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The Harbor of St.John—
Shall it be Controlled

by a Commlssion ?

The question of placing
tho harbor of St. John in

a moot question, It has

Legislature, and the Do-
minion Parliament, by
representatices of com.

(AN
6

formed a themeo for dis-! ! vm i
cussion in tho Common ! With the subject and lift it from tho vegion of

40 is very y :
Council, the Provincial : haze is very great.  Who among the members of |
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in privato wharf property, and tho unoqual com-
potition with which their owners would havo to
contend, the mode of constituting the commission,
and the probable high port charges which it was
timagined wou'd prevail under a commission. The
iﬁrat. of theso objections was largely mot by tho
-power extended to the commission to purchaso
i under arbitration; tho sccond is nut irremediable,

“and the latter may bo regardsd as a delusion.

**l-

. As the matter now stands, so soon as the Com-
mon Council decide, by a two-thirds' vote, to
accept the commission, then the governuont may

_act in the matter. The council’s responsibility
is by no means inconsiderable. The progress, or
otherwise, of St. Juhn as a port of commerce is
dependent a good deal upon its decision, Wil
1ts members grapple with the subject in an intol-
ligent and vigorous manner, free from petty and
ubijectionable bias  The mattor has several times

_been referred to in Mayoralty inaugurals, but

1thna far it seoms to advance very little beyond

their range. It is true that a committee has
recently been engaged in a conference with the
representatives of the Buard of Trade, and private
mancuvres, but the amount of enlightenment
! which tho public has received is precious little,

commission has long been ; and the progress mado nothing at all The whole

| matter seems enshrouded in a deeper gloom than
tformetly. The need of u master mind to grapple

"'our Corimon Council or of our Board of Trade,
1s prepared to deal with the subject in the en.
lightened spirit, with tho breadth of view and

meres in the Board of Trade, and by the general with the degreo of inlelll:o'enco which ita import.
public. Plans have been prepared, and confer- | ance fairly wenitsal Whel The Juny pause
ences held with the Dominion Government, with ; for a reaponse.  Ang weoll directed efforts in the
a view to the .rausfer of the harbor, its revenues, Preper direction, grounded on common 8080
aud its contro! ta the latter.  But from one cnuw‘;and on currect business principles, will receive

or aunther, sometimes due to the opposition of
citizens interested in wharf and other property,
and sometimes to the short sightedness of repro-
sentatives in tho Common Council, the efforts of
thase who seo in the changae hencficial results to
the city and its commerce, havo been thwarted.
As a result of the combination of untoward cir-
cumstances and unwiso efforts, the harbor still
remnins in the hands of the corporation of St.
Jobn. Tho checks which the movement for a
change of ownership and control has received,
do not lessen faith in its utility or confidence in
the bencficial results sure to flow from a chang
nor quench the ardor of its earncst advocates.
The merits of the project still stand undisputed

tho setilement of the matter must be brought
about at no very distant day.
%

The harbor is in a condition requiring expendi-
tures which the local taxation of the city is ill
able at present to bear, and the piers and wharf
property require atteotion, and it may bo con-
siderable expenditures for needed improvements.

=%

The amount which the Dominion Government
was willing to contribute for the transfer has, of
course, been based upon the income derivable
from the property and its privileges, and upon
such othier methods of valuation aa were decmed
by competent judges reasonable and fair. Tho
calculations hitherto mado aro susceptible of very
littlochange. Then reproduction will be in order,
whonever tho subject is taken up seriously and
in downright carnest. At present there is a good
deal of shilly-shallying about thoe matter.

