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MEBSEW K POETRY. 

re SROWTH—VARIETY— FORM, AND Tami 

1¢ is Qifiouliy without careful examination;jto 
get fair ided of the Book of Pealme.' ‘We eee 
it on a cursory inspection one apparantly sing'e 
book, filled with what seems prose, split up into 

detatched verses, with no clue in niany instances 

either to the author of the Psalm, or the circum- 

stanves under which it was composed. The 
common idea is that it isa book of piots med:- 

tations, composed by King David, to record the 

avents of his spiritual life either as examples for 

the present, or types of the future. 
The true idea however is widely different fron 

this. This Book is u collection of sorgs em< 

bodying every human passion, every tone and 
trai, from the loftiest to the lowliest, from the 

most woeful to the most exultant. [It strikes 

every one of the notes on that great instrament 

the human heart. 
Nor was this Book the work of one author only. 

So wonderful a volume was not the product 
of one human life, but of the life of the nation. 

Hundreds of years rolled away before that book 
was finished. The work began by Moses during 

the memorable pilgrimage was not completed 

until after the mournful captivity. "It was not 

therefore the events, or ‘the thonghts, or emo- 

tions of one human life, but the vicissitudes of a 
nation’s career'which were wrought iuto this 
Book of Psalms. Here we behold the result of 
‘all those unequalled expenences which Jehovah 

‘bud allotted to bis people. - Here we trace the 

national career, we se: how action, suffering, 
hedvenly inflaence; knowledge of a future des- 
tiny, could ring out every varying nots from the 

national lyre. We witness every throb. of the 

«great heart of Israel and recognize 

|. greav-dulivorances; W) ‘1he féligious comforts 
and all the lofty promises of future - good to the most infinite compas~s of moders 

== nation which belonged to the “past history Ey could. yet produce strains which were. 

oll ~ 
1.80 Ff towards | | song, 
a 

atthe Temple in Jerusalem. 

Temple service, and seldom or never used élsa- 

ted out the 67th, 99th, 100th, 115th, 186th,and the 

last five Psalms commencing with * Hallslugab, 
| Praise ye the Lord I" 

1+. As a specimen, the 134th can be pointed out. 
| This was sung by the Levites when their night 

guard 10 the Temple was relieved. 

THE RELIEVING GUARD. 
“Behold! Bless ye the Lord !" 
All'ye servants of the Lord, 

Which by ‘night stand in the house of the 
Lord. 

Lifi up your hands in the sanctuary 
And ‘bless the Lord, 

Response— 
* The Lord that mude heaven and earth 
Bless:thee out of Zion!" 

The Hebrew Poetry differs from that of most 
other nations in one remarkable respect. It has 

neither rhyme nor rhythm. No possible mea- 

sure oan ye discovered in its strocture. That 

which is ccnsidered the chief characteristic of 

poetry is utterly wanting, yet it is true Poetry 
nevertheless. 

The Hebrew consists of similar ‘thoughts ar- 

ranged in successive sentences, These are 
technically termed parralleHisms. 

A thought is started in ove line. ‘The next 

repeats the same thought somewhat modified. 

in vur language we have sunilarity of ending 
in © vuccessive lines ‘and ‘this is called 

rhyme. The Hebrew Poetry has this 

similarity not ‘in terminating words hut in 

lhe stirring mgmory of &thousand y 1% 

ene of the uses a of this Book, itis far from oom» | 

prehending ita whole purpose. The charm and 

. influence of the various Psalms are as. differen: | 
a8 the authors who composed them or the cir. i 

cumstances which originated them ! 

We notice first that every one; whatever its 
nature was intended to be sung and accompsnied 
by musical instruments. Although in the pro 
ceds of time all these poems became ineorpora~ 

ted with the Temple service, yet there are cer. | 

tain ones whose character adapted them for 

other purposes of a mote private naturs ; while 
others again were seldom or never used out of 

the temple. 
In distinguishing between the different kinds 

theyefore we notice first : 
Tag Dipacric, oR MeprTaTIVE Pozms, 

‘These were adapted rather to the use of the pious 
mind in hours of most solemn thought or prayer. 
Of the purely Didactic we have a fine ex: 
ample in the 37th Psalm, “ Fret not thyself be- 

eause of evil doers.” 

houghts, These parral’ellisms may therefore be 

“Tn our rhymed ‘translation of the I9th Peslm 
we read thus : 

*~ The fpacious firmament on high 

With all the blue etherial sky, 

And spangled heavens a shining train 

‘Prleir great original proclaim.” 

