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. THE WILLOW.

The willow grows beside “he river
And the bosghs hany o'er its flow,

Withra sad, mysterious tonc,
As the bubbles of each billow
Gurgling break on bank aad stoi'e.

What saith the river, as it g'istens
_ln the sun-glints through the tree,
While the bough steops down ard listegs
To its plaintive melody ?

“ Like my waters, life is flying—
Brightest joys have shortest stay—

As my waves speed onward sighing,
With thy kisses far away :

“ Huwman hopes are like the bubbl

announce to you a joyful message, which will!
be a source of happiness to all the people
of Isracl. For beliold, this day, in the city
David, a Saviour has been born. He is the
vefy expeetrd M ssiil ; ‘he is the Lord. Ta
afirmation of this ement T give you a
sign, you will find a babe, wrepped in swaddling

And across the lone Campagua from the Alb"»'
mountains down. 3

Endless lanes of lofty arches grandly mareh i
the town.

And the long ranks of the silent s>pulchres 1

sad arrsy,
Guard the ashes of the mighty slumbering
the Appian wey. e

and see what has transpired, the event wiich the
Lord has revealed tous.®  They hustened away,
and came to Bethlchem, wid found ther |
Mary and Joseph and the babe lying iu the
wignger. .

When the shepherds had seen the child, and
had thus been couvinced in their belief of the

Swoln and glittering on my tide,
Till the rocks, like earthly troubles,
Meet and wreck them as they glide.”

High o’er willow—high o’er river,
Soars a lark in airy rings,

While his voice trills to the quiver
Of his sun-illamned wings.

And the ether vault is riven
With this glad song, as he flice—
“Seek, like me, thy joys in heaven,
And thy hopes, within the skies.” -

Duiginal SoutribuTions

For the Christian Watchman,

Studies for the Sunday School.

NUMBER IV.

BIRTH OF JEsUS,

MaT. 1; 18—25. Luke 2: 1--7.

The highly favoured of Heaven hed faith in God,
and was content even to endure reproach, confi-
dent that he doeth all things well. She had

truthful of -1he announcement which they
had received, they departed, and pollished
all aroUni@ Wwhat the angel had said respecting
him ; his rank and office, the bless'ngs he was to
conter upcn Ierael. All who heerd thes- reports
from the shepherds werg greatly aswnished.
Mary, However, was still mors deeply impressed
by the angelse visitation, and the hevenly anthem.
She kept them in her mind, and made them the
subject of earnest weditation. The shepherds
returned to their homes glorifying and praising
God for what they ha.l sren and heard, being
convinced, ince the annonncement of the angels

{ Messiali had come, and that the redemption of

| While these simple mindod Jewish shepherds hed
{ learnt of an event respeetin 7 which all the rest of
" their fellow-countrymen, were igrorant, Gentiles
| in & far distont Jand have rceeived an intimation

; pay homage to the mew born king.

¢ 5 | Parthian or Persian’ magi, pagans, yet devotees

Theugh Mary the Virgin hod been visited by | : " ¥

b R e Ehnaian: fhongh thb st Sprit it.lle least erroneous system of paganism then ex-

' Universs had communicatea with hor, w88 | op ¢
h.she wassabout to become the mother of | ;

: 4 | idea then prevalent, thut 8 great monarch who
the Redeemer of mankind, yet except E“"_‘“h | was. destined to umversal authority was on the
none knew of the events which had transpired. | gyq of making his appearance, These men were
{ well versed in the science of Astronomy, so far

|

wot even confided to Joseph, to whom she was !

beétrothed, her privilege or her hopes. Howee
ver before they came to live together, her sitoa—
tion was discovered,though Mary did not explain,
but left the event with God.

Joseph resolved to put ligr away.. In aceord-
ance with the law it was necessury that he should
give ber a formal and public letter of divorce-

i tial eplendor, and heard from tho he avenly host
i their syblime anthem. The Magi also saw in
i the sky a new star.

ment;stating his reasons for effecting a sepuration. '

But Joseph being a benevolent, as well as a just
and Honourable man, while he felt the necessi'y
of parting, yet could not bear to put to open
shame her whom he had loved, and determined
todivoree her without stating specifically the
grounds on which he acted.

