pon such subjects,—
‘ phy or indifference
: M“&Op sing currents
; ents as gliding on in_a smooth and
woruffled chanuel, varied only by the leaves
which the chance winds may blow into the
.stream,~it will offer food for grave con-
templation. However they may emile
‘at the thought of Divive interposition, they
'will recoguise’in this story another proof
‘of the wisdom of the sage of old, who said,
‘that when the Gods had determined to de-
‘stroy a man, they began by depriving him
+of ‘his senses,—that is by making him act
il b bad low hos. _ To the loezpe
. mm. t will teach
-a_lesson of prad more forcible than
ten tho arguments could make it :
they will learn that of which they stand
.deeply in need, dnd which scarce anything
but dear-bought experience car enforce—
to rest satisfied with success, without ex-
-aminingtoo nicely how it has been obtain-
-ed, and never to hazard a dcfeat by push-
fog victory too far. ** Leave well alone”
is a im which a wise man in every sit-
uatiow of lifé will do well to observe ; but
il a barrister hopes to raise to eminence
and distiaction, let him have it deeply en-
graven on the tablet of his memory.

Jo the year 17—, John Smith was in-
dicted for the wilful murder of Heory
Thomson. The case was one of a most

" extraordinary nature, end the interest ex-
cited by it was unparralled. The accused
was a gentleman of considerable property,
residing upon s own estate, in an un-
trequented part of shire. A person,
supposed to be an entire stranger to him,
had lat» in a summer’s day, requested and
obtained shelter and hospitality for the
night. - He bad, it was supposed, after
tuking some slight refreshment, retired to
bed in perfect health, requesting to be
awakened at an early hour the following
morning. When the servant appoinied to
call him entered his room for that purpose,
he was found dead in his bed, perfectly
dead;! and from the appearance of. his
body it' was obvious that be had been so
for many hours. There was not the slight-
‘ool mark of violence on his person, and
the countendnce retained the same ex-
pression which it bad borne daring his
Jife. @Great consternation was of course
excited by this discovery, and enquiries
were immediately made,—first; as to who
the strafiger was—and, secondly, as to
how he met with his death. Both were
uasuccessful. Ae to the former, no in-
formation could be obtained—no clue dis-
covered to lead to the knowledge of his
same, his person; or his occupation. He
had arrived oo horseback, and was seen
passing through a neighbouring village
about an hour before he reached the house
where his exislence was so mysteriously

terminated, but could be traced no farther.
Beyond this ail was conjecture.

With respect to the death, as little coulds
be loarned as of the dead man ; it was,
it is true, sudden, awfully sudden; but
there was no reason, that alone excepted,
to suppose that it was caused by the hand
of man, rather than by the hand of God.
A coroner’s jury was, of course, summon-
ed, and afler an investigation, in which
litthe more could be proved than I have
here stated, a verdict was returned te the
effect that the deceased died by the visi-
talion of God.. Days and weeks passed on
and Jlittle further was known. In. the
mean time rumour had not been 1dle ; sus-
piciohs, vagoe, indeed, and undefined, bat
of a dark and [earful character, were at
first whispered, and afterwards boldiy ex-
-pressed. . ‘The precise object of these sus-|
picions was not clearly indicated ; some
implicated one person, some another ; but
they all poioted to Smith, the master of
‘the house, as concerned in the death of
the stranger. As usual in sach cases,
circumstances totally unconnected with
the transaction in question, matters many
years sntecedent, and relating to other
pom!u as well asto other limes, were
‘used ss auxiliary to the present charge.
The character of Smith, in early life, had
been exposed to much observation. While
bis father was yet alive, he had leit his
‘his native country, involved in debt, known
to have been guilty of great irregularities,
and suspected of not béing over-scrupu-
lous as to ths mode of obtaining those

supplies of money of ‘which he was con-

m io want, and which he ‘seemed
ewhat inexplicably to procure.

