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“Phus the weakness of the coustry made i® 
liable te toréign invasion, but there was another 
cause, and perhaps a-wore powerful one. The 
wars of the Dutch and Portuguese bad taught 

4 thé important focf that Wo mative 

Tadiat-drady, bowevel numer their 

fmpettious, but utterly destitute of thie frin Herve, 
cool ¢ouragd, and indomitable perseverance of 

their invaders. Numbers became as nothing, 

Sand their myriads of soldiers, with all their long 

trains, of artillery, countless cavalry, and mon- 

strous eléphants, when brought aginst Eure- 
peatisj bieauie merely as a field of grass before a 

rushing fire, 
It was therefore amid such, circumstances as 

§ these that in the year 1600 the East India Com- 

| pany obtained ‘its ‘charter. * India had long at- 

tracted the attention of England. "The adven- 

* turers of other countries were viewed with a jea- 
2 "Claus eye. and the English Company became 

* “popular with themation. “At first ig operations 

were confined to trade, but 40 yesTs later a fac- 

tory was. established at Madras. Herp a large 

trafic sprung up, wealth poured in upon the 

Coinpany; ‘and ‘gradually o' great city grew up 

around the modest trading ‘station. Similar ef 

tablishments. soon. followed, the chief of which 

were Bombay and Caleutta. 4 

But the French, the eternal rivale of the Eng- 

lish, were not idle, nai were they willing thus to 

allow themselves to be. left behind. 50 years 

after the English Company was formed, the 

French organized a similar one. Beginning their 

operations with characteristic vigor, station after 

station wes founded, the chief of which was 

Pondicherry, s. 

Now the great scenes in modern Indian His- 

tory began to unfold" themselves under the’im- 

pulse of the fierce hostility of these two great 

© nations, thus brought face to face together upon 

. a foreign shore, 

. The French leaders were uncommon men, and 

felt far more than their English opponents the 

) importance of their situation. First we see La- 

bordonnais, {hie Governor of Mauritius, who, s¢e- 

ing the obstacle which the English were to the 

¥ French, engaged in a series of hostile acts against 

them, which ended in the capture of Madras and 

the surrender of the English gorrison. 

Scarcely had the English regained possession 

of this important station when they found greater 

dangers menacing them from the ambitious de« 

signs of the Governor « f Pondicherry—Dupeix. 

This man was one of the most remarkable of his 

age. Placed by circumstances as representative of 

France in Indi, his genius showed here how he 

could anake the best of his situation, "In think: 

ing upon the sta’e of Indian affairs his daring 

Emind conceived a stupendous design. He thaught 

it not impossible to rear upon the ruirs of sur- 

ounding monarchies, a new government more 

powerful, magpificent and durable, than any be- 

ore—all that Cortes had accomplished in Mexico, 

“or Pizarro in Rome, he believed himself capable 
of equalling or surpassing in India. 

Circumstances fayored him. It happened that 

‘ane of the many Monarchs of India, the Ruler 

of the Carnatic, died sbout this time,leaving his 

throne the subject, of dispute between his own 

sop Nadir, and a distant relative, Mustapha. The 

+datter applied to the French for assistance in his 

I @imbitious designs, pronising them immense re- 

wards in case - of success. Dupleix! eagerly 

grasped the -opportumity. The French joined 

Magte pha, and 2Buropean discipline ;gave new 

life to the army with-which they were allied. + 

Nadir, was every where defeated ; Mustapha was 

every where triumphant, and taking possession 
“of thé throne, raised Dupleix to the most exalted 

fafk.- Fora manlike Dupleix to be so elevated 
was the same-thing as being king himself. His 

i { His power and influence 
greater still,” The French. by ond bound Rid in 

“a short space of time shot immeasurably in a 
vance of the English; who, humble, «pp: 
 wesls; and despised by the natives, bebeld the 

