franchise,and I thin
k 

we should do this not only with the exercise 

of our judgment, but to the satisfaction of 

eur conscience. Applause.) I say, our! 

conscience ; because, while I look upon 

the elective franchise as a just accession 

of political power, 1 also feel that it brings 

with 1t an accession of political responsibi- 

lity. [feel that whatever influence it gives 

us in the construction and character of the 

House of Commons, to the same extent it 

makes us responsible for the laws which 

that House shall enacé, or the principles it 

shall adopt in matters of foreign amd do- 

mestie policy. 
Both the power and the responsibility of 

the eleetive franchise are something new 

in this city, at least as to the number of 

those who are in possession ef such a trust; 

and if we have any satisfaction in reflectiog 

how long this right was monopelized from 

us, it ean only be 1a the thought that we 

are no way responsible for the errors and 

evils that resulted from the partial and in- 

terested exercise of that monopolized 

right. But whatever may have been the 

state of things in time past, it is new cer- 

tain that we have no corporate monopoly 

to urge against our political responsibility. 

The elective franchise has been, wih all 

the solemnity of law, deposited in our own 

hands. We are now free to choose our 

flepresentatives. 
for eur sentiments and feelings. We 

may now obtain a hearing in the House of 

Commons. Possessing the elective fran: 

chiso, we ean no longer be guiltless of op- 

pressien, of injustice, of any abuses, eor- 

ruptions, or exactions, if we do not exer- 

cise that franchise to stem and repress 

these evils. (Immense applause.) 

What then is obviously our duiy, but 

to ehoose a man for our Representative, 

who has a sympathy with our principles 

and sentiments, and who has the ability 

and courage to declare and maintain them; 

Such a man, | cordially believe, is Mr. 

Roebuck : and to such a man I believe we 

may safely and profitably entrust our in- 

(erests. [Asteunding cheers.] 

be is mot a native of this city, he is not one 

of our every day acquaintance ; nor am I 

aware that he has any property in this 

city. - But none of these things enter into 

the qualifications that ought to be held in- 

dispensable in our Parliamentary Repre- 

sentative. The nativity of Mr. Roebuck 

will be of no aceount in a Parliamentary 

debate ; if we think so, we had better get 

the nativity of the severalCandidates cast, 

and only send him to Parliament who has 

been bora under a lucky star. ‘The 

Speaker of the house of Commons will 

never say, Mr. Roebuck, T ean’t -enter- 

tertain your motion, beeause you have 
no 

houses in Milsom street ; nor will tire 

House of Commons estimate his views 

and sentiments by ‘the number of dinners 

he has given in Bath. : 

No ! these are not the qualifications for 

a Reformed Parliament. A convivial spi- 

rit, a glow of ambition, and the prepaos- 

gession of partial friends, will be regarded 

in that Parliament as poor substitutes for 

political education and talent. Neither 

will a meer experience in pecuniary trans- 

actions be held adequate to the purposes
 

(Applause.) Oh 

“vo. I conceive our member should pos 

qualifieations something bevond these. 

sig should have beer éxercised up- 

[lis WZ] subjects ; and he should be 

on poliicEngh the science of Govern- 

acquainted Wiyld be one who not only 

ment. He shob.q have crept upon us 

sees the abuses thaeg who has the dili- 
and our institutions, blgeir sources, and 

geneé to trace them to ly without in- 
the courage to lop off bo6. ¢hould be a 

juring tne parent trunk. Hey (he great 

man who will not start aside frog or give 

questions he must grapple with Nps the 

up the interests of his constituents, 
, 

ease of silence and insignificance. 
§,. 

word, a man that has been fitted by (,¢ 

cation, by mental discipline, and 
by seyg 

pursuits, (or this work ; and these , 

qualifications, this is the fitness that 4, 

R. possesses. [Cheers ] This gen, 

It istrue,! 

so thawe may fairly conclude, fis opinions 

have not been hastly formed, but are the re- 

salts of elaborate thought and patient abour. 