Here we notice 8. similarity in the terminating 
words, 

The Hebrew reads thus : 

* The Heavens declare the glory of God, 

The firmament showeth his handy-work, 
Day nnta day utiereth speech, * 
And night unte night showeth knowledge». 

Here we see the second line repeats the idea 
expressed by the first ; the fourth the idea of 
the third. 

This . is, the simplest form of parrallelliem. 

They undergo many changes and intricate are 

rangemen's. Just as our rhymes are aliernate 

or in triplets, or interwoven in elaborat yet re- 
gular order, so are these Hebrew parrallells or 

thyme of ideas. Woe find them arranged in 

And in the Psalm (of Aseph) 

“ Truly God is good to Israel.” 

the gim of both of which isto harmonize the a+ 
parent problems of this life with Infinite good- 

neas. 

These meditative psalins open to us the mos 
solémn and moving themes The psalm of 
Moses, the man of God is of this natare, written’ 
amid the fearful judgements dealt out on the 
pilgrims of the desert, its mournful tone shows 
its origin, and its melancholy cadence falls upon 
the ear like the solemn coll of waves upon the 
eternal shore. 

All the ** Penitential Psalms," are of this pa- 

ture. 

These are the fittest utterences for the soul of 
an in every stage of its progress through life, 

whether in doubt, sorrow, despair, ealmness, 

pleasure or glorious hope. These show us what 

the human soul has felt and still can feel, what is 
oan see of its own sinfulness, and what startling 

yet affecting revelations it can guin of its @re- 

stor, 
Again there are other Psalms wh ieh are! in- 

timately connected with great events mw the his- 

way up to Jerusalem in the annual pilgrimages, 
or in the temple on great festivals and bolideys 

with the solemn secompamment of the temple 
wervice. 
Of this nature some suppose those 

peaima to be which in our version are styled 

“ Bongs of degrees,” and in Luthers version 
“songs of the higher choir,” which are gather- 

ed in a cluster toward the ead of the collection. 
There are others however whose theme shows 
heir character among which may be mentioned | 

when they said unto me 

‘ap to the hauee of ths Lord 

‘Oh Jerusalem 
This very song was, undoubtedly sung often 

aad often by thousands of pilgrams along the 
soud that led up to the Holy city. 
The A18th may be especially recorded as 

foatal psalm, which would be sung on th 

decasions, with every musical accom: 
paniment,both in the temple and out of it. It re | 
lls all those sherp afllictions, end all “thos 

tes, or triplets, and quadruples. We find 

them amanged in the falling and ascending cli- 
max;s0d in some of the most artistic productions 

we find not only parallel! of nee, but even of 

paragraphs. To explain or even to illustrate a 

subject 0 extensive as this would of course be 

impossible in the narrow limits of a single essay. 
And yet the parrallelism will be found on 

inspection to possess the highest qualities of 
poetic arrangement. - All metre, all rhyme, ali 

alliteration, every other variety of Poetic struc 
ture is ruined by a passage into another language. 

The parallelism alone will pass unharmed. This 

poetry posses through the furnace, and too pure 

already to be further purified, it comes forth un- 
hatmed—the true gold ; "while other poetry like 
baser metal yields up its virtue in the fiery trial. 
There is no other nation which has the parallels 

except indeed the Chinese, who have ulmos 

which, * Sing ms one of the songs of Zim." gu 6 | 
wae probably sung { place at the morning and evening sacrifies every 

in évery home throughout the Jand—beginning | day. On Sabbaths and festivals they were more 

There were also songs consecrativé to ‘the 

where. Among thesé may pasticularly ba poin- 

, With these, though they eould not equs 

their sound, and of.en asked of the: 

frequently and elaborately repeated. There was 

the summons, the gathering of the priests, the 
solemn service of the sacrifice, then at the eall 

of the trumpet the Levites commenced to praise 

the Lord with music and song. 
Most of the psalms are sung by alternate sing- 
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and 47 feet broad. It is adorned with statues and 
mosaics. 

