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“HOUSE OF COMMONS, ~~ 
TUESDAY, 15TH APRIL. 

GOYERNMENT OF CANADA. 

.| evidence as to the best r 

Pe — A 

only had sests in the Legislative
 Assem- 

bly. |[Heér.] Before cailing the atton- 

mitted to read some remarkable pieces of 

| emedy for griev- 
soces set forth in a petition, signed by 

87,000 French Canadiaos, which had 

been entrusted to three delegates, Mr. | 

an opportunity to explain and bring under 
the consideration of the House not only 

the constitation, but also the present 

state of the Province of Lower Canada. 

(Hear.] He confessed, though he had 
listened with-great attention to the speech 

of the hon. and learned gentleman, it was 

with no small difficulty that he had follow- 

ed the hos. and leatned gentleman through 
the - complicated -dates, terms, facies, and 

circumstances, which almost recdered the 

hon. and learned gentlemean’s statement 
unintelligible to the persons acquainted 

with the subject matter seught to be in- 

quired into ; but he (Mr. Sianley) beg- 

~ged the House to observe, that the hon. 

aad learned gentleman, on a general 

principle (which, however, he did not 

avow), called upon the Leguslature of 

this country to enter into the considera- 
tion of the existing constitution of two co- 

lonial provinces, while the whole of the 

hon. and learned gentleman’s facts and 

allegations referred to one single province 

— [Hear, hear] ;—nay, more, the hon. 

and learned gentleman had entirely omit- 

ed to inform the House that in the other 

province the Governor, the Evecutive 

Council, and the Legislative Council, were 

united in bonds of most perfect good feel. 

ing and unanimity, notwithstanding the 

strenuous’efforts which had been esszyed| 

to disturb the harmony which had prevail- 

ed for a long period amongst these three 

branches of the local goverament of Up- 

per Canada. [Hear, hear.] It would be 

hie (Mr. Stanley’s) duty to endeavour to 

supply this omission on the part of the 

of the hon. and learned gentleman. 

He would first state, that pot long since 

a gentleman of the name of Mackenzie, 
'be given to this body. 

| Neilson, Mr. Cuvillier, and fo: Viger 

Gg | ot temisldti 

Mc. Neilson, in the ‘course of his 

examination, was asked il he had ever 

turged in his mind any plan by which he
 

conceived the Legislative Council might 

be better composed in Lower Canada ? 

His reply was as follows :—* There are 

two modes in which the composition of 

the Legislative Council might be betler- 

ed ; the one, which I believe the people 

in Lower Canada have in view, is by the 

exercise of the prerogative, appointing 

men who are independent of the Execu- 

tive, and in fact who are able to live by 

their own means. That has appeared to 

as to be the most consistent with the
 con. 

stitution under which we live.” The o- 

ther mode would be to make the Legisla- 

tive Council elective by electors of a high- 

er qualification. Mr. Neilson also recom-| 

the Legislative Council. The evidence 

‘of Mr. Cuvillier was even still stronger. 

{This witness stated that the people com- 

plained that the majority of the members 

of the Wegislative Council were persons 

holding places of profit during pleasure, 

and in consequence were not considered 

independeat of the Crown ; and on beng 

asked ** if he considered a greater secu- 

rity would be effdcted by making the lLe- 

gislative Council elective, the members to 

hold their seats for .Jife.”” Mr. Covillier 

| replied —** With regard to that, {I would 

‘not wish the Legislative Council to be e- 

lective, as I think it would make that ho- 

by dependeat-upon the people, and I 

should like to see them independent of 

the Crown.” [Hear.] Such then, was 

the evidenée, and on that evidence tne 

report of the Committee recommended 

that a more independent gharacter should 

He was prepared 
came “over to this country from Upper 

Canada to complain to his Majesty’s Go- 

vernment of certain grievances alleged by | 

him to exist in that province. That com- 

plaint had been inquired into with the 

deepest anxiety by his (Mr. Staniey’s)] 

noble predecessor in the office he had 

now the honour to fill, with a view to e- 
His noble 

friend had called upon the Legislative 

Assembly of Upper Canada to take the 

best mode to meet the alleged grievances, 

and what was the answer of the House of 

Asfembly—a body -whose independence 
and freedom of action had not been dis- 

puted by the hon. and learned gentleman, 

In answer to this communication the House 

of Assembly state.—[Here the Rt. Hoon. 