Bot while he was in n state of deep ond
painful agitation, an angel of the Lord appeared
unto him, not visibly as to Zacharias and Mary,
but in adream. This wus the message deliver-
od to guiet his fears, and save the peace and
honor of his betrothed. * Joseph, ron of David,
fear not to tuke Mory thy betrothcd, for the
babe is conceived of the Holy Spirit. She shall
bear a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus,
Saviour. This name shall be given him, for be
will save his people, not merely from oppression
or sorrow, but trom the consequences, snd es-
pecially from the guilt and power of their sins.

This supern:tural visitation calwed his fears,
and satisfied the wind fJoseph. He could not
doubt the reality of the vision or the truthfulness
of the messsge. ~Accordingly he did as was
commanded, and took Mary to his house.

Shortly after the birth of John a decree went
forth from Ceesar Augustus that all the inhabi-
tantg of the Roman Empire should be ‘eorolled,

and their property estimated for purposes of }uull to Bethlehem, we feel that earthly splen=
taxation. - This just enrollment took place while |45, wonld be oat of place, an} exclaim, truly

Tuirinius was procurator of Syria. In Pales-
tine it was mede ia aceordance with Jewish

custom which required each individual to have |
his name set down and his property valued in !
In consequence, & .

his ancestral town or city.
few months ofter the decree of Cmsar had
been issued,J oseph went up from Galilee from the
city of Nazareth, to Bethlehem the city of David,
in the province of Judea,since he was of the (amily
of David. He was accompanied by Mary his wife,
who went up with bim to be enrolied slso. She
was now far advanced in prognancy, While in
Bethlehem her time expired and she brought
forth her first born son, and swaddled him and
laid him in’ manger. There wassuch a cons
sourse of people at that time in Bethlebem,that
there was no room in the caravansary for the
holy l'emily. v .

There wero at that time in the vicinity of Bethe-
lehem, shopherds who dwelt in the fields, and

Qudden

kept wateh over their flocks by night, y

bad becn confirmed by . the event, that the

Israel was at hand.

that the Desire f nations hed appeared. Repre-
sentations of both Jews and Gentiles were to
Some

[priests, yet the purest and most sincere
r-clugss, had Become familiar with the

as it was then known, and were accustomed to
scan the heavenly bodies. Just about the time
when the shepherds saw the angel, and the celes-

Their minds had evi lent-
ly been dgeply intereted by’ the sentimest
then presalent respecting the coming kiny,
Whentpey saw the star, they inferred that He
had made Ilis sppesrance. As this star moved
Westward they'followed, eager topay their hoe
mage.

The circumstances which attended the birth of
Jesus proclaimed his glory. The recognition of
the new born babe by the great Father is all the
more unmistokable, because the birth was unat-
tended by any ‘earthly pomp or sarade. ‘Toa

| poor and humble maiden, an angel from Heaven
appears.  She, betrothed 10 a cacpenter, is

! inepived by he Holy Spirit, and syontaneously

i pruduces one of the most suhlime anthem « wkich

humau lips have ever uttered. When suffering

under a wrong imputadion, again an angel from

Heaven is sent to reciify the wrong. A whole
chain of providences result in the birth of Jesus

in Bethlechem, The new born babe lies in »

manger, but ange's rejoice in the event, and re-
presentations of Jews and Gentiles are miracul-
ously summoned to pay to him deserved reverence,
and to foreshadow the predieied hour when at his
name every knee shall bow. When we contem~
?lm the occupant of that manger, with the