‘fate Governor of Pondicherry now absolute ruler aver.30 milliohs of people ; and their rivals at 
he sleky suniiit of prosperity. Before such an 

| bout 10 set forever. ! 
“Tlie Frénch were now: successfully besieging 

in Trichonopoly, the defeated Monarch, for 

whom théfe séemed tio suécess] no hope. The 

English, faint ed and desponding, seemed 
to exist only at the pleasure of Dupleix. But at 
this crisis. in, thEiF affairs, where but a small 

\chance secmed to save them from total destruc- 

. “ tion, there suddenly appeared & man who was, 
“destined to change thé whole face of Eastern 
history, atl place’ in ‘the grasp of Bugland: her, 

mighty Indian Empire. - He had been a common 
«1: nlenk at Madras, but a marvellous milita r gening 
. Whichiiasure had given him had alm 

hl itself ‘on several “occasions, and now, fe 

* opportunity of shewing forth in all its fulle 
H 

ei the increase of the Jompany’s revenue. 

d glory the aun of the Englich seemed 

“ed ty Arcot, the eapital of the Province, of which 
he took, immediate possession, At this pnex- 

‘ pected hardihood of the English, the French and 

their native alli-s were al] alike amazed. The 

siege of ‘Tyichonopely was rai<ed, and the be- 

 siegers, marking to Arcct, closely invested the 

iplace, Soon fen thousand men surrounded the 

lithe garrieon on every side, threatening fo an: 
pibi'ate th m. But they little knew the courage 

{and aesolution of this small band. The walls 

'were old #nd moylderirg ; protisi-ns and am- 

munition were alko scarce, but the ganison held 

0, t 

those within, and growing strength to those with= 
out. Fioal'y, on one of the greatest of Mahom- 

medan festival days the besieging army, incited 

to maduess by rage, fanaticism, and strong drink, 

‘made a grand assault, There was a terrific on- 

set, a firrce confl'er, a dreadful carnage; but 

nuinbers, fury, rage, fanaticism, madness, all 

were powerless against the stern courage and 

cool discipline of the her ic garrison under such 

a commander. | The besiegers were repuled, 

ard on the f lowing day fled from befor2 the 

walls of Arcot, 
The defence of Arcot was one of the most 

important events in Tadian History, and proved 

the turping joint in England's fortunes. ' Ad- 

vancing from that time, they went forward f r- 

ever in a caveer of conguests from which there 

has been no abatement. 

Dupleix, with the tide of fortune setting strang- 

ly agains’ him, stil struggled and toiled inces- 

santly, He plotted and contrived in every pus- 

sible ‘way, and with wond-rful energy, endea- 

voring to’ regain the past. But he was brought 

inth antagonism with a min, who to enaning and 

foresight as profound ss hia ovn, unfted the 

greatest personal courage and the most consum- 

mate military genius. Under such circumstances 

the contest epuld not long be doubtful. After 

lpug upho ding the name and Torinnes of France 

with immense energy against the innumerable 

misfor tones that now gethered round him ; afier 

behvlding all his'éforts’ fruitless, and one by one 

the French fortresses falling into English'power ; 

after. seeing the utter ruin. of all the brilliant 

plans which once had filled his soul ; the ambi- 

J tions Frenchman, % ith indiseribable grief, yield- 

ed ‘to fate, and departed from Indis, leaving the 

English to complete their conquest. 3 

Phus the English were roused to action, and 

dfteria brief struggle destroyed forever the den- 

gerous rivalry of France. Their power first 

arose in Madras. But it was reserved for another 

part of India to afford the oppertunity of an ad- 

vance to universal dominion, Their first efforts 

had ‘placed ‘the Carnatic ‘completely in their 

phwer, «After so great an achievement, the 

English 100k’ a short: breathing space, during 

which Clive visi'ed Bagland and came back again. 

