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lency the Governor in Chief céme down [ (jiy ' co
mnq*t
some time after

in state islative Co

to the Legi
Chamber,and being seated on the throne

was sent down to the Houde of Assem-
bly to command their attendance before

come up, His Exet pleased to
open the Second Session of the Filteenth
Provincinl Parliament with the following
Speech:— o FTHE . |

Genilemen of the islative Council,
| Geutlem{n of th? House of Assembly,

It is in no ordinary circumstances that
I meet you, and consequences of vasl
importance depend on the impression
you may receive from my words. Dis-
sensions have almost arrested the course
of Goverament. The supplies required
for carrying into execution the laws by
which society is held’ together, have
now for a considerable period been
withheld. The most urgent. and con-
flicting statements of numerous ‘Griev-
auces by adverse parties, have. been
borne 1o the throne of His Majesty; bat
accompanied with expressions of an ap-

Crown might not have that. practical
and local knowledge of the-Province,
which is necessary for the discernment
of the most appropriate remedies. I
am sent amongst you, therefore, not only
as your Governor, but as the head of a
Commission upon which the task is im-
posed, of inquining fully, and upoo the
spot, into the Complaints which bhuve
been made; and ot offering to the King
and to the Councils by which the Throne
is surrounded, the deliberute conclusi-.
ons of the Comoussioners. '
There are some cases in which the
Executive power of the Goverpment
will of itself be sufficient to apply a re-
medy; in others, though he cannot act
by himself, yet with the help of one or
both branches of the Provincial Legis-
lature, he may effectually uccomplish
what is required; there are others in
which the Laws and Institutions of the
United Kingdom make it impossible for
us, without the enactments or sanclion
of the authorities in"England, to effect
what is asked; so that il we were to act,
we should be acting unlawfully, if we
were to make Laws, they would be
bindieg upon no one.
If these distinetions are borne in
mind, whilst I state to you the com-
mands 1 have received from His Ma-

here, [ am confident that [ shall sa-
tisfy all impartial minds of the magnan-
imity and wisdom with which His Ma-
jesty has listened to your complaints; ol
the resolution which has been taken to
redress every grievance uader which
any class of His Majesty’s Canadian
subjects may labour, and of my owo

numbers of indivic
prised in this, or in that class,

' ed authority in Lower

to which | shall ad-

prior inhabitants
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assure you that in this respect, my in-

structions enjoin upon me the utmost

impartiality, and an entire disregard. of

distinctions derived from difference of |
origin. Fitness for the trust is the cri-

terion to which mainly, if not edtirely,
I am to look,—and I do not hesitate to
avow the opinion, that in.every country,
to be-acceptable to the great body of

elements of fitness for public station,
So great is the solicitude of His Ma-

the people is one of the most o?emial

jesty to teke the most effectual security’

aghinst the éccurrence of any abuse in
the distribution of His patronage, that
lie has commanded the adoption of ar-
rangements designed to elicit a far more
particular account than heretofore, of
the exercise of this part of His c{elegat;
‘ Canada; and He
has been further pleased to direct that
all offices in His gifi, of which the emo-
luments shall exceed a stated sum, shall
not be granted, except under the Public
Seal of the Province, in pursuance of
warrants to be issued for that purpose
by His Msjesty.
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Complaint is also made that| incom-
patible offices are in some cages ‘held
by the same person. In whatsoever
degree this grievance may be found to
exist, His Majesty has signified lo me
' his expectation ;that it should be com-
pletely remedied. Commencing with
the highest, I nave formed the opinion
that it 1s neither right nor cpasistent
with the wholesome separation, and in-
dependence of the principal bodies ol
the Government, and with the digoity
of their members, that out of the limited
number of Executive Couacillors in
this Province, several should hold offi-
ces under the Legislative Council and
House of Assembly. 1 desire, howe-
ver that it may be understood that no
digsatisfaction with the conduct of the
members of the Executive Couneil, nor
any mark whatever of His Majesty’s
displeasure is intended to be conveyed.
The immediae retirement of those gen-
tlemen who prefer to retain their ap-
pointments under the Legisiative body,
might embarrass or ioterrupt the pro-
ceedings of the Court of Appeals, but
I felt it my duly to impart to them the

conclusion to which my mind had come.

