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Ve N ;
-The New Stlr.
AM,~Penrod,
man withdrew ‘in eonsﬂ
state from nonpaying view an
repairing to the, hay Joft, de-
clare@ thesexhibition: ,
He.  Oral proclamation

was ‘enticed

8 band, the two' pnmmrs Monnsng
upon.combs-and’ paper, Herman :and
Verman upon tin pans with stlcks.

The effect was immediate. = Visitors
appeared upon the stairway and sought.
admissjon. - Herman and Verman took
position ameng. the exhibits, near the¢-
wall; -Sam ‘stood at the entrance offi: -
clating".as” barker: and ticket seller,
while Penrod,, with debonair spavhty, |
acted gs cwrator, master of ‘cen
and ‘lécturer. He greéted the: first/to
mme -courtly bow,  They-con.
sisted of Miss le and Her nurs- '
ery. gov’erness and they paid spot cash
for their admission. : y

“Walk in, lay-deeze; walk right in.’
Pray do not obstruck the passageway,”
said ‘ Penrod: in .a remarkable ‘voice.
“Pray be seated. There is' room for
each and all.”” ‘

Miss Rennsdale and governess were
followed by Mr, Georgie Basset and
baby sister (which proves the perfec-
tion of Georgie’s character) -and six or
seven other. neighborhood ‘children, g’
‘most satisfactory audience, although,
subsequent to Miss Rennsdale and gov-
erness, admission was wholly by pin.

“Gen-til-mun and lay-deeze,” shouted |
Penrod, 1 will first cail your at-tain-
.shon to our genuine South Amgfican
dog, part alligator!” " He pointed td the
dachshund and added in his ordinary
tone, at’s Straightway re-
ass the character of’ showman,
he beljowed: “Next, ybu see Duke, the
genuine, full blooded Indian dog from
the far western plains and Recky
mountains. ' Next, the trained Mighi-
gan rats, captured way up there ‘and
trained to jump and rdn around-
the box at the=—at the—at'the slightest -
pre-t¢xt!” He paused, partly, to take
bregth -and partly to enjoy his-own sur-
prised discovery that this phrase was
in his voedbulary. 2

“At the slightest pre-text!” he repeat- |
ed, and continuled, suiting the action to-
the word: “I will now hammer upon
the box, and each and all may see
these genuine full blooded Michigan
rats. perform-at the ‘slightest pre-text!
Theret (Theére’s-all they~do now; but I {,
and Sam are goin’ to train ‘em lots-
more before, this attomoon) Gen-tn-v
mun and lay:deeze, 1 “will kindly now’
call your at-faimshon to Shermmn, the -
wﬂd apimal from Africa, costing the
lives of the wildstrapper and-many of
bhis companions. Next let me kindly
interodoos Hetman and Yerman. Their
father got-mad and stuck his pitehfork -
right inside, of another man, exactly as |

S

promised upon the advertisements out- | :

side the big tent, and got t in jail
Look at_ them well, gen-tilmun and
lay-deeze.. There is' no extra charge,
and re-mem-bur you- are each and
now looking.at two wild .
which the tatherotis injaﬂ. ?
Herman. Each and all ‘will &
chance to . sée. Polnt

n _pldy before eaeh pu

&motﬂlenmahdiencq

o3 | 'which /featuré of the emtertainment

1/

:w.vhenmmw

£ out qnletly and with as- lltvr

'Jﬂﬂ!hc as possible. ' Re-mem-bur
p'ﬁa,is only I cént, the tenth part
, OF twenty pins; no bent ones

m Pray pass out 'ﬁuief)y and with
<as little jostling as possible. The Scho-- 7

- field & Williams ilitary. band will
ce, and each
-and all are welcome for the game and

