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The Bait Question.

Tur Washington Treaty
which opened all the ports
of the Dominien cast of
Mainotothe United States
fishermen and gave them
the frec right tafish in our
waters, expired by limita-
tion in July of last year.
The execciso of the privi-
leges accorded by treaty
was permitted by the Do-
minion fur u further time
on the assurance of the United States Government
that a renewal of reciprocal relations wonld be
reconmnended to the consmderation «f Congress.
The matter was brought to the natice of Cone
uress, but neither branch deeted x reaewalof the
treaty or an enlargement of reciprocal relations
necessary. Thus the kinaly disposition of the
Dominion, and the concessivn freely made in
favor of United Stutes fishermen, bronght no re-
sult. Then it was that the Dominion Govern-
ment found it needfal in the interest of its own
people, to eay nothing of its own self-respect, to
fall back upon old stipalatious, which barred

the fishermen of the Republic froin sharing with

our people fishing and other privileges incident
thereto. There wasin this nothing unreasonable,
nothing unfair, nothing improper. The course
pursied was one which, underlike circumstances,
the United States Government would have un-
hesitatingly adopted.  Yet, because of its adup-
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* within its righe, and fair withal.
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The owners and skippers who violate express|is distinctive from any other interest. The
treaty stipulations and acts of parliament making | functions of the mere fishing veesel are alto-
them cifective, upon which our people roly with | cother different from those of the ordinary trader.

! confidence, and who disregard the reasonnble re- | That this difference is recognized is plain from

,quiroments of customs laws frmined for our{tho fact that thero is no exprese inclusion of fish.

| peoples’ protection, cannot justly complain if ink vessels in any trade and commerce .treaties

_they are made to pay the penalty of their wrong- |as yet made botween the United States and

‘doing. The people of the United States uuder-; Great Dritain,

“stand full well the proprieties of good neighbor-
hood, and it is useless to expect that in this case
they will be iznored merely to gratify an une- PR

"warthy mercenary propensity, or to please an, Tux: B?"Ch and the Bar for nmny years urged
Tuperial minister who may desire to be relioved - the appointment of "h"“h'l"d reportors in the
of the trouble of insisting upon their vbservance. ' coutts with a view to expedite ".'9 transaction of

business, lessen the expense to litigants, aud re-

Tur Juny feels that the Canadiar, Govern. lieve the jadges from the drudgery which the old
ment’s course in enforcing the treaty stipnlztivns  8ystem entailed and from which in the interest
of 1818 and the laws based thereon is quite’ of all concerned it was deemed desirable they

The declara- should be fres. The press favored the views of
tions of agitatory in Maine, or in other of the the legal fraternity, and the Local Legilli.u.xw
New England States, that the seizures of two ' not very long ago made tho necessary provision
out of the many bait-buying violators is an out. . for the new syatem, The. JURY, at the time this

_rage, has no foundation in fact. It is quite; WAtter was a moot question, did not rank asa
within the province of those people to bandy|meuiber of the fourth estate ; but now that its
about charges of wroug-doing, but the proper | 1ame is em:olled in the membership of -the great
tribunals before which disputes can be tried cut , fraternity, it takes this early opportuuity to re-
are thecourts. There the parties intcrested can | €2rd its approval «f the change. M"_“CO"", the
be heard, the relative merits of their contention “Jury claims that t-lle new order of things should
sifted, a proper judgment pronounced, and a have a full aud fair trisl. There shauld be no
true verdict rendered in accordance with the law Dandicapping of the system, such as has been

aud the facts. :onl)' too plain in the sitting of the Suprems Court

There is nothing in the claim somewhere set . 13t held in St.John. Atthatsittingtheshocthand
up that the old treaty is behind the age. That, FePOrting, except in so far as it would prove use-

may or may not be correct. Whether it is or;f“l as a watter of record, was made to sssume

no, 30 long as the treaty of 1518 stands, or %0 the aspect of a broad farce. There is no good
long asits provisions are not obliterated or en- - TeAson why this should be so. Judszes ‘h"‘fld
larzed by another treaty, just so loag must its: C"“f"f"‘ to the new system. They favored its
stiplations be observed. Those who chaose to,3d0Dtion, aud they should not be the finst to
be flagrant violators must pay the penalty of hinder its x.xselulneu. .bnl-cu t-he system be
their teme=g. ( m:l.de operative, the public might just as well be
irelxe\-ed of its cost. But it can be made indi-