9, D6 JEARK 19 8 R
Auilflmho' e heavenly bost,%ho raplarous-| 1, \he ‘:-m'd.,ﬁm of the solemn
ly preised God, singii g the f-llowing enthém : Catacombs.
<}*‘Glory to God on high ; peace on earth below, . .
Goot will from God 10 ma.” rq ik Khnoatls the; qpals ety oud e
When the | . ly visi had vanished and | Unexplored in ® less | ybrinths in their solemn
returned to their native skies, the shepherds eaid silence go.
to each o her, ** Coie, kit us g to Bethlehéms| Now let us take a more extended view, and

with the eye range over the prospect before us.
Artention is at first attracted by the scattered
tombs which appéar in the vieinity of the city.—
aloag the Appian way, Wa matice a few miles
from the Parta Capena the togb of Cicelia Me.
tella,. “ the firm round tower of other days.”—
Not far from it is the Cathedral of St. Sebastin,
which merks the entrance into the celebrated
Catacombs. We glance carelessly over some
tuins in this vicinity and then turn to the Cam«
pegna. a vast and undulating plain, whose dreary
monotouy is interrupted only by its long lines of
broken sequeduets,and the Tiber and Arno as they
glide along in many a turn and winding. Over this
desolate region a deadly atmosphere, which is
every year approaching nearer to the city itself,
has been hovering since the terrible invasions by
the Barbarians of the North.

“ Groves, temples, palaces,
Swept from the sight, and nothing visible
Amid the sulphurous vapors that exhale
As from a land accurst, save here and there
An empty tomb, a fragmeat like the hmb
Ot some dimembered giant.

This Campagn1 is bounded by a long range of
hills richly wooded, and of diversified forms. On
the right is the country once inhabited by the
Albans. In this direction the Alban hills bound
the view. Onalong flat ridge once flourished
Alba Singa, one of 1he earliest acd most formi-
dable of the enemies of infant Rome. In front
was the Sabine Coa ntry.. In its hills and bathed
in perpetual verdure is Tivoli, where Horace once
dwelt and whose beauties he sang, To the left

was Etruria.

How very beautiful is one scene spread before
us. Nature has adorned with some particular
charm every object on which theeye rests. The
sky is of an agure hue unknown in our more
northern clime, the llpyphero is remarkably
transparent, affords an cxhiliration to the spiritey_
and comes to us laden with the ,pcrfumt ofa

the very weeds are odor~
featarés of the extensive

thousand fowers,
ous,” The various

y prospect, whether they be near at hand or mere

remote are all sharply defined aid stand forth in
the transparent atmosphere or against the deep
blue sky with surprisidg clearness and distinet-
ness. The otherwise monotosous asprctof the
Campagna is relieved by the gentle clevations
in our vicinity, and the classic streams which
gleam in the bright sun lizlt like mslten silver.
Very beautiful also is the low line of verdant
hills which bound the plsin, entii they terminate
in the peculiar and graceful form of Mt Soracte.
Not nowin snow
Which asks the lyric Roman’s aid
For our remembrance—and from out the plain,
Heaves like a long swept wave about to break
And on the curl hangs pausing.

Overlooking these hills sre the rounded forms
of the msjestic Appenines, covered with verdure
of a darker hee than the olive clad hills bes
neath. Here and there is a snow covered sums
mit rising above the moun tairs, and affording an
element of grandeur te the calm and beuutiful
scene which it surveys.

T'0 all this attractiveness is added the pecu-
Jiar charm which timg only can impart. The
most lovely scenes in the new world fail to ex~
cite the mingled awe and admirstion with which

P guag harias, Elisabeth, snd
Mary, with the aunpouncement of Gabriel, and
the anthem of the heavenly choir soundirg. im
our ears ; when we see the shepherds bending in
lowly reverence, and discern in the distant East
the star which is guiding the wisest of the Ori-

i this babe is the Son of God§
i

A.B.C.

For the Christian Watchman.
RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME.

NO. vII
THE ENVIRONS OF ROME.
'Neath the lofty Capitolicn, where it rears its
) rocky crest.
There sn Empire fought her fight, and sank at
last into hep rest.