“simple price of admission. Pray pass

\put quietly am\ with as little. jostnng

as possible."
Forthwith the Scllofleld & Wmlnms
m!litary band began a second overture,
hich ' something . ‘vaguely-like a

tune was at times distlpxnishable, and
most:
of. ’%ﬂw oceu
‘in huw excursions for pins, Miss
e -and governess, however,
-myinz coin of tl;e republiciand -

the pleunrable excitement of the part-
‘ill ‘their venture: will be
stood by any one who has seen a met-
m:m.n strolling abbut the:
his theater some ‘evening dur-
‘the» ‘earlier stages of an assuredf
:‘phenoﬁienal T A £
From the first there WIL .no: queatlun /

was the attraction extraordinary. Ver-
man-Vérman, the savage tattooed witd

boy, speaking only his native foreign.|-

. languages—Verman “was a triumph!
‘ Beaming, wreathed in smilesy ‘melodi-

'ous, -ncredibly fluent, he had ‘but to
: openhlsnpsandadeadl}ushrelluponi

the audience. Breathless,. they ‘leaned
forward, hanging upon his every f
‘syllable, and, when Penrod check ,

flow,/ burst -into thunders of applanse, |

“whieh Verman recelved ‘with happy
langhiter, ;
Alas, he delayed not o'er-long-to dis-
play all the egregiousn&ss of .a new’
ntar butgaﬁmethere)vasno

ricogg too_eccentric to be for-
cgg * During Penrod’s  fecture: apos

“\the other curios the tattooed wild boy.|

continually stamped his foet,-grinned

~'and gesticulated, tapping his tiny chest
e*‘anu -pointing, to himself as/ it were to

say, “Wait for me; I.am the big show.”
So soon they. ; 50 soon-they learn!
And (again alas) this'speiled darlinz of
public ‘favor, like many snother, ‘was

: ?ratedtokndwmzoodtimethedckl&

 ness of that favor.

But during all the mortdnzperfm
ancel,he'azau'the‘tdol of: his' amlimo
and looked .it. . The. climax: of lﬂﬂr,
ularity/came during the fifth ‘
of the Schofleld’ & Willlams mﬁﬂ!ﬂ;*

J ors. of 2

mmmmm
dim:ionothermem

: “I t go to lunch]” scrpam-

ed‘luu Rennsdale, her voice accompa: |

nid!bw;soandotﬁming. 4T will
‘hear the tatooed wild boy talk gome

more! It's lovely—I will hear him talk! §

I willl I willl Iwnntfolil‘bento
Verman—I want t&—1 want to”- j
- Wailing, she was barne gway, of hev
sex not the first to be f: ed
obscurity nor the last to chamn!on itl
eloguence.
Wernan was almost unendurableafb-
er thid; but, like many, many other man-
agers, Sehofield & Williams regtrained
théir choler and even laughed fulsome- |
Cly wlnih thejr principal attraction ‘es-
sayed thé‘role of a comedian in private
and capered and squawked in sheer,
fatuous vanity.
~IThe first, performance of the after
noon rivaled the successes of the morn-
ing, and, although Miss Rennsdale was
detained at home, thu.s dryjsig up the:
gingle source of cash’ fpcome devel-
‘oped before lunch, Maurice Levy ap-
peared, escorting Marjorie Jones, and
paid coin for two admissions, dropping
the money into -Sam’s hand with a

: careless-—na& acontemptuous—gestnre.
At sight’of Marjorie, Penrod Schofield,

flushed under his' new mustache’ .Are-
inted since moon) and lectured as he

d .never. lectured before. A\ mew:}
L grace: invested his every gesture, a

new sonorousness rang in his voice, a
(simple and manly pomposity . marked
his very walk as|he passed from curio to
.curio, and when he fearlessly handled
‘the box of rats and hammered upon it
'with cool insotciance he beheld, for |
the first time in his life, a purl of ad-
miratiOn eddying ‘in Marjorie’s lovd;
eye, 4 certain softening of that eye:
Afd then Verman lpake-hnd Penrod
was forgotten. Marjorie’s’ eye rested
upon, bim Do more.
A hedvily eguipped chauﬂ'eut ascend-
‘ed the stairway, bearing the message
that Mrs. Levy awaited her son and
his lady. Thereupon, having devoured

_ lookingoback‘sofﬂy over, \
but only at the uttoood

) interval

ts! to 'the exploitation of “the

'A'frunbuodedlndiandoc;nnke “Why-

‘j-don’t, you oy W

o away

- sell Mﬂk" ; i
“My papa’ womd buy me a,lots benier

/| coon than that” was'the informatlun

osmpw-'

\

\Preoceupation.