But thérest'into which they had sunk was ter.i- 

| bly interrupted, s 
The Brglith had no idea of the grandeur of 

their destiny.’ The attaiiment of such unexpec - 

ed power over the Carnatee was wonderous in 
{heir eyes. ~Contént ‘with this they would will- 

ingly have sunk down in eelf-satisfaction, de 

voting ‘themselves to the securing of their in- 

fluence in their immediate neighbourhood; and 
But 

they weié not allowed tostop. The irresistible 

power of Divine Providende which: had already 
given them & foothold here, roused them, and 

hurled them upon’ Bengal 
This'was the 1ichest and most fertile Proviace 

in the country. Oppressed heneath the weak and 
unotterably corrupt Surajuh.Dowlah, Bengal 

knew in its worst and most aggravated form the 

botrors-ofariental despotiem. The English who 

kept the Factory at Ca'cutta were peaceful trode 

ers who had none of the stern experiences which 

Bud: fuller to theireountrymen)io Madras. Fear- 

{ful of the result of ‘French hostility these men 

had recently erected sti defences around 

there factory: ' Bat Surajah-Dowlah who imagin- 
ed that the English Factory was filled with trea- 

sures of gold, had for some time viewed it with 

a longing eye, eager for{such unusual spoil: It 
wife thatefore ‘with uncommon pleasure that he 
Viewrd ths conduet, and underthe pretext that 
the English hd broken theiritrea’ y, he marched 

ba affalibt then with a powerful army. © Atsuch a 
formidable foe the English: were overwhelmed 
with fear ; the governor fled; the commandant 

followed thie fort was taken without any. trou- 
ble. - “Phe Indian Monarch entered, had a short 
iwterviewwith the prisoners, and then left them 
3'theé inercy of his guaids. 3 

Then ‘Wis ‘committed‘a deed which was one of 
the most memorable in its character nnd results 

of all that Have pecusred in the world's History. 
It is impossible for dng'td get a conception of 
the intense heat of Bengal during the hottest 
season of the year=so close, so stifling that 

Europeans can scarce exist. There was in the 

fortress & small room some 20 feet kquare, close, 

dry, and hot. Into this the wretched ‘prisoners 

were rudely thrust by their guards. Think first 

of the intense heat of the open ‘bir, and then 
imagine if you can the horrors of this élode dun~ 

! om, Yet into this they were thrust. ‘Crowded’ 

ge ber, sa that they could scarcely’ move, to 

the ber of one dred “dnd sixty, ‘Withoat 

Iant Clive who«first. dared to propose a scheme 

for Jafs deliverence. . This.offer. to strike a blow 

in his favor, was joyfully accepted. Taking, 

therefore, a small band of 500 men, Clive march- 

air, without light, the door was locked upon 

them, and they were 1eff1o their fate. “At first 

the intense heat oppressed ‘them, they moved 

samiacibly, ies pressed together more wild- 
ly, they s ed fiercely, and at last thoy fooght 

on smid ever |’ 

was the only window. Then the torments of 

thirst was added, and thé eonvulsive struggles 

within became mote terrible. Clinging t0/ the’ 

fie "drop = une drop of waer.: And: thieny 

4 

like furi us find mien for the little grates whieh] | 18 

bars they implored the guards to give them bull, ’ 

writhing, struggling, fighting lke wild beas'sy}, 

enduring the uw most tortures of suffocation; heat|; ‘ 

and thirst, they passed the night. The  howrk| p 
He! 8 
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Xo others who agein were similarly joined 

«The circle would enlarge :~<hund:eds 

libusands w.uld: ‘spring up. in ‘all parts of 
rld—a vast fraternity bound by the same 

pend labosding for the same end. At last 

Be glance he would grasp the whole Roman 
eh, centred at Rome, and radiating thence 

ead over eviry land and every shore, im- 

pi cficoptrl. boundless in ambition; insa- 

“in que Se. witli the Vatican. We 

ot 

rolled on to them like an eternity. G ly 

the noise of their'straggles, the eties, and groans 
wak bushed. It was'the hush of death. When 

0 or. 
corpses of the dead before they eduld save the 
handfil of the living. Out of 166 but 25 escap- 

