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* The vears wherein I saw her first, 

- And when | mused 

1 tele the child—I torned 

- simgujer and most interesting Grotto | 

with brambles and creeping plants, 

¥ 

| TIMES CHANGES, - 

. - J 

pa— BE————— hd 
oo - 
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agen beauty’s glow and pleasure’s bright- three hupdred a
nd sixty feet; in length 

three buodred sod forty’; and in most 

es one hundred and eighty in height. 

I saw. her twice—an altered charm — {gp oid of toceh-light, be finds him- 

's 
of earthly sights the jairest 5 

And rom her cheek the roseate glow 

of childhood’s early morn had vanish
’d, 

"Within her eyes upon her brow | 

Lay something softer, fonder, dee
per, 

as if in dreams some visioned wo, 

Had broke the Elysium of the sleeper.
 

1 saw Her thrice—Fate’s dark decree 
In widow's garments had arrayed her 

And beautiful she seem’d to be, 
As even my reveriee portrayed her ; 

‘I'he glow, the glance, had passed away, 
The sunshine and’ the sparkling glitter, 

Still, though I noted pale Decay, 

The retrospect was scarcely bitter, 

For in.their place a calmness dwelt, 

Serene, subduing, soothing, holy, 
Io leeling 
That every londer mirth is oly 

A tveness which is not grief, 

A stijineds, as of sunset streaming, 

A fairy glow on flower and lea, 

Till earth looks like a landscape dreamin
g: 

A'lagt time—and unmoved she lay 

{turned to marble. 

sell bsneath en immense and finely- 

vaulted arch, overspread with icicles of 

| white shining marble, many of them ten 

feet in length, and of a proportionate 

thickness. Among these are suspend- 

led a thousand festoons of leaves and 

{| Bowers, ‘of thE same substance, but 

so glittering as to dazzle the sight. 

The sides are planted with petrifactions 

also of white marble, representing trees; 

these rise in rows one above the other, 

and often enclose the points of the icicles. 

From them also. hang festoons, tied as 

it were one to another, in great ‘abun- 

dance; and in some places rivers of 

marble seem to wind through them. In 

short, these petrifactions, the result of 

the dripping of water for a long series 

of ages, nicely resemble trees and brooks 

The floor is paved 

with crystals of different colours, such 

as red, blue, green, and yellow, pro- 

 jecting from it, and rendering it rug- 

which the bosom leit | ged snd uneven. These arp again in-. 

terspersed with icicles of white marble 

which have apparently fallen from the 

roof, and are there fixed. Tothese the 

guides fastentheir torches; and the glare 

of splendour and beauty, which results 

from such an illumination, may be bet- 

Beyond life’s dim, uncertain river, {ter conceived than described. 

A glorious mould of fading clay, 

From whence the spark had fled forever. | Gebtio 

I gazed —my heart was like to burst ; 

And as I thought of years departed, 

W hen she, a girl, was lightsome hearted
. 

on later days, 

As thoved she in a matron’s duty, 

A happy mother in the blaze 

Ot ripen’d hope and roc! beauty ; 
e, 

Black Desolation’s cloud came oe’r me, 

And-Beipg seemed a troubled tide 
W hose wreck in darkness swam before me. 
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TC RITRRATURR. 
DESCRIPTION'OF THE GROTTO 

"OF ANTIPAROS: 
Antiparos, one of the Cyclades, is 

situated in the Kgean Sea, or Grecian 

Archipelago. It 1s a small island, a- 

bout sixteen miles in circumference, and 

The following is the account of this 
given by M. Tournerort, a 

distinguished philosopher and traveller, 

in the description of his voyage into the 

Levant. 
““ A rough cavern is the first object 

about thirty paces broad, vaulted ina 

kind of arch, and enclosed with a court 

made by the shepherds. This place is 
divided into two by some natmal pillars, 

on the largest whereof, which looks 

like a tower fixed nto the ‘op of the 

cavern, there is seen an inscription, 

very ancient and very broken. It men- 

tions some proper names, which the na- 

tives, by I know not what tradition, sup-| 

pose Lo be the names of the conspira- 

tors against Alexander the Great : who, 

after having tarled in their design, took 

refage in this place, as the safest re- 

(feat which they were able to find. We 

next went forward to the bottom of the lies two miles tothe west of the cele- 

bested Paros, from which circumstance | 

it derives its name, anli in the Greek 

language signifying opposite to. Tis 

has attracted the attention of travellers. 

