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Extract from a Scrmon
KT TAT REV ROBRRT ATRIVS, LIVERPOOL, yvo

% Preaclung in ceiled liouses, Sabbath after
Babbatl, to the same congregation, appearato me
Jittle bettor than & muckery  whed the swiod
state of Chinstendom aisce Lefore me, oversha
dowed as at 13 with the cloud of Alagghiy ca-
geance ; and yet, wete 1 1o pursuc the course
that best w=cords with my present state of feeling
~were 1 ta ety aload throughout the strcets
and laoes of tins city, day and mght—Woe —woe
—=woc 10 the inhabitants~—woe to the cosruploss
of the pure gospel of the Llessed Jesus, 1 should
be tegorded as a fanateal manac ; ard, at the
excaifice of future ussfulness, vonld only sccure
the melancholy satsfietion of having borae wy
testimony 3ganst 3 degenerateage, and an apos.
tate chuteh My oeluved hearers, 1 am well
awsre that the glsnce 1 have taken at this most
alarming and exsiting subject, 13 Yut 2!l caleala.
ted to prepare nuy sund, at least, for the dehiber.
atr investigation of the unpartant doctnne which
1 have purpesed to bring before you 3 but, des
pending for help, whence aloac true help can
came, 3 ptoceed to the cansideration of my snb
3ect; and that your nunds insy not be confused
by 2 vatiety of matter, I shall eanfine myecll, wn
the present lecture, 1o the deic con that presanls
zespecting the state and prospeets of the churcl
and nf the world,

\Vhat is the opinion that the cliorches of the
preseat day cntertan of themsclves and of the
world? My hearers, am 1 not stating a teuth
when I sap—Go where you will, cither to the
platforms of Bible Socrcties ot Missionary Sacie.
ues, ot the pulpits of Chnrchmen or Dissenters,
and you will heae onc unifurm tale of thencreas.
iog piety, and of the extended successof the
goepel. Yoo will slmost be persaaded thatthe mi.
aistersand the chuichesare asholy and aszealous
as they wrll cao be—that the world ie mending
every day through the infloence of religious ex.
ample, and that we may shortly expect the ter-
amph of the gaspel—the folfilment of the pro.
mise that the whole earth shali be filled with the
alory of the Lotd. Now, withaot stopping to
inquire what inflneoce soch statements as these,
or such apinians, howscever modified, of the
church and of the world, are likely to prodoee
epon cither, lot us see how they accord with
Beriptare, and with fect. It is plainly stated
by our Lord, that, until the end of the present
&ispennation, there shoold be the co-existence of|
Chsistianity and anti-Christisnity—thatthe tares
shnald grow together with the wheat uoul the
end of the ege—~not the end of the world, 23 itts
rendered in ooz tranelation ; end ifthis be tene,
whea shall erery knee Yow, and every longoe

eonfess that Jesus is the Lord 2~When ahall

earth be filled with the glory ofthe Lotd 2 "Most
centainly, if Chnet's declatation is to bedaken,
not duting the present dispensation, The apos.
tle Paul informs s, that imquity, which, at the
beginning of the dispensation only worked by
way of mystery, in the later days would assume
the character of an actusl mamfestation. In his
second epistle to Trmothy, healso declares that,
in the Jast days periloxs times shall como ; for
men shall be lovecs of theirnwn aclves, covetous,
boastets, proud, blasphemers, diobedient to pa-
rents, unthank(ful, untoly, withoot mlnul‘un'uf-

giim, and a stsanges, in & strange land. The
Christian is”commanded to teke no thought for
food, for saiment, or cven for lifoitsell. The
Chrietidn is comanded not to lay up treasnres
onearth, and 1t 1w the bounden duty of every
Chrielian by his open contempt of earthly pussee
siond, and creaturo comfurt, to teach every sinner
this fact, that the world is not worth the heving ;
a0d, thatall that is in the watld fs beneath the
notioe OfYQ man who is on Lis tria] for eternal
bappiness of eternal misery. Oh ! ey hearers,
find we a followey of Chriat, find me & troe pil-
grinty & ONUING fourner, a man that is truly a