éd; came forth’ more ‘like corpses thin living | 

meén from among the bleached bodies of the | 

dead. 
The news spread with the rapidity of lighten: 

ing through Tudia, rousing every English heart 

to a frenzy of excitement, and filling every breast 
{with a burding thurst for vengence. “A few 
| year. ago and we could have sought in vain for 

a parallel case of arroeions praelly followed by 

! deepavenying wrath, - But now whenour Fearts 

vet burn” within'us at the recollection of Cawn- 
| pore wefean understand the feelings which filled 

| the national mind, as the terrible story rang 

trough the Empire. 
| Fo be Continued. 

For the Christisn Watchman, 

Art in Rome. 
The Church of Rome is mos’ powerful in some | 

respects at its centre. Not m religion direct'y 

but in those things wh ch she assdiciates with re- 

ligion. © The art wni h finds 1ts chief sat 10 
Rome hae been blended with Religion, and ex- 

erts a powerful influence aver the minds of many 
who become converts to the Romish faith. They 

err who think that art merely gratifies the taste. 

Let us not misunderstand the nuture of its rule. 
Att is a great power among wen. By working 

upon human sympathy it directly i fluences the 

heart and seldom fails to exeit» emotions simi- 
lar to these which it repreeents. The display of 

sorrow and suffering excites pity ; the portrayal 

of energy ‘and migit awakens admiration. ‘A 

thing ot beauty is a joy forever,’ and Art which 
revels above all amid scenes of beauty, and ga- 

thers chiefly around her what is beautiful, is a 
perpetual pleasur~, and as such exerts a perpe- 
tual influence. Ii is allied to Poetry. Born, 

nurtured, and cultivated in the same way, it pro- 

duces the same effect, and if the poetry of a na: 
tion is a rival to its laws ; so.1he Art of a pation 

is a rival tots poetry. 
tle who without bitterness or prejudice of 

any kind looks upon that rc ligion of which Rome 

is the centre cannot fail to remark its intimate 

association with Are; Architecture, Paintings 

Sculpurg, Music, all are cultivated inthe Church 

of Rome. ‘T'he priests delight in" it. Trained 

to love it, associating with iu dai'y, ‘blending it 

ever with their most sacved thoughs, if an ar- 

tist's instinct be not - inborr, the priest at Rome 

learns to value Art by force of his education. 

IFT go to» Rome I see this influence around 
me. I walk into St. P{er's. © Prepared though) 

T'am by thé glori ds ‘¢ollonnade and" véstibuley 
for the inner splendor, I scarce step within than 

I am overcome by the'magnificent spectacle. 1 
wilk ‘over its pavenient of precious marbles. | 

view the walls gleaming with gold; 1 look far 

upward intothe vaulted nave; I glance into the 
side chapels, rich with the congregated wealth of’ 

ages ; around the mosaic picturer, I linger long; 

and I stand entranced before the lomb of that 
Pope to whom ihe genius of Capova has reared a 

monument of immortal glory; then pausing on 
my way out, | stand beneath the dome whose 

vast concave overhangs four hundred feet above, 

I hear the strains of glorious nusic, they come 

pealing down the long aisles ; they roll past me 

farther onward to raise responsive echocs in the 
distant recesses ;, they, sweep, upward into the 

stupendous vault, dying away in long reverbera- 
sions, to descend. again like a voice, fr Hea- 

ven, upon: those below. The worshipper before 

the alia stops to eateh the sound; and yonder 
poor widow on her knees looks up awe struck, 

| and listening. 
‘Now. all this is the influence of Art! AsTstand 

there it is not of Heaven that 1 think, cr of the 
Deity, or of God sending. his only begotten Son 

to.die for. man. The worshippers around scarce 

think: of, the Virgin, = The influence that overs 
powers us all, thet hushes us all into one common 

| 

| 

pdr 

mood of reverent attenuipn is. that of all the 

highest powers of Art combined into unity be- 

wrath the roof of this most glorious of temples. 