Gentleman read a large part of the ad- 

dress, expressing loyalty and denying all 

Me. M’Kenzie’s assertions of grievance 

avd oppression in the colonies.]—This 

was the mode in which the House of As- 

sembly spoke of the constitution which they 

Honourable and Learned (Gentlemen 

to show that the letter and spirit of tha 

recommendation had been complied with | 

ia the most eatire good faith. ‘I'he Judg- 

es, with the exception of the Chief Jus-| 

tice, whose presence was necessary for] 

certain duties in the legislative Council, 

had been excluded, and in other respects] 

the spirit of the recommendation had been 

carried into effect. At the time the com- 

miltee sat in 1828, the members of the 

Legislative Council of Lower Canada, 

were 27 in number, of whom 19 held offi- 

ces under the Crown ; acd in the year 

i832, the number of members was increa- 

sed to 35, end of these only 7 were con- 

nected with the Crown, leavisg 27 mem- 

bers, exclusive of the Chiei Justice, en- 

tirely independent of the Government.— 

(Hear, hear.] Now again, with regard 
to the national origin of the members of 

the Legislative Council last year, as com- 

pared with the. year 1828, In the latter] 

ear there were three Anglo Americans | 
| 
{ 

of the Council ;in the year 1833 the num- 

Of Irish ori- ) sought to villify and abuse—such was the 

language of a body, freely elected by the gin ¢ 

people of Upper Canada, where the right 

of election in counties was a 40s. {ran- | 

chise, and in towns, in the ownersof hous- 

es of the annual value of £5. or the oc- | 

cupiers of houses of the annual value ol 

£0. Io the year 1828, a select commit- 

tee of the House of Commons had been 

eppuioted to inquire into the state of the! body. ent e 
That | dition to the numbers of the Legislative e ra 

| predominated, had been somo time ago government of Upper Canada. 

committee had, however, laid down as 8) 

principal, that where a colonial provioce 

had a local legislative Assembly of ite own, 

thé Parliament of this country ought only 

todinter{ere in cases of great emergency. 

He (Mr. Stanley), most cheerfully em- 

braced that principal and opinion— (hear, 

bear,)—and he owned he wus not little 

surprised that the Honourable and Learn- 

ed Gentleman opposite, should seek to in- 

tetfere with the constitution of a country 

passessing free institutions, and suffsriog 

less from taxation than any other part of 

ths globe—a country whose people had | 

already declared their confidence and an- 

tigfaction in the established goverament, 

and the existing state of things, and who 

could, in the course ol the present year, 

at the elections which must ensue, make 

different returns to the House of Assem- 

biy, in case they were dissatisfied with the 
course pursued by their present represes- 

tatives. ~ He must admit that the case of 

Lower Canada was, however, very wide- 

l¢ different. [Hear, hear.] [Iu the one 
pravince, the constitution was not made | 

matter of complaint, but in the other pro-/ 

vince it was so by parties to whose aliega- 

(ions he should presently address himself. 

The first point of complaint had been as 

to the present corstitution of the Execu- 

tive Council, snd the Legislative Coun- 

cil ; the former of which, it should be 

known, resembled in its character and 

functions, the Privy Council in this coun- 

try, assisting the Governor’ with their ad- 

“vice, and superintending the Treasury ac- 

counts of the Colony. = He courted, nay, 

ore, ho demanded inquiry, in order that 
_ the! allegations which had beer put forth 