Tue people of Portland, Me., in advising Presi- ?ecﬁ.y a pnyi.n-_.: inltitu}ion.to the country, for by
dent Cleveland to seud armed cruisers to mppon: its aid the time occupied in the trial of causes
the claims of treaty violators, arc either badly | €31 be l“”_“cd and expense cuasequently cur-
influenced or considerably dazed. \When they . tailed. .Thuu reference to the watter, coming
recover their reasun, they will realiz: the fully of ; IO an independent and impartial Juny, =il

30 absurd a proceeding. 1t 18 really a pity that it i3 hoped, have a beneficial result.

wmen supposed to bo swayed by common sense -

and influenced by considerations of justice and; Oun artist, in his leading cartoon on the bait

' fair dealing should cven for a momeut sllow un. question, humorously places old Uacle Sam at-

"duly excited feelings to override their better|moat up to his knees in the U. S. “ine-fish-ent
judgmeat. Neither President Cleveland nor his ! fishing water limit," whero thers appears to be

,' Secretary of State are likely to prove themselves ' a perceptible scarcity of the finny tribe, In his

noodles in 30 plain a matter. hauds and extended out beyond him is a cut

"tishing rod with line attached, which, after hav-
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tion, and because in the exercise of iza plain] Tue assertion of some United States journals ing utilized a *‘fishing schooner” for bait (by the
duty, the Dominion Government chose to enforce | that their fishermen can do without our bait is way that is tho only kind of bait *“‘our tish” will
its right hy seizing a couple of the uwany fishing | very imnythical. The description of fish needed tske), he has cast out over the Neutral division
vessels whore skippers had violated the old | cannot be procured at the proper time in Ameri- ; iuto the Canadian liwit, unmindiul of a warning
treaty stipulations of 151§ and the Dominion ' can waiers. And, even if this were otherwise, ' notice of the disadvantages sure to follow. Many

customslaws,blatant demagogues in Congress and
inditlerently informed United Siates journalists
have raised a howl agzaintt our people, and

{it 18 admitted by those competent to express an
 intelliger:t opinion on the subject, that nezrness
"to the fishing grounds is an important matter in

i

of our local ¢ fish story” fishermen, have proba-
bly on other days, when not so successful, on-
: countered that cunning and serpentine creature,

against those who, for the time being, arc:the procuriug of bait. Tish obtained at pointa'theeel. An el will, with all the tactics of a

the guardiaus of our rights. There is ucither
sense nor reason in all this.

The fishery rights of the Domizionare of great ;

value to our people, and the privilege «f sharing
in them should not be held lizhtly nor disposed
of without ddequate recompcnse. There is no
objection to our Republican neighbors fishing
within the three-mile limit, buying our bait and
whatever else may be needful to the proper
prosecution of the fishing business, provided
reascnable compensating advantages are con-
ceded in return. But so long as there is a dis-
position to withhold reciprocity in the matter, 50
long must vur neighbors be barred frum thaenjoy-
ment of privileges accorded by the lapeed treaty.

iclooe to the fishing haunts are better for bait
than fish procured at a comsiderable distance
from thern, for the very satisfactory reason, aside
from all other considerations, that they are
fresher when required for ues.

Soxt blustering demagogues in Congress have
. JAmed that the right to purchase hait in Britnh
ports is enjoyed under troaties for the cultivation
and protection of trade made subsequent to
1818. This is a plausible if not an equitable plea
on its face, but examined critically its fallacy
becomes glaringly apparent. Fishing vesssls are
not trading vessels, even on the most libera! in-
terpretation of the term, and the fishing interest

Giadstoue, approach a baited hook, gaze around
and up at tho fisher; then, when he has satisGed
himeelf with the surroundings, he will paddle
sround on the side which pointa sbarply upwards
and (often goee, too, by a rapid transit line) look
at it rather suspiciously,and squirming, be thinks
of the *‘ pointers” he bas often received when
young and unsophisticated in fishing matters, by
which he has sinoe profited. Cautiously approach-
ing the other side of the hook he sucks off all the
bait without the fisher finding it out uatil tno
late, for after finishing the bait, the eel sinkes
the line with his tail, raises a little commotion
in the water, and the fisher pulls up only to find
his hook bare and his stock not incressing.