The entrance to this superb Grotto is 

on. the side of a rock, and is a large 

arch, formed of eraggy stones, overhung 

«which bestow on it a gloominess at 

once swiol and agreeable. Having 
proceeded about thirty paces within it, 

the traveller entef® a low narrow alley, 

cavern by a descent of about twenty 

paces long: this is the passage into the 

Grotto, and is only a very dark hole, 

in which we could not waik upnght, 

ror see without the help of ‘torcnes. 

First, we went down a frightful preci- 

pice by means of a rope, which we had 

taken care to fasten at the very en- 

trance, From the bottom of this preci- 

pice, we slid down into another, much 

more terrible; the sides being very 

slippery, and deep abysses on the left 

hand : the guides placed a ladder on 

surrounded on every side by stones, 

whieh, by the fight of torches, glitter 

like diamonds; the whole being covered 

and lined throughout with small crys- 

tals, which give, by their different re- 

flections, a variety of colours. At the 

end’ of this alley or passage, having a 

rope lied round: his waist, he is led to 

the brink of an awful precipice, and is 

thence lowered into a deep abyss, the 

gloom pervading which makes him re- 

gret the ‘alley of diamonds’’ which he 

has just quitted. He han not as yet, 

however, reached the Grotte, but is led 

forward about forty paces, bencath a 

roof of rugged 
terrible darkness, and at a vast depth from 

the surface of thé earth, to the brink of 

another precipice, much deeper and 
more awful then the former. 

Having descended this precipice, 
which is not accomplished without con- 

siderable difficulty, the traveller enters 
a passage, the grandeur and beauty of 
which can be but imperfectly-deseribed. 

It is one hundred and twenty feet in 

length, about nine feet High, and in 

width seven, with a bottom of a fine 

green glossy marble. "The walls and 

arched rool are as smooth and polished 

“as if they had been wrought by art. ito the Altar. 

"and are composed of n fine glittering 

red and white granite, supported at in- 

shining porphyry, which, by the reflec- 

rocks, amid a scene of 

the side of these abyeses; -and by iis 
means we tremblingly got down a rock 
‘that was perfectly perpendicular. We 
eontinved to make our way through 
places somewhat less dangerous; but 
when we thought ourselves upon sure 
groond, the. most frightful leap of aH 

stopped us short, and we had infalliably 

broken our necks, had we not had no- 

tice,.and been kept back by our guides. | 
To.get down here, we were forced lo 

slide on our backs along a great rock; 
and without the assistance of another 
rope, we had fallen down ioto horrible 
quagmires. | 

ladder we again rolled for some time over 
rocks,sometimes on our backs,sometimes 
lon our bellies, according as we found 
most ease ; and after all these fatigues, 
we at'length entered into that admirable 
Grotto. The people who conducted us 
reckoned it three hundred yards (rom 
the entrance to what is called the Al- 
tar, whicli 18 a pyramidal mass, and 
as many more from the Altar (o the 

deepest ‘part of the cavern. The tot 
tom .of .the Grotlo, on the left ‘band is 
very rugged ; on the right it is pretty 
even ; and by this way it is that we go 

From this place, the 
Grotto appears to ‘he about eighty feet 
high, and one hondred broad : ihe roof 

—
 

places rismg out into large round 
tervals by columns of a deep vo rele it is a” pretty good arch, in several 

tion'of the lights, presents an appear- kaobs, some bristling with points, ethers 