We dow push aside the heavy stuffed curtain 

suspended from the top of one of the porta's and 
enter the interior of the basilica. We pause, 

vot to be'awed by the immensity of the place, 

symmetry, and its A but 0 admire its ‘exquisite 
unequalled splendor. ‘The interior consists of a 
nave seperated from two side aisles by two rows 

of massive ‘piers, and a transept. In the side 

nisles and along the walls of the edifice sre 
chapels, eight in cumber. Phe vault of the nave 

is richly decorated with gilding and stucco orna- 
ments. Bach pier is adorned with two Corinth. 
ian pilasters, between which are two arches, each 

ing and responses. To this their parrallel struc. 
ture admirabiy adepted them. The Precentor, 

would probably chant the ‘first verse, and the 

choir respond the same idea in the second. Thus 

the thought nttered by the leader would be re- 

peated and often amplified by the others. But the 

Psalms rose in their arrangement from the sim 
pless to the most complex form. - In the more 

elaborate chaunts the services were more artifis 
cial, The Levites sang the introduction res- 

ponsively, then the leader broke forth iato geas 

eral exhortative strains responded to by a clos 
rus—after which the Levites concluded as they 

began. This was probably the way in which 
they song the 115th Psalm. 

It is a psalm composed in a time of heathen 

oppression, in the dark days of Israel, and often 

after the restoration, sung in the Temple. 

The Levite singers would begin : 

“ Not unto us Oh Lord, not unto us, 
But to thy name be sll the glory.” 

And sing responsively the conteniptuous 

satire with which the first - eight verses deé- 
nounce idolatory and idols: 

The 9th, 10th, and 11th’ verses are sung by 
the'leader and a chorus thus : 

Leader— 
“ Oh Israel Trust thou in the Lord.” 

Chorus 

“ He is their help and their shield.” 

Leader— 

" of Aaron Trust in thedsord,”. . | 
Chorus— 

“ He is their help and their shield,” 

Leader— 

“ Ye that fear the Lord trust in the Lord,” 
Chorus— 

“ He is their help aod their shield.” 

Wirich is taken up by the Levite singers ‘who 
respond : 

*“ The Lord hath been mindful of us, 
He will bless us, 
He will bless the house of [srael, 
He will bless the house of Aaron, 
Ha will bless them that fear the Lord, 
Both small and great I" 
After which the psalm ends ae it began. 

. 

For the Christian Watchman, 

RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME. 

No. xx, 

THE BASILICA OF ST. PETERS. 

The Basilica of St. Peter's is the gfatides; 
structure ever erected by man, and is a spféndid 
memorial of the genius which the pope could orc® 

command and the power which he could wield. 
The Piazzi of St. Peter's affords a spectacle 

of surprising magnificence. In front is the por- 

tico of the Basilica, on either side, in a semicir- 
cular direction, and with the portico almost sur*’ 

rounding the piazsa, is a row of collonnades. 1, 

the centre of the piazza is an Egyptian obelisk, 
nd on either side of the obelisk a fountain, 
He who approaches St, Peter's for tha first 

time views these objects with some slight disap 
pointment. They ate surpassingly boc 

not by any means so imposing as was anticip 

The perfect. symmetry of the whole makes the 
several objects less vast than thiy really are. Tt 

is only when one has repeatedly waiked around 
the piazza, and through the collonaades, and uns 

der the pediment of the baslica that hé can 

appreciate the spectacle, and regard it with ad- 
everything in their confused heap of i 

but they, Chinese like, have done but little with 
this valuable p n, and it with 

and d 

The dist b n the ex ities of the 
4d 

them only in its shiaploit form. Do we not re- 

cognige here the wise design of Providence, in 
thus plicing these precious gems in a setting, 

which neither the moth nor rust of time, nor 
the fires of the inrumerable trgnslation which 

await them, can even deface or destroy. 