determination to do a!l of which [ am ca-
pable, 1n giving effect to these generous
and wise intentions. As Governor, 1
will execute with alacrity, impartiality
and firmness, whatever I am competent
to do of myself; as head of the Provio-
cial Legistature, I will zealously co-
operate with its other mambers in the
redress of every evil they may find oc-
casion to correct; as .Commissioner, I

| | shall communicate the same opinion
to the proper authorities at home, and I
entertain no doubt that as soon as their
places can be supplied, according to the
| forms prescribed by law, effect will be
given to the wish taey have expressed
to relinquish their seats in the Execu-
tive Council. My views are not limited
to these casss. No union of incompa-

pledge
examination will be made of those still
weightier matters which depend upon
the highest powers of the empire; and
that having with the most anxious
thooght and solemn deliberation, arrived
at our conclusions, the Commissioners

will state them with an earnestness of

purpose, calculated to give additionsl
force to the authority which they ought
to derive from having been deemed wor-
thy of so grave a charge.

1o what I shall now proceed to com-
municate, it is not my design, nor am I
authorized by His Msjesty, to condemn
or applaud generally the conduct of any
one; thie abatement of dissensions, aud
the conciliation of adverse parties, are
the objects at which I aim : the good
will of the Canadians of all ranks and
classes; the confidence of the represen-

tatives of the people, the respect of all

" braoches and members ol the govern-

ment, are what I ardently desire to earn
and to retain, and io this I hope to suc-
ceed, becausc I am conscious that my
intentions desesve it. With as much
freedom from fear Or favour as I have
promised to act, I will oow speak of the
things of which you Have complained,
and of the remedies which I hope to
see applied. i

itis affirmed that the French Origin

of the majority of the inhatitants ofjg

Lower Canada has been made a pretext
for excluding them from office and em-
ploymeat, and for retainiog them 11 a
state of political inferiority. I discleam
on the part of His Msjesty, aod of the
British People, so ungenerous a motive,
Heving long sgo become a part of the

family of British subjects, our constitu-

myself that a prompt bot careful,

tible or incongruous offices will be wil-
lingly acquiesced in by me; butJ wish
1o be understood as opeaking of offices
of which the duties cannot convenieatly
or with propriety be discharged by the
'same person. In some instances, the
| division of offices is merely nominal,
‘and the daties are more conveniently
discharged by one person, than they
could be by two. In other linstances,
the sulary of the office is so small, or
its duty so seldom called for, ' that with-
out a union with some other, the em-
{ployment could only be made accepta-
ible to a competent person by an in-
crease of emolument. ~

1t isstated as a Grievance that the
Government has at various times refus-
ed to give the Legislature access to ac-
counte, and other  documents which
were hecessary for the prosecution of
its enquiries, and that the Executive
has not in all cases, communicated
when requested, the dispatches which
|bave passed between the Colonial De-
partment and the local Government.
His Majesty’s Governinent fears that
the ‘Assembly may have been exposed
to some inconvenience from this source.
The rule which I am wmstructed to fo)-
low, is a freedom from all unnecossary
reserve; I am commanded to withhcld
no informatioa {rom the Provincial Le-
pislature which can be communicated

without a violation of confidence, of
special detriment 1o the public service;
and in particular, I am to offer you the
fullest assistance in investigaling every
thing counected with the revenue and
with finance.~—There. 1s scarcely any
document within the power of the . Go-|

in the distribution of political offices at | vite your asaistance in
any time, of in auy circumstances, to vetutns of this asture. ‘as ack
be guided entirely by a reference 1o the | as comprehensive as possi

The too frequent reservation of Bills
for the signification of His Majesty’s
pleasure, and the delay in communicat-
ing the King’s decision u,gd‘ themn, isa
grievance of which His M sjesty’s Go-
vernment are solicitous to prevent the
recarrence, I shall consider the power
of reserving Bills as a right to be em-
ployed not without much caution, nor
except on some evident necessity. His
Majesty’s Government also undertake
on their part to bestow the most prompl
attention, on every question of this na-

‘ture, which may be brought uader their

noiice; and especially, that no measure
having for its object the institution in
the Provinces of any Colleges or
Schools for the advancement of Chris-
tian Knowledge or Sound Learniog
shell hereafier be unnecessarily defer-
red.