He seated ninmiselt w:tnont pamexa
and the pufferniance was offered ‘for:
his entermiument with admirable Conk,
scientiousness. True to the Lady Cian}
‘caste and t.ramlng, Roderiek’s pale fal
face expres -nothing except an’ Im
pervious supenorit) and, as- he saf.
‘cold-and | unimpressed upan thé front
bench, tik¥a large, white lump, it must
be said that he ma&a discouraging
audience “to play to™ He was not.
however, . unresponsive—far from it
-He “offered comment very chilling 'to
the warm granduoque.nce of the orator

“That’s my Uncle Ethelbert's dachs-
bund,” he remarked. at :the feginning
of the lecture "You better tuke him
back if you don‘t want;t,o get arrest
ed.” And when Penrod, father uneasi-
ly ignoring the interruption, przceededk

efuifie

give that oid,
Rodergak. "You con!

volunteeréd a little later, “only |
wouldn't 'waht the nasty old thing!”
B of. the missing finger obtain
ed no ter ' indulgencé. *‘Pooh”
said k. “We have two fox ter:
riers in our stables that took prizes at
“the -kennel show, and their tails were
bit off. . There’s a mun that always
bites fox terriers’ talls oft.” .
Ol my; “what<a el exciaim
-ed Sam Williams ignorantly. *“Gag.- oA™
avith the show, whether he likes it or
JBot, Penrod. He's paid his money. n
Verman. confident in. his' own singu
lar powers, chuckled open[y at the
failure ‘of - tHe other «attractions o
charm the frosty visitorj and: when: his
tutw came: poured forth a tonpent of

conyersation mcp was st.raightw iy |

dammed.

“Rotten!” "said Mr. Bitts languidl}'
“Anybady canld talk like that 1
do it if 1 wanted to,”" ;

Verman ‘paused suddenty.

"“Yes, You could!” exclaimed Penrod,
stung.: “Let’s hedr yoy do it then.”

‘“Yessirl” othe) partner shouted,
“Let’s just:hear youn do itI”. . .

«*] said T counld if I wanted £o,” re-
\lponM Roderick. - “1 didn't say AFfs

‘would”:: i

Knows he can’t!™ sneered<
-Sam. Y
“Iean*"too,}tltry"
“Weﬂ.let’éheuyoutry" :
So challenged, the visitor did try.
| but in' the>absence  of.aniimpartial

* 4 Jury -his’ effort vqrmﬁeﬁil‘mm

nounced a failure that he Was howled

%W and mock Mﬂlmﬁf»’
! »‘f( »"',’1” LE o il
" . erick  ‘when | %1

‘“ﬂlconldn’t Dt

"“ 3 ”.-.«-

out and leave town.”

Not having-enough presence of mind
 to inquire what he wouldlell out, lﬂs
adv‘enarles replied with mere formless
-yélis.of ‘scorn.

“T could get up a better show than
‘this with my left hand.” Roderick as |
serted.

“Well, what would you have in you{‘
ole show?” ‘asked 'Penrod. condesé
ing to langnage. /

“That’s all right what:I’d have. Ira
have enough.”

“You couldn’t get Herman and Ver
man in your ole show.”

“No, and I wouldn’t want: em. ei
ther.,”

“Well, what would you have?”’ Imsist-
ed Penrod derisively. ~You'd ‘have to,
have sumpthing. You couldnt be-a
show yoarself.”

“How do you know?” -This was but
meandering while waiting ‘for ideas
and evoked another yel.

“You think you ‘could be a show all
by yourself?” demnnded Penrod.

“How do you-kneWw 1 couldn’t?

Two white boys and twe black bo,vs
shriekeqd their scorn of the boaster.

“1 could too!” Roderick raised his
| voice to 'y sudden’ howl, ‘btainlng a
neafing. ~

*Well, why don’t.you tell us how?”

“Well, I know. bow, all right,”"said
Roderick.  *1f anybo&y asks you' you
can “just tell him 1 know how, all
right.” -

Why,_you can’t do. anything Sam
began. argumentatively. “You talk
*about Deing a show all by yonrselt

J o

sumpthing yon ¢an do.”

. "1 didn’t say I was going to do any-
thing.” returned the badgered one, still
‘evading. *

*“Well, then, ‘how'd you be a show?”
Penrod demanded. “We got & show
here. even if Herman didn’t point or
Verman didn’t talk,. Their father'stab-
bed a man\ with a pitchfork 1 guess,
didn’t he?”

“How do I know ?"

“Well, 1 guess he’s in Jail, ain’t he?”

“Well, whapAf their fathet is in jafl?

didn’t say fie wasn’t, did 1?”