He who reads the psalms attentively, and the 

other parts of the Bible alsn, will find that a 
large portion of the religious services of the 

coll and the basilica seems to be very’ 

trivial when viewed fron the farther end of the 
piazza, io reality « distance of 250 feet seperates 

them. ‘The balcony of the basilica and the en- 
tablature of the dollonnades are adorned by 
statues ir 250 number, which appear to be of the 

natural size, in reality those over the collonnades 
are twelve feet in height, those over the portico 

17 feet. The pillars of the co'lonnades seem to 
be closely set together, and of so extrasrdinary 

Hebrew, was taken up with instr 
Among them there was never a discussion 

whether their Great Creator should be praised 

on this instrumeat or that, or whether this in- 

s'zament were idolatrous or not. They sounded 
Jiu his praise everything that gave forth a wor. 

“thy sound, and not content with this called upon 

everything that had breath to praise the Lord. 
‘Prom the ether books of the Bible we have the 

names of he chief instruments in use, and from 
the paintings and Ipturea on the 

of Egypt ard other Jane, we know their shape 

and form, ‘We fiid mention. mads of cymbals, 
harps, lotes, and flutes... These were the chief 

(] . di 
music. find on app g them that a 

broad carriage road praceede through huge onl- 
umns of travertine. The ascent to the portico 

of the basilica is by = flight of steps, and ome ib 
surprised to find that the bases of the pillars of 

the portico are six feet in height. The portico 

is found tv be as vast in ite dimensions as an or- 

dinary eathedral, the colemne in front are eight 

and a half ‘feet in diameter, and ninety one feet 
in height, 
When we have thus made ourselves familiar 

with the objects which surround the piszze, we 

can admire the symmetry and beauty of all,r 

while also 1p! d by their collossal dimen 

accompaniments to vocal music. The Hebrews 

bad a ten stringed larp and a three stringed 
instrament like the guitar, besides others of fewer 

strings. They had also the trumpet and bass 
tambourine, which were used in procsssions. 

sions. The effect of the spectacle is heightened 
by a stillness only broken by the pe the 

tountains. 

Five open entrances lead into the avguitonny 

ining the colossal image of a saint. The 
walls and piers of the edifice are faced with 
plates of marble, varied with medallions and bas 

reliefs; around the walls are magnificent statues, 

and mosaics, still more beautiful and precious. 
Four huge piers, each fifty feet in diameter, snp- 

port an enormous dome, *“ the firmament of mar- 

ble.” No wonder that richness of material and 
elegance of proportion should at first attract 

attention rather than the vastness by which we 

had expested to be impressed: These splendors 

are most conspicuous, while the vast dimensions 
of the edifice are at first concealed by the perfect 

symmetry of every part, and the correspondence 
between the structare and its ornamente. The 

cherubs which hold the vase of holy water by 
the corner of the pier nearest the entrance are 

six feet high, though when we enter they appear 

to be of the natural size. The picrs, the statues, 
the mosaic pictures, all the ornaments of the 

immenee basilica are;of collossal s13~, and bar- 
with its di 

But we now proceed to examine the edifice in 

detail. As we walk up the nave, and ander the 

dome, the wolls, the chapels, the aisles, the sta~ 
tues, the piers, all seem to expand in size, and 

we feel the immensity of the place. 

We find no paintings here, but the most, cele- 
brated paintings copied in mosaic adorn the walls 

These are so admirably cxecuted that a ¢lose in- 

spection is necessary to perceive the difference 

between them and their more perishable origin- 

In the aisle on the left and near the entrance 
is the tomb of the last of the Stuarts, 8 beauti- 

ful bas relief by Canover, representing two genii, 

with torches reversed, and pensive look, guarding 
the portal of a tomb, marks the last resting 

place of the unfortunate pretenders. Opposite 
is the tomb of the wife of Charles Edward. She 

has here given to her the title of Queen of Great 

Britain, France and Ireland. In the opposite 
nave we pause to examine a pieta by Michael 
Angelo. We pass up this aisle, by monuntents 
of popes, and by superbly or d chapels 

NO. 60 
is the tomb of St. Peter. A ‘double flight of 
steps leads down to the sacred spot. Before it 
is a circular balustrade of marble from which are 
suspended I12 lamps which are ots burning 
night ond day. “Within the area is a kuseling 
swtue of Pius VI It is impossible not to feel 
awed before the spot which tradition has pointed 
out as the last resting place of the great apostle, 
more cspecially when that spot is in the centre 
of Bt. Peters, and beneath its sublime dome. 
Over the tomb of St. Peters is the high altar, 
which is enshrined by the celebrated Baldacohi 

ee——— 
80 to the altar, when afler bowing to sabh othep 
snd to the priests around, prostrating therssives 
before the altar, and crossing themselves, they ° 
returned to their seats, This was repented see 
veral times. The of he iia mA fon 
most splendid. One of the priests with inoen 1 