Connected with this subject, is the
lapse of time which, it is stated, has,
on various occasions, occurred in con-
veying to the Legislature His Majesty’s
answers to their addresses. It is very
possible that delays which all would re-
gret, imay have taken place; in some
instances, perhaps, occasioned or pro-
longed by circumstances which no ac-
tivity or zeal in His Majesty’s service
could héve obviated; but His Majesty
takes so deep, and if I may use the ex-
pression, so personal en interest in the
affairs of this country, that His Minis-

commands to lay "before His Majesty,
immediately on its asrival in Eoglaod,
every communication which eitber
branch of the Legislature may address
to the Throne, and to see that His Ma-
jesty’s answer be conveyed to the Pro-
vince with the utmost possible dispatch.

There have been several complaints
of other matters; such as of the undue
preference of the Eoglish to the Freach
language; of improperly cailing on the
Judges for extrajudicial opinions on
matters which might subsequently come
before them for decision; of an interfer-
ence in the elections of the Represen-
tatives of the people, and of other mat-
ters on which I should scarcely have
thought it necessary to make any spe-
cific observations, because I can assure
you, generally, and without reservation,
that any course of Government liable
to such imputations would be marked
by this displeasure of His Majesty, and
because 1 rely upon your giving me so
much of your confidence as not to sup-
pose before hand that I should subject
myself in these respectsto any just re-
proach. |

With respect, however, to any undue
partiality to the English language, it
may aot be superfluous to apprize you
more expheitly that His Msjesty disap-
proves and ie -desirous to discourage
and prevent the adoption of any prac-
tice which wou!d deprive either class of
his subjects of the use, in their official
acts, of that tongue with which early
habits and education may have render-
ed them most familiar; and that if you
should deem it *requisite to pass a law,
for securing both the Xnglish and
French lohabitants of this Province a-
gainst any disadvantage arising from an
undue preference to either language, |

to the measure.

It has been tepuu'ntad as another
grievance that exhorbitant fees have
been charged in some of the Public
Offices. I have not yet been sufficient-
ly long in the Province to have o tained
accurate information on this subject;
but I am willing to concur with you in a
revision of the tees of every office in the
Province, and in the appointment should
you think it expedient of a commission
of enquiry for -that purpose. His Ma-
jesty has no wish on the subject, but
that the remaneration of all public offi-
cers, from the highest to the loweel
should be so regulsated as to provide for
the efficient discharge of the public ser-
vice,-an object which cannot effectual-
ly be secured without a (air remunera-
:jon ta the persons employed by the pub-

I will readily cosoperate, if it be de-
sired with a Committee of both Houses,
or of either House in an Enquiry not
only into certain Rules of Practice,

made by the Courts of Law, which, it
has been ‘stated in addresses to the

wernment, which it will not! always be| Throne, have exceeded the jast authori-
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ters have received the most unqualified|

should be prepared willingly to assent

ive, 1

inthe power of the Gover
ply any effectual remedy; |
d require the concurrence of both
shes of the Provincial Legislature

passing an Act for the purpose.

and that I

to the decision ©

all parties, has been already submitted

{ the Legislature, but

hension of the intentions of His
ty’s Goveroment.
of removing this misapprehension, I shall
cadse o be communicated, without de-
lay, copies of the Earl of Ripon’s dis-
patches on this subject: and I invite
you to resume the consideration of the

proposals which they contain.

Gentlemen of the House of Jluembly,%

- To both branches ol the Legislature I am
authorized to ofter my warrants for the pay-
ment of their contingent expenses. I have
received the commands of our m~st gracious
Sovereign to acquaint you that His Majes-
ty is dispored to place under the controul of
the Representatives ol the people all public
monies payable to His Majesty or 19 ‘His
Offcers, in this Province, whether arising
{rom taxes or from any other Canadian
source, but that this cession cannot be made
exeept on conditions which must be most

conditions for your consideration, is one ol
the principal objects of the Commission with
which it has pleased His Majesty to charge
myself and my colleagues.