If then we are in earnest for legitimate 

quulifications in our Candidate, we can» 

not despise the claims of Mr. Roebuck ; 

and without meaning to disparage any 

other Candidate, I do think that, in this 

respect at least, he is entitled to our gre- 

ference and deserves our voles. 

Aud the importance of qualifications is 

especially evident when we consider the 

| great questions that must shortly be dis- 

cussed in Parliament. .2ad ought we to 

send any man who will merely beat the 

air and fight uncertainly is such a field of 

battle, and in such a battle of interests ? 

[s Slavery, for instance, a question to be 

lightly dealt with ? After nearly every 

remonstrance of the crown with the West- 

India Planter has been despised and diso- 

beyed ; after the mockery of a protecting 

council has been detected ; while whip- 

ping, from 10 to 39 lashes, may still be 

inflicted without responsibility ; alter 

Grand Juries have ignored bills ofthe just- 

est ‘character, and thus shut the portals of 

common justice against the oppressed ; 

after the ministers of religion have been 

groes punished for being seen at prayer 

Shame, shame !]—after these things, 1 

say, are we not to send a man to Parlia~ 

ment who has the clearest idea of these 

wrongs, who will throw himself as a cham- 

pion between the oppressor and the op- 

pressed, and rescue us from the personal 

guilt of sanctioning these enormities f— 

[Immense cheering |] He has said that 

he shall consider the extinction of Slave- 

ry < a holy duty,” end I shall understand 

by that, that he willtake the first possible 

opportunity to contend for emancipation. 

It is satisfactory also to see the just 

importance that Mr. R. gives to general 

education. This appears especially need- 

ed, when we hear that, from a canvass 

recently made in Herefordshire by the 

Bible Society, it appeared that out of 

42,000 persons there were 22,000 unable 

to read. I trust that education will be 

conducted upon a plan that has been prov- 

ed to be excellent threugh a leng course 

of experience—I mean the system of the 

British and Foreign School Society, by 
which the children receive an ordinary 

and scriptural education, and no distinc- 

tions of sect or persuasion are admitted. 

(Applause. ] 
For the domestic happiness of the peo- 

ple, Mr. R. is decided upon the fate of 

the assessed taxes, and he considers that 

he shall best promote the general comfort 

and satisfaction by their total repeal.— 
We have now an organ | [Cheers 

Besides these, there are various other: 

points,—such asthe Corn Laws, the Cur- 

reney, the Bank and Kast-India questions, 

—a!l requiring the aid of sound political 

knowledge ; and as these sow press all 

together upon the government for disposal, 

we may easily pereeive that the vessel of 

the state is in a track of very difficult and 

dangerous navigation. It is true our po- 

litical horizon is yet unelouded. It may 
not, however, long remain so : and it is 

awful to contemplate in what position and 

circumstances a storm might place the 

State. Jnd what, when the waves of 

clashing opinions come rolling in upon her, 
when the tempest of cenflicting interests 

make her quiver to her keel, and public 

mistrust, like distructive shoals, appear 

in the distance,—what then will give us 

hope and satisfaction but the thought that 

we have given to Parliament that man 

who of those that solicited our suflrages 

al assistance ? [Loud cheers.| Jad 

‘surely it is no mean testimony to the me. 

rits of Mr. Roebuck, that he has earned 

' the recommendation of Mr. Hume, a gen-| 
in their endeavours to make the Bill effi- 'tleman who hus gained a most just and 

(honourable reputation by an andeviating 
| course ef political rectitude. As an ndi- 

| vidual, I feel greatful for the interest he 
‘has taken in our election, and 1 rejoice to 

‘see him amongst us, if it were only to say, 

‘how highly we appreciate his indefatigable, 

“his disinterested, his patriotic exertions. 
' I sav, then, that this Gentleman has 
recommended Mr. Roebuck to our sup- 

| port ; and I feel persuaded that he has 
only done so from a deep conviction that 

Mr. Roebuck is qualified to fulfil the du- 
ties af a representative, and to do good 

to hiscountry. It is upon the same prin- 
| ciple, ‘and from the same impression, that 
I conceive we ought to support him. | 
think the question between the Candidates 
is more a question of qualification than 
any other j and I certainly think, if the 
matter is to.be decided upon that ground, 
that Mr. Roebuck will gain his election. 
In jastice to ourselves and our country, we 
ought to take no other ground, aud all mi- 

nor considerations should be sacrificed to 
the demands of public duty. If we adopt 

this principle, we shall be secure ; for if 

our judgment should, by a possibility, de- 
ceive us, our conscience will be satisfied. 