tion, truce-Lreakers, falie ) nent,
ficrce despisers of those that ste good—ttaitots,
Leady, high.minded, lovers of pleasure mora than
tovers of God, having a form of godl'm'eu, but
denying she power thereof—ever lesrmng, and
never coming to the knowledge of tbe truth;
men of cotrupt minds, reprobste concetning the
truth ; evil menandscducers, wazing werse and
worve, deceiving and being deceived. And the
apostle Paul gives this addition to the awlul pic-
tute  There shall come in the last daye, scofs
fers, walking after their own Justs, snd saying,
Where isthe promise ofbis caruing > Here, you
perceive, my hearers, you have two descriptions

ia thisevil W,id, ind me the rman whose

conduct tells the worltye iy living for etcraity,
find tue the charcly, who\gy it down ss & rule,
Lhut,l‘?r the mko of thoogles,, world.laving,

for the hq?: ofhisJudzment {s como.’=Rev. -!lv 6. 7.‘
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only things that Satan fears , sad all partial pre-
ty, and halfhearted Christianity, are Satan's
glory sad the charch's shame. My hicarers 1
have given yoo a short sketch of what aro called
the Christian churches of the dsy, who ate going
toconvert the world by theis preacling and their
examplo ; do Irevile them? Nay, but sccord.
fog to the hight which God hae imparted to me,
i feel myself called upoa, fearless of all conge-
quences, to bearmy testimony againet them, for
the honour of Christ and bis cavee, ¢ & atning
to \he deluders, and for the benefit of the dely.
ded; and, It is my covstant preyer, that they
way awake o » cenee of their real cundition,
and humble themselves before God, from whom
they beve awfully apostatized, ere the visls of
Almighty wrath give indiwputable evsdence that

P 3
wogld is man‘s worst enemy, the world has da

Wptt-loving,a0d Pl ofhg e their [ the of the iniqait, i
mi#n snd members shall unifor 'rncb tafoll. SinigRiizeiahe ofntlle’Cl'I’rCh
the ﬁll.omnz l‘r:::t hy‘lhf"‘l"f‘:‘-.::’m‘:igl_theh ¢ My brethren, were I 1o sttempt to draw the

cheracterof the churches of the day in full, of the

edMillions of souls, and is damarag millions ssore
at this very moment. Renounce the world, come
aut from the world, bewara of the wotld, over
cong the wotld. I hesitate not tosay, socha
men, such & chugcl is not to be fownd; thetroly

of the last days, that is, of the p t time, a8
widely diffezent as two deseriptions can possibly
be ; the firstis of man's drawing, and the second
18 nf God's, which of the two will you be'ieve ?
Bat, lestihere should be any mutshe, let us fair
ty and honestly 10quire whether thie description
of God's giving, actually corresponds with the
aresent state of the churchies and of the'world 5
and 18 traciug the corsespondency, may God
carry conviclon to cvery one of yout mindene he
s done tommine  And now, ifwe want s stand-
1zd whereby 10 judge of the apostacy of the pre.

ighteous are minishied from the casth, and ao
man dakelh V10 lieart. ‘The profepeors of reli
fio:}'d‘llw preseat day, in every chusch, are
cvets of the woild, conformers to the woild, Jo-
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versof pmfort, snd aftes res.
pectsbilily. They are called to. sufier with
Chist, boy they shrink.froin evea reproach, not

cliurches, who, sceording to their awn account,
h. 10 be the honoured {nttrumentality of evan.
can ¥ the heathen, and Slling the whole
e ‘o:? the glory of the Lord, the suu would
us before one hundredth part of
8 aod abuses could be brought
d avowed in i1; even mere natnral mea
e e
ted, and the ery of shusiy$ O 4isgast incres-
their party bieierin::::d\!ggmd' Jcaaee of
mosities ; but with the record ::nc?aml- e
ed cont , of with the abusehe, i »y

Wsptak of safferings in the flcah, as an evil shat
theéy'are Jostified in using cvery meansto evade,
lbe’y};u ealled to endure hacdarss sa good sol-
dkn‘of Cbyiat, bot, to a man, they lovo sofiness
and'ees. ' They ace called to bear a teatimony

swut churches, we must take the Chorch of (or’Chrias, Lo endure persecution, aud to rejoice

