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THE AMARANTI. 

sont to give? So I mused at first from my 
ery waywardness. By and byc I began to 
tink there was something in my lot to make 
ny life a burthen : and I had actually half-slid 
pyself from my last hold on this world, when 
—heavens! what a fancy ust hic havewho 

would picture such loveliness as burst upon my 
yyesight! TI sprang back upon the world, be- 

ause a new hope, almost too mighty for con- 
eption, had found existence in my busom, and 

the, my guardian angel then, is now the beacon 
lght that guides me through the stormy waves 
of hfe.” 
“You are certain of success, then 77 
“No more <3 than he who rcads the tender 

tale of love 1 a face as ingenuous as the sun- 

Ight—mere certain I would not be fur some 
tme to come ;—the very thought ef obstacles 

aterposing ’twixt me and happincss ;—the 
rery idea that fortune may mar a conquest half 

schieved, is the melody of love. Tut! man, 
wriain! I'd not be certain for the world. 1 
vant to struggle hard before I conquer. The 
victory then will be more prized.” 
“So feels and speaks the sc'dier, flushed 

with his first snccesses; next comes defeat, 
wd then—-.% 
“But then defeat docs not always follow 

victory? 

“Too sanguine, Home, by half.” 
“Upon my life! you've wrndd a croaker, 

George. You arc an anomaly At onc mo- 

nent you held up the world to my doubting 
fincy as a fairy picture. Again youdash your 
Smsh upon the canvass and scatter the beau- 
ufal conception.” 
“1 sce you are in no mood to learn my les- 

wns, and there's little use in driving an unwil- 
Ing scholar; so let me ask how yuu mean te 

sipport a wife.” 

“Ol! as to that I have long since made up 
my mind. The rents of the estate will soun 
py off the mortgages if they are so sppro- 
przted. And you know I've been promised a 

place in one of our embassies, as an induce- 
ment to turn from my cvil ways, sol mcanto 
avail myself of the next vacaney that offers.” 
But who were Morris Home and George 

Nevers? will be enquired naturally cnough, 

and perhaps long before we have the.aght pro- 
per to disclose to the reader the secret of thar 

parentage and prospectsin life. Sufficient has 

appeared in the preceding pages to slow that 
they were both Aincricans, and that the fire, — 
we give him a priority of introduction, becausc 

we opine that heis of a character as we find him: 

interest most, the generality of the fair sex — 

and quite night 1t should be so, for had not 
thar influence reclaimed him 2—That birth or 

other casualty has opened te hum the offices 
of commonwealth, when thousands, even in 
thus land of equal rights, with no more than 
moral worth and great ability to recommend 
them, sigh in vain for a parucipation m the 

emoluments of offices which the form of the 
constitution holds up Like the cup of Tantalus 
before their glowing eyeballs. His father had 
been a fuithful servant of the commonwealth, 
in the capacity of a Judge of thie Supreme 
Court of the United States, and was not, as 1s 
toc often the case, Likely to prove “a hard bar- 

gain” to the nation, by cntaing upon it a 
succession of worthless descendauts to rot on 
its vitals, fur we havescen that the son bade 
fair to form an exception to the general rule.— 

Morris had lust his father when he was very 

young, and had 13 consequence, been dey. rived 
of the saving clicets of that severer discipline 
which: such an onc is alone capacitated to en- 

force. ebad neveriheless, made considerable 
progress in the acquisition of knowledge, under 

a privote tutes, whom jus mother had wisely 
procured for him, instead of sending hum to a 
crowded acadeiny, where the ductility of the 
lash is made the medium of lustration of many 

a problem too difficult for comprehension by 
thcunassisted youthful intellect. Attheuniver- 
sity where he subsequently met with Nevers, 
he had shared with him in grasping with httle 

seeming cffort, the highest academic honours. 
11s acgniremeats, therefore, added to his un- 
flinching probity and lofty sentiment—under 
propor guidance, the germs of patriotism— fitted 

him, with more cxperience, for the lnughest 

offices. 
George Nevers had Lived to twenty seven, 

without making the slightest stir in the world. 
The calm current of his life had glided on, un- 
ruflled. The ladics had often threatened to 
destroy the cquilibrium of his mind, but their 
cflurts had always ended by thur voung lum 

a chur]. The male portion of the community 
had carly descriwd thie ghmmerning of genus 
that smouldered ia lisbusom; and had sought 
to fan it into lively acuon. But the cause that 
made him shun the socicty of the far sex, 
which he was admirably suited to grace, shut 

his ears to the seductive pasuasions of the 

other. © He well knew that the few first years 
of his majority, were well spent in treasuring 

up a store of hinowledge which would render 
his first success more brithant, and lus public 

carcs less burthcnsome. But he who seeks 
not, will somclities have forced upon lum that,


