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_ed their declarations to be made knowan

The termination of the period for
which the Executive Committee of the
Coanstitutional Association were appoin-
ted, imposes on the General Committee
the duty of addressing themselves (o
the entire body of their fellow citizens

The Association cannot too frequent-
)v place before 'the public the princi-
ples and demands of the population of
British and Irish descent, and contrasl
them with the acts and the demands of
she dominant party in the Assembly.

Constitutionaliste demand smeliora-
tions in the iaw, and cha he i
stitutions of the country, beneficial in
their immediate effects, and valuable as
elevating the condition of the French
geasantry, and qualifying them for the

exercise of the lottier duties of [ree- |

men.
The efforts of the French Canadu‘n‘

leaders, on the coutrary, are limited to
the preservation of their ancient institu-
tions, end to a change in the Constitu-
tion which cannot reasonably be expect-
ed, so long as the existing form of Go-
verament of the British Empire shall be
preserved. .

The French leaders have obtained,
with the uanreflecting, a character for
liberality by their demand that the Le-.
gislative Council should be elected by
the people, instead of being, as at pre-
sent, appointed by the Crown;—and the
opposition of Constitutionalists to this
change, has given rise lo much musre-
presentation of their principles.

Any expression of opinion in regard
to the superior adaption to the wants
and interests of society of the Republi-
can form of Government, or that of a
Constitutional Monarchy, is not requir-
ed from the Committee. Both forms of
government have their advocates: each
can be sustained by powerful arguments
derived (rom history and from reason.
But the Committee believe that no edu-
cated man of unprejudiced mind, will
hesitate to denounce the course pursued
by the French Canadian leaders, who,
under the specious guise of Reformers,
ostensibly desirous of a Government
more intimately connected with the will
of the people, are really animated by
zeal for the preservation of all those
peculiarities which so unenviably dis-
tinguish this Province from all other in-
babited portions of North America.

The most ardent admirers of self-go-
veroment will admit, that the qualifica-

~ tion of a people for investilure with that

important privilege, is a solemn consi-
deration; and the Committee feel con-
vinced they shall have no difficulty io
repelling the charge which the duplicity
of the French Canadian leaders induces
them to reiterate, that the Asscciation
are ‘* factiously and unjustifiably” op-
posed to the introduction of the elective
orinciple of Goveroment in this Pro-
vince. The Association number amid
their ranks, many of the children of Re- |
ublican America,who venecrate the land
of their birth, and are proud of her insti-
tations. Enrolled in the Association 13
a Jarge body of individuals who have
contemplated society and the institutions
of government under a variety of forms,
who, witnessing the effect of despotism,
to degrade, and of freedom to elevate
and euoble, willingly join in the decla-
ration that the source of power is in the
people. But, who compose the Associ-
ation? Are they not mainly Scotchmen,

JIrishmen, Englishmen, Germans, and

the descendants of those from the Brit-
ish Isles, who sought the enjoyment of
civil and religious liberty in America?
And needs there any declaration thata
body so composed, deem an iotelligent !
people competent to exercise the pri-
vilege of sell-government; and yel
that charge bas been made, and is re-
iterated by the leaders of tke French/
party, who have the hardihood to pro-
claim themselves the exclusive cham-
jons of free institulions within this
rovince! ,

But whilst the Association rpcord
their conviction that the inteligence of
a people is the guarantee forthe proper
use of the elective principle, they ap-
peal to history, in particular to the pro-
gross of the Republics of South Ameri-

" ea; to the opinions of the most eminent

and distinguished Republican writers,
to bear them out in the assertion that,
ation is unlettered and un-
enlightened, to entrust them with the
unrestricted use of political power,
would be in fact to retard the progress

of things so repulsive to the feelings of
freomen, the Association have banded
themselves together,—ihey have eaus-

to the British people,—they have re-
ceived assurances from the Imperial
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" [ia# that recent circumstances have vio-

Y

T tly shaken their faith io the commis-

ans of the Ministry, they yet

| that power and influence which they fosters lit

ought to exercise, their dearest Dric
vileges, and feelings, and interests, will
aot be committed to the keeping of a
population, which, however moral and

aav on. /" "ljust rights and interests, and are neces- { -

sarily totally unqualified to be entrust-| *

ed with the rights and intorests of others.

[f, in the ordinary and varied relations

of private life, we should contemptuocus-
ly refuse the proposition to submit our

! differences to the arbitration of men ig-|

norant of the rudiments of education,

es in the in- | what language can we employ sufficient-

ly indicative of our feelings, when the
demand is boldly made that to such men
shall be entrusted the management of
our political liberties.