"might either be substantisted or refuted, 

and he pledged himself that he would 

shaw to the committee and the Irlouse, 

thet the majority of these allegations were 
raatly overcharged. It had been urged 

that the Legislative and Executive Coun- 
¢il were combined. What was, however, 

the fact 2 In Upper Canada, of the Ex- 

wcumive Cooncil, consisting of thirty-two 

members, only six were members of the |8 

Legislative Council ; and in Lower Ca- 
pada, the Executive Council, consisted 

of thirty-seven members, ol whom three 

ber had increased to five. 
here were two in the Council in 

‘28 ; in 1833 only one. Oi Scotch, nine 

‘in 1828 ; and eight in 1833, while of] 

' French Canadians (the party (rom which 

complaints had originated), though only | 

‘six persons of that race were members of | 

‘the Legislative Council in 1828, taere 

‘were last year no less than eleven in that 

[Hear.] [a any subsequent ad-/ 

Council, he could assure the house that | 

the same spirit would be manifested to 

‘preserve the independence of that body | 

| ag that from which the result he had al- 

| ready named had occurred—namely, that | 

(in 1823, out of 27 members, 13 were de-| 

‘out of 37 weré at all under the control of 

‘the local (overnment. [Hear, hear']—| 

These facts manifested to the House, that | 

the Governor had faithfully followed up | 

\the opinions expressed by the commiitee 

lof 1828. The Government of this coan- 

‘try had been most anxious to maintain 
‘harmony - between the Crows, and (he 

| Hovea of Assembly, but it had unhappily 

'detolyed upon him, in the painful exercise 

of his duty, to endéavour to put down the 

| monstrous pretensiond to which the House 
'of Assembly claimed the uncontrolled di- 
(rection of the revenues in the province 

\ —[ Hear, hear |—and he (Mr. Stanley) 

‘admitted the general principle which that 

‘claim involved. But he was borne out by 

"the opinion of the Hovse of Commons in 

1 1828, and at any-rate ha had reason to 

! pendent on the Crown, while now only 7| 

justify him in thinking thal the executive 

officers and the judges ought to be ren 

dered independent of the caprices of a po- 

pular assembly. lu the year 1778, a de- 

claratory act was passed by the Legisla- 

ture, by which it was declared that no du- 

ties should be levied in the province with- 

out the consent ofthe local Legislature. 
In 1791 a divisign—a most unfortunate 

division, in his opinion—was made of that 
portion of the dominions of the British, 

(Crown in the provinces of Upper and 

Lower Canada, the upper province being 

| peopled by Ecglish and American settlers, 

while the lower was almost entirely occu- 

pied by the descendants of ihe French 

colonists. A separate Government, and 

of course a legislative Council, was grant- 

ed to both provinces; while, at the same 

time, the free enjoyment of the laws un- 

| der which they had up to that time lived 
was guaranteed to all, although the basis 

of the laws which the French so much re- 

arded was the feudal tenure in its most 
unmitigated and worst form. It was de- 

tion of the House to the report of the 8e<} 2 

{lect committee of 1828, he must be per-| 

v- | first RT od with the 

ceeding that the.censure of the select com- 

mended the exclusion of the Judges from |q 

18- jected at once. 
formed them that his Majesty would not|jralousy of their own laws and privileges, 
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foto the Crown from | al and 1 ith which these election procese- 

ard; H so Sempre apply to the House of Assembly for any 
sums in aid of the local expendit 

y, | signed by 7,700 persons, out of
 a ! u- 

is | lation of about 21,000 iohabitants, expres- 

ing | sed the high sense which those who had 

ture ; but} 

charged with the murder, and an address
 = agoinst the individuals who were 

signed the address entertained of the tem- 

per wi 

ings were conducted. Il 

“The House of Assembly instituted an in- 

quiry into the circuinstances, they summoned 

L 

§ 

be heey] of 
! 

granted ao add, ! no! 
out any stipula “ae to ite disposal, but 

after some time they claimed—and he 

thought the claim was a’ fair one—they 

claimed a superintendence over the: Re- | 
venues collected within the Province. 

