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stinctively he seized his sword which lay ever 
ready near him, and seemed, to ail appearance, 

distraught; but presently recalling his smiter- 

swaying their hearts and actuating their coz 
dact. Thecldest son only, Prince Robert, pos 
scssed any fe-lings of humanity and brother 

edideas, his features by degrees r-iaxed of their 
fierce and anxious cast, his half-drawn sword 

was slowly returned to 1ts stieath, he seated 
himself on the nn -arest bench, and Iaazvar sue- 
ceeded 10 the eagerness which had beuned from 
his eyes. 
But what has caused this Man~hed check, 

this blood-shot eye, this perturbation of spirit | at the exponse of all that washumane, all i 
in the King? Itis a dream! With all ns was just, dul the ruthless Conqueror lose @ 
boasted courage, with all his headstrong im- fine st scion of his house, by a fall whilst hax; 
petuosity, in the midst of all his in=olence of | ing. The third son, William, the Red, poss: 

power, he has been terrified by—a dream !— | sed not one virtue under heaven : nor one ga: 

Blasphemous and desecrating as he wasin his | quality y save that of courage. His charac 
daily ravages and seli-wiiled ¢ ymmands, grind- | may be -ummed up in few words; he wasbra 

ing as both church and churchinsn ever Hund but crafty, false and treacherous « he was tyra: 
him, greatly as he sho -ked the pable ear and | nical, capricious, debauched, reckless, and 
the hicarts of the devout by the license of tus 'periaus. Rapacious in obtaining niches, pro 
tongus upon holy subjects. this despotic and {eal in spending them, he was remorscless 
ruthless tyrant was the slave of superstitisn. | breaking all tics to effect his ends. and as rez] 

A visitation of the mght shook his very soul; to break a ribald just on holy things. as on ty 

the attendants round his couch peresived his | Leentions pleasares of court and table. Ty 

convulsive motions, irard the muti~red sounds | frurth, and youngest, Henry, differed from 
which escaped from his lips during his disor- the rest; he was no saldier, like lus cldd 

dered sicep, shrunk with epprekension as the | brethren, bat kad studied the learning of 1 
half-ciroked and unwonted ery eseap- ~t him of age. His disposition was caning, he purscy 

“Mercy, sweet Virgin: save me. dlessed lady!” | his ends by wiles, 2nd schemes, and by watc 
and marked the drops of cold perspiration |ing the * signs of the times.” Seifish and a3 

which stood on that frowning forckend, whilst | hitious was thus Henry, ns any of his house, i 
iris bosom, hicaving with uncontroilable groans, | he depended more on the sagacious head thy 
seemed to tend the iron {frame of the conunon- | the strong hand. Aliernately fosicring iy 
ly audacious sufferer. Astounded, they re-! Thad passions in cach of his brothers, he shifl 

mained for a while uncertain hes to act. but ih his side whensoever his crooked policy dicta 
soon recolleciing iow dangeious tis ta Know | and althouzh sometimes hus ens~ was despa] 

too much of a powerful man's secrets, they Late enough to lead weaker men to despair. ¥ 
deemed it expedient to awake the agonized ! did he live to trivmph over opposition, and i 
monarch. In doing this the sudden glare of | come hims.If the possessor of the Engi 

light and the presence of armed men became throne. 
mingled with the horrors of the scene he had! Such were the ofispring of the first Willa 
shared while sleeping “and=up. he sprang! and well did the fzther undersiand the chang 

Before the sul »ct of that dr=am be related. ! ters of his sons notwishsiaading that the 

it may be wall to take a retrospective lance at | fairs of his “own times” left him small loss 

theiife and actions of this “bold bad man,” {to attend to them, and natwithsianding 

for, without such glance. the mind wonlé@ fail { fram early years they had began 10 hit up 7 

in the attempt to take in the force which ahaa’ *hellions hands aginst him. That he did © 
the Red King's soul. Well inderd i the doe evident from hic final bequests to them; Y 
nunciation ia the deealogue, thai the Sasof the * ques, which had then nearly the authority 
fathers shall be visited on their children unto © law and the sanction of relimon. To Rabj 

the third and fourth generation, iilusirated ia | wwasleft the painmonal temmitory of Norman 
tho descendants of the Canqueror. Unnuriured son wn by indefeasible right, bat indoeience™ 
in kindly affcciians towards each other, the ! fittinz him {or the rale over a large conga 
whole of the finst William wren conciant : andan impatient prapic. ie was wisely exelel 
hostility among themselves: the cans agnine<t | fram authonty 1a Enziaad ; and, for-as-ms 
the father, the brothers agunst cach: selfish (as Engiand was ohiamed dy the sword. ! 
ambition or thirst of vengeance aliernately l deemed that he could g ve as hie pleased © : 

love. Yet his best qualities were rendered us: 
less through the torpor of mdolence which we 
his besctting vice. The second son, Richar 
had indeed given promise of many a fine qualiy, 
but here the hand of Ieaven may be sad + 
have interfered, for in that very New For 

i which had been appropriated to royal disp 