& 

tremity of this passage is 
formed of & single mass of purple mar-|s 

» sloping wall, [like grapes, festoons, snd lances of 

vs of rock crystal, |left are ng curtains, that stre 

, whence havg ‘clusters 

which from the glow of ‘the purple be- (out every 
way, and form on the sides a 

bind, appear like » coctinual range of | sort of channelled spires, or towers, for 

the most part hollow, like so many clo- 

with which it is covered are all in the) 

| sculptor had just given them the fini
sh- 

which presents itsel{ to the traveller, which, on the different declivities, are 

penetrate farther ; and, if* this be true, 

‘“* When we came to the bottom of the jhe new caverns, when opened, would 

Leumit nap as nn i amethysts. | po ditod i yr “u 

‘bat, like a blossom just. unfoldicg, | ~ Another ‘slanting passage, filled with sets all round ihe Gro! 0. Among hese 

She opened to lile’scloudiess air, petrifactions, representing he figures of | cabivets, one latge pavilion is partico- 

,e.. ~ Br snakes and other snimals, and having | larly. disti ishable ;, it is formed by 

Her cheeks fine hoe d ely lowing towsrds its extremity two pillars of | productions that ‘so exa
ctly represent 

‘Her rose bud es of jet, ‘| beautifel yellow marble, which seem to | the roots, br
an and heads of cauli- 

d on all, ts beatawiag : | support ithe roof, leads 10 the last preci | flowers, (hat ode would thiok nature 

Oh"! who could lo ch a form, ~~ |pice, which is descended by the means | meant by {his to show how she operates 

| ; ies tender, of aladder. Thetraveller, who has de- |ia the vegetation of stone.” All these 

And dre earthly storm scended to the depth of nearly one thou- | figures are of white marble, tra
nsparent, 

- L. elicious spien- or five hundred feet suet the sur- | crystalized, and genupally break — 

“by aii al face, now enters the magnificent grotio, Most of these pie
ces are even cove 

he con aro on fightress,  |f0 procure sight ‘of which he has en- | with a white bark ; and, on being st
ruck 

‘Nought could the raptured gazer trace, 
dured so moch fatigue.’ It is in width ‘will ‘sound like copper. The before- 

mentioned Pyramid, or Altar, is truly 

surprising : this piece stands separate 

from the rest; it is twenty-four feet 

high, ¢dorned with several chapiters, 

fluted length-ways, and sustained on |pe 

their feet, of a dazzling whiteness, as in 

all the rest of ‘the Grotto. This pyra- 

mid is perhaps the finest plant of m
ar- 

ble that 1s in the world : the ornaments 

shape of cdulilfowers ; that is to say, 

terminating in large bunches, descri-) 

bed in a more wmastérly style than if a 

ing touch. This lies been called the 

Altar siace the time of the Marquis de
 

Mointal, Ambassador of France to the 

Porte, who, in 1673, cavsed mass to be 

celebrated here with great pomp. He 

passed the three Christmas holidays in 

the Grotto, accompanied by above five 

hundred persons, as well his own do- 

mestics, as merchants, corsairs, or ha- 

tives, who were curious tb follow him.
 

A hundred large torches, of yellow wax
, | 

and four hendred lamps that burat night 

and day, were so well placed that no 

church was ever better illuminated. 

The Ambassador lay, during the night 

almost opposite to the Altar in a cabi- 

net seven or eight feet long, naturally 

cut in one of those large spires which 

we mentioned before. On one side of 

this spire is a hole, which 1s an entrance 

into another cdvern ; but no one as yet 

ventured to desend into it.” 

To these accounts we add the fol- 

lowing extract from that of Dr. E. D. 

Crarke, who visited this Grotto in 

1802. 
‘* The mode of descent is by ropes, 

either held by the guides, or are joined 

to a ¢éable which is fastened at the en- 

tranéé arotnd a stalactite pillar. In 

‘his manner we were condouted, first 
down one declivity, and then down ano- 

ther,” until we entered the spacious 

chambers of this truly enchanted Grotto. 