 Ten years and more ‘hrd since his
return; aod the events of his youth bhad

bpo? forgotten by msny, snd to many were
entitely unknown : bul, on this oceasion,

they were revived,
osiderable additions,
Two months siter the death~ol the
_stranger, a gentleman arrived at the place,
“impressed with a belief that he was his
brother, and sceking for information either
to confirm or refute his suspicions. The
horse and the clothes of the unfortunate
man #lill remained, and were instan'ly re-
ecgaised : one other test there was,

t’hn:‘si it wds uvncerfain whether “‘"ﬁ

would lead (o any positive conclusion;
the eshumation of the body. This test
~ was Uried : avd although decompesition

bad gaac on "ﬁdbf,, yet enovgh remain-
ed A0 identify the body, which the brother

| wilful murder of Henry Thomson.

{terfere to prevent the extraordinary trial
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nco as induced them to commit
to gaol, to take his trial for the

, Asit
was deemed esseatial to the attainmeat of
justice, to keep secret the examination of
the witnesses who were produced before

the ‘magistrates, all the information of
which the public were in posseasion before
the trial took place, was thay which I have
hero narrnted. ‘ | ¥

Lord Maasfield’s charge to the grand
jury upon the subject of this murder had
excited a good deal o attention, He had
recommended them, if they eatertained
reasonable doubts of the sufficiency of the
evidence Lo ensure a conviciion, to throw
out the Bill; explainiog to them most
justly and clearly that, in the event of their
doing so, if any additional evidence should,

: ' B
% T e
uch e

‘Mr. Smith

¢t could again be spprehended and

proof, he was now acquitied on “his trial,
he could never again be molested, even
though the testimoay agninst him should
be morally ae clear as light. The grand
jury aller, as was supposed, very consi-
derable discussien amoug themselves, and
as was rymoured, by a majority of only
one, returned a true Bill

Never shall I forget the appearance of
anxieiy exhibited upon every countenance
on the entrance of the judge into court.
In an instant the most profoucd silence
prevailed ; and interest, intense and im-
sassioned, though subdved, seemed to
wait upon every word and every look, as
if divided between expectation and doubt,
whether something might not even yet in-

3

from takiog place.  Notbing, however,
occurred ; and the stiliness was broken
by the mellow and silvery voice of liord
Mansfield—* Let John Smith be placed al
the bar.”” 'The order was obeved; eand,
as the prisoner entered the dock, he met
on every! side the eager and anxioua eyes
of a countless multitude bent in prercing
scrutiny upon his face. And well did he
endure that scrutiny. A momentary effu-
sion covered his cheeks; but it was only
momentary, and less than migh’ have beeu
expecled from a differeot person, who
of all observers.” He bowed respcclfuily“
to the coari ; and then folding his arms,
seomed 1o wait until he should be called

in which he was to perform so conspicu-
ous a character. I find it difficult to de-
scribe the effect produced on my mind by
his personal appearance ; yet his features |
wore most remarkdble, and are indelibly
impressed on my memory, He was ap-
parently between forty and fifiy years of
age ; his hair, grown grey either from tail,
or care, or age, indicated sn upproach to
the latter period ; while the strength and
uprightoess of his figure, the haughty
coldness of his look, aad an eye that spoke
of fire, and priuve, and passion, ili eoncenl-|
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a future time, be discovered, the pri-|p by the, | i
:too ' ; he had rosided, that he and his corres-|p

tried for the offence ; whereas, if they|p
found a true Bill; and, from deficiency ol |]

found himself on a suddea ‘ the observed | p

upon to commence his part in the drama q

ordicary circumstane

dedth, pregaant with suspicic
and imperiously demanding explanation ;
and it was justice, no less to the accused
than to the public, that the case should un-
dergo. judicial_investigation.  The de-
uatod;hmy;- Thomson was a jeweller,
residing in London; wealthy, and in con-
siderable business ; and, as was the cus-
tom of his time, in the habit of personally
conducting his pringipal transactions with
the foreign merchants

of his business in. Germany and Holland;
and it was to meet at Hull a trader of the
latter nation, of whom he was to make a
large parchase, that he had left London a
mouth béfore his ‘déath. It would "be
roved by the landlord of the inn where

oncéent had been there ; and a wealthy
ieweller of the town, well acquainted with
both parties, had seen Mr. Thomson alter
tne departure of the Dutehman; and could