«*x

The main objections to the scheme hitherto

wero those grounded on tho lessening in values

7% | {a not et known to the general public. Certain-

the JURY"s warmest approval

Unlon of St. John and Portland.

i The yuestion of uniting St. John and Portland
’ has at various times within the past ten or twelve
lycara been discussed by those taking a leading

, part in public affairs in both cities, but, as yet, '

; with no tangible result beyond the appointment

! of o committee from the councils of the twocities

i to coufer on the matter. Whether the joint

' committee has even deliberated on the subject—
| whether, indeed, such committeo has even met,

Ily, the committec has never seriously and in Xl onest

| aob est reported .o tho respective budiea!
and indisputable, and it goes withuut eaying that | sober Carn - g !

which its members represent.

i.‘*

Strangers wonder why there should be two
corporate systems within the limits of the terri-

tory embraced in the two cities,  And their aur-
priso is notunnatural. The dividing lLine between
the two localities is woure imaginary than real.
There is no special neceasity that ordinary men
can seo requiring two sots of civic machinery for
a territory and a population auch as is included
in St. John and Portland. The expense is con-
siderablo and tho benefits more than doubtful.
The work of practical value which both councils
transact could as casily be performed by one
body and ono set of officials as by two. That
tho two citics would be better governed under a
upited system than under two scparato systoms
goes without saying. It needs o claboraie ar-
gument to provo that under ono system thero
would be a saving in expense, *~d an almost cer-
tainty of greater efficiency. .mo additional
clerks might bo uscful in some branches of tho
civic service, but in the general plan of govern-
ment the machinery of ono city would answer
equally well for both cities. Copsidered from
overy reasonablo standpoint, the reasons aro pre-
ponderating in favor of union, and tho wonder,
to those who trouble themselvea to consider the

importanco of civic governmont, is that a union
of tho two cities was nut consummated long ago.
**s

In arrauging the terms of union a number of
mattors would, of course, require to bo carefully
considered and equitably adjusted. Tho arrange-
wont of tho debts of the two citics would require
to be dealt with in a aptrit of faicness; but even
this very nicc question is moroe a matter of ac-
curate calculation than of anything else, and men
bout in acting squarely would find no serious
impediment to an honest sottlement. In the
water system thero would be found no practical
difticulty, as it is at prosent under one manage-
ment.  But in tho sewerage, polica, firo, streots,
land, scavenger, light and other services, rend-
justment would be a corrollary of union.

‘..

Tha strongest objections, perhapi, to union
wilt bo found in official circles; but even among
those who figure in these circles the difliculties
and the hardships aro more imaginary than reatl.
But even if the union should lop off some ofticial
jexcrescences, curtail somo needless expenditures
in cases where two persons now do the work
which, under an improved syste:, might be
readily performed by one, secure a more equit-
able levying of assessmenta and a clesrer system
of audit, the general public will bo the gainers,
as “hey properly should be, under all systems of
reform. Un the wholo, the reasons are strong
and preponderating in favor of cousolidation and
reform in the civic government of both cities,
while those likely to be urgoed ai;ainst it are Jack-
ing io power and few in number.

..‘

In any union wkich may be brought sbout,
thero should be a readjustment of the wards, ur
voung districts, 30 that inequalities at present
prevailing may be disposed of.  With ono mayor,
one board «f aldermen, one system of taxation,
one beard of school trustees, one set of ofticials,
onu plan for the collection of amall debts, aad
onv system in all the other civic services, the
districts now known as St. John and Portland
would have grand opportunities to advance the
public interest on a scale 6f prudence and econo-
my which other cities might emulate to their
lasting benefit.  Putting sl gilded phrases asido,
it can with cortainty be said that there is_before
_the people of the two cities a future big with
promiso of much uscfulness. Would that the
| controlling spirits in both communities could be
brought to understand tho value of action in
this vital matter. At least the joint committees
might meeot or, if they have already met, renew
tho conference, and compare notes, and then
~gubwit the result of their deoliberations to the
bodies which appointed them. The Juny weuld
gladly assist the wise men of both corporations
(i utticing any kuotty problems, howover difti-
ic;:lt. to unravel, which may puzzle and perplex
i them,
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50 XING S7T.,

Respectfully intimate that their Stock of

GROCERIES,

Is not Excelled in the Dominion.
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Your patronage is solicited by

GEO. ROBERTSON & CO,,
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50 King st,