—1 will now call upon Mr. Hume to tes- 

tify to the merits of Mr. Roebuck. « 

Josern Hume, Esq. M. P., then rose 
amid immense cheering, and said :—Mr 

Chairman, and Electors of the City of 

Bath ; in the first instance, {et me axplain 
why I, not having the honour to be an 
elector of this City, am here before you. 
[ have been for fifteen years; as you are 

man has not just issued from domesti
8, 

commercial life, nor just entered 
upon t 

well aware, the uncompromising advo- 

again occupied his thoughts and his pen ; | 

brutally abused, religion dispised, acd ne- Pp 

was best qualified to render some effectu-| 

S
—
 

cate for a Reform in Parliam
ent ; and, 

from continiied and often laborious
 inquiry 

into the state of the Country an
d the ma- 

chinery of Government, I came to th
e con- 

clusion, that while this or that measure 

might be productive of beneficia
l effects 

to this or that interest, no substantial 

good could result to the Country an
d the 

community at large, but from su
ch a Re- 

form in Parliameot as would give t
he peo- 

5 a direct control over every shilling 

+ ow from their pockets by taxation: 

[Cheers Gentlemen, if you will allow 

me, isk you a simple question—How 

would oli act in your private affairs with
 

regard to employing persons to do such 

things as it is impossible you should your- 

selves do > Would you not expect such 

persons to be responsible to you ? Now 

if you would allow your judgment
 to di- 

rect you, on the same principle, In 

the selection of Members of the House 

of Commons, it would be impessible that 

men so chosen could be guilty of any very
 

great mistake. If any one hire a servant, 

does he not inquire what is his characte
r ? 

what are his capabilities 2 You have but 

to apply the same test to your Represen- 

tatives ;—to act with them as you do in 

the every-day transactions of life ;—to 

apply the samo principles, which you ap- 

ply to matters affecting you only in a pri- 

vale pecuniary point of view, to subjects 

that affect your interests yet more widely ; 

and not only your interests, but vour h- 

berties and your lives. On my first en- 

tering into political life, the course of rea- 

soning which led me to become a Reformer 

was this,—I found it to be impossible to 

apply to the present system of Govern- 

ment the principle that taxation and re- 

resentation should go hand in hand 

[cheers] : this being the point upon which 

the only Representative system rests. I 

will put a question ;—what 1s or should] 

be the object of government ? the protec- 

tion ofperson and of property, and the es- 

tablishment of such laws as shall tend to 

give to the community the greatest possi- 

ble: happiness extended to the greatest 

possible number. [Cheers] Ought then 

any set of meng purporting to represent 

the wishes of the Country, to be placed 

in such a situation as shall give them the 

the power of imposing unlimited taxation 

—at least, unlimited but by the power of 

the people to pay ; for that, I am sorry to 

say, has been the only limit—[hcar, and a 

laugh] onghtthey to have the power of tak- 

ing money from the pockets of the people to 

such an extent, and to apply it to other 

purposes than that only legitimate one, 

the public benefit 2 [+ No.”] Will any 

Anti-Re‘ormer say that such is the right 

principle > 1 beg pardon, will any one 

say that it is so ? for, gentlemen, we have 

not now an Anti-Reformer in all England! 

