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Of all dreary and unsatisfactory reading— 

and there is a great deal of it in the world— 
the most confounding, 
both facts and ideas, is that of the various 
rituals, manuels, keys, asd histories of the 
different secret societies, from those of the 
fraternity of Masonry down to the pamphlets 
which profess to tell us as much as the un- 

of the Fenian Conspiracy. By 
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his memory is invoked, but as the impla- 
cable hater of the Christian name, as the 
flippant and impious reviler of all that 
is holy in religion and sacred in life. The 
Atheists of France to-day are the sons of 
Voltaire ; they have inherited his hatred 

brate the centenary 
of the infamous Voltaire :— The object 

New Ha of the celebration has been also point- 

It is not 
intended to do honor to Voltaire for his 
literary renown ; it is not as the author 
of the “Philosophical Dictionary” that 

Both ends of the Capital have got into 
the investigation business almost to the 
exclusions of everything clse., If the two 
or three remaining appropriation bills are 
‘passed, and the two Houses are able to 
patch up their little differences on the 
army bill, the Sundry Civil bill and one 
or two other matters of public expendi- 
ture, it is about all in the way of genoral 
business that can be expected from them the 
two or three remaining days of the ses- 
sion. But the investigations we shall 
have with us always, or words to that of- 

Bright, 67 ; Granville, 63; Gortschakoff, 
Bismarck, 63 ; Von Moltke, 78 ; Dufaure, 
76. : 

The noted Russian Slavophil, General 
SadieW, arrived in Belgrade on the 17th 
inst., with despatches for Prince Milan, 
who left hurriedly for Nisch. The inci 
dent causes apprehension of warlike com- 
plications. 

It is rumored that Russia and Austria 
have reached an understanding by which 
the interests of Austria and Hungary will 
be protected in the same way that English 
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facts abput the Internationale ; but the pro- 
portion, not indeed of ssek, but of sour 
wine, to bread, is overwhelming. On the 
other hand, the story or Fenjan fraud is 
ably and trustworthily narrated by Mr. 
Rutherford, wa. has really expended more 
pains on the wretched theme thang it de- 
serves. 
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House Comuittee had discharged them. 
Mr. Morrison, who occupied the chair in 
Mr. Potter's absence, promptly replied 
that there would be: no objection what- 
ever, that the truth was all the House 
Committee is after, and that no obstacles 
or vbjections would be thrown. in the way 

The Banquet of Nations, at Paris, which 
has been talked of for some time, and is to 
comprise scveral thousand gyests, repinds 
onc of the most formidable repast, perhaps 
ever given. The persons who sat down to 
the repast were 10,000 in number, all victo- 
rious soldiers, brought back triumphantly to 
Paris ‘by Napoleon 1. As no hall large : of any other committee, enough to contain such a company could be 
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France who are still true to the Christian 
Faith, the Voltairean Committee’ in Paris 
are about to issue a centenary edition of 
selections from his writings, and at such | a lov. price as to force by their very 

succced in extricating him from tho un- 
pleasant fix in whicn his letters have 
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received a vast influx of knowledge which 
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properly 10 assimilate. Do us he may, the 
poor honest fellow never re the pro- 
mised ** light,” though h; leventot 

thirty-third degree in quest of it. In point 
of fact, he has become a member of the 
fraternity just as young lawyers and physi- 
cians are sometimes said to have joined a 
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| if not in France, at least in England and 

culightenment—poor fools who take Vol- 
i as 4 prophet, and deny the existence 

of a God, But the scandal and the shame 

Voltaire, but that the Christian writers ; 

other places should be found to apologize 
for this base worship, As for Atheists, it 
is in their nature when they cast out of 

mittee, has not d ped anything par- 
ticularly sensational this week and the 
interest in its sessions has centored to a 
great extent upon Ben Butler, whose 
position has been somowhat an onigma, 
Ben rather enjoys it, and has done his 
best to make things lively, It begins to 

all their opportunities, aud if this ane 
should offer we hope it will be promptly 
availed of and turned to the best advan. 
tage.” 
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