possession jewels of large value. and gold,
and certajn bills of | exchaoge, the parties
1o which he counld describe., This was on
the morsing of Thomson’s departure ‘rom
Hull, op his return to. London, and was
on the day but one preceding that on
which he arrived at the house of the pri-
soner. What had bécome of him in the
interval could oot be ascertained ; mnor
was ‘the prisoner’s hounse situaied in the
road which he ought toshave taken. . No
reliance, however, could be placed on that
circumstance; for it was oot at all vacom-
mon for-petdons whoe travelled with pro
perty aboot them, to leave the direct road
even for a coosidernhle distance, ip orde:
to secure themselves as cllectually as pos-
sible from the robbers 'by whoin the re-
mote parts of the cpuniry were greatly in-
fested. He had not been seen from the
time of his leaving tlull till he reached
the village next agjoining Smith’s house,
and through which he passed without a
momentary halt. Ie was seen to ahght
at Smith’s gate, and the next morning was
discovered dead in his bed. Ie now
came to the most extraordinary part of the
case. It would be proved, beyond the
ossibility of a doubt that the deceased
died by poison—poison of a most subtle
nature, most active in its operation, and
possessing the wonderiul and dreadlul
uality of leaving no externsl mark or to-
ken by wkich its presence couid be de-
tected. The ingredients of which it was
composed were of so sedative a pature,
that instead of the body on which it bhad
peen used oxhibiting any contortions or
marks of suffering, it left upon the fea-

'tures nothing but the calm and placid

quiet of repose. [Iis effects, and indeed
ita very existenge, were bul recently
known in this aountry, though it-had for
snme time been uped in other nations of
Furope ; and it was supposed to be a
discovery ol the Glerman chemists, and to

ed, would have led copjecture to fix on|
the former. His covntenrnce, at the firs ;
glahee, appeared to be that which we are
atcustomed to sssociste with deeds of)|
high end noble daring ; but a second ano |

brow was less satisfactory. 'Uhere was,
indeed, strongly marked the inteilect to
conceive and deviss schemes of high tm-
port ; but L:fancied ihat 1 conld trace, in
addition to its caution 1o conceal the deep
design, a power to penetrate the molives
of others, and to personate a character at
vatiance with his own, and a cunning that
indicated constant watchfulness and ¢€ir-
cumepection.  Firmpess there was, to
persevete 1o the last ; bul that was eqni- |
vocal : and I could not help persuading
mysell that it was nat of that character
which would prompt to deeds of  virtuous
enterprise, or to ‘“seek the bubble repu-
tation at the cannon’s moath ;” but that
was. vather allied to that quality whieh
would *“let no compunctious visitings ol |
Nature shake his fell purpose,” whatever
it might be. ‘T'he resolt of this invest-
gation into his character, such as il was,
was obviously unfavourable ; and yet there
were moments when [-thought I had meted
out to him a hard measure of justice, and
when [ was tempted to accuse myselfl of
prejudice in the opinion I' had formed’ of
him; aod particularly when he was ask-
ed by the clerks of the arraigns the usual
question, “* Are you guilty or not guiity !’
as he drew his form up to his fullest height
and the fetters clenked upon his logs, as!
he answered with unfaultering tongue and
vublenching cheek, ‘' Not guilty,”” my
heart smote me for having voluntarily ia-

and, probably, with doubtiul. - ,

——

terpreted against him every sign that was

The Council for the prosecution opened
his case to the jury in a manner that indi-
cated very little expectation of a convic-
tion, He began by imploring them to di-
vest their minds of alt that they had heard
befure they came into the box: he eatreat-
ed them to attend to the -evidence, and
judge from that alone, He stated that
10 the course of his experience, which
was very great, he had never met with a
case involved in deeper mystery than that
}Foa which he was then addressing them.

he prisoner at the bar was a man moving
in @ respectzble station in mcie,ty,,aog

amtaining & (air character, He wag, to

}

‘did most satisfactorily.  Avsoon as it was|

‘3; appearance, in the possessicn of coa-

be produced by a powerful distillation of
the seed of tho wild cherry tree; so abun-
dust in the Black Forest,