* goiies. thant Rosai PY & eater: 

cording to their rank ph rc yy i 
wave or two fer the people collectively. All 
this time the music is 3 This part of 

This is a vast canopy of bronze, 94 feet in height, 
and supported by four spiral columns, which are 
covered with the richest ornaments. The bronse 
for this structure was taken from the Pantheon. 
We look up into the vast dome overhead and 

at every instant it grows upon us. No language 
can adequately describe the effect produced by 
this sublime spectacle, Four piers each fifty 

the ceretnony, the sweet smelling incense as- 
cending on high, the splendid voloes of the sing- 
ers uniting with the powerful tones of the axgan, 
is really very ng to the Px t and 
doubtless very edifying to the Catholic. 

Upon entering the Dome we first went to the 
lower gallery which runs round its base, sad now 

we could form a correct conception of the vast 
sige of this werial temple. Above is she dome, 

feet in diameter support this stupend struos 
ture. On the spandrils of the enormous arches 
which arise from these piers are the four evan- 

gelists in mossic. Some idea of the immensity 

of the dome may be formed when we state that 
the pier which St. Mark holds in his hand is 
over six feet in length, 

Oa the frieze which runs around the circum. 
ference of the dome at its base 1s the following 

inseription : - The letters of which are six feet in 

length, TV. ES. PECRVS. ET. SUPER. 
HANC. PETRAM. AEDIFICABO® ECCLE- 
SIAM. MEAM. ET. TIBL DABO. CLAVES. 
REGNIL COELORUM, Above numerous mo- 
saics and stucco2s which represent the Saviour, 
the Virgin, and Saints—and adorn ‘he concave 

of the dome is a fresco of the Almighty. This re- 
presentation of the Deity" fills the ceiling of the 
lantern which surmounts the dvme. The best 

notice of this dome with which we have met is by 
Forsyth, * The Cupola” says he, “ is glorious 

viewed in its design, its attitade or even ite de- 
corations—viewgd as a whale or as a part it ens 
chants the eye, ibgatisfies the taste, it expands 
the soul: The very air seems to eat up all that 

is harsh or golossal,\ and leaves us nothing but 
the sublime to feast \on—a sublime peculiar as 
the genius of the i architect aad compre- 
hensible only on the spot. 

We visit the Basilica tepeatedly. One never 
wearies in this sublime eles Ateach glance 

something new strikes the, eye, to delight or to 
impress tho” imagination. The lofty nave with 
its piers and their colossal inntmtes—the tomb of 
the apostle with its lamps were burning—the 

bigh altar with 1ts vast canopy of bronse—the 
glitter of gold—mosaic and marble which cover 

the interior of the vast structure—above all the 
glorious dome overhead, constitute the grandest 
p le in the world. 

and turn into the right transept, here we find 
the magnificent tomb of Clement XIII by Canoe 

ver. The monument is surmounted by a kneel. 

ing statue of the pope. Beneath him ere two 
lions, one awake, the other asleep. Beside the 

latter is a statue, the genws of death, with his 

torch reversed. This statue is the best in St. 
Peter's, and one of the finest in the world. 

We linger near this masterpiece of art, and 

then move on towards the tribune, Here is the 
celebrated chair of St. Peter, the identical chair 

in which Peter officiated (!) It is enclosed in a 

throne of bronze which is supported by four 

bronze statues represenyng the evangelists. 
We cannot particularize at length the orna- 

ments of the Basilica. We seem to be ina 
museum of art, where statues, presc: e:, mosaics, 
and elaborate carvings meet thie eye every where, 
all beautiful in themselves and serving to set off 
to greater advantage the vast expanses of glitters 

ing white marble which covers the whole interior. 

We bave noticed above the statues which chiefly 
attracted our attention. 