They have all become Reformers! [Laugh- 

ter.] Having come, by very few and very 

simple steps, to these conclusions upon 

Reform Bill, for Reform is yet to be effect- 

ed, and the Bill is but the instrument by 

which we hope to effect all the changes 

which we desire to see effected ; and 1 

congratulate you heartily upon that Bill, 

because I believe it will be the means of 

extending good government throughout 

the world—having come to these conclu- 

sions ; give me leave tc state, that I am 

here in consequence of a requisition [rom 

many very respectable electors of your 

city, requiring to know if 1 could point 

out an individual perfectly unconnected 

with the two great parties who have so 

long divided the eountry between them, 

and not alone the country, but,—a more 

a
 PY ’ 

Le 

people to be a most jmportant considera 

Reform, or rather | would say upon the |P 

material affair,—the loaves and fishes too 

(cheers and laughter,] to which system, | 

gentlemen, you must put an end, or Re- | 

form will be useless-—having, I say, been 

solicited to point out such an individual, 

one perfectly capable of filling the office 

of your Representative, une not to be bi- 
ased en ths right hand or on the left, but 

determined to go straight-forward to the 
Reformation of all abuses ;—I, upon the 

maturest consideration, ventured to'return 

this answer :-—iaving served an appren- 
ticeship of fifteen years to the principles: 
of the Reform Bill, and give all my endea- 
vours to ensure the success of that mea- 

sure ; I am ready to render any service in 
my power to assist awy part of the couvatry 

To this 1 added, If you | cient. [Chcers.] 
expect a Candidate to'waste a fortune in a | 
contested election before he can hope to] 

obtain the honour of representing you ;— 

if you will not pledge yourselves to elect 
him free of expense ;—I will oot be the 
person to recommend any man to you. 
(Cheers.) These preliminaries settled, 

Gentlemen, in a manner highly honoura- 
ble to your city, I did recommend Mr. 
Roebuck to you, as a man in whose hands 
any constituency would be safe ; and, af- 
ter some other inquiries directed by par- 

ties totally unknown to me, the applicants 
invited that Gentleman to offer himself as 
a Candidate for the City of Bath. As to 
my connection with Mr. Roebuck, I have 

known him several years ; and have been 

allied with him in the operations of a Soci- 

ety for the Promotion and Diffusion of 
Educatisn. (Cheers.) And why edu- 

cation >——Because I have been told by 
those who have so long stoodjin the way of 
Reform, that it was neither proper nor 
safe to trust political power in the hands 
of the ignorant ; and thus I have had the 
want of education held up to me as a 
bar to any extension of the elective fran- 
chise——a franchise which, I feel, every 

man has a right to enjoy——-(Cheers)--not 

for his own benefit, not for his single indi- 
vidual advantage, bat in trust for the 
whole community of which he .forms but 

an individual member: be it thea his 
care to be cautious to whom he devolves 

a trust which may lead, as it is abused | 

or heldsacred to the misery or the happi- | 
ness of the country. (Cheers) Ithere-| 

fore conceive the education of the 

x LW be 

eform ; for, as the 
tion in the cause of R Fol Quivia 

rising sun eagon the m
ists © 

ing; so will educ 
: 

nih enable men to dis
tinguish truth yer 

falsehood, and make t
hem more calculate 

to effect Reform—more
 able to enjoy it. 

(Cheers.) To this important subjec
t Mr. 

Roebuck brings the most 
perfect co-ope- 

ration, ‘and the ability necessary to suc
- 

cessful exertion. Gentlemen, he 1s not a 

Conformer but a Reformer, (C
heers;) and 

that, I assure you, is a point of immense 

importance ; for let us not forget that mi- 

racul6ous changes have lately ta
ken place 

in the opinion of individuals, and that or 

every side we see them anxiou
s to make 

that Bill efficient now it is carried, whi
ch, 

when it was in progress, they would h
ave 

risked even a civil war to prevent.— 

[ Cheers and Laughter. ] The correctness 

of Mr. Roebuck’s principles on the
 qu e- 

tion of education is sufficiently preved by 

the manner in which he has a
dvocated the | 

repeal of - the taxes on Knowledge. He 

has pointed out with the most com
menda- 

ble zeal the advantages which would a
rise 

to the people from the removal of those 

imposts, forming as they do 80 serious an 

obstacle to the diffusion of education. 

