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AYS OF PRINCES.

F the tﬁ but forcible apothegm
¥ is Pht fgsophy teaching by ex-
Rt will perhaps be found that the last
princes afford more ample scope for
hon, and yield more useful instruction
cpartment of philosophy, than are to

ans as they are successively called up
cmory, and in a lengnuage that could
Kicrived from the iives of any other class
kind. Itis at such a juncture that the
o uscs, to take a review of the life and
It of the departing greatone of the carth;
¢ that we feel impclled to calculate the

,.‘ time, to m\csug'ne mo!wcs as well as
plucnces, and, while we attempt to trace
@osress of events, we endeavour to ascer-
vWhether they have terminated according
i true intent of the mover, or whether
have brought about a2 state of things
h he neither expected nor desired.

gexaminatons ke these, we may not un-
nily discover, on the one hand, that be-
ence of mouve and wisdom of design
throagh an adverse concurrence of cir-
nces, not only turned to musfortune in
Jsult, but heee fixed an undescrved and
stigma on the character of thar pos-
and that they have frequently cmbit-
the latter days of these whose evening
ought, in worldly justice, to have heen
and tranquility.  On the other hand, it
nustal thing to find that projects, which
ad their ongin in no nobler source than
or ambition, ot which may even have
ill more sordid motives, have neverthe-
rminated in glory, have setahalo round
pad where real desert was wanting, and
ndured, even in the individual himself, a

red from all the preceding events of

false cstimate of his own qualifications, ntn-
tions, and actions.

Bai th~ death-bed, wiih the consciousness
that in 2!l human probubility 1t i5 such, 15 a
wonderful lumipator of the saul. However
mankind may deceive others, however they
may deccive themselves, while in the zlow of
health, and in the vigor of action, kerc are the
hour and the scene that will compel the dre-
sence of truth, and cause us to know ourselves
as we really are. Not that to those around,
even at such moments, is the true state of the
heart always displayed, for the hardest mortal
task, to the va'n and obstinate heart of man,
is the confi <slon of error and the acknowledg-
ment of wrongz. We m':y, Lke the cardinal,
“Die and make no sizn ;™ bay, af the reflective
and rersaning f.,culms l.a\'c not forsaken thar
seats, the tide of retrespecuion w.ll force its
fleod upor us, znd well 1s it 1f it do not sweep
away our hopes and our strongest dipenden
cies.

Withont violating the truth of hustory, thew,
we may place before us, as 10 a moving pic-
ture, any jr.nr. who has swayed the sceptre
of power on carthi; and, .n moments such as
we have here assumed, we may call up the
principal cvents i lus carcer, arraizn his Lfe,
actions, and disposition, try hun by the ov.-
denee of fact, enter nto his scerct soul, and
pluck from thonee such lessans of wisdom,
hum.lty, and varictcs of conscanus fuching, as
may be salutary 10 any coanditun of hiuman
exisienec ;--remembering always, that auman
naturc 1s the samce in all conditons, and shat
the virtues and the vices of the great differ not
from those of the hutabler Jasscs of sociciy.
save only as they may b modified from the
rficet of mental and moral cducaton, or the
power of voliuon, and of acion.

DO T - WILLIAM, TRE ¢ ONQUEROR,

“Within the hollow crown
That rounds the mortal temples of a king,