Desolation reigos around the dust of their Im

perial alls,
Where the crumbled eity lies; a wilderness with=
in the walls. -

Aod ¢’erleapiag spreads away, to-aghere the dis-
tant prospoct dies.
Over. where the arid surface of the Waste Cam-

*_pagna lies,
Unto where the Pontine marshes yield the at-

an ‘atigel of the fiord appeared to them, and &
divine hialo 'lightened th: darkncss and shown
upon them. The appeatance of the engel, and
the l,npg‘rmturnl brightaess and dazzling, filled
thom with alarm. The angel thus addressad the
tefrifiéd Shepherds : % Feir not, for behold I

Fea iy e of death. & sho Touch
nd ¢ +Hid gants perish, at the fevers
5 ?u; E:gnx.“ 3

we plate siwilar scenes in countries
whichhave a his'ory.  We always experience
the highest esjoyment in view of the beautiful
or the grand, when with the brilliaut colors, the
graceful and infinitely diversified forms of nae
ture, whose productions are ever new anl fair,

and seperated from the territory of the Sabines ||

e e

b, Russell’s Account to the London
mes—A. Cowardly Bout and Canse-
ioc—H in  Washi

WasHINGTOSN, JULY 22, 1861. " |
CENES BY THE WAY—ROAR OF THE CANON-~
ADE FIRST HEARD BY THE TOURISTS.

1sit down to give en account—not of the ac-
ion yesterday, but of what I saw with my own
yes, hitherto uot often deeeived, and of what 1
‘¢ard with my own ears, which in this country
e not o much to be trusted. Let me, how-
axpress an opinion as to the affair of yes-
%}. In the first place the repulse of the Fe-
! , decided as it was, might have had no
erious effects whatever beyond the mere failure
—~which politically was of greater consequence
than it was in a military sense—but for the dis»
-raceful conduct of the troops
The retrest on their lines at Centreville seems
o bave ended in a cowardly rout—a miserable,
auseless panic. Such scandalous behaviour on
 he of soldiers I should have considered im-
.ossible, a8 with some experience of camps and
and armies I have never even in alarme among
vamp followers seen the like of it. How far the
Aigorganization of the troops extended I know
‘10t 3 byt it was complete in the instance of more
han ope regiment.
Washington this morning is crowded with sol-
liers without officers, who have fled from Cens
wrexillh, and with * three months’ men,” who are
roflg home from the face of the enemy on the
cxpiration of their term of enlistment. The
ptreets, in &pite of the rain, are crowded by peo-
vle with anxious faces, and groups of wavering
soliticians are assembled at the corners, in the
otel passages, and the hars, If 1n the preeent
iate of the troops the confederates were to make
a march across the Potomac above Waehington,
rurning the works at Arlington, the ca ital
might fall into their hands, Delay wmay place
that event out of the range of probability.

REQUPERATIVE ENERGY OF THE NORTH—ARRO-
GANCE OF THE NEW YORK JOURNALS TOWARDS
FOREIGN NATIONS.

The North will, no doubt, recover the shock.
Hitherto she has only said, *Go and fight tor
the Union.”” :The South has exclaimed, * Let
us fight for our rights,” The North must

1 energy, the el hatred end
the superior fighting powers of her antagonist.
In my lettere, as in my conversation, [ have en~
dpavoured to show that the task which the Union-
wts have set themselves is one of no ordinary
difficulty, but in the state of arrogance aud su-
pereihous confidence, either real or affected, to
gonceal a sense of weakness, one might as well
Rave preached to the Pyramid of Cheogu‘

. Indged pne may form some notion of the con-
dition of the public mind by vbserving thai jour-
nals conduoted avowedly by men of disgracefol
personal character—the be ~whipped and be-kick-
@d and unrecoenized pariaha of socicty in New
York—ar+ nevertheless, i the v ry widst of re~
pulse and defeat, permitied 10 indulge in ridicu-
lous rhedomontade towards the nations of Europe
and 10 move vur lavghter by Tmpotently malig-
nant attacks on “our rotten cld manardy,”
while the stones of their bran new republie are
wmbling about their ears. It will be amusing
to observe the change of tone, for we can afford
to observe and be amused at the same time.