Things went on in this state for some. 

time, concessions being made sometimes 

on one side, and sometimes on the other, 

(ill at last the Governor of the Province 

authorized the receiver to take any sum 

out of the chest pf the Province on an or- 
der signed by him, without waiting for 

the sanction of the House of Assembly 

(or its approbation. [Hear, hear.] = This 

was a s/ep which should never meet with 

his approbation, land it was at this pro- 

mittee of tive of Commons ‘in 1828 
was levelled. But to come to the conse- 

ences which brought on the present col- 

fision. The Legislature broge up at an 

early period, leaving the quarantine es 

tablishments io a state of great distress, 

when the cholera was raging with unex- 

ampled fury, and famine was pattially 

ravaging the country. Under these cir- 

simsiances the Governor, chiefly from his 

own resourses, had advenced £7,000 to 

provide for the pressing wants which such 

a calamity occasioned ; and when he ap- 

plied the next session, in full confidence 

that the House of Assembly would reim- 

burée for what he had thus humanely ad- 

vanced, he was met by a taunt against the 

misapprop-iation of the money. (Hear, 

hear.] His Noble Friend had proposed 
to the House to accept of a certain sum 

for the salaries of the Judges, and £4,500 

for the Governor yearly ; nay, he hade- 

ven gone further, and had offered to re- 

duce the whole amount, to £35, 000, pro- 

vided the House would consent to make 

a permanent appropriation. Ia 1831, the 

council of the upper province expressed 

in an address their thanks to the Crown 

for having consented to make the judges 

indepeadent. The Governor of the:pro- 

vince of Lower Canada brought in a bill 

to the same effect, although he was char- 

ged vith rashoess in doing eo, placing an 

unjust reliance on the candour and honour 

of the local Legislature to make an ade- 
quate provision for the payment of =ala- 

ries. Bat had they done so ? No. They 

had, indeed, paseed a’ bill professing to 

make them independent, and they wisely 

determined that they should hold their 

offices for life ; but no stated sum was 

mentioned as the salary they should re- 

reive, nor was any provision made res- 

pecting the fundeon which their salaries 

were to be charged, except by pointing 

obliquely at the revenues over which they 

had no control. Now, this was not the 

way to effect the object for which they 

effected to be zgalous. They never inten-| 

ded to do any thing; and their bill was re- 

The Governor had in-| 

| 

\ 

again apply to the House of Asserbly but 
would provide funds from other sources. 

The spirit, he was sorry to say, of faction, | 

which prevailed in that province, could be | 

well collected from the ‘case of M. Mon- | 

delet. [It so happened that tha district of | 
Gaspe, one of the few places in Lower) 

Canada where (English influénce rather 

represented by a gentleman of the name 

of Christie, who had been indiscreet e- 

nough to dispraise by some publication, 

the party paramount in the house of As- 

sembly, and on his appearing to take his 

seat there, it was determined that he was 

not a fit person to sit with them. He was 
re-elected ; and, five or six times In suc- 

cession, no longer entering on any discus- 

sion on the point of ms disqualification, 

they expelled him after each re-election. 

[Hear, hear.] Now, in this instance, | 

whatever might be the private® opinion of] 
individuals, so strongly did the Government 
feel that they could not interfere with the 

privileges of the House of Assembly; that 

not the least hesitation was manifested, at 

issuing the respective writs which the As- 

sembly in this instance ordered. With 
regard to M. Mondelet, he had accepted 
the houorary appointment of a councellor, 

for which he received no emolument what- 

ever. Now, there was no law subsisting 
in the colony which required the vacating 
a seat in the Legislature on accepting an 
appointment. | They, however, deter- 
mined that all persons who for the future 
should accept offices of emolument under 

the Crown should vacate their seats in the 
Legislature ; they sent this bill to the o- 

ther branch, and passed a resolution that 

even before it received the royal assent, 

it should have the force of law in the co- 

lony, [Hear, hear.] Now M. Mondelet 
did not come within the provisions of this 
enactment, either in the letter or the spi- 
rit, yet the Speaker was ordered to issue 
"his writ tor a new election in consequence 
of M. Mondelet’s haviog accep'éd a place 

of profit under the Crown. He hardly 
knew how to follow the hon. Gentleman 
through the many points of speech pre- 

sented, but heswould touch on what the 

hon. Member was pleased to call the mas- 

sacre at Montreal. Now this formidable 

phrase meant, in fact, nothing more than 

threo persons were unfortunately killed. 

