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' On Saturday eveniog at three o’clock,
their Majesties went to the Speaker’s for

uo purposs of seeing (ke ruinsocession-
privately was it conducted,
that with the exception of the Speaker’s
tamily and sonie officers about the es-
tablishment, no one knew any thing of
the expected arrivals; indeed, the se-
veral workmen about the ruins, eogag-

timbers sod dilapidated furniture, snd
the policemen were deliberately walk-
iug about at the station alloted to them,
when the appearance of their Majesties
and the few attendants they bad wilh
them at the windows of ene of the pre-
served rooms in the Speaker’s House,
gave the first note of the character of ithe

plain, chocolate-coloured, unadorned
carrisges, with a pair of horses to each,
and the servaats were in dark-coloured,
common liveries. Their Majeaties were
accompaned by Lord A. Fitzelarence,
Lord Albemarle, Sir A. Barnard, &e.
His Mpjesty was dressed in black, and
the Queen wore a dark-coloured silk
dress, plain bonnet, black veil, &e.
There was no other lady ot the party.
When the carriages passed to the
Speaker’s house through the gateway
in Palace-yard, none knew that they
contained any portion of the Royal
Family. Oa their arrival at the en-
trance to the Speaker’s house, the Right
Hoo. Gentleman, Sir C. M. Sutton,
Mr. Sotton, his son and Secretary, Sir

ests’ Commissioner, &ec., were in at-
tendance to receive their Majesties and
company, and to attend them in the
survey. They first went into the few
remaining rooms of theSpenker’s house,
those preserved in a line with the clois-
ters or Speaker’s gallery, and near 1o
the Exchequer offices. They remaio
in the state of confusion in which they
were left on the occasion of the fire,
except that a good deal of the furaiture
that had been saved from other apart-
ments and carried into the garden be-
tween the house and the Thames had
been, somewhat unceremon:ously, con-
veyed into these rooms.

Having surveyed these,some of which
are partly burnt, effording space to view
portions of the ruinsof the House, the
lobbies, &ec., and baviog from the wio-
dows, contemplated all that could thence
be seen of the fallen or injured build-
ings, their Majesties” and attendants
descended to the dining rooms and cloie- |
ters, which being on a level with the

| be remarked enpassan! respecting sever-

gerden, may be termed the ground
floor. These cloisters are well known
to the curious about the antiquities of|
St. Stephen’s Chapel, and the renova-i
tions that took 'place some years 820,
when these beautiful specimens of an-
cient archtecture and the House were
put into condition for an official resi-
dence. The cloisters sre as beautiful,
and more tasteful and agreeable in their
appearance than those of Westminaster
Abbey, but the square is not so large ;
and instead of baving iron railings, théy
are enclosed so as to constitute gailer-
ies. They were communications be-
tween the Houses, and to cifferent arch-

ed rooms under the Commons. IHere|quantity of rubbish, water, and sludge;
their Majesties had, for the first time, | but its curiously and beautifully arched

the opportunity of forming some general
idea of the real extent of the ruias
which they were about to view. From
the southera side of this cloister or gal-
lery, the whole of which has been pre-
gerved, in consequence of the old arch-
ed work, they could eee the walls of
the house of Commons, the rooms un.
der them, and the tottering buildings by
the side of them ; ‘they eaw, in fact, the
gite of what had constituted the House
of Commonsg’ chamber, the lobby and
the ¢ Speaker’s chamber,”. the vote oi-
fice snd the ancient door-way and pas-
sage through which the Speaker passed
jn state to eund from the House, pro-
ceeding acroes the lobby.

' The immense height of the walls, the
quantity of the fallen buildings flling up
different divisions, the fine specimens o
architecture still remainiog, though
dreadfolly burnt and shattered, together
with the arched rooms under the House,
lobby; &e.; richly wrought and ~carved
and still also preserved, present es-
tended and varied mass of ruine that
evidently astonished and grieved his
Majesty s0 as to keep himfixed to the
spot for some time, without apparently
the power of making aay cbservation.
Her Msjesty was also evidently much
affected and amazed at the extent of the
devastations, and at the fury of those
flames which could have burled so much
destruction through,and over these en-

' the flovse of Commens, the Commons’