The right of suffrage, almost univer-
sal, has been conferred by the Consti-
tution on the population of this Province,
and although the Association do not de-
sire this right to be- curtailed, yet they
appeal to the intelligent of all commuani-
ties whether 1t would be proper and just
to divest the Constitution of a check on
populacr violence and precipitation where
uohappily, ignorance and prejudice
characterize the majority. .

Although to those resident in this
Province, and intimately acquainted
with the condition of the rural popula-
tion, it is supererogatory to adduce
proofs of the deplored ignorance of the
Freach Canadian inhabitants, yet our
fellow countrymen in the other Ameri-
cas Provinces, and in Great Britain and
Ireland may desire that our assertion
be substantiated.

The Committee disclaim all intention
of charging upon the French Canadian
‘population, a participation in the selfish
lacts of their leadera; and were it nol
that a disclosure of certain facts was
‘necessary to a right understanding of
‘the positior of parties, they would will-
ingly abstain from any allusion to their
peculiar, characteristics. The follow-
ing quotation from an address to ‘‘ Men
of British and Irish descent,”” will con-
vey, in precise terms, all that is neces-
sary to be said on that subjeet:— .

- “The want of edacation among the
French majority, and their consequent ina-
bility to lorm a correct judgement of the
acts of their political leaders have engender-
ed most of our grievances. The extent of
that ignorance may be collected from the
facts, that within the last two years, in each
of two Grand Juries of the Court of King’s
Bench for the district of Montreal, selected
under a Provincial Law, from among the
wealthiest inhabitants of the rural parishes,
there was found but one person competent
to write his pame; and that trustees of
schools are specially permiited, by statute,
to affix their crosses to their school reports.

‘““ The political intormation or that part
of the Canadian population engaged 12 agri-
cultural pursuits is therefore derived exclu-
sively from the few educated individuai3
scattered among them, who speak the same
language and who posszss the means of di-
recting public opinion, exempted from these
salutary checks which education alone can
bestow.

““The persons who wield this mighty |
power are, generally speaking, Seigniors,
Lawyers, and Notaries of French extrace
tion, all of whom, as will be shown hereaf-
ter, have a direct and selfish interest in |
maintaining a system of Feudal Law, inju-
rious to the country ana bearing with pe-

{ culiar severity on British interests.

“Our endeavours to procure relief have
been represented, as a covert attack upon
the customs and institutionsof the Province;
national prejudices have been called into ac-
tion, national feelings excited, and a French
majority,.ignorant of the nature of the con-
test, is now arrayed against a British mi-
notrity. |

‘““ Passing by the petty vexations of the
Feudal tenure, such asthe Seigniors right
to call for the title deeds of every vassal; his
exclusive right of grinding the grain of his
Seigniory; his right (o assume any proper-
ty within the limits of his Seigniory on re.
imbureing to the purchaser the cost of his
acquisition; and other claims of a servile
and arbitrary character incident to Feudal
Law, we proceed to the subject of the more
g‘;evnous burdens by which we are oppress.
ed.

“Throughout the Seigniories of Lower
Canada, within the limits of which are com-
prised the Cities of Montreal and Quebec,
upon the sale of real property the feudal

lord exacts from the purchaser a fine equal

to one twelfth part of the price; a claim
which recurs with each successive sale; thus
every person who clears, or otherwise im-
proves a farm, erects a building, either in
town or country, or invests capital in land.
ed estate, bestows one twellth of his outlay
on the Seignior, whenever the property .is
brought to sale. :

This odious law, go injurious in its effects,

: readily explai » : :
of rational freedom. To resist a ""‘#d) ily expiains why this fine Province, al

ough richly endowed by nature, is so far
surpassed in the career of improvement by
neighbouring provinces and states.

“ From the want of a Bill for the regie-
tration of real property, the validity of a

{ titlecannot be ascertained except by a course

ol expensive proceedings through the courts
of Law, but secret incumbrances may still

! repose quietly in the confidence, that, | . "o
{though deprived by an adverse ;‘.ljﬂ‘i'_
1ty, ?o loryiog in their foreign origin, of | tary, in

v 'of borrowing money on
the frequent ni:g_n and

,\‘.’,;;:

¥
i

raok lusuriance, under the
.of the Bourbons.

dieatio

submit to their
the House of Assembly p

for seeking their abolition.

veral Members of the House of Assem-
bly, in successive Parliaments, have
been unable to read or write, In one

state of :
stmilarly circumstanced are disqualified |

for the comparatively humble duty of a
Petty Juror, while, in this Province, a
virtual encouragement to the neglect

condition are competent to judge of the
various and complicated relations of
society—to decide upon the nicely gra-
duated scale of punishmeats so neces-

and the wishes of that

superior intélligence, is more advanced
in the social scale.