The grand jury, whose functions had beer 
but -recently ezercised, and who were 

composed after the model o! the grand 

The last charge was, that they had not ad- 

i to public offices. 

an election disturbance, in which two or 

'witnesscs, they examined papers, and yor 

postponi | 
So sity in Lower Canada. He (Mr. Sta 

believed that in doing this the Assembly had 

only in view the exclusion of British influ- 

ence. (Hear, hear,) There was no person 

more studiously desirous than himself to pre- 

serve the engagements which this country had 

entered into; but at the same time they had a 

duty to perform in promoting the influx of 

British Capital and British settlers in this pro- 

vince. (Hear.) This was a struggle which 

had long been going on between the British 

and French, the latter being apprehensive of 

danger to their feudal tenures. ‘That at some 
future period the two provinces would be re- 

united he had not the least doubt, but at the 

present time he felt an unwillingness to re- 

commend to Parliament this step, in order to 

overpower in this manner the members of the 

refactory Legislature of Lower Canada.— 

Their great grievance was the Canada Tenures 

Act. The allotments ol Land were ranted 

out in free and common soccage. Difficulties 

had arisen as to the interpretation of passa- 

ges in the act of Parliament of 1791, which it 

was found could not be dealt with by the Ca. 

nada authorities ; and now Parliament, as if 

was justified to do, stepped in to interpiet its 

own Act. I'he Crown, which was in the 

place of seigneur paramount of the whole pro- 

vince, offered all the seigneurs the choice of 

holding tree and common soccage, instead o 

by feudal tenure, and this without levying any 

fine, provided only they would deal in like 

manner with all persons who held under them. 

It was idle, he maintained, that it should be 

supposed that the interests of the F.ench inha- 

bitants could be affected by such a course of 

proceeding. The French seigneurieq were al |g 

present in great part a wiiderness. On the 

contrary, the Canada tenures bill was calcu- 

lated most materially to benefit the province 

and the great mass of the inhabitants, who 

were French Canadians. He wonpld now ad- 

dress himself to the cases in which complaints 

respecting the conduct of the Government had 
heen made, and he challenged a rigorous inves- 

tigation into the facts and circumstances of 

each case. The first was the seminary of 

Montreal, the rights of which he begged to 

say were held in, considerable doubt. " This 
seminary was originally attached to thatof St. 

Sulpice at Paris. It now exercised the _func- 

tions and enjoyed the privileges of seigneur of 

Montreal, amongst which was the power of 
imposing taxes and duties. He believed he 
was correct in stating that a tax amounting to 

one fifth on every mutation of’ property was 

levied there. 'The law officers of the Crown 
had given an opinion against the fact of those 
rights being vested in the seminary. An 
adjustment. of the claims of the seminary 
had been proposed, and the Government 

proposed to grant to the seminary the whole 
amount of its annual revenues, taking an 
average of the receipts for the iast ten years ; 

and, moreover, they farther pledged themselves 
that if any surplus arose from the revenues, 

upon the payment ol this annual allowance, 

they would place that surplus in the hands of 
the House of Assembly for purposes of educa- 
tion. Next, as to the complaint that the Le- 
gislative Council was not made elective, he 

contended that in a country where the mass of 
the population were French Canadians, while 
almost all the property, with the exception of 
the land, was in the hands of British inhabit- 
ants, and when the House of Assembly, [rom a 

howed an aversion to the settlement of Bri- 
tish capital in the provinces, if they were to 

make the Legislative Council elective, it could 

have no other eflect than that of only abrogat- 
ing the power of the Government and. of the 
F xecutive, but moreover the rights of British 
subjects, which he for one was not prepared to 
surrender to any means of intimidation which 
any body of men could employ. [Cheers. ]— 
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not dwell upon the 
‘expressions used in the recen 

class. 

mitted a fair proportion of French Canadians 
It was alleged that out of! 