It istrue; that among all whom I knew to 

be worthy of the attention of a [ree aonsti-. 

tuency, I might have recommended many 

who would have done honour to the choice 

of the electors of Bath ; and it 1s equal- 

ly true, that Mr Reebuck never asked me 

once to interfere in his behalf ; but in 

looking round, that | might be enabled to 

reply ‘to an application so honourable to 

myself and to you, and convinced that 

from a city so intellectual as Bath the ap- 

plication was founded upon the best of 

principles, I conceived that [ coula not 

better discharge the duty you had impos- 

ed upon me than in recommending my 

friend Mr. Roebuck to your notice. Gen- 

tlerflen, he had been for some time il, 

and the first thing which I did, on sending 

for him, was to assure myself that he was 

in a°condition to serve vou, by asking him 

how he was ? and on receiving. for an an- 

swér that he was better ; the next ques- 

tion I put to him was,whether he was will- 

ing to devote these abilities which [ know 

he possessed to your services : and this, 

| remember, was not previous, but subse- 

quent to your application to me. [Cheers] 

The illness of Mr. Roebuck, I wish you 

to understand, proceeded from his exer- 

tions in the cause of liberty. Hear, hear. 

[is mind is too great for his physical pow- 

ers ; he has taboured too hard for the 

people ; and his exertions in their favour 

‘have endangered that health which 1 hope 

he will soon fully recover for the public 

benefit. 
But it is from the dissemination of know- 

ledge alone that we can hope to see those 

two great parties to which I have before 

alluded superseded by the party of the 
eople ; and my firm conviction is, that it 

will ultimately tend as much %o the beune- 

fit of those who seek to withhold our rights 

as to those who are strong to obtain them. 

[Cheers.] And, with the hopes that it may 

prove so, do I introduce to you a gentle- 

man who, by talents, independence, and 

integrity, is eminently qualified to repre- 
sent you in Parliament. 

[ may be asked, what qualifications I 

consider to be essential forthe recemmen- 

dation of a eandidate to your notice ? and 

I will answer, that they are not exactly 

based upon the principles professed by 

the present ministry. In saying this, let 
me not be misunderstood. I have hither- 
to been their steady supporter; and so 

long as they advocate and support those 
measures which are for the public good, | 
will continue to support them ; but if they 
forget those principles, 1 they shriok (rom 

any one of those pledges which they have 
given, wilrether in Church or State, in ¥i-| 

nance or in Liaw, I will support thein no 
longer. [Cheers.] 1 will perform my du- 
ty, and I hope you will do yours by at- 
taching yourselves not to men, but to prin- 
ciples. : 
To enter even but slightly into the various 

questions on which I conceive it to be of the 
highest importance that you should ascertain 
the sentiments of such Gentlemen as may otter 
themselves to your notice, would occupy too 
much of your time ;—as they affect many insti- 
tutions in themselves of the utmost value to so- 
ciety, -and without which society itself’ would 
be dissolved. I have, however, noted down a 
few of them—it is almost as long as a taylor’s 
bill. (Laughter.) Indeed gentlemen, it is nO 
laughing matter. I regret to say that the 
subject has been treated entirely on the same 
principle as that on which the wolves acted 
when they demanded that the sheep should dis- 

miss their watch dogs. (Hear.) The doc- 
trines of those who have monopolized power 
has been, whenever a mason or carpenter has | 
risked an opinion on a political gubject to check 
him with a—*' ‘I'his can be no business of 
yours ; let your betters decide it.” (A laugh.) 
Indeed I have never, in the whole course of my 

litical existence, known any other language 
applied by *Squire Thomas to Faimer John, 
when he presumed to speak upon the subject, 
than—¢¢ Leave that to us’ (excessive laugh- 
ter); and Il dare say there is many a tightlaced 
gentleman strolling at times in Milsom street, 
who while he is living on your labour,—and I 
think I could point out some such characters, 
would make use of the same expressions to 
you. (Hear, hear.) Its by listening, and I 
am sorry to say not only listening but attend- 
ing to such recommendations, that reform has 
been so long delayed ; and those who gave the 
advice have acted as any steward would have 
acted to whom the management of property 
was entrusted without any respor:ibility—they 
have acted for their own interests. We, how- 