“"Our enquiries into this subject shall be
pursued *vith unceasing  diligence, and the
result shall be submitted with all ptactica-
ble speed to His Majesty’s Government,
and 1 hope, in a Session 1o be holden in the
ensuing year, | shall be able to lay before
you proposals for a gatisfactory and conclu-

sive arrangement.

I have desired that the accounts whick are
necessary to shew the Financial State ol
the Province, with an estimate for the cur-
rent year, should be submitted to you as

soon as possible, and every explanation re-

er to aftord, shall be furnished without re-
serve. The accounts shew the large arrears
that are now due lor salaries to public offi-
cers, and for the other ordinary expenditure

of you to pass such votes

ing the enquiry by the Commissioners to

which [ have alluded.
Should you place the Government in this

pait of the surplus proceeds of the Crown
Revenues whkich may accrue beyond the
charges to which they are at present per-
manently liable, shall, in the interval of the
Commissioners’ enquiry be applied to any
purpose whatever uuless with your as-
sent. : '

As connected with the subject of Arrears
[ am further commanded to ask” of you the
repayment, to the Military Chest, of the
sum advanced under the sanction of His
Majesty’s Government to meet the pressing
exigencies of the Public Service. This ad-
vance was exclusively made from British
Funds for the puarpose of avoiding any un-
due interlerence with the Revenues falling
under the controul of the Assembly, and
with a strong persuasion that it would pot
prejudice the satisfactory adjustment of any
of the questions at issue between His Ma-
jesty’s Government and the House of As-.
sembly. However the measure may have
been subsequently -understood, such were
the feelings with which it was adopted. It
is obvious that this application does not call
on you to grant the smallest amount more

there had been no advance. His Majesty
therefore hopes, that an issue made in reli-
ance on the just and liberal. feelings of the
House of Assembly, and designed for no
other purpose than to prevent a highly in-
convenient interruption of the general busi-
neg; of the Province, will be cheerfully re-
poid. - | s ‘

In the absence of any legal provision' for
the purpose, I took on mysell the responsi-
bility of continuing the Quarantine Esta-
blishment at Grosse Isle, on the same fool.
ing as I found it, relying on your liberality
to make good an expenditure thus incurred
solely for the public advantage.

Fam happy tostate that the Establish-
ment was closed at an earlier period than
usual, in conletlu.ence of there having been,
for several wee &reviously, no sick of any
description in the Hospital. -I avail myself
of this opportunity to suggest to you the
expediency of indemnilying the Proprietor
ol the Island for its past occupatina in the
public service, and of enabling the Govern-
ment to obtain possession of it, should the
continuance, there, of a Quarantine Station
be deemed advisable. | |

I have to announce that the suit institut-
ed by the Crown against the late Receiver
General for repayment of the debt due to
the Province has been brought to a termi-
pation, which makes the estate of the De-
fendant applicable to the satisfaction of the
demands of the Province. [ may also an-
nounce to you that the party against whom
the judgment has been given, has come. to
the determination to relinquish his seat in
the Legislature of the Province, and to ab-
stain from the exercise of all rights and pri-

vileges at tached to it. S |
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was lost, apparently by some misappre- |
' Majes- |

As the best means |,

maturely weighed,and that to arrange such | p

specting them, which it may be in my po~-/

of the government, and I earnestly request
as may effect the

liquidation of thes> arrears, and provide for
the maintenance of Public Servants, pend-

position, 1am authorized to engage that no

more than would have been required if

|erumble into dust, and thatit I8

ected the system o strict reciproci
s, i Do 2o
Reign of His present *i'?ﬁ“e: E‘ tAh:

nt Majesty
Actto uon‘tizl:f ~ tlimted éum;e-,’ and 1o
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s , | alsp recommend 10 your congig
'he whole question, wi m"‘f‘ of a ation tb'e.ﬂ’moleQunﬁu ' oly Prisons.
bill for the adjustment of the claims of | Prison Discipline, and the expedm;?}

adopting some more eﬂ'ouulgmlhhm‘“ , |

at present exist, for repressing crime,whigj,
1 regret to say, appears to %c on the i,
crease in the Province, | -