When to this state of affairs is added
the fact, that the pernicious distinction
of origin has been sedulously employed
to perpetuate a separation of the two
classes—that feelings of enmity have
been created and encouraged among
the French population, against their
fellow citizens of British and Irish des-
cent—the opposition of the Association
to the introduction of the elective prin-
ciple in this Proviace, will be regarded
by all unprejudiced men as dictated by
self-preservation.

sidence in the country, are warmly at-
tached to its interests, who are inti-

esteem of their lellow citizens.

rials will' enjoy the confidence of.the

ona, or a disregard of the other.

the Government of the Province to the

knowledge.

would be their future ecareer.

They have violated the first principles ‘

—another Member has been expelled

seats in opposition to the votes of a
majority of qualified electors,

tracts of land are enjoyed by French com-

- Government that justice shall be impar-|

tially administered; and notwithstand-

exist, unaffected by that procedure, for
whose discovery no meaps are afforded;

munities, Are duplicity and exclusive-

. |—=the maintenance of equal _
the Seigeior| g7 5p01ding the principle, that every} “The 1 th
ovious; B9 | clergyman should derive the means ofjvince are resolved to devote their ener-

= that | support fr s congregation, they |gi

{gupport from hi | :
kP ‘mental principies of the existing Con-

cordially accede to the application of
the Clergy Reserves to )
jettlers yda brought | education;—but they claim/what their
the artificial distinetions of | political opponents have {ntentionally

pressive laws necessary overlooked, a general adoption of that

the French Canadian population stilljp ro!
raicious operation— | jected to grievous and irritating feudal

roclaims to the | exactions by these communities; the
| world a resolve for their perpetuation, | growth of our cities 18 checked, by the
and denounces the Constitutionalists|interposition of parcels of land held in

of education, is offered, by rendering |sions cease.
ignorance no impediment to the respon-|of their fellow couatrymen, against any

sible and important duties of legislation. | compromise or concession that shall
Can it be supposed that a people in this|confer the sanction of His Majesty’s
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"~ Phe men of the Constitutional Asso-
and object
rights, | Parl | apee &
| The Constitutional party in this Pro.

ciation are united for one gr

urposes of

gm0 M v - i

‘ Altbough years have ollp:r:mco

" The era-|the British Government, after strict in-

o of these laws, as it would have | vestigation, declared that certain pro-
been the first object of dawning intelli- | perties were held by communities with-
gence, so would it have been the first|out any legal title, yet a large popula-
ffort of a reforming Legislature. Yet|tion, comprehending that of the princi-

al cities of the Province, remain sub-

mortmain, and which are refused, for

The Committee cannot omit making |purposes of public improvement, to
reference to the notorious fact, that se- |earnest app]icguong, These evils mlght

well have found enumeration. among the
numerous grievances which a microsco-
pic vision bas detected, and would have

eowblican America, those)commanded the attention of a Reform-

g Legislature.’

The Association have no siniater mo-
tives; in the true and stern spirit of re-
form, they demand that these oppres-
| They protest, in the name

Government on the illegal exactions
which a weak policy has suffered to

exist.
Our fellow subjects in Upper Canada

sary to a just system of law—to regu-|demanded the modification ofthe Char-
late the intricate concerns of commerce |ter of the King’s College at Toronto,
and, finally, to comprehend the wants|because of its exclusiveness,-and yet
portion of the|(heir brethern in Lower Canada have,

community%whicb, from education and|of Jate years, witnessed the establish-

ment, by Provincial Charter, of several
French Colleges of the most exclusive
character, deriving their support prin-
cipally from the Public Revenue, by
annual grants freely and lavishly be-
stowed by successive Parliaments, In

their anxiety for the advancement of

education, the Constitutionalists have
hitherto uttered no complaint, but goad-
ed by a sense of wrongs inflicted by the
French majority, they now formally
protest against the support of colleges
founded on narrow and exclusive prin-
ciples, which necessarily deprive a large
portion of the population of the advan-

The 4““5'“0“ earnestly desire thal | {ages of those iostitutions, and demand
the Legislative €ouncil should be com- |4 general system of education, divested
posed of mer who, by birth. or long re-|of sectional and illiberal views.