| ever, begin to see at length what (cols we have 
been.” And what are we now to do? Weare 
to take advantage of the power-which the Bill 
has placed in our hands to eflect a reform of 
this system ; for I look upon the Billonly asa 
means by which we shall be enabled to carry 
into effect all that is desirable ; and to do this, 
you are now called upon to give your votes not 
from fear, favor, or affection. If you give 
away your money, I challenge yon not :;— 
but do not give away your vote, because 

| the person who asks you for itis your next- 
door neighbour, or because you have a cash 

account in his books. (Hear, laoakisr . 

cries of ¢ That’s Hobhouse.”y fi { povithne 
placed in a jury-box, would you fisten to the 

suggestions ol any party concerned in the y 
ation dispel the clouds of | c,.0 10 bias your verdict? You would shudde, 

at the monstrous proposition. If then y, 
scruple to do such a thing when the interest v 
but one-person is concerned, how much ry 
should you shrink from such a course whep the 
interests of millions are perilled! [I .wigh Toe 
not to be led away by the specious argumag 
that pledges ought not to be demandeq . ho’ 

how is it possible that you are to know whay a 
the principles of a Candidaté unless you questin. 
him? and what better method can you employ i 
prevent his deceiving you than by binding hi ’ 
down in such a manner that he cannot Teceds 
without dishonour? (Hear, hear.) Gp : 
 tlemen, it is of the highest importance thy, or 
should know how far you can trust a ig % . 
fore you give him a seven year’s lease of on 
liberties. I am one wbo think that leags po 
long. (Applause.) I therefore hope that you 
will require a pledge, {rom whoever yoy a. 
honour with your choice, that he shall vote o 
a repeal of the Septennial Act. (Cheers.) 
never preach what I do not practise; and it ha 
therefore been my pride to resort to my consti 
tuents at the end of each Session of Parlis.. 
ment, that they may have a free OPPOTtunity 
of censuring me either lor acts of omission o 
commission of sins ; and I hold that every Re. 

himself into contact with his constituents, that 
he might learn from themselveswhat are their 
wishes. (Cheers.) lapproveld very much of 
his Majesty’s Ministers not mixing up with the 
Reform Bill either vote by ballot or any alter- 
ation in the duration of Parliaments ; because 
knowing how nicely parties were balanced 
dreaded that it might fright some cold or timid 
friends from our side, and thus endanger tio 
success of the gieat messure. But now we 
have succeeded,—no thanks to our opponents, 
it is our business to leave no opportunity ii 

tried to render the Bill efficient. The. best 
check that 1 know of against your being deceiv- 
ed by Candidates is, to have a public avowa! of 
their principles, and a distinct pledge as to the 
course they intend to pursue. In Scotland,— 
and, by the way, they know well how to cate- 
chise in Scotland,—they have carried the sys- 
tem of catechising Candidates to perfection: 
indeed, so strict has it been, that the Tories, | 

field. (Cheers.) One great advantage of the 
new system is, that it confronts the Elector 
and the Elected face to face ; and therefore | 
think that Parliaments should be shorter, — 
though I am not prepared to limit them to a 
shorter space than three years. [Cries of 
“ Trniennmal Parliaments.””’] I think that any 
further limitation would be fur from beneficial. 
[ am for every man being able to give a free, 
unbiassed vote ; and therefore I am bound to 
declare, that the ballot is essential to protect 
the voters not only from the great who have 
power to injure them, but {rom the poor sho 
may be prejudiced, and who have no such 
power ; because in my opinion, the class with 
whom the franchise is chiefly entrusted—tle 
tradesmen—if uninfluenced, is most likely to 
give an honest and consistent vote [cher]: 

so that if a man would not pledge hims itt 

promote the Ballot,—he should hav: no 

no support of mine. [Cheers.] I believe Al. 
Roebuck wiil advocate this measure also. | 

have been ready to wait without pressing th» 