Retain this music, this sculpture, these puint- 

ings, and you shall. aot know any difference inl 

the resulting emotions, though Buddh or Maho- 

met should worship here, or Protestantism hold| 

servige around you. 

Art, forsaking theelder shore of the Tiber, has 

passed tothe opposite s1d2 and reared there the 

noblést iondments. To name: the Vatican fhil, 
fe'to call up before us that wonderful palace as- 

sociated with all'the: might of mcdera Rome. A 

stranger ina distant land may ofieninotice some 
unpretending priest. Were ‘he igorant of the 

forees that move mankind, he might imagine this 
obscure man like: many athiers of his class to be 
but’one of a feeble brotherhood: But were he 

better informed he would see differently, He 

would see this nian ¢d with a_spiritual v 

je the door way and stand within the first 
mile, and the arched galleries of the stic- 

Sfround 08. Yet this ia but the 

ram 

carpeting of the earth, the rich or delicate colors, 

and ‘the delicious fragrance of the flowers, the 

forms of beauty or suhlimiiy in the vale, the 

plain, the moun‘aiu, or the ses, are all to.gratify 
the senses. - The golden light, the refreshing 
shower; the glistening dew, the fruitful field, the 

cattie upon a thousand hills, ail are good and per- 
fect gifis, and proclaim the beseficence of. the 

Deity: Morring esmes like-vestal virgin, so sweet 
and so pure, like the angel of the, resurrcetion, 

waking tha sleeper, summoning him to bis dut es 
and his pleasures. The full orbed day, emblem 

of a beneficent providence, presents to all carth- 
@ pass on” 16 dhers 

L e proceea to y 

rangle after Quadrangle ;—Mass aft r Muss :— 

Palace after Palace ; Galleries a thousand feét in 

length.—*Vastners which grows but grows to 
ha‘momize ;” we are bewildered By the astonish 

inglextent, and when our weary feet agiin cross 
the threshold we are mute. It it be the highest 

purpose of ‘art to er.dow materizl forms with life 

and exjiréssion, then surely she triumphs here. 

In this Palace, which, standing here, looks forth 

upon’ the centre of ancient history, spreading far 

away from its starting point—all grasping,b und- 

legs/—can we not see a faithful image of the Re- 

mish Church whose p wer 15 centred in this hill, 

whith likewise looks forth from thence across the 
s'ream of the past, upon the wrecks of e'der 

creeds, over which she now towers aloft; and 

whire she too s'r tches away her 1l'imitalle ex« 

tnt endeavouring o foree her bal ful influence to 

Modis ends of the earth. C. 

| For the Christian Wat-hman. 

The Teachings 
| Bible. 
The works of God all r veal their author. 

“ For the invisible things of him from the crea- 
tign of the world are clearly seen, being under- 

7 by the things that are made, even his eter- 
na) powernnd Godhead.” But the Word of God 

refea's more distinctly the existence and charac- 
tet and operations of the great Joh vah. 

|* The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork.” . The 
visible  ereation is a trmple, in which the great 

Spirit manifests his presence ; a temple in which 

hisjworks all praise him. Laok up and behold 

the sublime cauopy of wther, a dome of glory, 

raditnt_with the bright bea ns of the sun, more 
solemnly magnificent with myriads of stars. 
Look around, and how many monuments of the 

Almighty appear. The radiant plains, the ever- 

lasting bills, the ocean, now unruffled, and now 

tossing its mountainous waves, far within the 
dome of heaven ; these, better than the painting 

or the s:ulpture, teach us of God. Listen, and 

how many voices praise him. Tue gurgling of 
the rivulet, the murmurs of the breeze, the melo- 
dy of the field and the grove—how sweetly all 
these hymn of the glory of their Creatcr, Yet, 

mightier voices bave their anthem to repeat. 

