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THX L&ST DA.YS OI‘ PRIXNCES.

(Concluded.)

Ber where is the brave, the good-natured,
it the indolent Robert, 21l this time? When
ist we took leave of him, he was assuming
ecross, and departing for the Holy Land.
¢ has, since then, fought like a good knight,
nd performed prod gies of valor; nay, weak
d unthinking as he had ever proved in his
‘n affairs, he has evinced sagacity and pru-
nce in council as well as valor in the field;
d at the juncture at which we have arrived,
¢ is for the first and only time in his eventful
fe, reposing in the lap of case, cnjoying the
clat of his noble deeds, and blessed in the
miles and love of a fair young princess.—
enry had indeed set forth a story inat his
rother had taken up his abede in Palestine,
rom which he would no more return, in con-
equence of the throne of Jerusalem having
been bestowed uwpon him for his valor. A
alse report, and a glaring one, which the de-
2itfol monarch was aware coold not long ro-
ein undiscovered ; bug he trusted in his wiles,
nd only desired time to strengthen his posi-
ion.

The trutht was, that the Leroic leader of the
trsx active crusade, the immortalized Godfrey
I Bouillon had been electad Kmg of Jerusa-
em; and Robert, whose power was little
bort of that which sked aglory over the name
pf Godircy, hed begun to veturn towards his
hative Jand, before the death of his brother

iliam. He landed in Southern Italy, where
1¢ lingered in the knightly society of manyan
Nustrious brother in arms, who, ke himself,
bhad sheathed their swords, and were now re-

ing under their hard-carned laurels. Her

he had the happiness to obtain a bride ia the
youtig, the heautifal, tho 7ich, and the goed

be'lla danghter of a powerdal Ttalian priwee; |

heir aﬂccuon wasmutual, and now, for a time,

he solaced himself for all his former labours
and struggles. It was not until he finally ar-
rived at his ewn patrimonial dominion of Nor-
mandy, tha: he l.arnt the death of Rufug, and
the trcachery of Bean Clere, when le instant
Iy determincd to strihe for his claim to the suc-
cession.

But the crafty I’z.nry was too well acquaint-
ed with his brother's dispusition to be greatly
moved by his threats. Ylenry was at least
King, dec fucto, powerfu), rich, and vigilant;
whilst Robert was but Duke of Normaady,
with many of lus fortresses in pledga in his
brothir’s Liands. At this time, also, Robert
was vain of his beautiful kride, whonmi he took
from city to city, and whose large fortune he
squandercd in vain shows. What was the
conscquence? When he really commenced
hosulittes, he was without the ¥ sinews” of
war, and the nolles, friendly to hiscausc, who
admired his bravery and open disposiion,
were afraid to trust themselves to the conse-
quences of his indolence. Yet many were
true to hiny, and sull more weie suspected by
Beau Clerc, who, 1a this campaign, put forth
all the tact and discermnent for which he was
so rematkable. The dispute, this time, there-
fore, was a bLloodicss onc; for, although the
hostile forces met, vt instead of contesung
the ficld, the principals proceeded to negocia-
tions ; the casy, indolent Robert, was prevail-
¢d on to nceept the tiile and full possession of
Normanay, together with an annual allowance
of three thousand narks, and to give up all
claim oa England dunng the life of Henry;
adding, howeves, the old and anhecded priviso,
that, whocver of the two should be the survi-
vor, should inhenit both the governments.—
There wasg, howcver, another clause in the
treaty, which was uitmately the sonrce of all
Roliort’s misfortunes, and of the blackest
crimes that consegieniiy ensmed in the remain-
ing history of the Bean Clere. It was ilus,



