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SPEECH OF MR. EMERSON TENNENT ON THE |1o3° o

| ‘!r." o
sent a petition against the equalization
of the discriminativz duty on Canadian
and Baltic timber from the Chamber o

Commerce of Belfast. He had felt it

his daty to call the especial attention of
the House to this petition by a notice
on the book of atention to present
it on tkat day, as well from that at
which he owed to it, as eminating from
a body whose duty it was to watch over
the interests, and who represented the
great mass of his' constituents, as be-
cause the pelition contained not the
mere speculative ideas of political the-
orists, but the sound and practical opin-
ions of experienced and intelligent mer-
chants and men of business.—If their
was one spot in the kingdom whose sen-
timents on this subject, from its exten-
sive intercourse and iotimate relations
with Canada, should be entitled to more
weight than another in that House, it
was the town from which this petition
emanated, carryiog on, as it did, a
trade with our colonies in North Ameri-
ca more extensive than that of any port
in Ireland and surpassed only by few in
Great Britain. He refered not only to
its importance as an outlet for emigra-

tion, but to the number and tonnage of

its shiping employed in the importation
of timber - to the extent of which trade
in reality that extraordinary emigration
was chiefly indebted for its facilities.
The petition, and after stating that the
Krcun& import ofNorth American Tim-

er into the United Kingdom was equal
to 4,000,000 of loads per annum, pro-
ceeded to show that the trade was car-
ried on by British shipping alone, fitted
out by British capital, and giving em-
ployment to British seamen, and creat-
ing a market for British produce, to the
amount of upwards of £2,000,000 sterl-
ing per annum; whilst on the other
hand the European timber brought iato
this country was carried exclusively in
foreign bottoms, manned by foreign sea-
. men, and took away none of our manu-
factures to any extent in return. (Hear,
hear.) The petitioners expressed their
dread of the effects which any reduction
of the duty on Baltic timber might pro-
duce on the current of emigration, as
well as on the interests of British ship-
pinz generally, and then concluded by
praying that if the Legislature in its
wisdom saw fi{ to introduce any altera-
tion in the existing duties, no reduction
should be made in those on Baltic tim-
ber, without a concurrent diminution on
the produce of Canada, so as still to
reserve the existing proportion between
them, conceiving that a change on any
other principle must be injurious to
their trade, destructive- to their ship-
ing, and highly prejudicial to the pro-
gress of emigration. (Hear.) Tothese
general observations of the petitioners
he (Mr. E. Tennent) was not disposed
to add any lengthened observations.of
hisown. Whether or not the petitioners
had accurately stated the amount of our
imports and exports from Canada or
not, he was not immediately prepared to
say; but if the former did nct amount
to 1,000,000 loads of timber per annum,
he (Mr, E. Tenneat) was aware that
they were at least considerably above
600,000, an amount which of itself en-
grossed upwards of 400,000 tons of
British shipping, and gave employment
to 22,000 seamen, nearly equal to the
number employed in the Royal Navy of
England. (Hear, hear.)—The impor-
tance of this branch of oqur commerce
could not, in fact be rated to highly; in
Liverpool alone it occupied between
300 and 400 vessels of 130,000 tons
burthen; it gave us an annual outlet for
between £2,000,000 and 3,000,000 at
least of our manufactures, and a vent
for emigration which year by year drain-
ed off upward of 55,000 of our redun-
dant population. (Hear, hear.) Com-
pared with the importance of this trade
with Canada, what was the value of all
our interconrse with ali the countries
bordering on the Baltic? Evea previ-
ous to the year 1809, up to which period
England was almost exclusively sup-

lied with timber from that quarter, our
imports in no one year amounted to one
halt the quantity which we now draw
annually from Canada, and as to our

exports ia return, the whole Balti¢ nev-|

er took from us more than £500,000
worth in one year; four iifths of this
was in cotton twists.—On what principle.
then, were we to sacrifice our present
invaluable trade with our colonies, for
the sake of aggrandizing our northern
neighbours? (Hear, hear.) It wasall
very well for traders in theory and po-
litical economy merchants to refer to the
axioms of unrestricted competition—to
appeal to their reciprocity systems and
treatise of trade ; bant it was somewhat
~more difficult to bricg conviction to the
miads of our owners of shipping, whom
thase fanciful experiments were already
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y will 1 on ourselves. The
preference will of course, be given in
the market to Baltic timber, as well