The raring cataract, the rattling thunder, the 

raging tempest, all proclaim, ** The Fa her of an 
infinite Majesty.” 

But how much more clearly, with how much 

more power do the Scriptures proclaim the glory 

of God! * He spoke and it was done, he com- 
mandel and it stood still,” “ The earth shook 
and tr:mbled, the foundations also of the hills 

were woved becanse he was wroth; then the 
channels ol the waters were seen and the foun- 

dations of the world were discovered, at thy re- 
buke, 0 Lord, at the blast of the breath of thy 

nostrils. He stood and measured the earth : he 

beheld ind cloye assunder the nations ; and the 

everlising mountains were scattered, The 

CORT saw thee and they trembled: the 
loverfloving of the waters passed by. The deep 

uttered his voice and lifted up his hands on 

high” 
| The teachings of nature may not be apprehend- 
ko the teachings of the Bible arc not to ke mis- 

ndestood. The impressions wrich nature 

makes are easily erased ; the impressions which 
the Hible makes remain forever. The child, 
with his Bible, knows more of the glorious God 

than the wisest of the heathen, who have sought 
to know him from his works. 

Respecting the moral attributes of God, the 
teachings of nature are not to be despised, though 
‘her voioe is less clear than when she proclams 

his infinite power and wisdom. 

Nature teaches us that God is not well plens- 
¢d by violation of big laws ; nay, that he inevi 

tably punishes those who disobey them. She 
carries us to the jail, the poor-house, the hospi- 

tal ; she points to the beggar, and the criminal, 

and teaches that overty, disease, the anger of 
man, and the remorse of conscience are visited 

upon the lawless and the disobedient; or she 

points to the world’s history, to Babylon, 
to Rome, and tells us how a juet God visits the, 

sins of nations upon evil doers. 

But the Bible teaches us that sin is the abomi- 

nable thing that God hates. ~ It proclaims that 

¢ the‘soul that sinneth it shall die.” It carries 
us to an unseen world, where ihe worm never 

dies, where the fire is not quenched, whence the 
smok= of torment ascends forever and forever. 

Nay more, the Bible carries us to the eross, and 

as it points to God's ewa Son, expiring in the 
most excruciating agony, it reveals all that man 

can comprehend of the holiness and justice of 

the Deity. p 
The goodness of God; his care of his ercatnres, 

snd especially of man, appear conspicuously, as 

we open our eyes and look around, The verdant 

of Nature and of the! 

ly and hily saint, "bids men 

removes all mental distruction and invites him 
to reflecrion, to sfudy, or to repose. Night, so- 

jemn and stern, is none the le<s a minister of the 

goodness of God. She infuses strength in the 
weary, and dries up,for a tim= at least, the tears 

of the mourner. The mant!> of darkness, which 

she spreads; over half the globe, is not less ne- 

cessary to the well being of its inhabitants, than 
the golden beams which.the day gives to the 
world. 

Na'we has an eloquent voice, and with all 
her ministers and agents she sings to the pruise 

ofa good God. The tones as they fall upon the 

ear, check the scoff of the seeptic, und the blas- 

ph-my of the atheist, and compel them at times 
to an unconscious worship ot the- beneficent 
Creator. 

! voices which come from the Holy Oracle. “The 

{ Lord is ny shepherd, | shall not want. He mak- 
eth me to lie down in green pastures, he leadeth 

me beside the still water-, And the good shep- 

herd himself hath spoken words if possible stil 

sweeter, “Consider jhe Llies how they grow, they 

toil not, neither do they spin, and yet I say unto 
you that Solomon in all his glory was not ar- 

rayed like one of these, Wherefore if God so 
clothe the grass of the field which to day is, and 

to-morrow is cast into the oven, how much more 

shall he clothe you. * Seek first the kingdom of 

heavenand its righteousness, and all these things 
shall bie added unta you,” “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden and I will give 

you rest,” 

Thus far nature and revelation, thongh with 
unequal power, proclaim that God is good. But 

there is a depth of divine love, respecting which 

nature is dumb, “ God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lusting life.” A glorious Saviour, and a great sa!- 
vation, are presented to us that we way truly say 

Abba Father.” The Scriptures, not content with 

the revelation of a deliverence from sin and 
death, announce a holiness, and a heaven, begun 

here, consummated in the world to come. We 

can take an upward flight, above all the stars, 

and ascend to the city of our God, The anthem 
of praise, echoing through the golden arches of 

heaven, the many mansions prepared for the re~ 
deemed, the unveiled glories of the great Redes 

mer himself, all proclaim that God is love. 