Speaker and Sir J. Hobhouse very

carefully described the positions of the | poi

buildings, so asto give an idea of the.
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places and chambers that had been de- }ing ro

stroyed, and also had to suswer mag  [the fri

walls that bad formed partitions, Com-
mittee 1ooms by where Béllamy’s cof-

fechouse was formerly stationed, called | q

forth the expression of wonder ‘that
must be vttered by all who view the re-,
ally extravrdinary and terrific scene.
The perfect state of the arched work is
really astonishicg., Within the square
of the cloisters there is still a fire en-
gine, and it was playing while the Roy-
al party were on the premises, for the
{allen timbers mingled with the rubbish
were sending forth so much smoke and
flame us to render this operation prodent,

From the cloisters the Royal party
returned to the Speaker’s rooms, anc
entered those with the ancieot starred
ceilings, starred similarly to some ceil-
inzs still pressrved in the Exchequer
offices. 'T'hese are the rooms at wbich
the fire stopped in this direction, but
they have not escaped injury,being much
damaged, shattered, and parily barnt,
Their Majesties had now to come oul
into the Speaker’s garden, or lawn,
which runs along the bank otthe Thames
from this point, by the House of Gom-
mons and to Cotton, garden, past the
Coramons’ library, the Lords and the
Lords’ Parliament offices. IHere pre-
parations were made, by placing car-
pets and matting, of which there was a
bouniifus supply on the green, boarding,
ltarpauling, &c., 80 as keep the party
out of the wet and sludge, as well as
could be done in the {ew minutes that
had been afforded for the preparstion.
This brought them before‘the river front
of the House of Commons. As bere-
tofore stated, the walla of 8t. Stephen’s
remain, and of cocree this iront with its
turretsand the stone workof the windows
which had been improved or covered, by
modern compositions, 18 once more visi-
ble, its covering baving caked off by the
heat of the fire. It displays, burnt as it
is. such beautiful specimens of the ori-;

ginal style of high!y—wrunght' architec-
ture that several artists have taken
sketches of them. T he gamne indeed, may

al other epecimens of the old architecture
now brought prominently forward by the
destruclion ofmany modern obscurations
there are artists invarious parts,not ouly
teking sketches of them, but of the gen-
eral appearance of the ruins,and particu-
lar portions of them,—of the remains
of the paiated chamber and of St Ste-
phen’s eapecially. Toreturn however,
(o their Majesties ; at.this point .they
could take another view ol the genersl
appesarances of the ruins, @s they could
here see those of the Speaker’s house,
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inquiries made particularly by his Ma- | pot that hac been the scene
jesty. The meuner in which a vast |remarkable events and the proceedin
quaantity of the highly decorated arched | in which place were so identified wilh
work, consisting of rooms, cellars, as|the 90!,!!, el Itl‘ﬂmu 9.‘_ |
{ well s that forming'the cloister galler- this G? 1y vious that Hisjrem
vate | ies, had obviously withstood the fury of | Majesty s d by |
the flames, and the fulling of many saw, That guickness of observalion

and inquiry whieh characterise His Ma-
jesty here eventually failed him : -
uisitiveness as regards minor objects
seemed to merge in the one painful
feeling of afflicting thought on the ruin
of so politically sacred a spot. The
concern and interest ovinocd.by'the
Queen quite equalled his Majesty’s ;.
she semed as if she could imrdly re-
main there too long. Aeditis doubt-

‘ral whether their Majesties would bave
quitted this spot so soon but for a re-

cognition that his Majesty made while
turning round and lingering al the scens.
Among the very few persons who were
present, with the exception of the nu-
merous wotkmen aund the police, His
Majesty saw Lord Beverley and a lady,
recognised his Lordship, spoke to bim
for some time, and then the party mov-
ed on.

By'the aid of tarpauling, planks, &e,
they were enabled to proceed over the
wet and mod, and arrived at the Thames
front of the ruins of the, Commons’
library and the painted chamber. The
contemplation of the latter view, which,
as already stated, 18 an exceediagly ia-
teresiing ohject, also occupied much at-
tention. They then pruc.epded to the
Royalgallery, by the Lord Great Cham-
berlain’s entrance, two-thirds of which
callery remain entire ; that portion of it
adjoinifg 18 the’ painted chamber, the
first cupola pver the one of the gcagliola
columns only tre destroyed, though
much of the rest of Seane’s miaulely
decorated work is much and grievously
injured. From this point their Majas-
ties were eonabled to see the extent ol
the ruins occasioned by the destructiog
of the robing rooms, the House ol
Lords, &e.