access, and as a natural consequence
the importation of Canada must decline
in proportion as its competitor advances.
(Hear, hear.) What then is to become
of our shipping? Wae cannot convert

ing of a peculiar ' construction aund an
inconvenient tonnage, many of them
ranging from 500 to 750 tons, they
will be unfit for other branches of the
trade. (Hear, hear.) We cannot ap-
ply them to the new trade with the

sia and the North can out'do us in every
particular since they can find their ves-
sels, their seamen, and stores on terms
with which we ¢an never hope to com-
pete with them. But even suppdsing
that we could stili successfully compete
with them uoder the new system, the
vast majority of our shippipg would be
useless. The great distance we have

merchant men which are coastantly
crossing the Atlanticto Canada; but
when that distance is shortened by more
than one half, when we can make five
or six voyages to the Baltic io the same
time that we can now make two to the
St. Lawrence, it must be evident that
even supposing us totally above compe-
tition, one half of our shipping must in-
evitably be thrown out of employment.
(Hear, bear.) 'Asto the remamder,
we all know what the result would be of
a rivalry with our untaxed and easily
equipped rival in the Northern Seas,
Aand what, in such an ‘event was to be-
come of the twenty thousand who would
inevitably be thrown out of employment
by such a revolution of trade? This
was surely a matter worth serious inves-
tigation before we venture on any ex-
periment which might by possibility have
an effect. (Hear, hear.) But
suggested itself on uiil' estion, the
result of which he (Mr. l‘. Tennent)
was not very clearly satisfied about.
The whole theory on which they were
called upon to make this change resolv-
ed itself into this—that the people
should be supplied with such commodi-
ties as they wanted {rom any country
which could supply them on the cheap-
estterms. Now before they hastened
to destroy one market with which the
country wae at present pretty well satisfi-
ed, they had a right to be shown that the
one which was offered in lieu of it would
really be the cheapest, as well as the
best. The object of free trade advo-
cates at present was, he (Mr. E. Ten-
nent) believed, to reduce the duty on
the timber of both coutries to the same
level; but if the superior timber of the
Baltic could be introduced at the same
cost as the inferior produce of Canada,
the Canadian trade would soon cease
altogether, If a remuant of it survived
at all, it would be the impoft of the red
pine, which might in some degree vie in
quality with the Memel; but the ordina-
ry American timber would cease to be
introduced. Now it was well known
that there were purposes for which this
inferior timber answered as well, if not
better, than materials of a better des-
cription; but when it was no longer to
be procured, we should of course be
compelled to make use of the other al
probably double the price. This may
not, perhaps, be so important a consi-
deration in England, where capital was
more abundant, and where, besides, the
poorer classes had a | comparative re-
source in the growth of low priced na-
tive wood, but in Irelanid where we have
no such subsitute, the case was
widely different, and | the effects ofa
stoppage in the import of cheap colonial
deals would be felt with corresponding
force, since in that country, the altera-
tion proposed would thus have the in-

diminishing, the price ¢f timber most
generally consumed. | (Hear, hear.)
It was not, therefore, without cause
that he (Mr. E. Teanent) was icduced
to doubt the result of this experiment,
at least in his own coantry. And the
petitioners had very properly alluded to
another topic in which!Irkland was ma-
terialy interested; namely, the effects

of the alteration which was threatened
upon emigration to Canada. This was
to every quarter of the empire a matter
of the most vital moment. Our emi-
grants from British vorts to the British
colopies in America were close upos
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(Hear, hear.) And how was it that the
owners of shipping were enabled to
carry them out upon such terms? Sole-
ly in consequence of that very trade
which it was now threatened to destroy.
The vessels which were despatched for
Canada timber, rather than sail in bal-

last, would carry their cargo of emi.
grants for almost any terms that would
cover the bare cost of transport, and
the competition wasso great that the
fares were reduced to the trifle which
he had mentioned. (Hear, hear.) It
was thus we were enabled to drain off
that vast superabundant and impoverish-
od 'population with which Ireland was
overrun, and to transport to Canada
that enormous amount of labour which
would otherwise find its way into this
country, and inundate England with
pauperism. All this would be nevita-
bly destroyed by the contemplated
change in the timber trade, since ves-
sels for the sole purpose of carrying em-
igrants, without the ul‘erior object of|
bringing home produce, could only take
them out on such terms as the impover-|
ished settlers could never aflord to pay,
(Hear, hear.) But other causes under
the same system, if the contemplated |
change were ‘effected, would produce
the same result of checking emigration.,
Canada herselt would no longer afford