Curat whea tho spostsbsing ane

manifected, that s to say, in the apostolic age
AWath thes patten o our e5¢, where, 1ask, are
the g.fts of the Spuat, wherse the nuraculogs pow-
powrer, whete the oift of healing, where the gift
of prophicey, vehere theaigns that were appointed
to follow them that behieved?  \What lias become
af the angel smeseengzers, who 3o frequertly ap.
peased to the prumitive Christians 2 Where is
the confidence and bratlerly Jove that made all
tlngs comot ; and where is the selling of all
that we have, and Lecowing & disciple of the
f.otd Jesus? Whese hias the spinit of selftdeni.
al,and of crosr-bearing, fed ; where isthe ta.
king joylully of the spoiling of gonds? Where
1 the persccution that sll that hve gndly in
Chnist Jesus shall enduie, and where 13 the be-
ing hated of al! men for Chirists name’s sake?
Alas* alas* my brathren, the gifls of the Spirit
are gone, 3nd. 1 fear, most of the graces have
gone with them; and, as to sulfcung and re.
proach, 2o which the cliureh is cailed, sach things
have long been mete watters of history. But
Atz general mode of remack will da little, I Gear,
1a branging conwiction to the mind; let us at
once go 1o the churclies and tske thewr members
indimduslly, and compaze the Chaustian of the
present day wath Chisist; and where, Iet e 23k,
O, where will $ou findalmost ane feature of re.
semblance?> There are none of you ignorant of
the fact that our Llessed Lord, wlale in the
wotld, not only made an stenement for sin, but
ke also sct us an cxample, that we might tread
ta his steps. e kaew what was in ma, he
knew what woold be his most dangerous bepet.
meat, thatis, the love of the world, the lore of
creatare comfort, the love of case, a0d of & pre-
sentresting place.  To goscd aguinst this beset.
ment, he chslked out a courso for hue {allowers,
and for hus chioreh ; ard, let me tell vou, that it
13 the only one that can be safely foliowed ; and
what was this coure > He became a pilgrim
and & enjourner in & strange land, and would not
have so machof the world sseven s place where-
on to lay his head; he took no thoaght for the
morrow 3 he made no soch inquines as theoe,
What shall 1 cat, what sball  drink, or where.
witbal shalll beclothed? And, in praying to his
Father, be cucld hooeatly, snd with a sinecre
beatt, say, give me this day my daily bread.
My beaters, whateverapnstate churches mey ny
to the contrary, cvery Christian is bound by oor
Saviour's ezrample, and, what is mare, God's
positive command is opon him to walk in these
very steps, and to abserec the very same rule.
The Cltistian is called 20 be % sojournce, a pil.

in‘{ribalation, bot they teke good oare to keep
[oaldtthe way ofBotirwhien they o3, " *PHéy we
called ta weep and to mourn, and are promised a

they posess, andtheir aspirisgeafter g Pamer
at ‘present, nothing to do, it s enony?,
primitive punity, snd primitive smplicy,

theit total want of psimitive power ; alaa * g,
the gospel-perverung nature Gf thei .gondo
aad_operations,.their, worldly.mi

\}

comforter in the Holy Spirit of the hving God,
but they prefer 10 bo without the comforter,
nther than hare the wourmiag.  Apostacy,
aposticy,apustacy, is engraven on the very front
of every church ; and did they know i, and did
they feel ity these might be hope ; butalas ! they
cry, Weare rick, aod increased 1n goods, and
stand in need of nothing; and thus blasphemy
is added to apostacy. My beloved hearers, do |
speak toostrongly, have L overdraten the picture?
Cotne with me to Lambeth Palace, tell the num.
ber of its turcets, count its splendid Lialls and
its painted chabers, give a tongae to theso np-
pendages of state, these contributors to luxury,
and say, Oh ¢ sy, what are all theso caleulated