Of the spacious chapels which line the walls 

on either hand the most superb is Jihe Capel, 
8. 8B. Sacramento, This is an ornament even to 

St. Peter's. It is adorned with precious marbles, 
mosaics and frescoes. In front of the altar is a 
tabernacle of lapis lazuli and bronze gilt, very 

splendid. This chapel contains the tombs of 

several of the most eminent of the popes, and 
here lies the dust of Gregory Nazianzeo. 

Beside one of the piers which support the 
dome is the celebrated iron statue of St Peter ; 
es a work of art it is very ordinary, but as an 

object of worship held" in reverence extraors 

dinary. Some say that it is an old statue 
of Jupiter consecrated into a St. Peter, others 

s1y that it is a work of the dark ages. However, 

it is an image at which Protestants wonder, and 
which Catholics adore. The big toe of the right 

foot has been worn away by the lips and sleeves 
of its votarics. The proeees of kissing the big 
toe of the iron idol 1s this, you approach the 

image, you rub the toe, or the place where the 

toe ought to be, with your right sleeve, you then 
kiss the afore meationed place, then rub it again 

and retire. We can describe the process thus at 
length for not only did we see this wise and pro- 

fitable ceremony performed, but we also went 
through thé Gperation and succeeded in doing eo 
with_edifying gravity. Should the editor of the 

“But lo! the dome the vast and wondrous dome! 
To which Diana’s marvel was a cell 
Christ's mighty shrine above his martyr's tomb, 
I have beheld the Ephesian’s miracle, 
Its columns strew the wilderness, and dwell 
The hyena and the jackal in their ehade 
I have beheld Sophia's high roofs swell 
Their gliserne mass in the sun, and have sur. 

vey 
Its sauctuary, the while the usurping Moslem 

pray'd. 

¢ But thou of temples old, or altars new 
Standest alone with nothing like to thee, 
Worthiest of (3od, the holy and the true 
Since Zion's desolation, when that he 
Forsook his former city, What could be 
of nbz structures in his honor piled, 
Of a sublimer sspect, Majesty, 
Power, Glory, Rtrongts, and Beauty, all are 

aisled, 
In this eternal ark of worship undefiled, 

Thou movest but increasing with the advance, 
Like climbing some great Alp which sill doth 

rise, 
Deceived by its gigantic elegance ; 
Vastness which grows, but grows: to harmonize, 
All musical in its immensities ; 3 
Rich bles, richer paiatings ; 

flam 
The lam, of d and haughty dome, which vies 
In air, ith sarin oxi. rami though 

their frame 
Be on the firm set ground, and this the elouds 

must claim ! 

het: where 

* Thou seest not oll; but piecemeal thou must 
break, 

To seperate contemplation the great whole, 
And as the ocean many bays will make, 
That asks the eye—so here condense thy soul 
To more immediate objects, and control 
Thy thoughts umil thy mind hath got by heart 
Its eloquent proportions, and unroll 
Its mighty graduations part by part 
The glory, which at once upon them did not 

art.” 
The ascent to the dome by cordoni is quite easy. 

The top of the cathedral is covered with slabs of 

travertine, and appears more like the pavement 

of a street than the rool of an edifice. The lans 
terns of the side domes: which were not visible 
from the piazaa below mow appear twenty or 

thirty feet in height. 
We visited the Basilica every Sunday afters 

noon for several months. The ceremonies sre 
imposing and the music delightfal. Along the 
sides of one of the chapels were priests in differ- 

ent robes, some of them trimmed with ermine, In 
front of them were the choristérs, boys from 

Freeman ever feel inclined to assail the Watch 

et him remember that one of its contribators has 
been sprinkled with holy water many a time, came 

very near seeing the pope's toe kissed and en. 
joyed the regeption of a blessing from that holy 
man, and is wow eutitled to all the indulgence 
which the church provides for those who salote 

the toe of the above mentioned iron image. 
vestibule, which is 439 feet long, 60 feet high 

four up to f years of age, robed in white, 
Before the altar were a number of priests splene 

broidery. Ope of those pricats. would vise from 
his seat an} from n large book upon a splendid 
stand would chaunt a few words, then the priests 
and choristers would respond. Then the singe 
ers and the organ would conclude that part. 

