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tall mountain whose summit seemed to
e ellow pierce the clouds.
o ellow, * v

vou been these yca’n."l Maria crossed the river in safety, and

ia, Khiva, soon after entered the woods: Proceed-
o Khan's own volunteers?

'you scalod the Alps or Andes,

failod to the Tsle of Amazons?

‘hat climate, Will, has changed your face

From hrown to perfect bronze?”

chirp, but deeming “t mnot worth her
while to shoot it, she allowed it to remain
unharmed. The next instant a deer rush-
ed past her. Tnstantly she raised her

rifle to her shoulder, and fired at the re-
treating animal.
good chance on her part she could not
be cortain, but she had the satisfaction of
beholding it fall to the ground.

The deer being too heavy for her to |
|

&he put her dimpled hand in mine,
In the same frank, fricndly way ;

We stood again on the dear cld beach,
And it scemed but yesterday—

Jt seemed but the lapse of # single uight
Since she said to me on that shore,

«Good-by! You may not remember, Will,
But 1 shal), torevermore.”

carry alone to the cave of the outlaws,
gho determined to leave it where it lay,
and get one of the men to come after it.
She started to return to the cave, when,
chaneing to cast her eyes upward, she
w sight-that sent a chill through her frame.
On the limb of a huge tree a panther

1 held her Hand while I whigpercd low,
“And you, dear,—what of the years

Since we said good-by on this same white beach,
And 1 kissed away your tears?

You, Mary, were then just twenty,
And 1 was twenty-three.

When we stood together on the dear old beach,

THere by the murmuring sca.”

1ts eyes flashedfire, and its tail moved

{o defend herself. Her eyes were fixec
on the terrible ani
that would have tr
¢s than bers.

A beantiful blush came to her cheek,
% Hush, Will ! * she quickly said

« Let's look ut the bathers in the surf ;
There’s Nelly and Cousin Ned.” % nel

« And who's that portly gentleman
Ou the shddy side of life?”

«On! He belongs to our party too—
In fact, Will, Lam his vife,

the act of leaping upon her, she turned te
run from the place, at the same instan
shri g loudly, and before i
gather itself for another spring, Maric
was beyond its feach. - The panther da

« And I tell you it isan awful thing
The way he can behave ;

He fiirts with thatgirl in steol-grey silk--
Will, why do you look so grave?”

«The fact is, Mary, I—well—ahem-=
Oh, nothing at all, my dear,

Except that she of 'the steel-grey silk
I the oné I married last year®,

the woods, and came within hearing o
the river that she had crossed a she

time previously. Close behind slie coulc
liear her pursuer. - Eyery moment sh
expected to.feel his sharp claws tearin,
Ler flesh.

Bi'ought to Justice,

v ~OR—

did 80, and the panther went: past he

below. $

struggling in - the current. Maria ha
londed her rific
Leing hard pre
ain in her poss
her shoulder and fired.
fatal ; the animal immediately sank,
In one of the Western States, some |, all the water with
years subsequent to the events narrate body rose shortly aftcrward, and tloate
in the preceding chapters of our story, | qown the stream.
there lived a band of outlaws that had | “ oy o o Joading her rifle, prepare
ofor a long time inspired the greatest ter- i "“}1‘) ]" | or loadl 11 lh i »ml, ,ln.l )
ror in the hearts of the people of the sur- to leave the p Sheo had gone only
- rounding country by their acts of cruelty.
Possessed of very swift horses, ;u:ld ev
on the alert for the approach of danger, . b T e
they had so far munut,red to elude the 1 H_‘;" ]t“‘“‘lfml ":A:!“; ‘l‘f“l:,i"""l'\“‘).“‘{’,‘:'" e
power of the numerous organizations that | H¢4TC “”r ube ';‘ e s
had been raised for the purposc of cap- distance  from  lior, & GUPBEREAT
turing them. |
There wes one person belonging to this

BY FRANK A. MARSH.

wed t

ghe had mgns
sion.  She raised it t

(Continucd.)

Cuarrer 111

sk
cry out,—

man.
He
appear

short in stature and hideous
nee. His coarse, massive

any of their evil deeds ; who seemed like while his arms were lon, and thin, a1
i Al s gt e ; hile his arnns were long @ ) @
an angel among Myrmidons. The person | G, o gtood straight up, extende

of ‘whom 1 speak was a young girl whose He had that very da

low his knees.

outlaws ever since she could remember.
Her const siation and compani

ship with these hardened men had in no-
wise blunted the finer sensibilities of her
heart, nor changed her desife to leave |

upon her.

and

even & harsh word lad ever been ad-

She was | B¢t lost.”

dressed to her by one of them. g o
430 he sent you asa gpy .
slightest wish was acceded to.