spisit, th ing policy aud utter sclfiak-
ness, their baving the form of godliness withont
the poner, and theit ever hraning and never co-
ming to the knowledge ofthe Liuth, all, all about
thew, and of thew, and in them, but tno strougly
matk them out asthe prepared and preparing ob.
jects of Almighty vengesnce—~starthng thosgh
the language bLey 1 dare not hesitate to use t,
God has forgauten 1o punish, if lus erm be not
Ified up against them, and mock piety is no
longer ofiensive toa holy God, if the hour of
their deatruction be not near at band. I fear
mach that the naconverted and backshding por.
tions of every Gentile Chusch, 1 incan the
churclies of the day, will laugh at this testimony,

to teach a plessure-doning, and a world-loving
sinner!  Go to the salaried dissentiog preacher,
who has foond a resting-place in his five Liun.
dred, or hisone hundred a-year, and sec whether
his stipulated income, ot the round of duty for
which it is paid, will gire youany justidea of the
leader and the exemplat of Bible pilgri Go

which! der it iny duty to bearagainei them;
for they haee closed their ears, and shut theis
cars, they have bardened theis hearts, and God
bas given tbem nver to strong delusion § they ate
beliving the Yie, and they will assuredly be
damaed, becaase they have not obeyed the Gos-
pel, because they bave held the teuthin ooe

o the opulent profecssing Churchman, or tlc
wealthy deacon, go to the Christian merchant,
ot the Christian store-kecper, and learn the
chureh’s comment on the two notable coramand.
mente of our Saviour, * lay not up treasures on
earth,™ and.* Isbour not for the meat that pe-
sisketh.” \Vhere, Ot where is the world.ha.
ter, the moncy-despiser, the cross-laver to be
found 2 Where is tho Bible sojournce, the
Bible probationer for etesnity~the Bible saler
er for Christ's sake, Christ’s living cpistles
which every sinncr may read? Where bave
they their huding-placc? My beethsen, my
brethren, the whole gospel system, and the whele
gospel object is perverted, and yet I am censured
asa reviler for calling the charches spostate.
Thechurches do not kaow that iniquity is work.
ing in the way of mystery—tle churches do not
kuoow that Satan’s method af damning souls is
by gitiog them much that bath the appeasance
of gopd, that he will go the length of meking &
threaparta Christian to keep the inquirer in
peacdibat he may thus notonly wake his damas.
tion Yo more sure,batalsa bring decper reproach
opoafChrist and his caose.  {sihe witncssofthe
spitita thing inquired sfter ?  The sinner shall
havek, bol it will be coanterfeits Is peace,is
o3, 3\ x praying.es preaching gilt wanted? They
shallfe given, bot remember, they sre blessings
and too {requently of Satan’sgiving, Ho-
linesgol heart, and Chrict's. exsmple; are the

ig os ; but, Llessed be God, thero are
some in every chureh, a small rerunant, a little
finck, whuse exes are il open, who weep znd
mourn over the general defection, who know the
voice ofthe Spisit; and tothem I address thead-
monitory langaage of my text, ** Lot your Joins
be girded about, aad your lights burning ; and
ye yourselves like anto men that wait for their
Lord, when he will return from the wedding ;,
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may
open uato him immediately.*

But, my dear hcarers, 1 muosttake my leave
for the present, of the rich churches, the chinrches
1hat are possesscd of gunds, the churchies that
can reign withoout Cbrist, the Churchesthat love
not his appearing, the chorches that scoffagly
cry oat, Where i« the promise of his coming ;
the aoti-Christian, apoetate, Gentile chuiches,
who are fitting fhemaclves for the fire, with
which God will shontly plead with them : and 1
shall now direct yourattention for x few momeote
to the awfal state of the wotld, which the &
vinesnfthe day would hare yno belicve is im.
proving in manners, sud in spirit, through itsin.
tercourse with the churches which 3 have jomt
been ciarsctetizing avapostate, Bat where, Oh?
where shall I begin ; the heatt sickens the nio-
ment that the eYye Nilis gpon the mase of iniquis
tous abomination that Yies before it. Take the
Christian eountry in which we live, or, it may be
better for our putpose, the Christiaa city in
which we dwell; I ask, ie it au impzovement

dlave N 7
puzpose simply lo point at their :po.p%'été’ R h
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spiritaal Markndm, their self-conceit, thele plrty;”1 ~—~ .
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