$0ING OUT TO GENERAL M'DOWELL'S A RMY —I X-
4 CITEMENT IN THE CITY AND A WAR AGREE-
MENT FOR A CONVEYANCE.

4 On Saturday night I resolved to proceed to
General McDowell's aray, as it was obvious to
e that the repulse at Bull Ran «nd the orders
of the Gureral directed ngainst the excesses of
bis soldiery indicated sciious defects in his army
—not more serious, however, than I had reason
to believe existed.

How to get out was the difficulty. The ru-
mors of great dhsaster tnd repulse had spread
through the city. The livery stable keepers,
with one exception, refused to send out hurses
to the scene of action—at least, the exception
told me so. Senators and Con were

Bull'Run and the pressure of the morrow"s work

« | morning—not so early as we ought, per

: 20 aa 10 arrive at Mec Dowell's ¢amp in the early
" ane M but thesiddes eduld not or not
IR A e U ‘over : B an
letreat, &o. &o. &o. without it no one Q"“M‘s‘ :

served, the names of regiments, unless iq special

at
its ﬁ men into the battle, or shie will Knnvi«gly -
person

eral Scott, who wag ﬁking the ;;i:le affair of
with' perfect calm, and we started on Sundey

r haps,
w.hlch wag none, of my fault—for Cenmviﬁ:.
distant about iwenty five miles southwest of

Washington.
1 purposed stariing in the beautiful

and tents, inn‘:ud of bivouac huts Mﬁ'

trees. Of course the of the - did
not wish to be molm they u?ﬂ-n

the L
o'clock in the morniig. When McDowell moved
away he took so many of the tfoops abiout Ar-
lington, that the eamps and: forts sre rather ‘de-
nuded of men. I do not give, a4 may be' obs

cages—firat, be they little

I conceive, for those in - Europe who may vead
these lguun; and secondly, because there is an
u‘xceedmg:‘y complex system—at least toa for-
eigner—of nomenclature in the forces, and one

trees to place across the road, and put soms fleld
pieces in their earthwerks to command it. .On
no side could Richmond be_go well e 4
ligh Confed ‘had it much at heart to induce
and.
80,

I h.rda tht:“c rupnnmm o lnu-u y
n r the ions at

be understood, and that Géneral *o’l
whase sharacter’ Tigave some hins at

may be known at home snd as

for has work; above all as an. officer of

and of ekill in'working it in fleld or positiom, let
me inseit a description of the place and of the
man from a Southdrn paper :— b e 4

may make a mistake between a reg of
volunteers and & regiment of State militia of the
same number, or' even . of regulars in the lower
figures. The soldiers lounging about the forte
and over the Long Bridge across the Potomae,
were an exceedinslly unkempt, “ loafing ”’ set of
fellows, who handled their firelocks like piteh-
forks and spades, and I doubt if some of those
who read, or tried to read our. papers, could une
derstand them, as they certainly did not speak
English. The Americans possess excellent work:
ing materials, however, ‘and’I have had occasion
repeatedy to remark the rapidity and skill with
which they construct eartbworks. At the Vir«
ginia side of the Long Bridge there is now a very
strong tete de pont, supported by the regular xe.
doubt on the hill over the road. These works
did not appear to be strongly held, but it is pos-
sible men weré in the tents near at band, desert«
ed though they scemed, and at all events rein-
forcements could be speedily poured in if ne-
cessary. 3

‘The long and weary way was varied by differ-
ent pickiets along the roui. and by the examina-
tion of our papers and passes a: different points,
But the country looked vacant in spite of crops
of Indian corn, for the houses were shut up, and
the-few indigeriovs people whom we met, looked
most blackly under their brows at the supposed
dbolitionists. This antinn of Virginia is well
wooded, and undulating in heavy regular waves
of field and forest ; but the roads are deeply cut
and filled with loose stoses, very di ble to

. [Mr. Russell here copies a lotter: dated at
M logising the - position and com-
mander in the higheet degree.]
AT PAIRFAX COURT HOUSE AND GERMANTOWN—
TRACES OF THE MARCH OF THE UNION TROOPS.