- The numerous French Colleges, sup-
ported chiefly by grants from the Pub-

mately concerned in its presperity, who [|i¢c Funds, warrant the Association in
are alike independent ‘in mind and cir-|demanding, as an act of justice, propor-
cumstances, and distinguished by the{tionate grants for the instruction of
steet . A Le- youth of DBritish and Irish origin; and
gislative Council formed of such mate- further, they conceive that the Jesuits’

Estates, and College at Quebec should

people, '“?d be alike observant ol duty | be dedicated to the establishment of an
towards the Crown, and of respeet for{ystitution for the higher branches of
popular pnvnleg__eg. Pablic opision will | g¢cience and learning, open to all clases,
sufficiently punish a dereliction [romthe | and divested of all sectarian religious
tests in either its professors or its stu-
To surrender ihe entire controul of | dents.

The proceedings of the Assembly,

present constituency, WOPM be in ef-/naw 10 Session, evince the usual spirit
fect,” proportionally to increase and|of hostility to any beuneficial change in
confirm the power of the French fac-{ihe laws affecting property, and the |
tion. The'influence which has brought | prosccution of works of public wutility,
the French population not simply to en-| which are imperatively called for, to
dure, but to cherish pernicious laws,|epable us to compete successfully with
cannot be counteracted, until education|oyr rivals for the Western trade,
and a free press shall have diffused a-/,45 and wounding to ouriinterests as are
mong them the elements of political |(he obstacles which a narrow minded
o Vo . . ) and hateful policy interposes to prevent

The British and Irish population per-{the march opf public propsperity, Fbe As-
ceive in the past °°ﬂd°_¢l of the French|gociation more deeply regrets.that no
leaders, sufficient evidence of whal|pope of speedy amelioration can be dis-
; Confi- | cerned, except through the interposition
dent ot the continued support of a ma-|of (he lmperial Pailiament, or from a
Jority, inaccessible to argument and lagislative union of the Proviaces of
Uﬂ'“ed bx .ﬂn .ndeﬁnlte dre‘d of every Upper and Lower C‘nada' e
thing British, they bave ventured upon|another resource is yet afforded to those
acts that ',""“M bave blighted their|of (he Association tesident in the Coun-
character in any enlightened state. iy of Montreal—an annexation to Up-

Seri-

However,

ver Canada, which would (ree them

of a Representative Government, by |(rom a connexion repulsive to their

expelling from successive Parliaments a : : il .
Member freely elected by the people; g:t::l'nga, and desiructive of their inter

The Provincial revenue, mainly fur-

::.pon ‘hhﬁll"’““d of alleged disqualifica- nished by the British and Irish popula-
ion, while one of their owa patty, un-|ijon of this Province and Upper Cana-

der similar circumstances, has been|d, has been in part. illegally appli
g L R ‘ ’ ‘ ed
permitied to retain his geat;—and the|(s reward politigal ’partiz‘am’:—-fg en-

sitting Members lor the West Ward of '

o | : I | gage the services of an agent, who ad-
this cily, are allowed to retain their| yocates principles destructive of an im-
portant branch of our trade—to dis-

g ; , . | seminate false and libellous attacks on
The French Canadion leaders have| gy, principles and motives through the

numbered amoéng their grievaaces, that | g fas :
one seventh of the Towaship lands bas ?;:::zzlgr?;st’bi:n%rt:vi::;?“m public
be:tn :?P romted_ by "1‘“' for the sup-|does the Association deplore that the
f’:e h": um:;“"".t 9:;3‘2' and yot|Goveraor in Chief, in obedience to in-
lie {ie‘w thib Tacts {h"" eld (rom pub- | gtryctions from His Majesty’s Ministers,
of the F 'bcl » that, for the support|ghould have sanctioned an unconstitu-
, vronch clergy is exclusively ap-yonal application of the Provincial
propriated the revenua derived from the | junds: painful and irritating as would
:shxacu-'on cftithes ia the Seigniories, and ander aov circumua'ncu',/gh 5% beex;
al large revenues Irom extensive | pjg infraction of the Constitution, yet
more acutely felt is the wrong, proceed.