“*Well, yom' father ain't in jail, is
bhe?” .

“Well. I never sald de was, did 17"

couid you He a%-+/He stopped abrupt "

a | 5. staring at Roderiek, the birth of an

| ed"his intention to a

§ worth, and

idea plainly. yisible in his altered ex:
oreﬁon ¢ He frad su ly remember.
" Roderick Mags
worth RBitts, Jr., “about Rena' Mags

/ms recollection collided ‘in
‘bis mind with ‘the Irritation produ(-ed

,.-.ﬂt th" tence
| upou ber bad burned, black and:bor::
| rific, upon the face of every newspaper.

g period of severe mntehm tod: mwém

‘| Yumtiy’

abcorbed a Sense ot lngsvjorth great:
‘ 'I‘ho yonng man went away without

could |

What could you try to do? Show us |

| InDIAN - DoG  ADMiSSioN

“Well, then,” continued Penrod, “how |

i Upon ﬁhg m,a

¢ 3 ; yﬁ Mﬁﬁﬂy. and an nwdm dressing
2 ‘ﬂ“ m;wgm to fill the | “We'y

S motience aft ﬁ"m

miammmmmv

; com

ym mgononcbd

in’ the country, He was not auowed .

read the .
s indignation’ 6ver the saerile-
-gious coincidence of e name had not
‘been expressed in 'presence. * But
he-saw that it was an awesome’ ‘name
.10 Penrod Schofield: and Samuel Wil-
Qams,, Even - Herman and Veriean,
‘though lacking many educational ad
vantages on account'of .a long r
‘dence in_the gethtry, were info ed
on the subject of Rena Magsworth
through ' hearsay,” and ‘they joined. in
the portentous sllence. \

“Roddy,’” ‘tepea Penrod,“'honest,
is’ Rena Magswo soine relation of
yours?” :

There is no obsession more dan’gerous
. to its victims than a conviction-+espe-
cially an inherited one—of ‘superiority;.
this . world is so full of Missourians. .
And from his muea‘t years. Roderick
Magsworth . Bitts, Jr., 'had been trained
"to, belleve in .the mmortance of the
‘Magswonh famny’ "At every meal he

as negligible, Now

Journals uf the day, and bis |

‘the mercurial public.

turg and put a few questioi

dimly be> pereelved that there was a
ﬁagsworth claim of ;Some sort :which .
impressive; . .even  to. the boys. |

Magsworth blobd was. the essential.of
all trukdistlncﬂon tn the world; he
knew.  Consequently, having been |
driven into a cul-de-sac as a result of
flagrant and nnr(mnded.hoasting. he
was ready to take advantage of what:
appeared to be a tridmphal way out.

“Roddy,” said ' Penfod again, with °
solemnity, *“is_Rena Magsworth some
relation of yoursY”

“Is she, Roddy?” asked SQm.
hoarsely.

“She’s my aunt}" shouted Roddy. /

almost

!

OHAPTER X. ol

notmng From the Show Bulmou., ‘

ENCE followed. | Sam and Pen-

““rod, 'spellbound, gazed upon |
"Roderick Maggworth Bitts; Jr. |

f 8o -did Herman ‘and Vermadn. :
Bodda-’s‘ staggering: lie had changed |

the face of things utterly. * No one

questioned-it; 20 -one realized that it

was mnch,wo to be true.
< “Reoddy,”: Penrod fn a v‘o
u'emulons with hope, “Roddy, wil
Join, our show?’ -

Roddy joined.
"Bvén He-could see that the offer im: l

pned his 'being: starred asthe para-

mount -attraction: of a. new :order of

things:, - It, was obvious that be: bad:

ou

1'swelled out snddenly, in the estimation

of the other boys, to that importance
‘which he had been taught.to belleve,
plg natlve gift and natnral right, The

f‘that ddighotdl chﬁd . and iitﬂs girls
had sometimes shown him deference,
but until this tnoment no boy had ever
allowed htm for one momént to pre-
sume even to equality,.. Now, in-a teice
he was not only admitted to comrade-
ship, but patenj:ly valued as something
rare and sacred, to be acclaimed and

‘thing that Schofield & Williams 'did
was {o find a box for him to stand
apon.

