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kvn achievements, he assigned that kingdom
b Rufus; well knowing that at least nugther
bocillanimity nor sloth would make him relax
b5 arasp.  Wasit a prescience hke thatof the
f:unarchs of old, which dictated 1o thus father a
Boquest of but o small sum of moaey to his
punzest son 7 Did his glanceanto the future
aable lum to see the future monarcn of Eng-
Bund and the avenger of filial imyity in Henry
Bue beau clerc?  And did e 1n auticipation Te-
bcc that on all—cven on the avenger hims if— |
kouid fall that weisht of Divine displeasure |
Wchich awans all who honouar no. * tiseer father

knd mother 77

Wae! to ihe prince that is surroun:ded by

be:l couns:ilors, nught Robert have exclaimed.

sy nature that bus faiher’'s w.) had despailed |
ghum of right 3 he waged war with Rufus and
keas defeated.  Many of the Engish, and some
of the Anglo-Normans had jomed Robert
s unsuccessfal expedition,—theee found, tuo
rely, that tie Kang was a Rehoboam in von-
peance, and that he scemed to have saul to
hem, “ My fathe made your yoke heavy, and

will add 10 vour yoke; my father also caas-
tised you wath whips, bat T will chastise vou
with scorprons.”  In this sense, his “hiile
finger” wasindecd ¢ thicker than lus father's
Ro'ng.’’

The only person whom Wiliam Rafus Lield
tn respect, and who had any aflucnce over his
conduct, was Archbishop Laafrane, and the
anly principle which ever contunually held hin
1 Testraint, was suparstiton. Lanfrane bad
lbeen tus tuior, and tawards inm the Kina mani-
fested some siens of regard. While that pre-
Iate hived, Rufus contained himself, and was
not addicted 1o the excesses which sulsoquent-
Iy broke out; but on the death of the Arch-

:shop, all the most od:ous featuresof the King's
acaracter beeame fuliv develaped.  Bishop-
nics and abkarics, as they became vacant, were
seiained on fus hands, that he maziit apprapr-
sie thar reienucs to hamseif: his rapacioas
usarsT, Ranulph, well surnamed Flambard, or
Tae Woit, ground and oppressed the wwreiched
poople, patrucniarly the Foghsh, and moacy
was cxacied wihout merey or remorse, to
gratdy the msatiable des.res of the grasping
monarch.

And thismoney ! Lt the pluttany, the 1o
vy, the viuated appeutes of Rafus and his
trew, account for 2 pari. and, for the rest, the
spendor of his apparcl, the sumptaousness of
b.s palace, Lis tasic for building aad decoration,

ghe restless Norman baroas persuadal los

consumoed the remamder.  With undinshing

cheek justice was sold, with unfaltering voice
blasphemy was uitered; rigorous as his father
n executing the Sevaritics of the furest Jaws, he
had been heard to excla:in against the justice of
Heaven nself, which permitted an offender
aga:nst them tov escape; and although aware
of the deep curses aud maledictions which
hung on the memory of his father, for the
tisres consequent on the cstablishment of
the New Forest, he added to those miseries,
and to the caccrations of ail ggod men, by the
destruction of fuur abbeys and seventeen
churclies more, with the spuliation and disper-
sion of the inhabi ants i thair neighbourhood,
in order to cnlarge the arena of his despotic
aad iquitous pleasures of the chase.

Supurstiuun, as it Las been observed, held
som¢ sway over him; this, however, was
only perceptible by fits and starts.  His father
hall {ftihelarge sumof sixty thousand pounds,
to be distributed among the churchi and poor
of England, as some expiatior of the enormi-
ues he had committdd.  Greedy and violentas
Rufus undoubiedly was, he did not dare to di-
vert that sum from the purpose of the bequest,
and it was actually given according to the wiil
of the donor.  In sickness, also, this otherwise
ruthless man would endeavour to prepitiate
offinded Heaven by a tcmporary relaxation of
severnity, by some remission of ciaims, by pro-
muses of mUld governimeat and impartial laws;
but a rctarn to health brought a return tolaw-
less rule and rapacious cxaclions: of him it
might well be said—

*Thedevil was sick. the devil a monk would be,
The Devil was weil, the devil a monk was he”

Such was the monarch whose midnight
slumbcrs were thus so unusually affecied, and
to whom, in this condition, the narrative thus
relurns. '

Althotzh now awake. and entirely in posses-
sion of lus faculues, the King continued to
shiver as though pertishing of cold, and for a
while he eyed lis attendance askence. At
tength breaking sience, he related the horsid
cause of his disturbance. iis dream was a
continuation: of his sivep, which seemed to be
wmicrtepted by a constantly inecreasing cold

jwind.  This at first but annoyed im, by de-

grees it piereed him s he struggled to throw it
off, 1t prevailed agaiast him, it penetrated
through h:s sdes, it reached his heart; be felt
all the agomics of a hiving death, and whilst
bolts of ice s~emed 10 pass through every
arlery, and 10 OCCUPY CVLTY POTE, he felt ham-
self tike the hopeicss stragpler agansta powes-
fal and devsunag monsier.  In these hormble