Sincerely
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of British justice for the protectio
that structure reared by the Imperial
Parliament itself. ; dagnedes

ies to the preservation of the funda-

stitution, not merely because of its as-
similation to the Coanstitution of the

i United Kingdom—not merely because

’

STy

8 4 A 0

House of Assembly

4 w ; Al eltected
speedily sever the connection with the
parent state, a connection which the
Committee maintains is beneficial to the
Colony, and affectionately appreciated

merely because the lamented ignorance
of the French Canadian peasantry pre.
sents an insurmountable-objection o a
further extension of the eleciive princi.
ple, but chiefly, because the change
demanded by the House of Assembly,
‘would entail upon them and upon (heir
children, a virtual deprivation of the
elective franchise, an insupportable
condition of moral servitude.

The dishonest imputation of the

sociation is composed of anti-reformers,
and supporters of official abuses; has
been forever put at rest by a distinct
aud open avowal of our principles, and
the true character ofthe struggle as be-~
tween feudalism and rational lhiberty,—
domiaation and equal rights—French
Canadian nalfionalile and the spirit of
universal liberty as known and appre-
ciaied throughout North America.

British and Irish origin, though sur-
rounded by difficulties, must not give
tise to despondency. A confident re-
liance upon the justice of their cause,

and the energies of the race to which
they belong, must animate them tore-
sistance against oppression, and will

But, watchfulness and action are re-
quired, and a more intimate connesxion
with their brethren throughout this Pro-
vince and in Upper Canada; to  effect
which important objeet, they earnesly
recommend that delegates from all the

Constitutional Societies in this Province

assemble in Congress, todeliberate up-
on our situation, and to devise the best
and speediest means of political eman-
cipation; and considering the identity
of interests between the inhabitauts of
Upper.Canada and the Constitational.
ists of this Province, that urgent repre..
sentations be made to them, by means
of deputies or otherwise, for that aid
which will accelerate the overthrow of
a hateful dominatioe. H. Dyer,

Montreal, December 5, 1885

ROYAL GAZBTTR,

_FREDERICTON, Janvary 18, 1836.
Central Bank
NEW BRUNSWICK.

Hexey G. Crorrer, Esq. President.

Discount Days, . . . Tuesdays and Fridays.

Biils or Notes offered for Discount must be
feft at the Bank, enclosed and directed to the
Cashier, before three 6’clock on Mondays and
Tharsdays, :

SAVING’'S BANK. -
3 Henry G. CLorPER, Esg.

T'rustees for

next Week. James Tavrog, Esaq.

Mg, PeTER Fit&n.
ALMS HOUSE AN WORK HOUSE.

Commissioner for -
next week, } H. G. Crorper, Esq.

LATE FROM FRANCE.—The ship Poland
has arrived at New York from Havre, whence
she sailed on the 23d November, at which pe-
riod Mr Barton had not left Paris, though it is
announced in the Havre Journal of the 2Jat,
that he had taken his passage on bodrd the
packet ship Albany, which was to sail on the
Ist December., | LT

England is said to have offered her mediation
through Lord Grenville, her Ambassador at
Paris, for the settlement of the question be-
tween France and the United States, The
Gazette of France adds—‘that in thanking
Lord Grenville for this offer of mediation, it
was intimated that orders had been given for
the equipment of fifteen ships of the line and
eighteen frigates.”’

A sudden change had come over the pros-
pects of Europe. on account of some demon-
strations made by the Emperor of Russia, par-
ticularly a savage speech put forthat Warsaw,
Both the French and English papers arg filled
with indignation at the tone assumed by the
Pzar, and a war between Russia and F{ahée
is represented as by no means improbable. It
is a topic even more fruitful of discussion in the
French and English papers than the American
question. LT g - &

The meeting of the French Chambers was
gouponed from the 28th December to the 12th

nmur{_. The funeral of Mdtl'mz
was celebrated on the 11th November with
great pomp. | | el I

to the actual position of affairs between

The opinion of tbomeréh%n’t’o of Ham

and out of France, A single faet will enablo

i . > r ]

the ehaoge so ardently and pertinacious- -

by the bulk of the Assosiation,~not

French Canadian leaders, that the As. -

The peculiar position of the men of

yet crown their efforts with success..

. Chairman, General Commillee, ,

e ) vt - &

Director this week, F. E. Beckwitn, Ese.

'
\ ‘ ‘
- | N — R T Y LA T . SRR e

. : conngr’md the United States. 1 { S sdant
ing from those who we confidently ex-|not to be ‘Put under the ey:. of ::: "."ml Sich

R s | ,
""” "?9 °b".'°ﬁ"““,°' of Reformers ? pected, would have interposed the shield
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