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The Winter Port (ues-
tion,

The Winter Port is a
question biy with import.
ance to two cities— Hali.
fax and St. Juhn, For
the purposes of trade the
lutter secures the short-
eat routo by rail, an open
harborall the year round,
excellent facilities for the
shiment and discharge of
freight, and the certainty
at all times of retura cargoes fur steamers or
aailing vessels tnpging merchandiso for the peo-
ple of New Brunsaick and the western country.
Hahiax has the xdvastage of nearness to the old
world, of a sherter ocean trip for passengera
~isiting Europe, and of some other considera
tions, s}l of which wonld be helpful to its selec
tion in the chuico of a place for the embarkation
and dise:nbarkation of passengers; but ot other-
wise. But whether St. Joln or Halifax can
fairly claun superiority in general trade and other
matters will ere long be settled beyond perad-
venture.  The Short Line Railway, giviog speedy
communication with the west, will supply the

notnce in favor of that city which in general
trado and trave! supplics the most satisfactory
=esults. Ono city may be prelerred to the other,
but acither will bo cntirely ignored. Caudor,
however, compels THE Jexy to record the opin-
jon that St. Ju.a has, to say the least, & tnfle
the lead in the race for business pre-emineace.
{’i

The attitude of Nova Scotia on the Repeal
question rather prejudices her claim to a con-
trolling intereat in the determination of the
winter port question, or indeed in the exercite
of any appreciablo influence whatever. Nusa

Scotia politicians must sce that they caonot
bleck the wheels of tho Union's progress and at’

the same timo share in the advantages flowing

snter without much consideration by the people, !
uud she canuot very woll extricata horself, llurk
duty then, uudor the ctrcumstances, is to make
the postion as tolerablo as possible, to insist
upon wrongs being righted by proper methods, |
and to use her influouce to bring into play n!
union of interest sud a curtailment of oxpensoin ;
provincial administration, and tho stricteat ecou.
omy in tho managoment of Domiuion affairs. In
inattors general aho should condemn tho lurge—
too large by » considerable figure—expense of the
machinery of justice, the maintenance of a fa.
vored class of offico holders at large salaries with
comparatively httle to do, the tos rapid enlarge-
wment of the civil servico employo cluss ; and she
should denounce in no measured torms certain
centralizing teudencies in Ottawa, which in oper-
ation prove as barren of genuine cconowy in
most cases as they are in the csseutial eloment
of justice to other communities. 1f Nova Scotia's
public men wero to concentrate their elfrts .
upon the rectification prorcamene which we havo
very cursorily outlined they would confer a ben.
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Correspoudence.

Nanephus, 8t John.—Many thanks.

A, E. A, Boston, Mues,: Had your sluggish
brain concocted that brilliant episode a few
months ago wo should have awaited ita arrival
with *‘baited ™ breath. Things hava gone 8o fur
now we cannot buy any ** bait " (sketches), Wo
nre Amorican. We have detailed our honse-
keopor to presont it at the next meeting of the
St. John society of hard drinkers, for it isindeed
crazy work—like excessive **boosing.”

Why 1s this thus?

A prophiet has no hunor in his owu country
nor any profit either. Tuke the advertising soli.
citor for instance, A man who hails {rom New
York or Beston cumes to thecity, procures a large
sheat of paper, drafts out a lot of spuces for ad.
vertisera, loaving a sma!l vacant space in the
centor to be occupied by tho time table of some
railway or steasmboat company. He takes
around this sheot, gulls a lot of werchants as to

efit upon ttx'e peoplo of sister provinces *‘ down ,tho adventages offered by hisscheme, persuades
by tt.w sca, and lll:iL:Q the position of their own ' ypon into taking a large space, gets them o sign
province in the Union more endurablo, if not . . ritten agreement to pay #0 much (so much

powerfully influential for goud overywhere. . ooivonicisw orth), collects their moneg, they
ink > i ine, N
Think of the matter, Premier Fielding, and THE . pay it willingly when called upon. And why

Juxy will give due cridit to all of your eflorts g 0 it is a * Yankeo” scheme and will

that ziay have a warthy trend. ,catch them every time. Butlet a St John man

_originate a sheet of the same species and he will
be refused by these very men who patronize the
American. Ia that what they =all encouraging

Nova Szoua has before her a grand opportu- ‘‘houme manufacturel” Americaus come here on

mty to further the interests of Maritime Union. a trip, and to defesy hotel bills work a time table
In Confeduration such a unijo~ could bo made to jor sume other worthless medinm, which they
ennsolidatoe provincial interests, curtail the ex-. : guarantee to haug in all tha depots and stations
pense of provincial administration, and enlarge ! on the line. They ask big rates fur spaces, which
the measure of maritima influsnce in the goneral  our merchants give willingly, saying to them-
parliament. There would be one legislature in- ;selves that it must be a good thiug or he would
stead of threo legislat -es; one government in- inot charge so much. But let a local solicitor
stead of three governments ; ono set of govern--ask the same rates por space and he would be
mental machinery, with its savings in various , refused point blaok. 'Twould not be American
ways, instead of three seta; e franchise for! en. Ob, no.

provincial elections instead of three; sad a gen-
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Maritime Unton: What shall it be?

——

,continued, seems best. Would it not be well

eral consolidation or concentration of interests!
instead of straggling diversity. Separated trom |

the rest of the Domiuion, the Maritime Prorin- -

test, and busmessmen will not b slow to pro " ces would be saddled with the entire expense of !
’ " ..

the central general gosernment machinery; while |
m reference to the control of purely provincial *
or local intereats #n arrangement similar to that
contemplated in Mantime Union without sever-
-ance or some mothod «f county administration
weuld have to be prowmided. On the whole .
Maritime Uninn, with the Foderal connection :

for Mr. Fielding to run his eye over his Prov-
inco and see whether or no some uscful step in
the Marititne Unisn direction, withunt aeverance

of the Federal comnact, could not be bronght

about?

'
'

Padicatlens.

We have received ** The Railroad and Steam- '

from such union. She cannot sulk in tho hopety . <. icenir and Guide Buok,” published by
of being petted. She must do her share of the 31 3.0 Bros, of Now York. The cover is!
duty and assume ber proper moasure of respons- handsomely illustrated, the work of the Maritime
ibil ; if she hopes to exerciso an influencein the  y o1y Co., St. Jobn. Correct timo tables of all
se'.dement of tho winter port question with iu: cars and ateamers leaving and coming to this
resulting bonefits. | city will bo found enclosed in this valuablo little
book. They °begisen away to passengeraon
all the railroads and ateamboats.

One of our exchanges, tho Woodatock Press,
recently enlarged, is a mice, cleau sheat, with

Nova Scotia is in the coils of Union, into ]good, sound editorials and local news in great
which, it is but fair to ssy, she was required toi variety.

Separation: Should it be Encouraged or
Avoided?,

Ocnr LeapiNe CarRTOON.—A rumor was cur-
rent recently to the effect thct one of our Do-
minion represontatives was about to resign, cer-
tain appointments in the customs not bemng to
Ins taste. Wo yive as a leader the second thought
uf this esteemed gentleman, in which he tells
himself and shows himself things in a different
light.
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