the attraction—she could uo longer|p

hold out occupation and suppoit for the
unemployed labour which now finds a
gettlement on hershores. Such a mea-
sure would involve Canada herselfin
difficulties and poverty from which ge-
nerations might pass ere she would be
extricated. Besides the floating capital
of the Canadian houses which is now
embarked in the timber trade ; and
which could only be withdrawn at a pos.
sitive loss, in order to be invested in such
other pursuits as the present limited re-

sources of the colony could aflord, what |

was to become of the fixed capital which
was (here embarked in that trade, and
expended in saw mills and machinery
of every description > Not less than
£1,000,000 is at present stated to be
so employed, and all this, no insignifi-
cant sum in a  distant colony, must at
one blow be sacrificed, were a change
in the trade to be effectual. What in
such an event waato become of the
hosts of British emigrants, who now
find abundant employment as lumberers
in cutting and dressing, and floating
the timber down the St. Lawrence and
its tributaries for exportation 2 He
might be told that they could still betake
themselves to agricultural labour—but
even for this there could be but slow

demand, -where the destruction of the P

timber trade had ceased, as it would
cease, to give all impulse to the clear-
ing of the lands. We all know at pre-
sent the, state of feeling towards this
country whi¢li pervaded Canada, even
inthe midst of our protection of her
commerce., She took but little pains
to conceal her disatisfaction at not re-
ceiving still further favours; was it then
wise still further to provoke such a spi-
rit by threatening the destruction of
the only profitable branch of commerce
on which she rested her dependence?
was it wise to drive her to seek a still clo-
ser attachment than she really manifest-
ed towards the United States 7 (Hear,
hear.) It was a portion of our policy
as a nation to afford support and fro-
tection to our colonies and our depen-
dencies. We had strained every nerve
to maintain and perpetrate that protec-
tion to our colonies in the West Indies,
by guarding their sugars from foreign
competition 1n our own markets. All
that he asked for Canada was an exten-
sion f the same fostering protection, a
policy which was the more incumbent
on us, since we could not inflict the in-
jury now contemplated on Canada with-
out giving a blow to our own shipping
and marine, which no length of time
might be sufficient to remedy. He had
to apologise to the Housé¢ for the length
to which these observations had run—
(hear, hear)—but the sulject, he felt,
was one of the most vital moment to the
nation at large, and his sense of impor-
tance to his own constituents peculiar-
ly, had impelled him to use every ex-
ertion to discharge to the uttermost
the duty which they had entrusted to
him of conveying the expression of their
sentimen:s fully tothe House. (Hear,
hear,) '

Mr. Jackson and Mr. Boldero sup-

ported the petition.
Mr. Forbes presented a similar pe-

tition from Grangemouth, against any
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NEW FRENCH RESTICTIVE uu;ms !
Art. 1. Any one found guilty of an oflence

against the person of the
fine of from

nished with imprisonment
£400 to £2,000.

Art. 2, For ridiculing the person or- au-
thority of the King, from six months to five

ears in prison—fine of £20 to £400, with
oes of all civil rights. :

Ait. 8. For mentioning or alluding to the
name of the Kin{g in any political disquisition,
imprisonment from one month to a year,
and a fine of from £20 to £200.

Art. 4. To reflect in writing upon the
form and grinciple of the King’s Govern-
ment is high treason, to be punished by de-
tention (unlimited,) and a fine of from £400

to £2000,

Art. 5. Whoso shall avow himself a Re-
publican, or suggest that the government
ought to assume that form, to be imprisoned
from six months to five years, and fined

from £20 to £400. ,
Art. 6. Similar denunciation, to the letter,

against all who shall call themselves Car-
Lists, or profess Carlist views of government.

Art. 7. A journal convicted twice, to be
fined doubly,ard even four times the amount
for every succeeding offence.

Art. 8. Any editor opening subscriptions
to pay off a fine, to be imprisoned for that
offence from one month to one year, and fin-
ed from £20 to £200.

Art. 9. Forbids publishing the names of

jurors, either before or after political trials,

Art.10. Every editor must sign each num-

ber of his paper—penalty £20 to £120.