‘The ‘misgivings roused in Roderick’s
bosom: by the- subsequent activities of
the firm-were ot bothersome enough
to make him forego his prominence as
Exhjbit ‘A:. He: was not a. “quick
minded’. boy, and it was long and
much \happened before he thoroughly
comprehended the causes of his new

that if the affaircame to be heard of
at home it might not be liked, but, in-
toxicated by.the glamour and . bubt@
which éurround a public characte¥ he
made no protest. .On the contrary, he
entered whole heartedly into the' prep-
arations for the new show. = Assuming;
‘with Sani’s as tance, a bluoe mustache
and “sideburns,’: he helped in the
painting of a new poster, which, sup-
Planting the old one on the wall of the
stable facing the cross street, screamed
bloody murder at the passers in that
rather populous thoroughfare: .

SCHOFiELD & WIiLLiAMS .

~ .« NEW BIG SHoW ... ,
RoDERICK MAGSWoRTH BiTTS JBR

ONLY LlViNG NEPHEW~ !\

nENA MAdSWORTH
/ : .THE FAMOS
MUDERESS GoiNG To BE HUNG
NEXT JULY KiLED EiGHT PEO-
" PLE
PUT ARS:N‘ECI; IN ‘THIER MILK
: ALSO
SHERMAN HERMAN AND VE AN
THE MiCHIGAN RATS DOG PART
ALLIGATOR DUKE THE GENUINE |
CENT oR
20 PINS SAME AS BEFORE Do NoT
MIQQ THiS CHANSE TO SEE RoD—
ERiCK '

ONLY LIVING NEPHEW oF, RENA
MAGSWORTH THE GREAT FAMOS
MUDERESS
s 7 GoiNG To BB

. '"HUNG !
Megapaones were constructed’out of
heavy wrapping .paper, and. Penrod, :
Sam and Herman set out in diffefent”
directions, delivering. vocally . the in-
flammatory ‘proclamation of the poster |
to. a' large section .of the: ;residential
Jguarter and . 1eaving Roderick Mazs-
_worth:. Bitts, ! Jr., with ‘Vermdp in the
loft, shiclded from all deadhead eyes. }
‘of )hb ralds ‘the

Williams. _military

-

-

A willigm

‘pedesta]ed. In. fact, the very ﬂrst’

celgbrity. - He had a shadowy feeling ' |

| ‘also ‘went through the floor’
pelled himself into the chute and shot

R i

‘Penrod’s | :
Bnt ‘the glory of one lght must ever
e dimiming of another ‘We.dwell
vhle of seesaws, and cobwebs spin
rastest ‘upon laurel. 'Verman, the tat-
tooed ‘wild boy, spegkipg only i his'

native foreign languages, VE€rmdn the

gay, Verinan the caperer; capered no
wore, he ichuckled no  more, he’ beck-
oned no more nor tapped his chest nor
wreathed his idolatrous face in smiles.
Gone, all gone, were his little artifices
for attracting the general attention-to
himself. = Gone was every engaging
mannerism which had endeared him to
He squatted
against the wall and glowered at the
new sensation. It was the old story—
the old, old story—of too much temiper-
ament. ' Verman 'was sud'érlng frow
artistic jealousy.

The second audience contained a cash
paying adult,a cled young man
whose poignan tion-. was -very
flattering: . He mmained after the.lec-
t0 Rod::
h were - answered
pon promp from “Penrod.

dy,"w

l;avmg stated the object of his interro-
gations, but it became guite plain Iater
in’the day. 'This same object caused
the spectacled young ‘man. to make
.several brief but sﬂ?ulaung calls di--
rectly -after leaving”the Schofleld &
Big Show, and the conse-
,/quences ereof loltered not by the

wayside. 3
The Big -Show! was at high tide. Not
only - was ‘the ‘anditorium ' filled* ‘and
throbbing; there was an immense line,
by no means ' wholly: juvenile, waiting
or admission tothe next pufformance.

IAgroupswodinthbsn'eetexamMn

the poster. earnestly -as. it glowed in
the long, slantlnz rays «of the .west-
ward ‘sun, and people in automobiles:
and other vehicles bad halted wheel ini
the street to read the messdge 80.
pi§bantly given ‘to the world. These
i were- thc conditions: when a - crested
victoriaarﬂvedataganop and'‘q
large, chastely magnificent.and highly
flushed - woman - descended and ' pro-
gressed across the yard with an air of
violence. ./

Atsigh:qtherthsadnluotthe
' waiting line hastily disappeared, and
most. of the pausing vehicles moved in-
‘stantly on their way. She was follow-
ed by a‘stricken man in livery.