214 public functionaries, only -47 were French | 
Canadians. How were the facts of the case 7 | 
Of the 214, 125 were of British origin, and 
born in these countries, and 81 were born in 

the Canadas, 31 were of British parentage, and 

50 of French Caradian parentage. ‘This was 
the fair wav to take the proportion of the} 
French Canadians employed by Government, 

not as compared with those sent from the 

mother Country and with the Briush-born Ca- 
nadians, but simply and solely with the latter. 
It was true that of nine judges three only were 
French Canadians ; but when the Hon. Mem- 
ber said that the judges, like the Legislative 
Council, were not connected with the colony, 
he said that which was altogether incorrect.— 
[Hear, hear.] They were all gentlemen trom 
the bar of Canada who hud raised thems*lves 
to the bench by successful professional exer. 
tion. The Right Hon. Gentleman proceeded 
to say that he was satisfied to rest thedefence 
of the Government—not of himself alone but 
of his predecessor—upon the statements he 
had that mght made. tie was desirous of hav- 
ing them subjected to the most rigorous inves- 
tigation, limiting it however strictly to the 

subjects which had been made the foundation 
of charges against them. He would. freely 
give any dispatch he had written, together 
with the answer he had received, and he hoped 
the documents he would so cheerfully furnish 
would not alone be examined, but re-examined 

and cross-examined. The Government was 

on its tria!, and he hoped it would have a full, 

fair, and impartial one. The next question to 
which he had to call the attention of the 
House was a financial one. He had to state 
that he should fee! himself compelled to come 
before them in consequence of the violation 
of the implied pledge of the Legislative 
Assembly with his Noble Friend, when 

he brought in his hill, in 1821, which conferred 

on the Assembly the power ol voting its own, 

It was then understood that the Assembly 
would provide permanently for the maintenance 
of the judicial establishments in the Colony.— 
That they had failed to do, and as it was not 
to be tolerated that the judges should be left de- 

pendent upon the annual grants of a popular as- 

sembly, heshould ‘eel it his duty to propose a bill 
for-suspending the act in question, until the 

Legislative Assembly had redeemed their 

pledge, and made a fitting permanent provi- 

sion for the judicial establishment. 
hear.] He trusted, in asking this, he was not 

[Hear, 

- complied with, the whole 
of the revenues should be given over 10 the ay. 
thority of the Provincial Assembl, .. He would 

ics | upon, or the 

the Logiintive Assembly. Great praise way 

conferred upon two Hon. Members of tha 

House—the Hoa. Member for Dublin, and th, 
Hon Member for Middlesex—praise which le 
doubted not was most sweet to their eary; 

they were described as ths champions of the 
rights and liberties of their respective 

| counties, even in the worst s of To 
as: sharing the 

liberal and enlightened feelings of the Le. - 

) | Alter professing their attachment to Great 
of Lower Canada.-~ 

Britain, the Assembly proceeded to talk aboyt 
the institutions of America, and 0 indulge in 
expressions of such’ extreme opinions, conveyed 
in such objectionable language that he woulq 
not trust himself with any comment upon 

them, lest perchance he might lose his temper, 
Ia conclusion, then, he would move an amend, 
ment: upon the motion of the hon. Member, 
The amendment was for the appointment of 3 
select committee to inquire and report whether 
the grievances complained of in 1828 by cer- 

tain inhabitants of Lower Canada had been 
redressed and also whether the recommenda. 

tion of a committee of that House, to whom 

the question of these grievances was referred, 
had been complied with on the part of the Go. 
vernment ; also to inquire into other grievan: 
ces now set forth in the resolutions of the 
House of Assembly in Lower Canada, and re- 

port thereupon to the House. 