They then returned to their carriagss,

but not till nearly half-past four o’clock ;|

and quitted (he scene of these exien-
sive, and still astounding devastuilons,
with nearly as much privacy as they
came. Oualy very few persons on the
outside, and they were connec¢ted with
police or the military, and therefore did
not talk much on the subject, knew
even at last ‘of the presence of their
Majesties ; and as to the public, there
being high palings and barriers; they
had no opportanity of seeing any thing
of the compauy mpving about within ;
indeed so quietly. managed was the
whole effsir, that the inhabitants of the
houses opposre, in Palace-yard, evi-
dently knew nothing of the company
fiear, as when their Majesties and at-
tendants were by the Iloyal entrance
fronting Abingdon-street, there were no
persons at the windows, as there would

library, the modern walls of which re-
main , and the end ofthe paisted cham-
ber, which in its ruine is a beautifol ar-
chitectural object, Tae Queen accom-
panied by Sir J. €. lHobhouse, &e.
travelled over the rubbish on the terrace
and into the Speaker’s ofiicial dining-
room. of the aatiquity and curiosity of
which we thave before epoken.  The
room tao, was occupied wiih no ordinary

and decorated character, mauy of the
worked stone ornaments being exquis-
itlv inlaid with gold mingled with other
colours, together with the remarkable
circumstances of its preservation, hav-
ing had the burniag ruios of the House
of Commons on its shoulders, evidently
excited » good deal of surprise ia her
M&jesty’s mind, so @s to induce herto
examine it still more closely. Iiis Ma-
jesty approsched the window frames and
looked into the room, but he did not at-
tempt to pass over the piles of rubbish
fallen’ here ; indeed the room itself,
doubtlessly, his Majesty has often pre-
viously seen. The gratification of the

curiositly was a work of some peril, at
least till the room is entered, for there’
experience has proved its safety and

f | the strength of its arched ceilings ; but

the peril is ia standing on the outside
and 10 front of the' House, for the tall
oaked walls, which here run to a good
heighth, do not appear remarkably safe,
all the' wood and frame work and other
apparent support being away, though ia
reality they are safe enough. His Ma-
jesty. remained here a long time, with
painful anxiety looking at every portion
of these ruins, continuing in the closest
conversation or rather inquiries, witk
Sir C. Sutton, waich  inquirtes the
Speaker answered in so satisfactory
and bland & manner as evidently to in-
ctease the interest his Majesty felt in

have been, had they known sny thing

|of their Maujesties’ presence. /

On Saturdav the Lords’ oflicers were
busily ocrupted in superintending the
bringing back of the books belonging to
the library of the House of Lords. They
wore, it appears, removed during the
ragiog of the fire from he Committee
rooms in which they bad beea deposited
on the occasion of the repaira in the li-
brary to the houses of some of the
clerks, as far off as Milbank street. Mr.
W. Walmislev, ove of the clerks, had
in particular actively exerted himself to
rescué these books from all chance of
destruction, and therefore had them re-
moved to his house. They have sus-
tained much less injury than, under the
circumsiances of 80 unceéremonious,
confused, and rovgh a removal, might
have been expected ; nor is it ascer-
tained that there have been very serious
losses—dreadful, even frightful as was
the plunder in many other directions.

One very curious decument, howe-
ver, is at present missing—namely the
original warrant for the execulion of
Charles I. When the Parliament of-
fice was 1n Abingdon street, this docu-
ment, placed in a small frame, was kept
in the round stone lower, where the
Acts of Parliament are still regularly
deposited after each Seuion,_a’nﬁ whean
the examination of the prints from them
are completed. The warrant, being
deemed arecord of Parliament,'was de-
posited in this Records’ Tower. ' Mr.
‘Dyke, who for years kas had the care
of the Acts thus preserved, also for years

as, bad the keeping of this remarkable
document; and it used to be shown as
a rarity, as well as a curiosity, to thoge
who perhaps went for no other purpose
than lo consultthe originals of old Acts,
or to see some of the autographs of our
former Sovereigns. The size of the

ormous buildings, and ia mapy insten-
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contemplatiog the eppulling ruins of soj

warrant is well known {rom the fac si-

4

ed to and hung up in the |

a curious decoration: Ther
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e warrant

prevailed, an d th

moved.- Afte

destroyed, although it cannot now be

, Mr.
rrant was thus re- jﬂh

| ‘new destination, it,of jed 10 a ,
course, became an object of increased i”hi' Province, it affords me g
attention lhdcuri?pityl ltk;! 3 relrnov,c'ﬂ‘
' with other removals to make way for the | “=2 © .= @ Gov
repairs of the library ; but uyall the :g;::?i:f; m:m? z'p;??::t.:é ;%:."u"fw it
librarian’s things (he baving apartments | 4) prineip es, promoting, to the best ;ﬁ‘""
in the Housge) were confusedly remov-abulity, such measures as. are.condusis
ed, injured, or destroyed, like every: |