The roof, the floor, the sides of a whcle 

series of magnificent caverns, were en- 

tirely invested with a dazzling incrus- 

tation as white as snow. Columns,some i 

of which wets five and twenty feet in 

length, pended in fine icicle-forms a- | 

bove out heads; fortunately some of 

them are so far abeve the reach of the 

numerous travellers, who, during many 

ages, have visited this place, that no 

one has ‘been able to injure or to re- 

move thet. Others extended (rom the 

roof to the floor, with diameters equal 

to that of the mast of a first-rate ship of 

the line. The incrustations of the 

floor, caused by falling drops from the 

stalactites ‘above, had grown up into’ 

dendrotic and ‘vegetable forms, which 

first suggested to Tour~erorr (he 
strange notion of his having here dis- 

covered the vegetation of stones. Ve- 
getation itself has been considered as a 

species of crystallization ; and as the 

process of crystallization 1s so surpri- 

singly manifested by several phenome-| 

na in this Grotto, some analogy may 

perhaps bs allowed to exist between 

the plant and the stone ; bul it cannot 

be said, that“ priaciple of life existing 
in the former has been imparted to the 
latter. The last chamber into which | 

we descended surprised us more, by 
the grandeur of its exhibition, than any 
other. Probably there are many o- 
ther chambers below this, yet unex- 
plored, for np attempt has been made to 

appear in perfect splendour, unsullied, 
in any part of them, by the smoke of 
torches, or by the hands of intruders. 

* A favourite hypothesis of Tour ¥E¥ORT. 
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WHALE HUNTING IN GREEN- 
BND. 

"Every ship engaged in the Greenland 
Fisheries, from British ports, is fur 

nished with sig boats, besides the ship’s 
or jolly boat. "One of these is called 
the gig-boat ; the remaining five are 
distinguished only by their number.— 
The gig is provided with six oars, be- 

sides the stearsinan’s ; the rest have 

only five oars each, with the same ex- 

1 faithfolness of the line the success of 

i- | who must be trained to bis station, as 

a B-—  rs * . ~ ’ 

— a 
—— 

ravided with three lines, of ove hun: 
Bred and twenty fathoms each, made of 
the very soundest hemp ; as on the 

capture depends. These lines are 

coiled with great care and nicety -in a 

square frame in the middle of the boat, 

dy in a dry place, to set it on a rest 

orepared for that purpose on the right 

bow of the boat. The boat-stearer, 

in emergency his courege and caution 

may oot only secure success but save 

the lives of the men, is provided with a 

long oar, with which ve dexterously di- 

rects the motion of the boat. Each 

boat is also provided with a tin trom- 

pet, to announce the station or move- 

ment in case of being enveloped in a 

fog ; and also with a piece of bunting 

attached to a short pole, by way of sig- 

pal flag. | 

Thus equipped the boats are sus- called, is carefully 
the massy tongue ; the former for its 
peculiar importance, and the latter as 

being almost entirely of blubber, The 
bones of the lower jaw are also remov- 
ed, being a private perquisite for the 
master, and so would the frontal or 
arown bone. too, were it not for the  8%- 

treme difficulty in separating it , from 
the body. 

nded by a simple machinery of ropes 

and blocks, by the ship’s side, ready 

to be loweréd in an instant. To the 

mainsnast is attached, at a great eleva: 

tion, umially about one hundred feet a: 

bove the deck, a structure resembling 4 

water-cask, called a horrichne-house, 

in which the master or confidential offi- 

cer is stationed with a telescope on the 

when the lines fastned to the harpoons 

are slowly drawnin till the animal resp- 

The whale after desth . always t 
then lashed on the back. The fins are 

ogether, perforations are made in the 

tail, and a rope is passed through, and 

thence round the rump ; when all the 
boats passing lines from one Lo anothe. 