Bout the fact. beingz ascerlained, that the'
causa of the death was poison, leit open

more atlentive examination of the face and |the much more momentous question,—~by |and entreated their patience for a short|

whom was it admibistered? 1t eould hard-
ly be suppoeed to be by the deceased him-
self 1 there was anthing to induce such &
suspicion ; and there was his important
circumstance, which of itseli almost nega-
tived its posaibility, that no phial or vessel
of any kind had been discovered, io which
the poison ecould have been contained.
VWas it then the ptisoner who administer-
ed it? PBelfore he asked them to come to
that conclusion it would be necessary to
state more distinetly what his evidence
was. - The prisoner’s family consisted only
of himself, a hounsekeeper, and one mau
servant. ‘The man servant slept in an
out-house adjoining the stable, and did so
on the night of Thomson’s death. The
prisoner slept al one end 6f the house, and
the housekeaper 4t the other, and the de-
ceased liad been put in a room adjoining
the  hopsekeeper™s, It would be proved
by a person who happened to be passing
by the heuse on the oight ia question,
abou' three hours after midanight, that he
had been induced to remain and watch,
from having his attentjon excited by the
circamstance, then véry unusual, of a light
moving about the house at that late hour.
Thet person would state, most positively,
that he could distinetly see a figure, hold-
ing a light, go from the room in which the
prisoner slept, to the housckeeper’s room;
that two persons then came out of the
housekeeper’s room; and the light disap-
peared for a minute. Whether the two
persons weanl into Thomson’s room he
could not see, asthe window of that room
looked another way ; but in about a mun-
ute they returned, passing quite along the
house to Smith’s teom sgain ; andn 2bout
five ‘mioutes the light was extinguished,
and he saw it no more,

Such was the ¢vidence upon which the
Magistrates’ had committed Smith ; and
singularly enough, since his committal,
tho househeeper had been missing, nor
could any trace of her be discovered.—
Within the last week, the witness who saw
the light, had been placed, at dark, on the
very spat. where he had stood op that night
sod anether wes placed with him.  The
whole scene as he had described it; was

’
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1e | was extinguist

ints with whom he trad-
ed. He had travelled much in the course | p

speak positively to there being then in his]
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the light into.

ety over. this extraordinary | P¥ pose
'the witness persistediin -ad-| ‘
’ feature to his former cldétgnm: w
|that, aiter the persons had' returned wilh
the | ﬁuiith'a’ room, and before it

4 to lisd twice perceived

7 S >

“§id . ‘; i s AR ;
ed by saying, it appeared as i
door had been placed before the light.—
Now, in Smith’s room, there was nothing

| which could account for this appearance ;| P

his bed was in a different part ; and there
was peither cupboard por press io the

de-|room which, but for the bed, was entirely

,o?xy‘,tho roominwhich he dressed being at
'a distance beyond it. He would state on-
ly one fact more (said the learned coun-
sel) and he had dons his duty ; it would
then be for|the jury to do theirs. Within
a few days their had been found, :in the
risoner’s house, -the stopper of a small
bottle of a very eingular deseription ; it
was apparently not of English manafac-
ture, and was described by the medical
men, as being of the description used by
chemists to preserve those liquids which

asure to the air. To whow 1t .belonged
or to what | use it had-been applied, there
was nb evidence to show.

Such was the address of the counsel for
the prosecution ;.ard during ité delivery,
I had earnestly watched the countenance
of the prispner, who had listened to it with
deep atiention. Twice only dial per-
cieve that it produced in him the slight-
ast emotion, When the disappearance of
his housekeeper was mentioned, a smile
asof scorn passed over his lips; acd (he no-
tice of the discovery of the stopper obvious-
ly excited an interest, and I thought an ap-
preheasion, but it quickly subsided. NI
need not detail the evidence that was giv-
en for the prosecution ; it amounted in
substance to that which the counsel stated
ndr was it varied in any particulat.  The
stopper was produced, and proved to be
found in the house ; but no attempt was
made to trace it to the prisoner’s posses-
sion or ever knowledge.