thing else, he has not been able asyet
to find this warrant. The belief, how-
{ever, .is that it is aomewhe}o carefully
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rant was (ramed and glazed, and remo¥- |and after the uvsual formalities, opened (e
ibrary as 8 |Session with the following Speech :

o was some | JMy. President, and Gen :

ode of trans-| . s Co of o
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ppoint me to the civil governme;

ip meeting you in general Assembly,
. My most anxious desirein the Admip,.

oy
the general prosperity of the Provin )
to the h'PPiﬂﬁélﬂ.{ohfort ‘fottghm

I have been directed to take the eaey;

opportunity - to” express the regret wh;
is Majesty has felt that the gﬂ midch‘:

lucked up, which, of course, leads to a the of
the hope that it is not loat, or rather g?:n{i%l}87axf-sb,qe;:b:{'n the- commence.
session,

» pecting the surre
der of the Revenue belonging lg the Cro\::

found, or remembered where it may | had not been more (avourably received ; ang

have been placed. The hope is streng- |as the variety of views entertained upon (he

lar and careful man.

$but WATER.

tensive character.

flames ; and
most decided personal efforis to save the
bouks and“papers. Curiously epough
one of the leading clerks, Mr. I. Wal-

cuous,

thinkiog 1t might be his own house in
flames : .it proved to be close to his owp
ofiice, as bis room was in the projecting

to which place the fire first broke out.
With respect to the cause ot the fire,
.‘t_};e‘ inquiries are still going on. The
Privy Couacil has examined parties,
and has had submitted to it the results
of inquiries at the Lords ; and though
we cannoi detail the particulars of the
examinations and proccedings, we may
state 1t to be the opinion, as yet, that
the fire did not result from any criminal

g;z‘c':g!{gmce and heedlessness may attach
Nour s there any evidence to disturb
the belief of all those who were earliest
at the spot, that the fire broke out at
one place, namely, as was described in
Saturday’s Herald, from and over the
flues by Black Rod’s box, which is si
tuated by the door at which Counsel,
witnesses, and attorneys approached the
bar. All the flames came from that one
direction, as Mr, Wibley, of the Board
of Works, ascertained, be being the first
to open the great doors at the lower eac
of the House; and how they so rapidly
spread n three directions—1, up the
ciouse to the octagooal tower and pain-
ted Chamber; 2, to the wing, or ¢ Bel-
lamy’s’’ tower; 3, to the Commons, we
have before aceounted for. There was
aotbing to impede the flames in any one
of the three directions ; on the contrary,
the light, open, dry wood work afforded
fucilities for the rapid exténsion, and
for the subsequent impression tkat the
fire broke out in several places neatly
about the same time. |
whatover of the sssertion Lhat the fire
broke out in several places at once, al-
though it rapidly spread to, and enve-
loped itself m several places ; nor is
there any doubt that the overcharged
flues cansed the fice, and that the gross-
est negligence and idle heedlessness and
impetuoaity produced the cduse.

The Commons’ qfficers and clerks

their papers,account books, precedents,
&c. Mr. Rose had an immense mass

of a life’s devotion to the subject ; also
a complete set of private Acts; Messrs.
Jones and Walmisley are similarly eir-
cumstanced ; but all ‘were destroyed,
and it 1s doubtful whether there be now
in existence a complete set of private

Acts of Parliament. The parties were !altogether been exempted from

exertions mude at the Lords were of
the most extraordinary, prompt and ex-

misley, was returaing home from a long

country escursion, paseing near Story’s | been made for that pur
> } 3 i ¢ ’ 1 . . . .

gate, “hbgﬂ the fire had become conepi-| he effect has been to deprive His Majesty,

| Seeing 10. what qua’rter.the fire |during the period while they remained un-

was bursting forth he hurried forward, | der discussion, of the revenues, due 10 the

tower vear Howard’s Coffeehouse, near

These is vno proof

of papers of precedents, &e., the result |accustomed remuneration, which is 8OV
nearly one year in arrear. ‘here are mao) |

thenec from (he ciicurnstagce that the s@hj.ect', and the difficulty of adjusting cop.
librarian (Mr. Leary) is a very particu- flicting opinions appears to forbid the hops

of any satisfactory agreement, I have i
consequence received His Majesty’s com.