1t was noon when we arrivd at.Fairfax Coust
House, a poor village of some thirty ar forty
straggling woodbn and brick houses, derivingits
name from the buildieg in which the Cirouit
Court of the county i& held, I believe, and look-
ing the reverse of flourishing, and one may re-
mark, obiter, that the state of Ehil part of Vire

ginia cannot be “'{o
[

was not a village slong the road up to this poisi
smith and wheelwright, 'l{o vilhrn- by,
if

and noshops or d

[ of the reserve of MeDowell’s force, ~
sibly 1,000 stiong. The inhabjtants '-g:‘

eyps spoke truth, ionists to a man, b
and ohild, and even 'the negroes looked extra
?lnok, as if they did not gare about being fought
or.

A short way beyond this village Germantown
—1the scene of the recent excesses of the Federal-
isis—afforded evid in its blackened ruins
that McDowell’s oensure was more than needed.

The ‘chimney stacks being of brick are the
sole remains of the few bouses in the' vill

Here our driver made a mistake, which was
the rather persisted in that a colored chattel in-
formed us we could get to. Cemreville by the
foute we were p i ead of turning back

nde or drive over. The houses ave of weed,
with the usual negro huts adjoining them, and
the specimens of the race which I saw were well
dressed and not ill looking,
On turning idto ove of the-roads which leade
Fairfax Court: House and to Centreville be-|
{:md it, the distantsound OF connNoN reacnes ;)
hat must have been abeut half-past nine a. M.
It never ceased all day ; at least, whenever the
rattle of the ceased the booming of guas roll-
ed tirough the woods on our ears.
One man said itjbegan at two o'clock, but the
ickets told us it had really become continuous
about half-past seven or eight o'clock.

MEETING THE FOURTH -PENNSYLVANIA REGI-
MENT ON IS8 WAY HOME—THE MEN LEAVE IN THE
PACE OF THE ENEMY.

In a few minutes afterwards a body of men
appeared on the road, with their backs towards
Centreville and their faces towards Alexandria.
Their mareh was so disorderly that I could not
have believed they were soldiers in an enemy’s
country—for Virginia hereabout is certainly so—
but for their arms and uniforms. It soon ap=
peared that there was no less tharf an entire regi-
ment marching away, singly or in small knots of
two or three, extending {or some three or four
miles along the road. A Babel of tongues rose
from them, and they were all in good spirits, but
with an air about them I could not understand.
Dismounting at a stream where & group of thiut{
men were drinking and helting in the shrde,
asked an officer, ‘* Where are your men going;
sir P % Well, we're going home, sir, I reckon,
to Pennsylvania.” . It was the Fourth Pennsyl-
vania regimen’, which was on its march, as 1
learnt from the men. * Isuppose there is severe
work ;oing on behind you, judging from the
firing # % Well, 1 recken, sir, there is."
« We're going home,” he added after a pause,
during which it oocurred to him, perhaps, that
the movement required explanation—* becsuee
the men's time is up. We have had three months
of this work.

going to make a day of it, nnd tﬂl the vehicles
and horses that could be procured were in requi-
sition for the scene of action. This curiosity was
aroused by the story that McDowell had been
actnally ordered to make an attack on Manassas,
and that Gen. Scott had given him till twelve
o'clock to be master of Beauregard’s lines. If
Gen. Scott ordered the attuck at all, 1 veuture to
say he was merely the mouthpiece of the more

fhtensity of feeling for military s'rength.
The consequenc: s of the litile skirmish

Run, ending in the repulse of the

were much exaggerated, and their were

put down at any figures the fancy of the individ-

there is mingled the peculiar hues and shapes
which the sges alone can produce.