When the case was closed, the learned
Judge addressing the counsel for the oro-
secution, said he thooght there was hard-
ly sufficient evidence to call upon the pri-
soner for his defence ; and if the Jury
were of the same opinion, they would at
once stop the case. Upon- this observa-
tion from the Judge, the Jury turned
round for 8 moment, and then intimatea
their acquiescencein his lordship’s view
of the evidence. The counsel folded up
their briefs, and a verdict of acquittal was
about to be taken, when the prisener ad-|
diessed the court. Ile stated that buving‘
been accused of so foul a ¢rime as murder |
and having had his character assailed by
suppicions of the most allicting nature, |

!
his acquittal, upon the ground that the e-/
vidence pgainst him was inconciusive,|
without giving him an opportunity of stat- |
ing his own case, and calling a witbess to
counteract the impressions that had been|
rajsed agaiast him, by explaining those |
circumstances which at present appeared i
doubtful. He urged the learned Judgeto |

permit him to state his case to the Jury, |
)

'and to call his houreheeper, with so much

earnestness and was seconded so strongly |
by his counsel, that Lord Mansfield though
very much against his inclination, and con-
trary to his usual habit, gave way, and
yielded to the fatal request.

The prisoner then addressed the Jury,

 to intervene between the | T, A

| | as ifa

are most liable (o lose . their virtue by ex-’

tkat character could never be cleared byr

time. Ile repeated to them that he ne-

'ver could feel satisfied (o be acquitted

meruly because the evidence was not con-|
clusive : and pledged himself ina very!
short time, by the few observations hc:
should meake, and the witness whoin he
should call, to obtain their verdict upon
much higher grounds,—upon the impossi-
bility of being guiliy of the dreadful erime,
With respect to the insinuations that had
been thrown out againat him, he thought
that one observation would dispose of
,lhem. Assuming it to be true that the
(deceased died [rom the efiect of a poison,
of which he called Gud tp witness he had
never heard either the name or the exist-
ence untii this day, was not every proba-
bility in favorof hisianocence? He was a
perfect stranger not known tohave in hispos-
seasion a single arlicle of value, who might
either have lost. or been robbed of that
property which he was said to have bad at
Hull. What so probable as that he should
in a moment of despair at his loss have
destroyed himsel’ 7 The fatal drug was
stated to have been familiar in those coun-
tries in which Mr. Thomson had travel-
led, while to himself it was utterly un-
known. Above all, he implored the Jury
to remember, that although the eye of ma-
lice had watched every proceeding of his
gince the fatal accident, and though the
most minute search had been made into e-
very part of his promises, no vestage had
been discovered of the most trifling article
belonging to the deceased, nor had even a
rumour been circulated that poison of any
kind had been ever in his possession.—
Of the stopper which had been found, he
disowned all knowledge ; he declared
most solemnly, that- he had never seen it
before it was prodaced in Court ; and he
asked, could the fact of its being found in
his house, only a few days ago when hun-
dreds of people had been there, produce

ry prejudice against him ? One fact, and
one only had been proved, for which it
was. possible for him to give sa answer,—
the fact of his having gono to the bed
room of his housekoeper on the night in

keeper had  disappeared. Ho
that, finding his “enemies determined, i
possible, to- accomplish bis - ruin, b had
thought it probablethey might tamper with
his servant :  he bad, therefore, kept her
out of the way ; but for what purpoge ?
Notto tanﬂt'hn testimony being given,
for she was now under the care of his soli-
citor, and would instantly appear for the
purpose of con , a8 far ‘as’ she was
concerned, the statement which he had
just made, BES T 0 M T

Suchwas the prisoner's address, which
produced a very powerful effect. It was
delivered in afirm and expressive roanner
and its simplicity and artlessness gave to it
an appesrance of truth.  The housekeep~
er was then put into the box, and examio-
ed by the council for the prisoner.  Ac.
cording td the custom at that time almost
universal, of excjuding witnesses from
Court until their testimony was required,
she had been kept at a house near at hand
and had not heard a :ing‘le' word of the (riv
al. There was nothing remarkable in her
manper vr appearance ; she might be a-
boutthirty-five or more; withregularthough
not agreeable features, and an air'perfectly
free from embarrassmeot. She repeated
almost in the prisoner’s own words, the
story that he had told of his having called
her up, and of ‘her having accompanied
him to bis room adding that, after leaving
hitm, she had retired to her own room, and
been awakened by the man servant in’ the
morning, with an account of the traveller’s
death. . She had now to undergo a cross-

that which, though not known to me till
afterwards, will assist the reader in
understanding the following " scene :—

[For Remainder, see Second Page.]
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M. MACKINTOSH,

(Store opposite JMessrs. Smith
and Coy’s.)