Art. 11. Refusing to insert contradictions
of statements (being previously paid)—im-~
risonment one month to a year, and fine

from £20 to £200,
Art. 12. Aneditor refusinz to disclose the

‘name of the author of any article, imprison-

ment {rom a month to a year, and fine {from
£40 to £200. -

Art. 18. A new editor must be named, if
the journal is to continue its publication du-
ring the imprisonment.of the former editor.

Art. 14. No political caricature whate-
ver to be puablished in Paris without the
previous congent of the Minister of the In-
terior, ot in the provinces without that of
the Prefect—fine from £4 to £40 and im-
prisonment. ‘

Art. 15 and 16 relate to political represen-
tations at the theatres, which are prescribed
under severe penalties.

The remaining articles to 21 are of a tech-
nical nature, and may be generally described
as giving the law officers of the crown some
advantages over the defendants, and circum-
scribing the right of appeal to the Court of
Cassation. T

Another bill authorises the secret vote by
juries, and empoweis a jury to pronoance

a sentence of condemnation by a majority of |

seven to five.
The bill relating to the treatment of con-

tumacious prisoners appears to be formed to
meet the ecandalous scenes lately witnessed
in the.Court of Peers.
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WEST I_N DIES.

- Hurricaw AT St. Kirrs.—One of those
eriodical tornados which at this season ol
the year the inhabitants of the Antilles are
always apprehensive of experiencing, oc-
curred here on Thursday night last ; which
for its serverity during the time it lasted,
has not been exceeded for many years—in-
deed, it has been the general opinion, that
the hurricane of 1819, which was so very
severe, was miled compared to that which it
is our painful task this day to record, and
which it is thought surpasses in its ravages
all except the ** great hurricane” of 1772,

The wind, which on Wednesday fore-
noon was Northerly, began to increase ear-
ly in the evening, and between 8 and 9 o’~
clock blew with great vivience from that
quarter ; and continued—changing from
N. to N,E. and K. until near 12 o’clock,
when it shifted to the S.;, and began gra-

dually to abate—during which period, above

three hours, the havock it occasioned is im-
mense : destroying in Basseterre almost the
whole of the small tenements in Irish and
New Towns, and the other parts in this
Metropolis, occupied by the poorer classes ;
and injuring, in many instances, large dwel~
lings, by unroofing them, removing others
from their foundation, and stripping off
shingles, clap boards, &c.: On the Estates,

the damage sustained is very considerable ;|

nearly all parts of the country appear, deso*
late ; and it 15 a lamentable fact that in this
town few premises have escaped without
some injury, either in the dwellings, qut
building, or fences—and of the Estates, few
are uninjured. The scene which presented
itself to view in this town yesterday morn-
ing, was truly heart-rending, and beggars
description; numbers of the poor inhabitants
bewailing the loss of their small dwellinge—
their whole property—that were 1x many
instances totally destroyed, and, in others,
materially injcred, lying prostrate on the
ground, and impeding the passage through
the streets ;—the Square, and other parts
of the town, presenting a desolate and aw~

ful appearance, the principal trees (some of

‘which had withstood the force of former

gales) torn up by the roots, and the ground
covered with shingles, branches of the trees,
&ec. _ i
It is impossible to describe, in the short
of time that has elapsed, the extent

of the damage which kad been sustained,
rticularly on the Estates thronghout the

sland.—JAdvertiser, Aug. 14.
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reat degree. One of the
“Houses, at Spring Gardep’s

entirely re-built. The Wesley
at Bo{lndo has been dolt_royod.,..g the
large school house belong ‘g to that bod
at Parham, is leveiled with the groypq. .
Fort Jan , Fort m, G |
re ered un hi’bitab"edto}ho% §
e men are compe 0 their 4
:l“’b glc:cu :’ the nﬁorné has lc(l;t th:::g,i:
e accommodation, 5 | |
has aleo suffered. ' A
"he Legislature of Antigua has
the sum of £1500, for tho'reliel of tfumut?
ferers by the late hurricane—to be dispogyg
of by a Committee of both Houses. Ty,
Bm:' of fdm? h;o'c also b?en granted to (p,
ai ea iety of that Island —
Chh{wpher .Hdverli{er. Re