A.B.C. 

ron 

d from the G + for the Chri:tan 
> - Watchman, 

Death and Sleep---A parable. 
Death and slecp, the angel of slumber andthe 

angel of death, in fraternal embrace wandered 
uver the earih. It was evening. They reclined 

upon a hill not far from the dwellings of men.— 

A melancholy stillness reigneil all round, and the 
evening bell inthe distant village, had ceased 

to sound, 
Still and silent as their manner 1s, the two be- 

nevolent genii of humanity sat in intimate em= 

brace. 
Then arose the angel of slumber from his mos- 

sy couch, and strewed with noisless hand the 
invisible seeds of slumber. The evening wind 

carried them to the silent dwellings of the weary 
hucbandmen. Now sweet sleep enfolded in its 

arms the inhabitants of the rural cottage, from 

the grey headed man leaning on his staff, down 
to the suckling i#'the cradle. “The sick ' man 

forgot his pains, the mourner his grief, and the 

poor his cares, every ey was closed. 
Now, after this task was ended, the benevo- 

lent genins laid Inmself down beside his sterner 

brother. *“ When the morning dawn approach- 

his friend and benefactor. Oh what joy to do 

good, unseen and seeretly. ‘How happy are we 

invisible messengers of the Goud Spirit. How 

beautiful our silent ealling.” 
So spake the friendly angel of slumber—the 

angel of death regarded him with silent sadness, 

and a tear such as the immortals shed stoed 1n 
his great dark eye. : 

“Alas,” said he, “that I cannot like you re- 
joice in joyful thanks ; the world ever eails me 

itsenemy and the disturber of its joys.” “Oh 

my brother,” said the angel of sleep, will not the 
good map at his awakening—recognize thee as 

his friend, and gratefully bless thee, Are we 

not brothers and messengers of our father?” 

So spake be; then gleamed the eye of the 

angel of death, and the brotherly genii embraced 
each other tenderly, 

KRUMMACHER. 

For the Christian Watchman. 

The Baptism of Jesus. 
Jesus had reached the mature age of thirty 

years. He was about to lead a new life. He 

was to emerge from the privacy in which 

But louder, clearer, sweeter, are the | 

ed” said he “(then the world will'praise wie as, 

h: had lived, to Tabor publicly add actives 
ly Tor the welfare of men and the glory of 
God." An exhiduion of virtue, purity, and 

| holiness were to be made to the world, suchas it 
had never seen before. 

John the Baptist was now by the river Jordan, 

busily engaged in *b¢ fulfilment of bis missioh, 
and e rn-étly directing the attention of his 

hearers to the exprefed Messiah. It is true, be 
said, I baptis», and for the temibsion of sis, but 

one °s on his way, who is mightier for than I, so 

great is he that I am not worthy ‘to be his  me- 
r m for him the most humble 

forgiveness of ‘sins past’; b 
and everlasting purification of the soul. "My ba| 

tism 1s only in water—a sign of emission ; His 
baptism brings the mighty energy of thé' Holy 

Spirit .and his own superhuman woes, for the 

complete salvation of the sinner. T'am but & 
pre~cher ; he will be = mighty moraneli, Evew 

now the winnowing instrument ‘in his hand, to 
sift and winnew the people; the righteous hewill 
rather to his own garfier above ; the wicked he 
wiil burn-with quenehiléss fire. 