Ballot until I saw how the new system won. 
work ; but from the loud complaints which 

have from all parts reached me, I am con- 

strained to believe that it is essential to tl 

freedom of election. 1 will not occupy yom 

time much longer in reading and commenting 
spon the list which I hold in my hand; but 

with regard to the taxes on knowledge, I se 

with regret a parliamentary return of 13) per- 

sons committed to prison for various terms for 

selling cheap publications. Now, lookizg at 
| the criminal code of England, when I see the 

' means of distinguishing * right from wrong 

| withheld,—bringing before my recollection th 

| fact that, of 159 persons tried for the Hamy- 

'shire riots, about one in ten only of them could 

| read,—1I am compelled to say that the law 1s 

fashioned first to brutalize the poor man, and 

"then to punish him for being "brutish. [ Lond 

‘cheers, and cries of Shame,] Let the rich 

| have their gilded volumes ; but donot prevent 

| the poor man from spending a penny in works 

'ofinstruction because he cannot afford to lav 

‘out sixpence! [Cheers.] If alaw were made, 

? | denying the privilege of wearing shoes to any 

man who did not pay ten shillings and sixpence 

for them, how monstrous would that he! —1t 

‘would confine the wearing of shoes to thos: 

who could afford that sum: the operation of 

the law isin each case the same. [I would ne- 

ver stand forth to advocate the cause of anv 

man who would not struggle to remove such 

‘an evil ; and Mr. Roebuck wil strive to the 

| utmost to do so. 
I think, gentlemen. that a pledge ought to 

| be required from every, Candidate to support 

the cause of Civil and Religious Liberty.— 

| We can all frame rules for sur civil conduct; 

‘but who, gentlemen, should act so blasphe- 

mously as to interfere between the mind and 

its Creator?’ It may be proper that the law 

‘should sometimes interfere to prevent the us- 

| semination of such doctrines as might he idsn- 

| gerous to the state of society ; but asa gene 

| ral principle, it should be laid down, that the 

conscience of man should be left entirely free 

to follow its own dictates. [Applause] 
We hear much of Negro Slavery ; but the 

men who talk loudest of its evils seem to forget 
that there exists a slavery and a cruelty equally 

| bad in this country, in the impressment ol our 

|seamen, and the ‘flogging ‘in our armies. ~ 

'[Cheers.] Why, gentlemen, what an infam- 

fous thing it is that a man should be torn fron 

| his home, and compelled to serve on board 

ship! and if the despotic countries of Russia, 

of Prussia, and of Austria, can manage theif 

armies without the whip, what is there 
in ad 

Englishman, a Scotchman, or an Irishman, 

‘that he should not be equally open to reasot 

Negro Slavery, impressme
nt of seamen, and 

flogging of soldiers, are three enormities which
 

| I hope and trust ta see abolished altogether 

| [ Loud cheers. } 
| We want a reform in the Law; and Mr. 

"Roebuck has been lied to that profession ; 

he understands its first principles, and when
 he 

| seeks to reform it, he will not introduce 3 

| patchwork reform. 
\" I wish to remove all monopolies, becausd 

| they are the bane of the country ctand first 

would do away with the monopoly of close 

| corporations. [Cheers.] Doubtless they were 

userul in their day, and intended by Govert 

ment to protect the people from the Aristoors: 
‘cy: but we are no longer a nation of helgté ; 

and their use is gone by. ; 

country so cursed with close corporations as 

Scotland ; and they have, themselves late 

met and empowered delegates to draw up a 

Bill throwing them aii open, and placing the 

election of them in the hands of the people. — 

On this point also, I know that Mr. Roebuck’ 

opinion coincides with my own. [Hear.] 

look upon the Corn Laws to be as in
jurious tv 

presentative of the people ought thus to brine 

understand, are nearly all frighted from the 

[ helieve theres no 