There is given
Unto the things of earth which Time hath bent
A spirit’s feeling, and when he hath lent
His hand, but broke his seythe. There is &

power
And magic in the ruined battlement
For which the palace of the present hour
Mast yieid its pomp, and wait till ages areits
dower,
And thisscene will endure

The deadiy malaria which is even now stealing
into the villasin the vicinity of the ecity, and
imperceptibly creeping around the Palatine, may
yet render the now populogs valley of the ‘Tiber
as desolate as the oldest of the seven hills. St.
Peters may yet surpass the Coliseum as a stupen~
dous relic of antiguity.

Yet the bright sun will shine out of its azure
canopy as brightly as now, the smphitheatre of
hills youder will stil! gleam in perpetual verdure,
the Appenines will rise in 1heir present majes-
ty, the waters of the Tiber or of e distant
Mediterrapean will sparkle in thg Biight sun~
light, and in addition to th ins of Pagsn

Sweepiog round the blue ‘horZon, there the
2 Alban mountains raise.
High in air their towering summits o’er the
wreck of other days.

Rome, the spectator will gaze s emo-
| tiop on the fragments ofnlbi!" Jess won-
ldexl ul in its monuments or hisk ry. 4

| ual item who was speaking suggested. “I can

assure you, sir, § .8 the troope had 1,500 killed
and wounded ; I know it.”” I went off to the
headquarters, and there General Scott’s aide in-
formed me General I)_chovol)'l official report
gave six killed and thirty seven wounded. he
livery keepers stuck to the 1,500 or 2,000- The
greater the number hors de combat the higher
the tariff for the higher of quadrupeds. i

AlLT could do was to get a kind of eabriolet
witha seat in front for the driver, 1o which a
pole was effixed for two horses, at & Derby-day
price, and a sirong led-horse, which Indian ex-
| Deriences have induced me always to rely upon
| in the neighborhood of uncertain fighting. I had
to enter into an agreement with the owner to pay
him for horses and buggy if they were “* cap-
tared or injured by the ememy,’” and th !
smiled at his precantions, they proved not quite
wareasonable. The master m: no provision
for indemnity in the case of injury to the driver
of the colored boy who rode the saddle-horse.

When | spoke wit' officers at General Scott's
headquarters of th- ¢ spedition, it styuck me they
were not st all sangune about the result gf_lbe

wiolent eivilians of the government, who min*.\o“

pr ded on m{ way, rumisating on the
feelings of a General who sees half 8 brigade
walk quietly away on the very morning of an
action, and on the frame of mind of the men, who
would have shouted *ill they were hoarse about
their beloved Union —possibly have hunted down
any poor creature who expressed a belief that it
was not the very quintessence of everything
great and good in government and glorions an
omnipotent in_arms—ocoolly turning their backs
yrheu i its utmost peril, because the letter
eir engageiitnt bound them no furtber.
erhaps the Foorth Pennsylvania were right, but
let ns hear no more of the excellence of three
months’ service volunteers. And so we left
them.

The road was devivus and difficult. There
were few persons on their way, for most of the
Senators and Congressmen were on before us.
Some few commissariat wagons, were overtaken
at intervals. Wherever there was & house by
the roadside the negroes were listening to the
firing. All at once a terrific object appeared in
the wood above the trees—the dome of a church
or public building apparently suffering from the
shocks of an eartliquake, and heaving to and fro
in the most violent manner. In much doubt we
approached as well as the horses’ minds would
Jet us, and discovered that the strange thing was
an inflated balloon attached to a car and wagon
which was on its way to enable (eneral Mce
Dowell tareconnuitre the position he was then
engaged in attacking—just a day too late. The
operators and s teridants swore as Lorribly as
Anna’s warriors in Flanders, but they could not
eurse down tue trees, and so the balloon seems
Jikely to full into the hands of tho Confederstes.