The stairs to the auditorium . were
narrow . and steep. . Mrs. Roderick
Magsworth Bitts 'was of a stout favor,
and -the e of Penrod was audtble
during the ascent. ., .

“Re-mem-bur, gentil un -and lay-
dm each and all
upo ck Magsworth Bitts, Jr.,

]ivmg*mphew of the great

ars’nic murderess, Rgua uagsmmh,
gentilmun and lay-deeze, and Roddy’s
her only uTne nephew. - She’s a rela-
tion. of: all {the Bitts. famﬂr but he’s
heroaeandonly nving nephew. . Re-
mem-bur, next-July she’s goin’ to be
hung, and each and all you now see
before you”—

P paused-abruptly, seeing some-*
thing “hefdre himself—the august and
'awiul presence which filled the entry-

'way, And his words (i{"should ‘be re-
- lated) froze upon his Hps.

Before herself Mrs.. Roderick Mags-
worth Bitts saw her sonf-her scion—
wearing a4 moustache and sideburnl of

lue, and perched-upon a box flanked

y Sherman and Verman, the Michi-
gan rats, the Indian dog Duke, Her-
man, and the dog part alligator.

Roddy also.saw something before
himself. It needed no prophet to read-
the, countenance of the ‘dréad appari-

. tion in the entryWay His mouth open-

So |

" ed~remained open—then filled to capac-
ity with a calunitous sound. of - grief
not unmingled with apprehension.
Penrod’s™reason staggered under the-
crisis. - For 3 horrible moment he saw
Mrs. Roderick Magsworth Bitts ap-
proaching like some fatal mountain in
avalanche. She seemed to grow larger
and redder; lightnings played about
her head. "He had a vague conscious-
.ness of the audience spraying out in
fiight,. of the squealings, 'tramplings
and dispersals of a stricken field. The
mountain was close upon him— =’
He stood by the open. mouth of the
Bay chute which went’ throngh the
floorfo the. manger below.  Penrod
He_pro-,

down, but not quite to the manger,
for Mr.\Samuel Williams had thought-
tully stepped into the chute a moment

in advance of his partner., Penrod ut

tpon Sam,

Ca hi¢ noises resounded .in the

loft; volcanoes seemed to romp upon
the stairway.
— There ensued a period when only a
shrill keenihg marked the passin
Roderick a8 he was borne .to the um-
bril. Fhen all was silence.

Sunset striking through' a western
window rouged the walls of the Scho-

fields’ library, where gathered a joint |

famfly council and court ‘martial of
four—Mrs. Schofield, Mr. Schofield and
Mr. and -Mrs, . Wﬂlmp ents  of
Samuel of that ilk. * ¥r. Williams read
aloud a conspicuous e from the
last edition of the evening. paper; ;
l“Pr%ehu;;nent 3 Wt e. here  belleved
\close tions of woman sentenced.

. Angry denial by Mrs. R. Mm?
worth ‘Bitts. . Relationship admitted by
‘younger member-of tamily. - His state-
ment copfirmed by- boy friends”~

“Don’t!”. Baid ‘Mrs. Wﬁl‘laml. ‘b/

ssther ,coi-’”

now gawing |

of |

“wm she'say: m -he ‘called
you up?'ﬁ-‘s sehomﬁ:qnﬁa b;ut.h-
lessly of Mre, ‘Williams,

*‘She-could hanﬂyapeakat Afirst, wn
then when she did talk she talked so .
tast I couldn’t understand most of lt,'
and”—

“Tt'wias just the same when she tried
to. talk to e 8gid Mrs, Schdﬂeld,
nodding. °

“I never did hedr any onéin such a
state before,” continued “Irs. Williams, .
“So turinus Tl

“Quire justly. of cov -se.” said. Mrs.
'l(.‘bu!iwd }

“Of course.. And the said’ Peurod
and Qa(n\had entives; Roderick away
from howe—sullly fe's not allowed to
go outside the ‘yard except with his
tutor or a’servant—and had told him
tu say that horrlble creature was his
aunt”—
<“How in the world do you suppose
-Sam and Penrod evep thought of such
a thing as that?” exclaimed, Scho-
“field. **“It must havo been made up just
;'pr their jgshow.”. s o n g
ust Wetnl m /
Of course it weuldn’t have. &@
but this was the ddy Margaret and
I spend évesy month In the country
with Aunt Sarah, and I didn’t dream”—