Jesus had left the towin of ‘Nazareth, and 

travell~d on foot -and ‘alone, the eighty miles 
b-tween that city and the place where John was 

bptizing,—to submit to that ‘ordinance which 
the Baptist had been commissioned to. perform. 
John was personally unacquainted with Jesus; 

‘and even had he known him, he could scarcely 
have apprehended that his nature was divine, his 

anthority abseluts, and his kingdom -spiritual. 

When Jesus came to be baptized, a supernatural 
intimation was given to fhe Baptist—that this 
mah was the subject of hia preaching, the long 
expeeted Messiah. 

We do not wonder that John at first refused 

to comply with the request of Jesus. Baptism 
implied rhe existence of sin. By submitting to it 
Jesus would seem to class himself with those 

who repented, whose sine were remitted. 
Moreover the office of a Baptist implied asupet- 
ority over the baptised. JFesus'seemed on the 
point of publicly ecknowledging His inferiority 

to John. 

But tre Messiah had come to fulfil all the of- 
dinances institated by God for man, even though 

these ordinances implied the existence of #in in 
the individual who “observed them. Even the 
reception of law implied sin, yet Christ was 

born under the law, fo submit himself to regu- 
Iitions devised only for the sinful To be a 
member of that visible community of which 
Abraham was the naturel father, he submitted 

in his infancy to the haniiliating rite of cir- 
cumeision, so now to be himself a member of 
that spiritual kingdom, which he was about to 
establish, he was willing to sabmut to baptism, 
ae an appropriate, and divinely appointed rite of 
initiation. Hence he. replies to ‘the objections 
of John, “ For the present let me put on the 

garb of a sinner, and appear in the position of an 

inferior. Hereafter the mistake will be rectified, 
the reasons for my humiliation will be manifest. 
ed. _At present it is becoming in-me to comply 

with all the ordinances of God, even though 

they have been framed for guilty men. More- 
over it is right. that you should baptize me, since 

you have been, appointed my. herald, to pres 

pase the way for my success.” 

John, no longer reluctant, complied with the 

master’s est, and baptized bim into the Jor- 
dan, Mark 1: 9. As he was emerging from the 
waters, his heart filled with prayer, the heavens 
appeared to them to open, snd the Holy Spirit 

in a bodily shape (Luke3 22:) was seen des- 
cending like a dove, it settled upon Josus—and 
then a voice was heard out of the open heavens 

saying, “ This is my beloved son in whom I 
ant well pleased.” This marvellous vision was 

doubtless intended to give John a more correct 

idea of the character and dignity of the Messiah, 

nor. was, it upnecessary for Jesus himself. The 
mysterious descent of the Holy Spirit upon him 
strengthened his spirit, and the Father's voice 
encouraged him toundertake the enterprise of a 

"| worlds_redemption. 

Some notice of the river Jordan may wot be 

out of place here. Tt is not the narrow and 

shallow stream, which for certain reasons it'has 
been ‘represented to be. ’ From the notices 
given in the old Testament we learn that it was 
a siream which could be forded only in certain 

places, and that at other paitits, boats were re- 
quiredjin order to cross—Jos, 2! 7, Judges 3: 28, 
28am. 19: 18. . 

Li ¢ Lynch thoroughly . explored this 
river in the spring of 1848. He with his party 

descended the river m boats, and only'heére ‘and 
there found shallows which impedéd their ‘pro- 
gress. From him we learn that the Jordan varies 
in breadth from 75 to 150 feet; and in depth from 

three to twelve feet. * = XTE. 
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For the Christian Watchman. 

The 
A kingdom was set up by Jesus Christ; ite 

subjects were a holy people ; its aim was the 
complete sabjugation of a world pf rebels to the 
rule of the great King. The inquiry is suggest- 
ed, how is the purity of this kingdom to be main- 

(ained, its institutions perpetuated, what 

gencies are its borders to be extended? We 

are thas led to notice th instrumentality, ap- 