THE REBEL WORKS NEAR FAIRFAX COURT HOUSE,
About eleven o'clock we began 1o enter on the

day, and_one of them said as much as j d
mé %o think'he would advise me o yemain in'the
ety if he did not take it for granted it was: part
of my duty to go to the seone of stion,

by the
Fairfax Court House,

troops are green, and no one can tell what may

An English gentleman whe panied me | fo mever intended to eceupy. the posis
was lt.mn"ly dissnaded from going by a ealovel I tion at all, but sought to lure on the fod eralists
of cavalry on the staff, because, said, “ the | to Manassas Gaj, where they were prepared to

happen.”

ut my friend got his pass from Gens

disputed territory which had just been abandoned
i 10 the federalists, in tront of
It is not too much to say
that the works thrown up across the road were
shams and make-believes, and that the Con-

meet them, Had it Leen otherwise the earth:
works would have been of a diffierent charaoter,

g, inst g
u, as we shouldjhave done, Cen-
treville was still seven miles ahead.
DIFFICULTY IN FINDING THE BATILE mmrb. '
‘The guns sounded, bowever, heavily from the
valleys. ~‘Rising sbove the forest
the blue masses of the i r:‘"’

open of the ri which reminded me in color
arid form of the hills around the valley of Baidar.

A Virginian who eame out of a cottage and was
-umdlm y no demdnlnt of Madam Esmond, told
us that we were “ wron, bt away.’—
B i el i i

Jeft front, but who had tried its depths
had returned to G town with she ok
that it led to any place but Ceptreville. Oug
driver, however, wished to try *if there frere
no seches sers about P” ** What did you e
quoth the Virginian, “T want to know it thei
are any secessionists there.”’ * Secessionists !’
(in a violent -as il he had heard of them
for the first time in his life) ** No, sir-ee ! Seces-
sionists, indeed !”

Ard all this time Beauregard and Les were
pounding away on our left front some six or
seven miles off,

‘The horses retraced their steps, the colored
youth who b de my charg plaining that
the mysterious arrang t which dems his
race to slavery was very much abraded by the
action of that spirited quadruped, combined or
rather at variance with the callosities of the Eug-
lish saddle. From Germantown onwarde by the
right road there was nothing very remarkable.—
At one place a group of soldiers was buying “se-
cession money” from some negroes,who looked as
if they could afford to part with it as cheaply as
men do who are dealing with other peoples proper-
ty. Buggies and wagons (Angelce carriages),
with cargoes of Senators were overtaken. ?t‘le
store carts became more numerous.

SAFE AT CENTREVILLE—TAKES UP A POSITION
WITH LADIES, LEGISLATORS AND POLITICIANS.
Atlast Centreville appears in sight—a few
houses on our front beyond which rose a‘bald
hill, the slopes covered with bivouac huts, com~
missariat carts and horses, the top erested with
spectators of the fight. The road on each: side
was full of traces of Confederate camps ; the
houses were now all eceupied by federalists.

In the rear of the hill was a strong body of
infantry—two regimerits foreigners, mostly Gers
mans, with a battery of hight artillery.  Our
buggy was driven up to the top of the hill. The
colored boy was despatched to the village to
look fr a place to shelter the horses while they
were tsking a much required feed, and to proe
cure, - if 8oaaible, a meal for himself and the
driver.  On the hill there were carriages and
vehicles drawn up as if they were attending a
small country race. They were afterwards ens

aged in a race of another kind. In one wasa
fufy with an opera glass ; in and around and on
others were legislatore and politicans.
were also a few civilians on horseback, and on
the slope of the hill a regiment had stacked arms,
and was engaged in looking at and commenting
on the battle below. The landscape in front
was open to the sight as far as thonml of the
Alleghanies, whieh swopt round from ht in
vlue mounds, the color of which sof into

| violetin the distance. On the left the view was
’ circumseribed by a wood, which receded along
! the side of the hill on which we stood to the
plain below. Betwean the base of this hill,which
rose about 150 feet above the general lovel of the
country, and the foot of the lowest and near-

es: elevation of the opposite Alleghanies
extended about five miles, as we!l as I could
judge, of a densely wooded country, dotted st

\ntervals with green fields and patohies of cleared
{ lands. It was marked by easy’lo: dinal un-
| dvlstions, indiated. by the form of the -farests

which clothed them, and between two of the more

“p