Returns sincere/t)hanks for the liberal support
in business hitherto enjoyed, and offers low for
ready Money and Country Produce—

UPERFINE, Fine and Rye Flour, in Bbls.
and half Bbls. Corn Meal ; Oat Meal, first
quality and fresh from the Mill ; Barrels Macka-
rel and Herrings ; Cod and Scale fish ; Cornd
Pork by retail ; Digby and Grauville Smok«|
Herrings'; Candles ; Liverpool Seap, very s:-
perior ; Starch ; Indigo and Fig Blue ; Firkine
Sussex Vale Butter ; Nova Scotia Clypese, excel-
lent quality ; Rice; Barley; Teds: Sugars;
Molasses and Cofiee; best Durham Mustard, and
ground Ginger; Allspice; Black Pepper; Cele-
rater;: Raisine; dried Currants; Valentid and Soft
shelled Almonds’; Caraway seed ; Nutmeps*
Cloves; Cinnamon; Water Biscuits and Crack-
ers; Day and Martio’s Paste Blacking; Shoe:and
Scrubbing Brushes; Thread; Cotton. Balls, 'and
Reels; Goldeyed Needles; Pins; Scissors; Pock-
et and Pen Knives; Printed Calicoes; Bleached
and 'unbleached Cottons; Flannels; 8cotch Home-
epuns; Apron Checks; Plaids; Scoteh Caps; Cot-
ton Ded Ticks; Jaconet Muslin; Bobbinett, 8&ec.

Best Hollands Gin, Cogoac Brandy; with a
few Pancheons Jamaica Spirits of superior flavor
and sfrength, and 1 Puncheon very gopd Deme
rara’ Rum. )

N. B. Familiestoking 61bs. Tea or upwards at
once, will have a deduction oa the common price
by the sibgle pound. :

Regent Street, 27th Nuvember, 1833, |

n Y “
Notice.
t @VH E| Subscriber herehy informs his friends,
and the public, that he'has [or sale a varie-
ty of British Merchandize, very low lor Cash,
at his Store in Queen’s Street. and solicits
share of their patronage,
| JOSEPH SUTHERLAND
Fredericton, 25th Februasy, 1834,

‘ ‘ }
For Sale.
FEYHREE Lots of Land Nos. 48, 44, and 45
i.  inthe Military Grant, on the Portage,
between Fredericton, and Miramichi, opposite
land owned by the Hon. George Shore, con-

taining 500 Acres more or 'ess, with the usual

allowiinde for roads. For terms apply to \
| W. B. KINNEAR,

Atty. for the Estate of Wm. Ewing decd.
St. Jahn, September 11th, 1833, ‘
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* House.

Office. April 23, 1834.
THE ROYAL GAZETTE.
TeryMs+—16s. per Annum, exclusive of
Pastage.
JAdvertisements not exceeding Twelve
Lines will be inserted for Four Shillings
and Sixpence the first and one Shilling:

-t

sertion! Jdvertisements must be accom-
panied with Cash and the Ingertions will
be regulated . according to the amount
received. Blauks, lHandbills, &c. &e
can be struck off at the shortest notice.

AGENTS FOR THE ROYALGAZETTE.

SAixT Jouw, Mr. Peter 4
SainT ANDREWS, Mr, George Miller.
DOoRCHESTER, E. B. Chandler,
SALISBURY, R, Secoll, Esg.
Kesr, J. W. Weldon, Esq.
MiraMicHI

Edward Baker, L!ij X
Kext, (counTy oF voRK) G'eo Moorhouse, Esg

upon an impartial mind, even a momenta- | Woonsrocxk, and % Mr. Charles Raymond,

NORFHAMPTON, . i -

Diad v O ) James T q.
SazFriEL, Dector Baﬁ"m
(GLEETOWN, . ' Wm.F. Bonnell,
KingsTon, My, Asa Davidson, -
Ibu’fbu’ Mr, Samflflallxl,

question,  He had been subject for ‘ma-

Sussrx Vare, J.C. Vail Esq.

examination ;and I may ss'well state here

ART of a pleasantly situated”
Enguire ‘at: this,

and Sixpence for ¢ach sueceeding In-
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