She had no remembrance of aother,
and her inquiries in regard to her brought
no satisfactory résult.  She was told by
the chicf—whom she had known as her
father ever since she could remember—
that her mother had died many yeal
since in a distant country. Beyond this |
information Maria could glean nothing. |

Sando Quarillo, the chief - of the| HEv
“Branded Brothers,” a name applied to |
the outlaws, was reclining on a pile of | }

I suppose you took yery good ¢

|me !
to keep out of danger,
cos

vdly spy.
47 couldn’t hav
' he said.  **
nt

m

ton, had a fight w

i skins in a large, roomy cave, one morning |
In structure he was tall, with |

i
i

in May.
ar features and sallow complexion
r was dark and long, nearly touch

H ing his shoulders. His face was beard Ll
| less, giving him a youthful appearance. |
% 3 . X . Mazin,
& i He was a fit representative of Spanish |~ (v :
| villainy ; his sensual lips and cold, steely 2 1“ i
eyes, proclaimed a cruel, wicked heart, |
Among his own class he was a faithful | L

friend, but to an enemy he was vindic- |
tive and revengeful, He knew no mer
save when it alone furthered his purpos;
The place in which he sat, at the time
we introduce him to the reader, had a
semi-obscure appe; It was situated
in the side of a in,” not at the
base, but a couple of hundred feet above.
The cntrance was concealed by a thick,
heayy undergrowth that completely
cluded the rays of the sun. This under-
rowth could, however, be moved and
eft aside, 5o a8 to allow the light to enter
1 the cave. %
i Above the cave stood a large hollow | 4
tree, on the top of which was stationed a
sentinel, in such a manuer that, although
able to view the country for miles around,
: mained invisible.  On the approach
anger the sentinel could give the |
thout moving from his place.
danger of the outlaws being |
wered, there was sufficient time
1 to leave the cave, push k the | |

) !
didn't
ou L

tl

you would not «

|
|
|

of the mountain, a short distance

from ihe base of which. th s were o
ok s e win not
intocon- | f gy pot under
rai , there was no oy

great wonder that they had for so long a Yoty il
d the power of the law,
said Quarillo,
¢l swod in his presence, ** b
be back by four o'clock, 2s w
night for Cross Canyon.”

She stood near hiw, holding a suall AL e it ianee w iy
rifle in her hand, in the act of going hua- | P25 e atul yon
: g «

L en yo
S Phen you will not 2o a

0.

or unide
fore I leave

L

RUe]rs,

ear here
afraid as long as I have !
my frasty rifle with me.”’

*¢ But your rifle might sometine betra
you. x

it never failed me but once, and then

yatice.

d, augrily.
wae I don’t wi

0 and
foot of the mountuin.

ing some distancc, she heard a squirrel |

Whether it was skill or | &

w |

crouched as if in readiness for a spring. |

and fro ; the rifle of the young giri was |
unloaded, and she had no other weapon |

. It was atime
ied much steadier |

At the time she beheld the anbmal in | xipped Her :'I"‘“? and leaving

it could {

ed in pursuit, and rapidly gained on the | created a violent commotiol
young girl. Presently sho emerged from ,; villaue

Suddenly the animal leaped i
toward her ; she lowered her body as he | dercr, but in this case there was the
d d

over the bank dow into. the roaring watcrs | desy

GHABE HENSON'S ABUI.IBTII)N She rushed to the brink, andloc ing | the criminal to open the doo e |
s down the dizzy height, saw tho p or | out and be shot, all of which he respeet- | FANCY SHIRTIN They are : 15 an
2 R ¢ that 1! (goud patterns wwd 1 tions farnishoed ¢
i sati

which, in spite of ler

The shot proyed | ex

crimson hue. The

at distange when he heard some one |

iy that you that just fired, Maria!
A

in | touous routi

: it y wead |
no 1 or participated in s
band who in no manner participatec. rested on a thick neck, his legs were short, |

life had been associated with that of the | .’
“‘.mud the band, and as yet, had not | pair is a braye wotto, and a brave man’s |

spoken a word Ao DMaric, although she |
s |

had noticed that he had kept his cyes

She looked at the dwart with digust

always treated with respect, and her Did you | o
WAYS Ureabt il YT not see me when the panther was after
! '] {

1ow I hate a | =

if 1 had wanted | o

do you keep s0 close, to e !
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