Tmomediately beneath the centre of the dome Three of the priests in the rich robes would then. 

b h the nave of the church, in which the 
statutes apper in their natural size,and the people 

walking up and down look like pigmies. The moe 
saics around the base of the dome which from the 
nave appear to be quite fine, are now found to 
be coarse and rough. This is quite & whispere 
ing gallery. The slightest whisper being hésrd 
reross the Dome. When we have ascended to the 
top end look down, the sight is absolutely 
terrific. From the platforas of the lantern there 

is a very extensive view, After looking around 
here for a short time we ascend into the ball 
which is nine feet in diameter, and will contain 

ten or twelve persons. A. 

THE JESUIT REFORMER. 
A kingdom divided against itself is brought to 

desolation ; a hovee divided against itself cane 

not stand. Darker dangers are gathering around 
the Papacy than Protestant arguments or patriot 
swords. The kingdom is rent from within, snd 
unless a new policy be adopted inthe councils of 
the Vatican, & policy in harmony with the ine 
telligent convictions of the more liberal and far- 
seeing members of the Roman Communion, the 

bursts like an air bubble, to be reconstructed no 

| mote for ever, “Tn the interests of truth, that is, 
for the broad human interests, this is probably 
the consummation devoutely to be wished. A re- 
formation of the Roman Church, which should 

leave its spiritual power intact, would. be. a very 
Questionable benefit’ to mankind, The thing 
chiefly to be desired is that the intelligence and 
earnestness of her members should furn. from 
Christ's Vicar wo Christ Himself, and consult 
His Word as the standard of religious truth. 
Whatever tends to drive true-hearted religious 
men out of her commynion, is ministering, though 

it may be by stormy methods, to the pr and 
progress of society, 

And there is good reason to expect that this 
may be the issue of the movement within the 
bosom of the Roman Catholic Church, which 
Europe is beginning to watch with keen interest; 

and which seems destined to bear very remark- 
able fruits. The obstinacy and obtdseness of 
the Roman conclave has begome invetgrate. As 
with the Sanhedrim in the lifetime of our Lord, 
it has become blind, utterly blind, to the signs of 

the times. There is no blindness like that of a 
long dominant hierarchy. And it is wisely. ap- 
pointed that it should be so. It is o' judicial 
sentence on the most deadiy of all tyranny, and 

secures that at last it shall be broken up and 

cast out to perish. Aun essentially vicious systens 
which just reform itself in time to escape ‘des- 
truction, and so far alone as is imperatively 
necessary, isa fearful incubus on men. Nothing 
s0 vicious as the Papacy has ever, on a grand 

scale, reformed itself. Men have attempted the 
work of reformation of such systems, but, after 

desperate struggles, have had to gave it up in 
despair. Luther would have had the Pope re- 
form himself, and came sadly, and after long 
struggles, to the belief that he was Antichrist § 

and Father Passaglia, Jesuit though he be, is eme 

barked ona course which may e¢onduct him, 
despite himself, to the same conviction ere long. 

It would be a great mistake to confound 
Passaglia with the class of turbulent and demos 
eratic priests, who from time to time disturb, by 

la to the passions of the populace, the dream PP 
| of security in which the Papacy loves to indulge: 

"These have their mission, and there is enough in 

the abomination and hoprors of the system to 

didly arrayed, in white satio, stiff with gold em- | 

lend terrible point to the denunciations and 
anathemas with which clever orators can excite a 

sympathetic audience, and keep the sentiment of 
hatred to the Papal tyranny alive even in Catholis 
Europe. But Passaglia is a man of another class 
entirely. He is a scholar, and writes for scholars] 
He has little enough in gommon with Anti-Ps 
orators and pamphleteers. It is to the statesmen 
and the higher clergy ia Europe that he 
himself ; he seeks to touch the springs be. pa 
move Governments, secular and spiritual, to 

solve o perplexed problem, without distarbing. 

the balance and order of po Ask Somber 
his words will have weigh enemy 
still less asa seeking to kindle strife, 
ple ry ods ger lover of the 
Papsey, 8 firm believer in the spiritual pretensions 

bof the Roman Churoh, a reformer who seeks to 
establish her power ny x —-— sod ap 
basis, that he claim 10. 
He is descrived as a man singularly calm and 

meditative in deportmeot and, and, habit—a ¥ 

in i pc i i SEE 