Of the Commission of which I have
ken to you, it will Le the first and &
urgent duty to prepare with delibera
and the utmost care, and yet without gel,
the heads of a Bill for giving up to the g
propriation of the House of Assembly u‘:- -
nett proceeds of the hereditary m,m,:
and to prepare it in such a form that it gy,
be acceptable to the various authori;
whose sanction it may require, or upde
whose cogniz)anole, it may come. . In.whyt
form precisely this important ¢o :
may bg ﬂnall}v made, it’?v(:)ul uown mm
of place to discuss ; but it will be necessary
that two points should be secured;-i'in{
that the management of the souices of thyt
revenue of which the proceeds are to be g)-
priated by the House of’ Assembly, shouid
be reserved to Officers of the Crown, whoge
account3 will be open to the inspectiop of
the Legislature of the Province. Secondly
that a provision should be made for the SBp:
ort of the Executive Government and {or
the salaries of the Judges by an adequats
Civil List. |

I'he much agitated questions respecting
the tenures of land and the registry of titles,
and all the complicated considerations cons
nected therewith, will also form a subhject
for the review of the Commissioners; and
they are directed ‘o make & complete inves.
tigation of the conflicting ¢aims of the
Crown and of the Seminary of St. Sulpice,
within the Seigniory of Montreal,~what
constitution and course ol proceedings would
be most advantageous for the Executive
Council,—what system for the general edu.
cation of the people,—how the collection
and apportionment between the two Pro.
vinces of the duties of Customs, levied with
in the waters of the St. Lawrence may be

hereaiter to be taken as a guide in granting
or refusing to companies or associations any
powers (o be exercised, or privileges or cas
‘pacities to be enjoyed within the Province,
are also questions on which the Commis
sioners must report to the Crown.

There are still graver matters which have

been made the grounds of petition to His

| Majesty, and respecting which the Commis-

sioners are not precluded from entering in-
to an enquiry. But it would be painlul t
speak here of dissentions between the two
legislative bodies whom I address, or to re-
capitulate the fanlts which have been found
with the constitution of either body by the
other. Let me invite you rather to follow
that example of forbearance, moderation,
and of mutual respect, which notwithstand~
ing their differences of opinion, has been
recently exhibited by the two Houses ol the
Imperial Parliament. This moment, as it
seems o me, is a great opportumity lor good
or for evil. '
it may not be lost or thrown away. Lowet
Canada is divided by two parties, and esh
of them appears to be agitated by apprehet
gions which, I trust, are exaggerated, To
the Canadians of ¥'rench origin 1 would ssf,
do not fear that there is any design to di
turb the form of society under whichyou
have so long been cgntented and prosperovs.
However different from those of her eolo-
nists in other parts of the world, Engla
cannot but almire the social arrangements
by which a small number of enterpnzing
colonists has grown into a gocd, religious,
and happy race of agriculturists, remarks-
ble for the domestic virtues, for a cheerful
endurance of labour and privations, and fos
alertness and bravery in war, There 1800
thought of endeavouring to break up ug
ten. which sustains a dense rural popu
tion, without the existence of any class
poor. England will protect and foster the
benevolent, active and pious priesthood, v8*
der whose care, and by whose examples, ©
much of order, of good conduct and of trak
quil bliss is created, preserved and
down from generation to generation. -
Of the British, and especially of the com
mercial classes I would ask is it possible yot
should suppose that there can be any dee
sign to sacrifice your interests when it v

of the main supports to the British ¢
of finance, that without it the wonderfol &
brie of British power and dominion W¢

especidllf
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the object and pur for which
jec purpose Eﬂlh‘

expense the mighty Colonies of
are maintained in every quarter of theg
Rely upon it that the great and pq*’“
country from whence you have n“‘
yourselves to these shores will not e
there the policy which has established **
prosperity of her people in eyeryoti:; !
gion; and that a Government ol ! %
constancy and good faith are the mail =
ments of power, will not fail to sust “‘
this portion of the empire the spirit ol Ll
Constitution which has so long beed

ment to the settlers who have em
it their enterprise, their wealth .
hopes of individual happiness. sk
f:'a declaration put lorth by many “ ™
have seed »

you, who inhabit thitic,ity‘,ud 10 0

following objests enumer

tain for persons of anhmd Irish or%

i

best arranged,—and what principle ought

Let me entreat of you—-lhﬂ'

clear to all the world that commerce 18 00¢
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out asa boon 1o its natives, and “wli “
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