Mr. O'Connell said after the amend. 
ment proposed by the right hon. Gentle. 
man, he would recommend his hon. friend 
to withdraw his motion and leave the 
whole responsibility of the appointment of 
the Committee to the Government. The 
conclusion ot the right hon. gentleman’ 
speech was satisfactory, which was more 
than could be said for the first part of it. 
As the question, however, was to be sub- 

mitled to a Committee, he would not tres- 
pass now on the time of the House. He 
must protest, however, against the powers 
granted to the Legislative Council ; a- 
ainst the urequal distribution of Goverp- 

ment nlaces ; and the little attention paid 
to the just claims of tke Catholic Clergy. 
It was folly to suppose that any foreign 
government could so effectually protect 
the interests of the people as could the 
people themselves. It was, he thought, 
essential to the well being of the people 
that they should be le(t to manage their 
own affairs. | 
Mr. [Hume would not perhaps have 

thought it necessary to trespass upon the 
indulgence of the House had he not been 
particularly introduced to their attention 
by the right hon. gentleman who had ac- 
dressed them. The manner topo of that 
introduction left him no alternative, though 
he should be brief in his observations. To 
the sneering remark of the right hon. Se- 
cretary, he should only observe that he 
had rather be recognized as the friend of 
a distant—and it might be of an oppressed 
people—than the tyrant of any portion of 
his Majesty’s subjects—(hear hear) - He 
should leave the right hon, gentleman in 
the enjoyment of any fancied triumph, 
with the simple assurance that he should 

not find him (Mr. Hume) like many of his 
friends—the supporter of Tory Goverp- 
ment under Whig Administration— (heer, 

hear.) It was notorious that the majorily 
in Upper Canada was obtained by bribery 
and corruption—by the placing in the 
House Excise officers and persons of that 

He was surprised that the right 
hon. gentleman should have attempted to 
mislead hon. meinbers as ho had done. 
Was it not known that a dissolution of the 
House was prayed for by the inhabitants 
of Upper Canada, | in order that an elec- 
tion might afford them an opportunity of 
giving unequivocal expression to their 
feelings? What was the conduct of the 

right hon. Secretary, when appointed to 

his present situation? The Attorney and 

Solicitor General had been removed by 

the right hom: gentleman’s predecessor, 

and, as if toshow his dissent from anything 
like concihiating policy, they were re- 

storec, and had even additional honor con- 

' ferred upon them by the present right hoo. 
Secretary— (hear, hear.) To bim (Mr. 
Hume) it was a matter of deep regret that 

the effairs of the coionies should be man- 

aged as they were at present, 

lutions agreed to by the colonists declar- 

ed that the ‘‘ Legislature had so Th 
sympathy with the people;” and this was 
the statement of persons who had return- 

ed thanks to the Earl of Ripon, while they 
had censured the presen: right hon. Se- 

cretary, He (Mr. Hume) would object 
to the appointment ¢f a Commiuee unless 
it was composed of persons jn no way 

concerned with the Government. - He 
was anxious that a fair and impartial 
Committee should be appointed, Aor he 

could anticipate much benefit from their 
inquiries. But be thought ‘it, most use- 
less to appoint a Committee unless it were 
composed of men unbiassed by any parti- 
cular opinion—(hear.) The hou. member 

concluded by expressing his hearty con- 

currence in the motion, | 

Lord Howick said it was a mistake to 
suppose that thers was any intention upon 
the part of the Goverament to interfere 

with the colonies in the management of 
their revenue. A (ree and unrestrained 
‘control over the management of the pub- 
lic purse was, perhaps, one of the first 
principles of a Government, and with this 
there was no intention of interfering. ~— 
The question simply was whether or not 
a fixed salary was to be appointed for 
Judges, in order that they should be ren- 

dered independent. In reply to the ob- 
servation of the hon. member for Dublin, 

that the Catholic Clergy were prevented 
from taking ground for the erection of 

houses of worship, he (Lord Howick) beg" 

ged to reply that the Catholic Clergy in 

the Canadas bad been treated with the 

utmost liberality since the conquest, and 

evea to the present day continued to be 

so treated. With respect to an cbservs- 
going too far, when he was at the same time 

clared that they should have the upres- 

trained use of their own language, their juries in England, ignored the bill pre- ready to make the ‘stipulation, that after the tion which had fallen from the hon. mem- 
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