. The Acts of the last Seasion, which,| 150t to repeat the offer of sutrender
it 18 generally knewn, are epgrossed on |00 the casual and territorial Revenues u;
parchment and formed into rolls, par-fexchange for a permanent Civil List.

rowly escaped destruction, pot from fire

No other resource within the Provines s
available to His Majesty, except the Quit

Judgiog from all we could learn, the Rents, which are reserved to the Crown i

the grants under which' the proprietors of
land hold their respective ftitles ; and a.
though this branch of the Royal Revente

Every elerk, it ap- g

bl . 4 ’ had the advantage of operating very equal-
p(‘adars, was at hls pOSt “v'h.t”ﬂ a quar‘.er |y upon every part of the vainwfimt
of 8o hour after the bursting out of the |and moderate in iteelf, and is so justly ap.
immediately made the | portioned upon the Landholders aceording

to the number of acres that the

| yet the collection of it has been dg'e,:or;?:;
several years, with the hope that some sub-
stitute would be provided for it by the Le.
gislature ; but all proposals which bave
have failed, and

crown from this source.

His Majesty has now no choice lelt but
to direct the Quit Rents to be collected. It
18 not without much reluctance that His
Majesty has recourse to this measure, but
the necessity of the case is apparent. The
indispensable officers of the governme:!
must be provided for, and if, after a cons-
deration which has extended over years, no
other resource can be found by the Legisls:
ture of Nova Scotia, His Majesty musten-
force his just rights 10 the (iuit Rents, ra
ther than suffer the affairs of the Colony to
fall into confusion for want: of sufficient
geans to maintain institutions which are
necessary to the existence of every commy:

deeign, bowever severely the charge of | nity. Ihave the satisfaction, however ©

acquaint you that 1 am still authorized fo
abstain from levying the Quit’ Rents should
the Asssembly make in lieu of them a per
manent grant to the Crown of two thousand
pounds sterling per anpum. 'Should you,
Gentlemen, deem it desirable 8o to commute
them it would be the means of freeing the
Landholders from the payment of a rent of
nearly tripple the amount, the colleetion of
which might prove irksome and inconve-
nient to them  But should you deem that

comply with my mstructions, and “ordet
their immediate collection.
I have desired the annual value of the

Crown since midsummer, 1831, to which
period they had boen remitted by His Ms-
jesty, to be laid before you, so as to enablé
you to come to a just, and 1 trust, final ar-
rangement with réspect to them.

I have thought it best to state franklyin
this my first communication with you, the
object for which you are brought together.
In all our subsequent intercourse, T trust
you will find me equally candid and 0?1
and as we have now met for the despatc of
business, I have deemed it right to bfing 3
once under vour consideration that busines
which has occasioned your being convened
at an earlier period than vsual.

tion to e, if, at the commencement of MY
governmept | am enabled, ‘through you
means, to extricate my adnnmi 1
the difficalties with which it 18 at prdrﬂ‘
threatened. g

the Assembly of Nova-Seotia, a, body

 will expose His Majesty to !
grave inconvenience of having no means !
pay to the officers of thé Govemmentﬁf‘”

other important matters which will engs

your aitention during the Session.

I find it my duty to convey to you,l 8%

will give them your best consideration. '

This Province, I regret to sa ,W’”
Lty

wr

unable to get .to their offices, so spee- [mercial distress ; it has equally pervaded

long time before it took fire.

ruins.

A

Bonham, Sir Horace St Paul, &e,

4 .

dily did the bursting forth of the flames ither countries, bat our comimerce,
frem the great door cut off communica- | ot "‘"
tion with the lobby and Commona. The ggegree, bot which in e ‘L’.“ Gy s ‘”‘yﬂ
body of the House of Commons was a lig.spirit.and V"

An immense number of Peers, Mem-

bers, &c. weut on”Saturddy to see tlie |nue, and to the loss and prejudice
Among them were Lord Maul- merchant and fair dealer. £ asing

grave, Lord Hill, Lord Faraborough, |

Mr. W. Whitmore, Mr. Herries, al‘drf

‘}plenty and wdependence.

vaded O
though

e

diminished, has not suffered in any ma

be remedied . by your’ pu '
lence, and by enacting such ws as/may
check the elicit trade which is carried on ¥

&

It has pleased the, Almighty tobless ¥
Province with an abundant harvest, "‘”;d,'

'S &4
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It will be a sourse of pride and gmﬂﬁﬂ' |
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