“She said one thing- ‘I thought rather
tactless,” . interrupted Mrs.  Williams, .
“Of course we must allow for her be-
ing dreadfully excited and wrought upy
but I do think it wasn't quite delicate -
in.her, andshdsnmalbt:heveryu-
of deuoacy She said that Roderick
had never been allowed to associate
witb—with common boys"— i

“Meaning Sam ’and’’ Penrod,” said
Mrs{ Schofield, “Yee, she sa:[d that to
me t00.”

“She said that the. most aw!ul thing
about it Mrs.. Williams' went -om,
“was that, though she’s going te prose~
cute  the  newspapers, many peopie
would always believe the story, and’—

“Yes, I imagine they will,” said Mrs.
Schofieldd musingly.  “Ot  course youw
and’] and everybody Who really Knows
‘the Bitts and Magsworth ‘families un-
derstand the -perfect, absurdity of it
But 1 suppose there are ever so many,
who’ll beliéve it, no matter. wh“tho.
Bittses and orths say.” .

_“Hundreds an: hundreds!” satd Mrs,
Wiliams. '“Pm afraid & will be a
great comedown -tor them.”

.“Pm affaid so,” said d_Mrx. Schona
zenﬂy “A very gfeat one- one—yes, a vq.
v great ome.” -, v <+ ol\r '

ell,”. oblerved Mrs, wm:mmn
a ttoulutnl pause, fthere’s only oné
thing to be done, and I suppose it had
‘better be done right away.”

She glanced toward the two m
men,

“Oetmmy ltr Scho!leld IM
“But .where are the:?"

« 1 Htve you | in the suhh?'
;L \searched it 'mu'v’ p;ohbu
started for the far

“Did ybu look in the sawdust box7*

“Nb 1 didn’t.”

#Then that’s where they are.”

Thnsintﬁeear)ytwﬂ!ﬂtfhonﬂ'
historic stable was ched by twe
fathers charged to d only thing te
be done.: They ‘entered the storeroom.

, “Pen;od!" said Mr7 Schofield.

“Sam!” sai@ Mr. Williams. <

Nothing disturbed the twifight hush.

But ‘by means of a ladder br})ug'ht
from the carriage house Mr. Schofield
mounted to the top of the sawdust
box. He looked within and discerned
the dim-outlines of three quiet figures,
the third being that of a small dog.

: “The two boys rose upon command,
descended the ladder after Mr. Scho-
field, bringing Dnke with them, and
stood before the authors of their be-
.ing, who bent upon theém sinister and
threatening brows. With hanging heads
and despondent countenances, each still
ornamented with a mustache and an
tmpefial,  Penrod and “8am’ 'awaited
sentence.

Thisis a boyslot ~Anything he does,
anything  whatever, i may ' afterward
turn out to have been a crime-—he nev-,
er knows.

And punishment and clemency arm
alike inexplicable. :
Mr. Williams took his son by the eu'.

“You march home!” he commahdec.

Sam’ marched not looking back, and
his father followed the small figure -
‘implacably.

“You goin" to” whip me?” quavered
Penrod, alone with justice.

“Wash your face at that hydrant."
said -his father sternly.

About. fifteen minutes:/ldter Penrod,
hurriedly entering the corner drug -
store, twd ‘blocks distant, ‘was aston-
ished, to; perceive g familiar form at
the soda counter.

“Yay, Penrod,” sa.id Sam Wuliams, ;
“want some sody? Come on. He’
didn’t liek me. He didn’t do anything !

/

| asked his wife

./ %ome at all. He gave.me a quarter.®

~

. “80'd mine, " said Penrod.

QHAPTER XL
/" Music.

QYHOOD is' the longest time
in life—for a boy. The ‘last
“term of the school year ‘is .
+made of décadés, not-of weeks,
and Hving through: them fs-like  wait-
- for- the millennium. - But they do
somehow, and™at last there came
a day when Penrod was bne’of a group
that capered out from the graveled
%rdotward oolNo % carroling &

“M -bye, teacher! 'Goed-byé, schooll
Mh,’r Cm +dern old fooll"”

ﬁ’  there were .~