A proclamation has been issued b
Governor of Antigua, declaring the pors
of that Island open for six months from th,
20th August, for the free impogtation, i
foreign vessels, of lamber, beef, pork, ang
flour—and other articles of American’pm.
duction, subject only tosome port or' col.
nial expenses. This measure has been re.
sorted to in conu'_eghuenee of the effects of the
late hurricane, which was very severe gt
OA‘;:Otiguva-the loss being estimated at £159,
| . '

- Sr. Krrr’s;,~We have been favored with
papers from this Island to the 8th uj,
brought by the Brig Clorinda. They give
the particulars of the destructive eflects of
the late gale, which are truly awlul. We
subjoin an ahstract of the losses, a detailed
account of which had been laid before the
House of Assembly —
TOTAL LOSSES.

et

Sajnt George, Basseterre, £7,819 11s
Saint Peter, Basseterre, 6,214 8
Saint Mary, Cayon, 4,272 0

Christ Church, Nichola-Town, 1,978 0

Saint John, Capisterre, 2,282 0
Saint Paul, Capisterre, 6,676 5
Saint Ann, Sandy Point, 11,881 1
Saint Thomas, Middle Island, 27,967 7

2,490 0

Trinity, Palmette Point,

£71,075 1%,

The ports of the Island had been declas.

ed open for three months, for the importa-

;ion of Shingles, Boards, and Timber, duty
ree.

LOWER CANADA.

Quesec, Sept. 17,
DerarTurRE OF LorRD AND LaDY AN
meR.— Yesterday at about two o’clock, the
Rt. Hon. Lord Aylmer left his residence on
the Cape, facing thé Chateau garden, on
horseback, under a salute from the citadel
guns, with a numerous mounted military
suite, composed of his personal staff, the
heads of departments, the commanders of
the different corps, and others,and passing
down betore the Castle and through Pres
cott, gate by Mountain, Notre-Dame, and
culde-Sac Streets, was received by the Grens
dier Company of the 79th Highlanders, asa
guaré of honor, on the King’s Wharf, whers
he stepped into the Admiral’s barge, which
was in attendance to convey him to the
Pique, at a short distance in the stream.
His Lordship, on dismounting at the King's
Wharf, was surrounded by a numerous
crowd of personal friends and about 1500
attendants, who cheered him for several mi-
nutes, his Lordship attempting in vain 1
address them. hen, in companz ‘with
eight to ten of his military friends, he had
left the wharf in the barge, repeated
followed him, which he feelingly bowed 10
and when he ascended the side of the Pir‘
they were repeated on shore, while the fri=
gate fired her salute. The streets, from
Lord Aylmer’s residence to the wharf, were
lined by the 66th and 79th, the band and 8
guard of honor of the first being statio
at the point of departure. A large crowd
followed the party on foot throuv‘lix the
whole distance of the lined streets ; H. M.
flag-ship President, with the Forte and
Pique, having their yards manned, the two
first severally filled with crowds of gentle-
men and ladies. ' The heights of the citadel,
and the whole range of the elevated parts of
the city, from the grand battery to the cha-
teau gardens and the batteries under
citadel flag-staff, were covered with spects
tors. 'The day was beautifully serene,

tators were visible from the wharves.
have never witnessed a stronger interes
taken in the future 'welfare, and more reé
pect shown for the public and personal chare
acter of any Governor, than was obser
in favor of Lord Aylmer on this occasion.
Her Ladyship had embarked from a car
riage, about half an hour before Lord A I
mer, accompanied by several ladies and
lowed by a number more in carriages, mo#t
ot whom parted with her on the wharf.
A little after three o’c!c;‘ck,P a hght":
terly breeze getting up, the If"ique go
deryw"eigb, in the beautiful style of the shipf
of war, and with a press of canvasi
studding-sails all out, proudly but gndﬂnf
left the harbour, appearing as fine a
vessel as there is in the whole service.

Tre Cuvrca.—The Synad of the Pre¥
byterian Church of Canada, in cob |
with the established Kirk of Scotland,
this week at Williamstwon, in Uppqrﬁlz
da,/when some business of important® ™
be br'oulght unﬁ;rddeom&}ouﬁoa . Sevent
of the clergy ar lers from uebec %
Montreal have left town to attend "

meeting.

It is announced in the Quebec papers,thit
by a despatch from Lord Glenelg, the loog

standing claims of the Kirk have hﬂ&f
length fully recognized by the CologiaZy
( fice, and that as soon as circus f
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