proceed to tow the monster towards 
ship ; which is usually so manage 

to meet them, in order to lesson theife- 

tigue. When brought aloo , the 

body is properly secured by . opera: 

tion of flinching. This consists in, dig- 

ging off the blubber, or cellulay ;sub- 

stance from the muscular parts, in large 

slips, sometimes of half a ton ular 

but all of a regular form, which ate 

lifted on deck by the help of the wind- 

lass, and the labour of many bands, 

who toil incessantly until the spalistion 
is completed. The whale bone as itis 

g out, as well as 

Then fioally the remotest 

look out ;-and to such as have not wit: [joint that can be marked in the lomber 

nessed the fatigues of that station, a 

recital of its dangerous hardships would 

appear incredible. Inthe apdden tran- 

sitions from intense cold to the most 

annoying heat, whilet the head is con- 

stantly involved io the blaze of an un- 

clouded sun, that blisters the face and 

blinds the strongest vision, that situa- 

tion most be inflexibly maintained, and 

such perseverance often costs the in- 

dividual the loss of health and life. 

If the ship’s station be on what is 

considered good fishing ground, which 

is commonly known by the water being 

of a deep olive colour, a boat or two 

being kept continually on the wa'ch, 

the moment a whale is descried ; the 

pursuit commences without the loss of 

a second of time ; acd as the ordinary 

speed of the whale boat is six miles 

an hour, a very short space of time is 

sufficient to bring them to the spot.— 

The whale, on the first rising, seeing 

no enemy near, and not apprehending 

danger, is apt to repose a considerable 

time at the surface apparently ‘‘ stretch- 
ed out o’er many a rood,” and the boats 

are mean time advancing to the place. 

¢« Give way’ is then the word with which 

the rowers urge their speed, and the har- 

pooner, with desperate and determined 

energy, buries the weapon in the ani- 

mals body. This is mostly followed by 

a moment’s awful pause ; the whale vp- 

on feeling the smart of the barb, trem- 
bles for an instant in his posture, 

darts precipitately forward, or sinks by 

an unaccountable effort with the sud- 

denness of so much lead. If the har- 

poon remain fast, the line continuing to 
run with immeasurable velocity, the 

flag of the boat is displayed in token of 

success, when all in the boats within 

sight of the transaction, and those on 
board the ship, join in a wild irregular 

cry “ of A fall, a fall,’ and a flag is 

immediately run up to the mizen mast 

head to orocieim the vessel's good 

fortune. Cl 

In the meanwhile the other boats are 

dispatched to aid in the capture, and no 
sooner does the animal rise again, than 

the next harpooner secures him by a 

second wound, and so Tollow as mapy 
as they can, votil by multiplied efforts 

to escape, compelled so repeatedly to 
rise for breath, and then almost instant- 

ly visited with the instruments of death, 

exhaustion follows, and he becomes a 

bestunned object for the hunter’s deli- 
berate aim, when, from the numberless 
plunges of the lance, the vital current 
becomes spent, and the animal dies. 
Such an event is not always unattended 
with danger to the hunters, 

Often in the first instance of being 
stricken, if recollection of a similar in- 
jury, aid his anger, the retaliation of 
the animal is destructive ; for rushing 
backwards, in which direction the as- 
sailants usually advance, a single touch 
of the tail is sufficient for their des- 
truction. ‘The sudden violence with 
which the animal descends, (requently 
produces a similar effect if the line hap- 
pen to meet obstruction in i's course ; | 
and in the dying scene, pierced with 
many wounds, the animal exhibite a 
terrific object by the mightiness of his 
efforts, though quite unconscious of the 
grood effect produced by such exertions. 
pouting a column of apparent flame, 

which, descending, covers the sea. with 
a‘ crimsoned surface of acres in extent, 
at the same time lashing the water all 
around into purple foam bv the strokes 
of his fins and tail, now and then en- 
deavouring to replunge, in hopes of es- 
caping ; in which effort hall the bedy to- 
wards the tail is seen above water ; the 

danger so obvious, 1s carefully avoided 

ception : in all, the harpooner uses the by the boat’s crew, at that crisis cau- 

the Capital Stock of the Centra 

bow or foremost oar. Each boat is tioned to remain at a secure distanco, 

vertebra or rump, is severed, and the 

crang, as is called the residue of ‘the 
animal, with ite abdominal contents, is 
suffered to sink, which it apa X1 

does, to the bottom. Alot] Ji 
y 

The older whales are more danger - 

ous and difficult to take, both from:the 

rigidity of their frame, and their -ex- 

perience of injury. : n 

when they happen to be disturbed jn 
the pursuits that draw them (rom their 

retreats, that if a partner be wounded, 
the affectionate companion comes to 

give relief, not knowing 
the pain, or of the sudden flight." Tn 
the search, the watchful hunter strikes 

the fresh prey ; when the tortured sni- 

mals, seeking each other in their an- 

guish, and desperate with their wounds, 

often run foul of the boats, and involve, 

their pursuers in the ruin that over- 
whelms themselves. 
thev, by running among packed ice, 

or rubbing the line against the edge of 

a flaw, (a portion of fiend:ice,), frequent- 

ly chale it so as to make it snap, and so 

escape for the moment, but they sre 

seldom eventually sale. 
casions they cease not to run for up- 

known length, until fatigue or desth 

makes them insensible of pain. . To 

some such occurrence is to be attribui- 

ed the circumstance of a whale, haviog 

been captured with the harpoon embed- 

ded in its body, after traversing the 

unknown teas between Spitzbergen and 

David’s Strait, 

It is not upuspsl 

the cause af 

In some instances 

Oo such oc- 

I cannot conclude without mention- 

ing the singular character of courage 
and intrepidity evinced by the men em- 

ployed in the capture of the whale.— 

Trained to the occupation from baey- 

hood, and induced by rewards of much 

importance in. their station, such quali- 

fications are highly recommendatory in 
their application for employment ; and 
in their voyage, should what they term 

«« good luck” attend their exertions, 
and an implicit devotedness to the in- 

terests owner be manifested, their ad- 

vancement and employment are cer- 
tain. The expense of outfit, the dsn- 

ger of total loss by shipwreck, and the 
thousand casualties to which this branch 

of trade is liable, should prevent all en- 
vy at the profits arising from it. 
successful, these 

great ; but they 
not only by the constant and strniging 

anxiety attending selfish concern, but 
by the apprebension that all the indivi- 
duals so engaged may probably never 
return from so perilous a mission. - Such 
refléctions consume an honest and hu- 
mane heart ; while the purse of the ad- 
venturing merchant may be distended 

by the fortunate return, the whale aver: 

aging a value of one thousand pounds. — 

Whea 
profits are certainly 
are fairly balanced, 

O’Reilly on Greenland. | 

CENTRAL BANK OF 
NEW BRUNSWICK. 

UBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that = 
farther Instalment of Fifty per Cent on 

{ Bank of New 
Brunswick, is hereby required 1p be paid to 

Ed 

the hands of the Cashier of said Bank, at the 

Counting House of Messrs. Robert Rank, 

& Co. in Fredericton, on or before Monday, 
1st day of September next, . 

By order of the Board, 
‘H. G. CLOPPER, President. 

Fredericton, 9th May, 1834. 
go br cd 

FOR SALE, 
YHREE Lots of Land Nos, 43, 44, and 

45, in the Military Grant op the Port- 
age, between Fredericton, and Miramichi, 
opposite land. owsied by the Hon. George / 
Shore, containing 500 Acres more or less, 
with the usnal aligwance for. roads. For 
terms apply to Bi 

W. B. KINNEAR, 
Atty. for the Estate of Wm. Ewing, 

deceased. 

St. John, September 11th, 18383, 
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